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Reflectores,  pantallas, 
Umparas, 

LINTERNAS,  ETC., 

Para  todos  los  tisos. 

Para  Aceite,  Gas  y  Electrici- 
dad.  Centenares  de  estllos. 

Cst&logo*  gratii. 

Wheeler  Reflector  Co., 

Boston,  Matt.,  U.  S.  A. 


TALLERES  DE  HERRAMIENTAS 

“VERONA,” 

f>ittsburo,  ra.,  u.  s.  a. 

Fabricantot  de  Herramtontaa  de  Ferrocanll  j  de 
Hineroe,  y  de  lot  Segura-tucrcaa  "  Verona,”  del 
mejor  acero  fnndido  bien  eeeogido;  todo  de  acere 
a6lido,  tin  eoldadorat  de  liiciro.  8e  puede  eacribir 
■olicitando  catAlogoe  y  libroe  con  graliados  en  anil, 
A  la  direcciitn  dada  arriba  6  A 

FRED.  S.  WONHAM, 


Kioa  Fabricantea  en  Mayor  Eacala  de  Re- 
flectorea  que  hay  en  el  Sliindo. 


29  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A.  . 


NAIPES 


K&iped  eopaftoteo.  Pergamino  legl* 
timo;  ticnen  todas  las  catidadesde 
los  mejores  oaipes  espaftolefi;  co¬ 
lores  pennanentes;  esqumas  cna- 
dradas  6  redondas;  se  fabrican  de 
Ires  tamaftos— 2^x3-%, 2^x314, 
y  2^x3^;  pulimento  de  super- 
ficie  dura;  barajas  completas  de 
48  naipes.  Prlmera  calidad,  la 
gruesa,  144  barajas,  S27.00. 

Genuine  parchment  stock;  possesses 
all  the  finest  Spanish  qualities; 
permanent  colors;  square  or  round 
corners;  made  in  thri^  sixes — 
2^x3»^,  2AX3R,  »nd  2%x3y.-, 
hard  surface  finish;  full  packs,  48 


cards.  Per  gross,  $27.00. 


Num.  81. 

Colombiano 

Nalpss  EspaSolas. 

Los  de  figura  grabados  especial- 
men  te  al  estilo  de  los  que  se  iisan 
en  Colombia  y  en  los  paitos 
adyacentes.  Tienen  todai  las 
calidades  snperiores  de  la  marca 
arriba,  No.  71 ;  se  fabrican  de 
los  tres  tamafios  arriba  indica- 
dos ;  pergamino  legitlmo ;  es- 
quinas  cuadradas  6  redondas; 
pulimento  de  superfleie  dura ; 
liantjas  completas  de  48  naipes. 
Primera  calidad,  la  gruesa,  144 
baraias,  $27.00. 

Specially  engraved  faces,  after  the 
style  used  in  Colombia  and  ad- 
Jacentcountrics;  all  the  superior 
qualities  of  brand  No.  71 ;  made 
in  the  three  sizes  same  as  brand 
No.  71 ;  genuine  parchment 
stock;  square  or  round  comers; 
hard  surface  finish ;  48  cards. 
Per  gross,  $27.00. 


Hum.  95.  Spanish. 

Facilcs  do  barajar  y  distribuir;  del- 
gados,  hechos  del  papel  mils  finu 
de  pergamino  con  pulimento  dr 
superficie  dura;  puntas  perfcc- 
tamente  exactas  y  redondeadas; 
■iiperiores  A  los  mas  finus  naipes 
de  Barcelona,  ilaccmns  otros 
naipes  ospafioles  al  pedido  de  los 
compradores.  Primera  calidad, 
la  gruesa,  144  biin^as,  $24.00. 

Barcelona  size,  2^^  x  2%;  finest 
inrchment  paper;  hard  surface 
finish;  full  iiacks,  48  cards;  for 
Monte  and  other  bpanisli  gamee. 
Per  gross,  $24.00. 


CoNDiciONES ;  Efectivo  despuAs  do  liaberlos  entregado  A  bordo  del  buqne  en  Nueva  York  |M>r  pedidos  de 

seis  gmesas  cnando  meuo«.  I 

VAase  cl  annneio  de  naipes  con  fignras  americanas  en  la  proxima  ediciOn  de  cste  perii'idico. 

The  United  States  Playing  Card  Company, 

Los  fabricantes  mAs  importantes  de  naipes  del  mundo.  CINCINNATI,  U.  S.  A. 


ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC 

Santiago  Devoto  &  Comp^a, 

726  Oillc  Parana  726,  Buenos  Ayres, 

Desires  direct  relations  with  North  American  mimafactories  for  repre¬ 
sentation,  consignments,  and  importations. 
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Argentine  Republic _ 

Sehor  Don  Julio  A.  Roca . . 

Buenos  Ayres. 

Bolivia  . . 

Seflor  Don  Jose  Manuel  Pando _ 

Sucre. 

Brazil . 
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United  States . 

Mr.  William  McKinley . 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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Sefior  Don  Juan  Lindolfo  Cuestas . 

Montevideo. 

Venezuela . 

Sefior  Don  Ignacio  Andrade . 
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1704  F  street  NW.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Venezuela. — Seftor  DON  JOSE  ANDRADE, 

2  Iowa  Circle,  Washington,  D.  C. 

charg£  d’affaires. 

Santo  Domingo. — Seftor  DON  EMILIO  C.  JOUBERT, 

?i  and  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
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Uruguay.— Seftor  DON  PRUDENCIO  DE  MURGUIONDO, 

309  North  avenue  east,  Baltimore,  Md. 
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SECRETARY  OF  STATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  Cmairmah. 
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Seflor  DON  JOAQUIN  BERNARDO  CALVO. 
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Neponset  Red  Rope  Roofing 

AND  SIDE  COVERING. 

WATERPROOF,  DURABLE,  CHEAP. 

Naponsat  Rad  Rap*  Roofiii|i.> tough,  flexible, 
huiilw>me,  air  and  water  tight  covering  for  roofs  and  .idee 
for  farm,  mining,  and  camp  building,  of  ever;  kind. 
Varv  light  in  weight,  compact,  eaail;  transported.  Ever 
ready.  Alway.  reliable.  Very  low  in  price.  Sun  will 
not  melt  it.  Eruet  will  not  crack  it.  Bain  and  wind  will 
not  go  through  it. 

Any  man  with  a  hammer  and  a  pocket  knife  can  pnt  it 
on.  Every  roil  carriee  enough  nail,  and  tin  cape  to 
apply  it. 

Bulla  36  inchea  wide,  500  Miuare  feet  in  each  roll. 

NEPONSET  INSULATING  PAPER, 

WATERPROOF,  AIR-TIGHT,  ODORLESS. 

Fur  Lining  and  Insulating  Cold-Storage  Warehuusea, 
Ice  Boxes  and  Befrigerator  Cars.  With  this  paper  the 
most  perfect  dead  air  chambers  can  be  made.  Will  not 
become  hard,  brittle,  or  decay,  but  permanently  retain  its 
high  insulating  qualities. 

This  paper  is  the  standard  of  excellence  in  America. 

Bolls  36  and  80  inchea  wide,  1000  square  feet  in  each 
roll.  Write  fur  samples  and  full  information. 

Fa  W.  BIRD  &  SON, 

PAPER  MAKERS, 

East  Walpola,  Maas.,  U.  S.  A. 

SPECIAL  PAPER  FOR  SPECIAL  PORPOSES. 


EL  LUSTRE 

SIN  RIVAL  DE 

Hauthaway 

PAKA 

CALZADO  DK 
SESoBASyNiSOS. 
No  contiene  cosa  alguna 
que  pueda  daflar  el  cueru. 

Lo  venden  todas  las  caaaa 
comisiuniatoa  de  Nueva 
York. 

G.l.HRUTHAIIRySSONS 

346  Congress  Street, 
BOSTON,  MASS.,  U.  S.  A. 


KaI.ricante  de  Maqninaria  de  Befrigeraci&n  por  el 
siatema  de  cunipresidn  de  amuniaco. 

SIMPLE,  SEGDBO.  EFICAZ. 

Conatituyen  una  especialidad  de  eeta  Fkbrica  las 
plantaa  completaa  de  maquinaria  de  eeta  claae  de 
pequeBa  capacidad. 

^tiene  un  surtidode  estas  mkquinas  cnya  capa¬ 
cidad  varia  deade  ^  de  tonelada  hasta  10  toueladu. 
Las  que  tengan  deade  11  hasta  60  toneladas  se  con- 
struirkn  cuando  se  encarguen. 

8e  envlar&n  catilugoa  al  que  escribe  pidiendoloa  k 
la  direccibn  arriba  indicada. 
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See  tliat  tliia  trade-mark  ie  on  every  roll. 
Cuideee  de  ver  que  cada  rullu  lleva  esta  marca 
de  fitbrica. 

Cubiertas  **  N«*|M>na4>t**  para  Techoa 
y  para  I’aredea. 

Inip«rnieahlt‘H,  I>iira<leraM,  Barataa. 

Lm  cubiertas  “Be<l  Bupe”  |«ra  techua  y 
(wredM  en  quintas,  ediflcioade  niinaa  y  casas 
de  campu  de  t.siae  clases ;  eon  fuertee,  flexible., 
bunitsis  inipemieatiles  y  hermbticas. 

Ligeraade  peso,  cuiii|wrtas,  defbciltrasporte. 
Biempre  listaa,  .ienipre  dignas  de  cuuflanza. 

Fapel  Aialatlor  Nepsinaot. 
Iiiipermeabit-,  Heriiibtico,  Iiiodoro. 

Para  furrar  y  aislar  alniaceues  de-refrigera- 
cii'.u,  neveraa  y  carrus  refrigeradureo.  Con 
I'ste  iiapel  ae  pueden  liacer  las  m&s  perfectaa 
c.imaras  hernieticas. 

Eacribase  eu  sulicitud  de  mueatrasb  infurmea 
detallados  k 

r.  tW.  RIRD  «  SON, 

Faliricautes  de  papel. 

East  Walpola,  RIaaa.,  U.  S.  R. 


HAUTHAWAV’S 

Peerless  Gloss 


For  Laliif  111  CUllrei’s  BodIs  ui  Sta. 

Contains  nothing  injurious  to  leather. 

Sold  by  all  New  Vork 
Commission  Houses 

G.l.HAinHAmS80NS 

346  Congress  Street, 
BOSTON,  MASS.,  U.  S.  A 


compaSIa  denominada 

REMINGTON  MACHINE  CO. 

WILMINGTON,  DELAWARE,  E.  U.  DE  A. 
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Comercio  con  la  America  Latina— Vapores  ]iara  el  triiflco  sudamericano— 

Congreso  Comercial  Intemacional. 
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Comercio  0  industrias. 
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#(<DDnUfll’0  DDniinUIII  TOnnUCO  a  world^oownM  remedy  for  Couoll^ 

DnUnn  V  DnUNUlllAL  inUllnCu*  CoLM,  BBONCHtTM,AsTHIIA»CATASllH, 
the  Hatking  Omgk  in  Conbl'MPTIon,  nnd  numeroue  alfectiooe  of  the  Throat*  givinf 
rtlief.  They  ^ve  received  the  sonction  of  phyiicimne  MoenUly  nod  testimoniiuR  from  eminent 
men  throughout  the  world.  All  denlers  in  medkinee  end  propriei«ry  foode  c«n  recommend  them 
with  confitknce.  Sold  only  in  boxec  or  bottlee,  with  faetimilt  of  the  proprietors  on  oot^de  wiMper 

of  th.  p«k.g..  JOHN  I.  BROWN  A  SON,  Proprietors,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.  &  A. 

Foreign  Depot:  Ths  Ai«oi.o>Amsrican  Drco  Co.  (Ltd.)*  Lohdoh*  EIholand. 

“Tablillas  Bronquialaa  da  Brown.”  Un  medicamento  d«  fama  uniTetaal  para  la  Too,  lo« 
Reofriadus,  la  Bronquitis,  el  Aetna,  el  Catarro,  la  Toe  de  la  Tleia  y  numeroeae  afecclonee  de  la  garganta.  Pro* 
ducen  un  alivio  inmediato.  Han  sido  aprobadae  por  loe  medico*  en  general  y  hombree  notable,  en  todo  el 
niundo  ban  certlficado  sue  buenoe  efectoe.  Todoe  losquetrafican  en  medicinas  y  en  preparaciones  de  patents 
pueden  recomendarlaa  con  toda  confianza.  Solamente  se  renden  en  ci^jas  6  botallas  con  el  facsimile  de  lot 
propletarios  en  la  parte  exterior  del  paquete. 

JOHN  I.  BROWN  A  SON,  PR0PIETARI08,  BOSTON,  MASS.,U.  S.  A. 
Dsp6sito  KxtranJero :  Tan  AxoLO-Aainican  Dnco  Co.  (Ltd.),  Lonnon,  EnaLAKD. 


Sold  only  in  boxeB  or  bottlea.  with  faetimut  of  the  proprietors  on  ootdde  wiMper 

JOHN  I.  BROWN  L  SON,  Proprietors,  ^ston.  Mass.,  U.&A. 

t:  Ths  Ai«oi.o>Amssican  Drco  Co.  (Ltd.)*  Lohdoh*  EIholand. 
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MARCA  DE 


'bunuk 


;  »Mi  3 

CONOA  cell  I 

. . . 

■PjJS'irosiilo, 


. . 


Los  Marswillosos 


HOBBS  MEBICINE  CO.,  Qufmicos, 

Now  York  y  Chicago,  E.  U.  R. 


GONDA 


LAS  PILDORITAS  VEGP:TALES  DEL 
DK.  HOBIt  PARA  EL  HIGADO,  PIL- 
DORAS  xdNICAS  DEL  DR.  HOBB 
PARA  LOS  KERVIOS  Y  LAS  PASTE LLAS 
DEL  DR.  BOIilt  I'ARA  LA  DISPEl'SIA, 
INDIGESTION  Y  TODOS  LOS  DESA- 
RREGLOS  DEL  ESTOMAGO  ee  Italian  de 
venta  en  las  buticas  del  mundo  entero. 


FAKRIC.4. 


Las  Baterias  de  Circnito 
Abierto  son  las  Primeras 
del  Mundo. 


Pldauee  Circularee  y  Listae  do  Preclus. 

THE  LEGUNGHE  B&TTERY  GGMP&NY, 

1 1 1  to  1 1 7  East  1 31st  Street,  NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 


Medulla  de  ore  en  Tarlit,  1889, 
Priiiierireniiuen  Chicagu,  1893. 


Lasl’nifUH  PilaeLegiti- 
iiiae  <le  L«claiiche  y  la 
Mejftr  (le  Tudae  las  Bat«- 
riaa  de  Circnito  Abierto. 


REMEDIOS  del  Dr.  HOBB. 

PILDOIIITIISVEGnilLESdeHOBB. 

PASA  EL  HlGALO. 

PE(iVE!llAS  PESO  DAY 
OBAXDE8  BESCLTADOS. 


Se  logra  la  digeetiOn  mis  per- 
fecta  con  el  ueo  de  las  Plidor  1* 
tae  Vegetalea  de  Bobb. 
Eete  reiuedio  niaravi- 
lloso  cura  el  Dolor  de 
Cabeza,  y  todas  las  enfer- 
luedades  del  Bigado. 

Lue  siguientes  etntomae  re- 
Bultan  de  las  enfennodadee  de 
lue  urgauos  digestlToe: 

Eetreilimiento,  Dolor 
de  Cabeza,  Alinorranae, 
Acediae,  Mai  Sabor  en  la 
Bora,  Lengua  Sarrosa, 
Cdtia  Aniarillento,  Dolor 
de  Coetado,  etc.  Las 
Pildoritae  Vegetalee  de 
Bobb  librarUn  al  eietema  de 
eetos  y  otroe  niuchoe  dcearregloe. 
Son  pequeflaM,  azucara- 
dae,  fAcilea  de  tomar,  y 
puramente  vegetates. 


TALLERES  PARA  LA  MANUFAGTURA  DE  EFECTOS  DE  HIERRO  DE 

MILLIKEN  BROTHERS, 

BNGENIEROS  Y  CONTRATISTAS'. 

Estabiceidos  an  I8S7. 

Fabrican  efectoe  de  Hierro  y  de  Aceru  de  Cunetrucciun  y  Ornamento,  asi  como  Obrae  do  Lat.'iu,  Bronce 
y  EU'Ctroplateadae  para  Edificiue ;  Puentes,  Techos,  Vigas  do  Aceru  Ciliudratlo,  Culuniiiae  de  Ilierru  Fiiudido 
y  Batidu,  Eecalerae  y  Armazones  para  Elevadures,  Arniudunte  y  Cuartunes  Beniachadue.  Se  hace  uiia 
especialidad  en  la  Conetrucciuu  de  Armazones  para  Ediflcioe  lucumbuetiblee  de  Aceru  y  du  Cubertizoe  de 
Ilierru  para  loe  Paieee  del  Sur.  Techos  Encarrqjadus  y  Galvanizadoe  para  Edificiue. 

Fabricaiites  privilegiadoe  de  lue  Postee  Patentadue  de  Aceru  de  Milliken  para  TraiiTias  EUctricoe  del 
Sietema  de  Poleae  (Trolley),  Tel8grafusy  Telefonos.  Tambi8n  fabrican  el  Tuladro  Bicicleta,  Portatil,  Paten- 
tado  de  Milliken,  loe  Arcus  I ncumbustiblee  Patentadue  de  Milliken  para  Pisus  y  las  Uriiae  de  Butalbn 
Mecknicas  Patentadae  de  Milliken. 

A  eolicitud  ee  envian  Cat&logus  Completoe  en  Espafiul. 

TALLERES ;  OFICINA : 

Rryant  and  Clinton  Streets,  li  Broadway, 

Brooklyn,  N.  V.  Now  York,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  R. 
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HUKEAU  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPCRLICS, 


PriJLICATIONS. 

The  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics  was  established  as  the  offi¬ 
cial  agency  of  the  Republics  of  Central  and  South  America,  Mexico, 
and  the  United  States  for  the  collection  and  prompt  distribution  of 
commercial  information,  and  to  foster  inter-trade  relations  in  these 
countries.  In  pursuance  of  this  purpose  the  Bureau  has  published 
for  distribution  a  number  of  Bulletins,  Handbooks,  Reports,  Codes 
of  Commercial  Nomenclature  (three  large  volumes),  and  a  Commer¬ 
cial  Directory  of  the  American  Republics,  including  the  European 
dependencies  in  Central  and  South  America  and  the  West  Indies — 
two  handsome  quarto  volumes  of  about  2,500  pages. 

In  addition  to  the  general  information  embraced  in  the  Handbooks, 
etc.,  each  issue  of  the  Monthly  Bulletin  contains  special  current 
articles  and  items  of  interest  relating  to  the  various  countries  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  Bureau. 

Payment  is  required  to  be  made  in  cash,  money  orders,  or  by  bank 
drafts  on  banks  in  New  York  City  or  Washington,  D.  C.,  payable  to 
the  order  of  the  BUREAU  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 
Individual  checks  on  banks  located  outside  of  Neiv  York  or  Washington,  or 
postage  stamps,  can  not  be  accepted. 


PRICE  LIST  OF  PUBLICATIONS. 

No.  Price. 

3  Patent  and  Trade-mark  Laws  of  America .  $0.05 

4  Money,  Weights,  and  Measures  of  the  American  Republics . 05 

6  Foreign  Commerce  of  the  American  Republics . 10 


7  Handbook  of  Brazil.  (Out  of  print.  Undergoing  revision.) 

9  Handbook  of  Mexico.  (Out  of  print.  Undergoing  revision.) 

31  Handbook  of  Costa  Rica.  (Out  of  print.  Undergoing  revision.) 

33  ^  Handbook  of  Colombia.  (Out  of  print.  Undergoing  revision.) 

34  Handbook  of  Venezuela.  (Out  of  print.  See  No.  93.) 

42  Newspaper  Directory  of  Latin  America.  (See  Bnlletin  No.  90.) 

44  Import  Duties  of  the  United  States  (1890).  (See  also  Vol.  5,  Part  3,  Reprints 


of  Publications) . 05 

51  Handbook  of  Nicaragua.  (See  also  Vol.  3,  Reprints  of  Publications) . 35 

52  Handbook  of  Santo  Domingo.  (See  also  Vol.  2,  Reprints  of  Publications) . 35 

54  Handbook  of  Paraguay.  (See  also  Vol.  2,  Reprints  of  Publications) . 30 

55  Handbook  of  Bolivia.  (See  also  Vol.  4,  Reprints  of  Publications) . 40 

57  Handbook  of  Honduras.  (See  also  Vol.  3,  Reprints  of  Publications) . 33 

58  Handbook  of  Salvador.  (See  also  Vol.  3,  Reprints  of  Publications) . 33 

60  Handbook  of  Peru.  (See  also  Vol.  4,  Reprints  of  Publications) . 23 

61  Handbook  of  Uruguay.  (See  also  Vol.  3,  Reprints  of  Publications) . 33 

62  Handbook  of  Haiti.  (See  also  Vol.  2,  Reprints  of  Publications) . 33 

63  How  Markets  of  Latin  America  may  be  Reached . 30 

64  Handbook  of  Ecuador.  (See  also  Vol.  4,  Reprints  of  Publications) . 33 

67  Handbook  of  the  Argentine  Republic.  (See  also  Vol.  2,  Reprints  of  Publica¬ 

tions) . . 33 

68  Handbook  of  Guatemala.  (Revised  edition) . .23 

70  Import  Duties  of  Peru  (1896) _ _ _ _ _  .65 

71  United  States  Tariff  Act  of  1894 . 03 

75  Import  Duties  of  United  States,  1897  (English) . 10 

76  Import  Duties  of  United  States,  1897  (Spanish) . 10 
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PAPEL  MEDICADO  DE  GAYETTY. 

Artiriilo  Perfertamcntp  Piirn  jr  Preventivo  S^garo  contra  las  UemorroidcM. 

Kc  tIcHliacc  fAriliiiciite  cn  cl  agiia  y  NO  OIlSTUl'YE,  cftiiio  Ioh  |>a|>clcs  f>r<linarloH, 
LOS  Tl'ItOS  OK  OKSAGI'  E.  N  o  eii  |^t*iiulno  atiio  <me  teiiga  *M»ino  tiUgrana  el  nombrt* 
<lel  inventor  en  rmla  hoJ»  y  mu  facMiinile  en  c»<Ih  paguete. 

JOSEPH  G.  GAYETTY,  Inventor.  B.  T.  HOOGLAND,  Propietario. 

DE  VENTA  EN  TODAS  LAS  DmKJUERfAS  T  EN  CASA  DE 

B.  T.  HOOGI-AND’S  SONS, 

3a  JOHN  STREET,  NEW  VORK,  U.  S.  A. 

Cailii  iiiia  lie  liiH  liojas  drl  Kcnuino  tirnc  la  marru  J.  C.  GAYETTY,  N.  Y'.,  conio  filii;raii>^  du  micrt.'  iiuu 
■e  la  inu.d<-  Tt-r  ruiitra  lu  luz.  Cuuli|iiii'ra  inrrarcK'ni  ile  la  man  a  de  fabrics  (>  dc  Is  inTpiicb'iti  wra 
enrrKicanii'iiti'  pcrm-iniids.  El  |ia|)cl  origiual  de  Gajctt;  fuv  inTcntadu  y  ofrecidu  al  |i(iblico  |iur  Juaepb  C. 
Gayetty  eu  cl  afiu  du  18.^7. 

HAganae  pctlidoa  por  rnnducto  <lc  comiMioniataa. 


L.ISTERINE. 

K1  Mcjur  <lc  Ina  Aiitiaf^ptiroa — I'liiforinc — 
KHcuz — N«»  Vcncnoao. 

U|  ICTCDiyr  dcKtniye  tiHlaa  laa particulaa 

LIu  I  LnillL  qiip  priidiii'cii  i'ontaK<<>  y  »u 

licnc  rival  en  «•!  riiartu  del  enb-rnio  >•  en  todoa  loa 
iiBOH  de  la  hiiriene  |>enioual.  A  aulicitud  ae  cnvian 
impn'soa  deacriptivoa. 

LAMBERT  PHARMACALCO.,St.Louis,U.S. 


GRAND  RAPIDS  BRUSH  CO., 

FABKICANTES  DE 

CEPILLOS 

de  Tocedor,  de  Oocine  y  Es- 
cobllles  de  Cabslleriza. 
GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICHIGAN.  U.S.A. 


THE 


PERKINS-CAM 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO,  U.  S.  A 

Fabricantes  en  mayor  escala  en  los  Estados  (^0. 
TTnidos  de  Ameses,  Sillasde  Montar,  Colleras,  ^ 
Fortarriendas,  Cojinetes  de  Colleras,  etc. 

X  Mdicitud  ae  envinii  ijrali*  Cat&logua  y  Listaa  de 
l*recioK  I'll  Kxpin'iol,  y  AYciuJiti, 

Se  Niliritan  uoiitratiw*  con  Ioh  (ioliieniOH  o  coo  |HirticuIare«. 


CO., 


THE  ONLY  MAKERS  OF 

ALBANY  GREASE. 

Hare  you  seen  AlbuDy  Grcasi>  T 
liow  many  know  itn  worth  J 

Cost  of  expense  using  Oil. 


AllMiiiy  Gniwe  Ls  tlicoiilv  wafo  lubricant  forelcctrical 
nmcbincry  ofallkiniU  ainl  io  um'd  by  alt  the  lar^c  plunU 
anil  every  Htrti*t  railway  in  the  U.  S.  A.  S**lf-a^•till^r. 

When*  oil  in  U!***tl  we  can  Have  you  troin  oue-fonrth 
to  one-half  in  the  coet  of  luhricatiou.  ratalogut*H, 
giving  full  infomiation,  aent  fn*«*  with  RanipleH. 

t7* Remember,  a  sample  can  of  Albany  Grease 
with  an  Albany  Grease  Cup  FREE  of  charge  or 
expense  for  testing. 

Adam  Cook’s  Sons, 

313  West  Street,  NEW  VORK,  U.  S.  A. 

(’able  aililrem:  “Okzric,”  New  York. 
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No.  PucB. 

77  Import  Duties  of  United  States,  1897  (Portuguese) . $0.10 

78  Import  Duties  of  United  States,  1897  (French) . . .10 

79  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Service  of  the  United  States.  (Corrected  to  July  29, 

1897) . .10 

81  Specifications  for  New  Government  Building  in  City  of  Mexico _ _ .05 

83  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Bureau . 05 

84  Handbook  of  Alaska . i . 25 

8s  Handbook  of  Hawaii . . . 25 

86  Price  List  of  Publications  of  the  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics..  Free  on  application. 

87  Reciprocity  and  Trade . .os 

89  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Service  of  the  Latin-American  Republics  and  Hawaii  in 

the  United  States . ,05 

90  Newspaper  Directory  of  I.atin  America.  (Revised  to  October,  1897) . 10 

9S  Handbook  of  Venezuela.  Revised  edition,  in  two  parts.  Part  1,  English  text; 

part  2,  Spanish  text . . . . . each  .2s 

PUBUCATIONS  NOT  NUMBERED. 


International  American  Conference.  Reports  and  Recommendations,  including  the 
Reports  of  the  Plan  of  Arbitration,  Reciprocity  Treaties,  Intercontinental  Rail¬ 
way,  Steamship  Communication,  Sanitary  Regulations,  Common  Silver  Coin, 
Patents  and  Trade-marks,  Weights  and  Measures,  Port  Dues,  International  Law, 
Extradition  Treaties,  International  Bank,  Memorial  Tablet,  Columbian  Expo¬ 
sition — 


Octavo,  bound  in  paper . 25 

Octavo,  bound  in  half  morocco . .  i.oo 

International  American  Conference.  Reports  of  Committees,  and  Discussions  thereon 
(revised  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee  by  order  of  the  Con¬ 
ference,  adopted  March  7,  1890),  Vols.  1,  2,  3,  and  4 — 

Quarto  edition,  bound  in  paper,  4  vols .  1.00 

Quarto  edition,  bound  in  cloth,  4  vols . .* . . .  3.00 

Code  of  Commercial  Nomenclature,  bound  in  cloth,  in  English,  Spanish,  and  Portu¬ 
guese.  (Revised  edition) . . .  2.50 

Code  of  Commercial  Nomenclature,  645  pages,  bound  in  cloth,  in  Spanish,  English, 

and  Portuguese _ _ _ _ _ _ _  a. 50 

Code  of  Commercial  Nomenclature,  640  pages,  bound  in  cloth,  in  Portuguese,  Span¬ 
ish,  and  English .  2.50 

Commercial  Directory  of  the  American  Republics,  in  two  volumes,  $5.00  per  volume.  10.00 

REPRINTS  OF  PUBLICATIONS  BOUND  TOGETHER  IN  PAPER. 


Vol.  I,  Part  I. — First  Annual  Report,  Handbook  No.  3,  and  BreadstufTs  in  Latin 

America . 55 

Vol.  I,  Part  2. — Mines  and  Mining  Laws,  Land  and  Immigration  Laws,  Commer¬ 
cial  Information . 70 

Vol.  2. — Handbooks  of  Argentine  Republic,  Haiti,  Paraguay,  Santo  Domingo . 90 

Vol.  3. — Handbooks  of  Honduras,  Nicaragua,  Salvador,  Uruguay . 90 

Vol.  4. — Handbooks  of  Bolivia,  Ecuador,  Peru . 60 

Vol.  5,  Part  I. — Tariffs:  Argentine  Republic,  Brazil,  Bolivia,  British  Possessions...  .20 

Vol.  5,  Part  2. — Tariffs:  Chile^  Colombia,  Costa  Rica,  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico, 

Ecuador,  Guatemala,  Haiti,  Honduras,  Mexico,  Nicaragua . 20 

Vol.  5,  Part  3. — Tariffs:  Peru,  Salvador,  Santo  Domingo,  United  States  (1890),  Uru¬ 
guay,  Venezuela _ .20 

The  Monthly  Bulletin — Four  Volumes — 

Bound  in  half  turkej^morocco,  per  volume .  3.00 

Yearly  subscription .  2.00 

Yearly  subscription,  foreign,  including  postage .  2.50 

Single  copies . 25 
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Uhited  SmES  Represehtatives  ih  the  Latih-Ahericar  Repdbucs. 


ENVOYS  EXTRAORDINARY  AND  MINISTERS  PLENIPOTENTIARY. 

Argentine  Republic. — W.  P.  LORD,  Buenos  Ayres. 

Bolivia.— GEORGE  H.  BRIDGMAN,  La  Paz. 

Brazil. — CHARLES  PAGE  BRYAN,  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Chile.— HENRY  L.  WILSON,  Santiago. 

Colombia.— CHARLES  BURDETT  HART,  Bogota. 

Costa  Rica. — WILLIAM  L.  MERRY,  San  Jose. 

Ecuador. — ARCHIBALD  J.  SAMPSON,  Quito. 

Guatemala. — W.  GODFREY  HUNTER,  Guatemala  City. 

Haiti  (also  Charge'  d’Affaires,  Santo  Domingo).— WILLIAM  F.  POWELL,  Port  au  Prince. 
Honduras. — (See  Guatemala.) 

Mexico.— POWELL  CLAYTON,  City  of  Mexico. 

Nicaragua. — (See  Costa  Rica.) 

Paraguay. — (See  Uruguay.) 

Peru.— IRVING  B.  DUDLEY,  Lima. 

Salvador. — (See  Costa  Rica.) 

Uruguay.— WILLIAM  R.  FINCH,  Montevideo. 

Venezuela. — FRANCIS  B.  LOOMIS,  Caracas. 
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■IBb  ^  CAFE  Y  ARROZ.  \ 

■  HOOEIOS  Dt  ms  Dt  SU  CUSE  EH  EL  MyHDO 

■E  *•  SiB  LimpiacWira,  Itatidora  y  Separa-  H  IJl  vJRHH 

V  i' ^91  <l<*>'a  Uoble  *‘Kl’KKKA '*«*s  la  liiiipia- K|  fV 

I V  SHI  <1****^  <1**  ^ranoN  iiiaH  pcrferta  <|U4*  ne  I 

I*  <*iii>ueiitra  f‘n  4‘1  mercailo,  y  econoiiii/.a  H  /  * 

■  ^39  €*>»pario,  potencia  y  trabt^o  al  S  ;> 

wi  <  Asc<‘nftor4>A  y  S«*paraflor<*H  d«*  I  II^H 

Wj  ISPv  niolb'iula  **  KrUKK A,**  para  Alma-  I  IIIH 

■L<  dIunoH  4l«‘l  iiifiH  iniiiiud«»M«»  I 

H  exanifii  de  b***  molliH'niH  y  t  raftranten  ^  {v^ 

FabrioanioH  III!  jupKii  4le  apara-  ^  — V:'?m 

roinpleto  para  lavar  y  a<’<»ii-  ^  L 

-  Taiubi^*ii  «‘l  Hurtido  iiiAh  roiii-  ‘ 

pleto  de  M{^(|iiiiia(»  para  Caf^, 

comprrndiondo  S<‘i»anid(>ra8,  DaMficadoraM,  Mulin<»8,  Tofdadortjt  y  D«*#«“en>7.ad<»raH.  Tandti^n  (’lRKifica»lor»H  y 
DetM;a8carad<>ra8  de  Arroz,  quo  Fon  las  mas  iiorftH'tas  y  ecoii«'>inicaa  quo  lia^ta  uliora  eo  han  ofrvcido  k  la  veiita. 

Sf^parailaraa  3Ia;5ii^tlraH  AuttuuAtlras  *•  KTUKK  A.”  K1  iiuTito  y  el  vaU»r  de  estan  niaquU 
nas  sou  tan  uiiiverealmente  rei'oneMos,  queen  1<>m  grandes  niolinoN  de  8<‘niilla de alpid^n  para  barer aeeite 
qiiu  hay  eii  el  pals,  han  hallado  empleo  y  demostrado  fu  utilidad.  K^tas  nia<iuiiius  Fan,  ain  duda  al^uua,  las 
mcjorcH  de  bu  clat<e  que  liay  4*ii  el  iiicrcailo.  Pam  obtcner  iiifoniH's  nuis  iletallados  diriKtr^'  a 
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REPORTS  OF  MR.  T.  WORTHINGTON. 


In  the  effort  to  meet  the  obligations 
imiKised  niMni  it  by  the  nature  of  its 
functions  the  Bureau  of  the  American 
Republics  has  ,inst  issued  “Bulletin 
No.  94,”  which  is  a  reprint  of  the  re¬ 
ports  of  Mr.  T.  Worthington,  the 
Siiecial  Commissioner  apiKiinteil  by 
the  British  Board  of  Trade  to  imiuire 
into  and  report  upon  the  conditions 
and  prosxiects  of  Briti.sh  trade  in  cer¬ 
tain  South  American  countries.  Mr. 
Worthington,  in  the  pursuit  of  his 
investigations,  in  1H98-99,  visited  Chile, 
the  Argentine  Republic,  Brazil,  and 
Uruguay.  The  imixirtance  and  com¬ 
prehensive  nature  of  these  reports,  as 
well  as  their  varied  and  instructive 
commercial  features,  much  of  which 
will  lie  an  object  lesson  to  the  manu 
facturers  and  shipiiers  of  the  Uniteil 
States  and  other  countries  in  the  thret* 
Americas,  wall  commend  them  to  all 
interested  in  these  subjects. 

The  price  of  the  publication  is  3.5 
cents  per  copy.  Remit  in  cash  or  iwst- 
office  money  order  to 

Bureau  of  the  American  Republics, 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

THE  WOOL  SUPPLT  OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 

•Mr.  IlEKUERT  Gibson,  representing  the  Argentine  Government  at 
the  International  Commercial  Congress  in  Philadelphia,  contributed  to 
the  store  of  valuable  information  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Congress  a  paiier  on  the  World’s  Wool  Parcel  and  Argentina’s  Con¬ 
tribution  Thereto.  He  gave  statistics  to  show  that  of  the  three  dis¬ 
tricts  whei’e  the  prmluction  of  wool  is  in  excess  of  lo<*al  requirements — 
Australia,  South  Africa,  and  the  River  Plate  Republics  of  Argentina 
and  Uruguay — there  was  an  a]>palling  decrease  in  the  sheep  stock  of 
the  two  tirst-named  regions.  The  Argentine  Republic  and  Uruguay 
form  the  sole  exception  to  this  general  decrease  in  sheep  through¬ 
out  the  world,  the  present  supply  of  the  former  lieing  approximately 
8o,(HM»,(KK>  and  of  the  latter  17,90<MKM),  an  increase  for  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  since  181K)  of  more  than  2(),(MM),000. 

From  these  facts  the  writer  deduces  the  consetiuent  preeminence  of 
the  Argentine  Republic  as  a  source  of  supjdy  for  the  woolen  mills  of 
the  world  and  reports  the  total  wool  parcel  of  that  country  as  averag¬ 
ing  at  present  2(M),(MH)  tons.  Of  this  90  per  cent  goes  to  the  French, 
German,  and  Belgian  manufacturers,  France  taking  42  per  cent  of  the 
total.  The  remaining  10  per  cent  is  divided  between  the  markets  of 
Great  Britain,  the  United  States,  and  Italy.  Taking  both  the  home 
proiluction  and  the  foreign  supjdy  handled  by  wool  manufacturers,  it 
is  demonstrated  that  the  Argentine  Reimblic  contributed  jier  cent 
to  the  trade  of  Greai  Britsiin,  4  jier  cent  to  the  trade  of  the  United 
State.s,  and  43  iK‘r  cent  to  the  combined  trade  of  France,  Germany,  and 
Belgium. 
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Mr.  Gibson  deprecates  the  fact  that  Argentine  wool  is  known  ehietly 
in  the  United  States  through  the  old  “Creole’’  breed,  which  at  present 
prevails  only  in  the  upper  provinces,  and  where  it  is  fast  tlisappearing 
before  the  advance  of  intelligent  husbandry.  For  many  years  the 
finest  pedigree  sheep  of  the  world  have  been  bought  in  the  Republic, 
and  during  the  past  five  years  SB  ])er  cent  of  the  total  value  of  sheep 
exported  by  Great  Britain  have  found  a  market  there.  The  United 
States  has  also  contributed  Vermont  Merinos  and  New  Zealand  has 
supplied  Lincolns;  therefore  buyers  maybe  a.s8ured  of  the  finest  (luali- 
ties  of  wool. 

For  the  establishment  of  a  regular  supply  of  Argentine  raw  wools  for 
the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States,  the  conclu.sion  is  drawn  that 
three  things  are  of  capital  imimrtance :  The  pre.sence  of  representatives 
of  the  manufacturers  in  the  wool  markets  of  Buenos  Ayres,  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  direct  steam  communication  between  the  two  countries, 
and  direct  banking  relations. 

LACK  OF  TRANSPORT  FACILITIES  FOR  CEREALS. 

According  to  information  recently  forwarded  to  his  Government  by 
the  French  Consul  at  Cordoba,  there  are  at  present  in  the  railroad 
dejmts  from  C«'»rdoba  to  Rosario  1,4(M),()00  .sacks  of  wheat  or  corn, 
while  the  other  roads  of  the  country  are  similarly  crowded,  notably: 
The  Central  Argentine,  560,000  sacks,  at  Buenos  Ayres  and  at  Rosario, 
150,000  sacks,  and  in  the  depots  of  the  French  and  Santa  Fe  road, 
60,000  sacks,  all  awaiting  shipment  to  Europe.  If  to  this  quantity  is 
also  added  the  8,000  tons  placed  in  private  storehou.ses,  and  twice  as 
much  at  the  intermediate  stations  of  branch  roads,  there  will  be 
approximately  400,0(M)  tons  of  cereals,  which,  for  lack  of  steam  and 
sailing  vessels  available  for  their  shipment,  encumber  the  ports  and 
stations  of  arrival,  impede  the  operations  of  transixn  t  and  storage, 
and  retard  the  arrival  of  new  cargoes  from  the  interior.  Business 
operations  are  thereby  paralyzed,  or  can  only  be  transacted  under  con¬ 
ditions  disastrous  to  the  farmers,  since  exjmrters  refuse  to  buy  the 
grain  at  current  prices,  fearing  lest  the  scarcity  of  vessels  shall  con¬ 
tinue  and  shall  delay  them  indefinitely  in  shipping  their  orders. 

The  Consul  adds  that  the  shipowners  charge  at  present  on  an  aver¬ 
age  27  shillings  a  ton  for  freight,  but  he  fears  that  by  the  end  of  the 
maize  crop  the  charge  will  be  as  high  as  30  shillings,  which  is  exorbitant 
as  compared  with  ruling  prices  in  other  countries  or  with  the  15-shil¬ 
ling  freight  rate  prevailing  last  year  in  the  Argentine  Republic.  It  is 
calculated  that  the  transimrt  of  the  400,000  tons  destined  for  export 
will  require  about  150  vessels.  Of  the  100  ships  arriving  in  the  jmrts 
of  Rio  de  la  Plata  during  the  months  of  August,  September,  and 
October  only  60  or  70  can  be  loaded  with  grain.  As  a  consequence,  the 
next  wheat  crop  will  find  the  Argentine  Republic  with  200,0(M)  tons  of 
cereals  not  yet  exported,  which  will  result  in  maintaining  the  high 
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freight  rates  and  in  adding  to  the  expenses  of  the  producer,  it  being 
stated  that  the  exporter  fixes  his  conditions  of  sale  in  accordance  with 
cost  of  transimrt.  The  scarcity  of  shipping  facilities  is,  in  the  opinion 
of  M.  liENOZ,  the  effect  of  two  causes — the  decrease  in  importations  and 
the  high  fiscal  dues  paid  by  vessels  in  ports  of  the  Argentine  Republic 
under  the  form  of  anchorage  dues,  berth  dues,  quay  dues,  etc. 

The  information  given  by  the  French  Consul  may  be  of  u.se  to  United 
States  shipowners  and  may  point  out  a  fruitful  field  for  their  activity, 
worthy  of  exploitation  during  an  average  crop  and  especially  when 
there  is  an  extra  protluction  of  cereals. 

M.  Kknoz  also  informs  his  Government  that  a  syndicate  comimsed 
of  -B  leading  millers  of  the  Province  of  Buenos  Ayres  has  recently 
consolidated  under  the  name  of  “The  National  Swiety  of  Flour  Mauu- 
facturers,”  and  that  the  president  of  the  syndicate,  in  reply  to  a  com¬ 
munication  addressed  to  him  by  the  Argentine  Minister  to  Brazil  in 
regard  to  the  condition  and  future  of  the  flour  trade  in  his  country,  had 
recently  written  him  as  follows: 

“Although,  on  first  thought,  one  might  fancy  that,  by  reason  of  the 
great  distance  to  be  traversed  by  vessels  bringing  North  American 
Hours  to  Brazil,  we  should  have  on  our  side  an  advantage  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  freights,  such  is  not  the  case,  since  our  competitors  often  send 
their  merchandise  by  sailing  vessels,'’paying  very  low  freight,  while 
here  (in  Argentina),  on  account  of  the  great  abumlance  of  export 
jn-oilucts  and  the  scarcity  of  ships,  we  are  obliged  to  pay  excessive 
rates.” 

From  this  letter  it  would  appear  that  Uniteil  States  shiiipers  might 
further  extend  their  operations  on  freights  destined  for  Brazil,  notably 
Hour.  , 

UNITED  STATES  MANUFACTURES  IN  DEMAND. 

Keiiorts  from  the  New  York  market  for  the  week  ending  October  28, 
IHlfb,  indicate  that  the  call  for  hardware  from  this  market  for  the  present 
season  has  been  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  trade,  the  Argentine 
Republic  being  one  of  the  principal  buyers.  This  increased  trade  is 
attributed  to  the  efforts  made  by  United  States  firms  during  the  past 
six  months  to  take  the  trade  away  from  European  competitors,  who 
were  dealing  largely  in  American  jirotlucts. 

Upward  of  8 13,(K)0  worth  of  electrical  machinery  and  j^16,00()  worth 
of  electrical  material  were  sent  to  Buenos  Ayres  during  the  time  in 
question;  and  by  the  last  two  vessels  leaving  for  Argentine  ports 
♦53,()(tB  in  manufactured  iron  goods  were  shipped.  A  consignment  of 
bicycles,  valued  at  was  also  forwardeil,  while  agricultural 

machinery  and  implements  to  the  value  of  $150,000,  $15,200  worth  of 
steel  wire,  and  $22,000  worth  of  Imiler  tubes  aggregate  a  very  substan¬ 
tial  increase  in  demand.  In  the  last-named  article,  the  British  have 
heretofore  had  the  inono|K)ly,  and  plated  ware,  typewriters,  wagon 
material,  valves,  refrigerators,  and  paints,  which  have  hitherto  occu- 
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pieil  an  insignificant  i)lace  in  the  trade  lists,  have  made  gratifying 
advances.  A  largi!  (jiiantity  of  twine  was  included  in  the  shipment  of 
agricultural  wares. 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS  IN  1898-99. 

The  rciiort  of  the  “Statistical  Departinent  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture”  gives  the  returns  from  the  various  agricultural  districts  of 
the  Itcpublic  for  the  harvest  of  181>S-i(9.  From  the  |»rovinccs  of 
('ordoba,  Ihitre  liios.  Santa  Fc,  and  liuenos  Ayres,  .‘{.UoO  thrashers 
made  reports,  and  in  the  national  territories  and  the  jirovinccs  of 
Tucuman,  Catamarca,  San  duan,  Ju.juy,  Meii<lo/.a,  Rioja,  San  Luis, 
Santiago  del  Estero,  and  Salto  the  aggregate  wheat  crop  is  estimated 
at  80,00(1  tons. 

The  following  tables  show  the  area  planted  and  the  yield  of  wheat 
and  other  lea<ling  i»roducts  in  the  four  principal  cereal-producing 
provinces : 


l*roviiM‘e». 

*  Fanim. 

1 

Wheat. 

1 

Oats. 

.Santa  Fo . 

Biu'iios  Ayre» . 

ConIdWa . 

Em  re  Hioa . 

12, 483 
11,469 
3. 9!t2 
4,682 

Htctares.  Kilos.  J1  relates. 

1,126,273  1  868,187,668  879 

,  668.379  801.3.54,201  11.109 

1  483,321  1  447,821.455  226 

216, 5.56  199. 443, 842  249 

Kiltis. 

799. 144 
14.  .577, 868 
105.  426 
307.  .333 

Total . 

32, 626 

,  2, 494, 528  ,  2, 316. 807, 166 

1  1  1 

12.  46;| 

1 

15,  789  771 

Provinces. 

Barley.  Ry 

e. 

LinHeed. 

nectaret.  1 

KUug,  FJt’cfareg. 

Kilot. 

Hectares. 

Kiloit. 

Santa  Fe . 1 

2,531  ! 

2, 133, 047  95 

52,387 

131,344 

92, 482. 7l« 

Hiipiios  Ayrt*s  . . 

6,282  ' 

7,  107,  494  808 

870,  928 

47. 861 

4.5, 9.56.  377 

CortloWa . | 

449 

408. 355  45 

32.  637 

52  035 

32. 897. 836 

Entre  Kios . | 

1,072 

1,377,683  140 

157, 125 

18.  828 

11, 739,  202 

Total . 1 

10.331  1 

11,026,579  1,088 

1,113,077 

250,068 

183,076, 124 

In  addition,  there  were  .‘1,790  hectares  devoted  to  the  imltivation  of 
birdseed,  of  which  L',122  were  situated  in  the  Province  of  Santa  Fe 
and  1,012  in  the  Province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  the  total  jiroduct  being 
2,182,092  kilos.  In  the  Province  of  Buenos  Ayres  4,158  hectares  were 
planted  in  alfalfa,  i)roducing  .590,950  kilos  out  of  the  total  ])roduction 
(008, ‘JOO  kilos)  credited  (o  the  Republic. 

In  regard  to  the  wool  industry  of  the  Republic,  a  prominent  dealer  of 
Buenos  Ayres  reports  that  high  class  wool  has  sold  in  some  parts  of 
the  country  for  a  greater  price  than  at  any  time  during  the  past  fifteen 
years.  Though  the  shipments  for  the  past  season  were  not  so  large  by 
about  20,000  bales  as  in  1897-98,  the  bales  are  at  least  20  per  (!ent 
heavier  than  formerly  by  reason  of  the  increase«l  use  of  hydraulic 
presses  in  preparing  the  wool  for  shipment.  These  presses  are  manu¬ 
factured  in  the  United  States,  and  though  the  expenses  of  shipment 
are  apparently  exce.ssive,  the  advantages  derived  from  their  use  soon 
make  ui)  for  the  outlay. 
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The  same  authority  states  that  thedifl'erenee  in  tlie  value  of  tlie  wool 
shipped  this  season  and  tlie  consequent  advantage  derived  by  the 
country  is  something  enormous,  being  greater  by  nearly  $5,000,(K)0 
than  the  year  before.  The  shipments  to  the  United  States  have  fallen 
otl'  somewhat,  being  bales  less  than  last  year. 

COMMERCIAL  NOTES. 

The  Argentine  delegates  to  the  International  Commercial  Congress 
at  riiiladelphia,  Mr.  Coolidge  S.  Roberts  and  Mr.  John  C.  Zimmer¬ 
man,  the  latter  representing  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Ruenos 
Ayres,  devoted  the  time  allotted  them  at  the  Pan-American  session  of 
that  Congre.ss  (October  27)  to  a  consideration  of  the  commercial  asiiects 
of  the  Republic  as  aft'ected  by  trade  with  the  l.Tnitetl  States.  To  dem¬ 
onstrate  the  relative  iwisition  of  the  United  States  in  the  commercial 
life  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  it  was  stated  that  during  the  year  1.S98 
the  value  of  the  Republic’s  e.xports  to  the  former  country  was  about  4i 
jier  cent  of  her  total  exjiorts,  the  other  95i  per  cent  being  credited 
mostly  to  Europe.  During  the  same  year  the  value  of  Argentine 
inqMirts  from  the  United  States  were  about  lO.i  per  cent  of  the  entire 
amount,  which,  iu  the  opinion  of  the  delegates,  was  a  poor  showing  for 
both  countries.  Imports  into  the  Argentine  Republic  must  of  neces¬ 
sity  for  a  long  time  form  the  leading  feature  of  her  trade,  as,  owing  to 
the  impossibility  of  at  iiresent  securing  coal  and  iron  in  sutticient 
quantities,  manufacturing  industries  can  make  but  slow  progress. 

In  fact,  it  is  found,  from  the  official  reports  of  the  United  States 
Treasury  Department,  that  the  inqiorts  into  the  Argentine  Reimblic 
average  about  835  per  capita  per  year,  or  two  and  one-half  times  as 
much  i>er  head  as  those  of  the  United  States.  Such  being  the  case, 
it  is  a  matter  worthy  of  comment  that  so  little  effort  is  made  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  to  Secure  a  greater  share  in  this  import 
trade.  One  reason  quoted  by  Mr.  Coolidge  as  the  cause  of  the  paucity 
of  American  imports  in  the  River  Plate  countries  is  that  the  methods 
of  introducing  and  advertising  the  goods  have  not  always  been  of  the 
best.  Another  reason  is  the  lack  of  lines  of  steamships  carrying  the 
American  Hag  into  the  i>orts  of  the  southern  Republic,  it  being  reixirted 
that  dui  ing  the  year  1898  not  a  single  mercantile  steamer  entered  or 
cleared  from  River  Plate  ports  under  the  ITnited  States  flag. 

In  the  matter  of  export.s,  the  Argentine  Republic,  as  is  well  known, 
shijis  large  quantities  of  hides,  wool,  sheep.skins,  goatskims,  horsehair, 
wheat,  maize,  linseed,  barley,  oats,  hay,  live  cattle,  sheep,  birdsi^ed, 
etc.,  and  added  to  these  there  has  been  of  late  an  increasing  business 
in  the  exjiort  of  the  many  and  excellent  hard  wootls  of  the  (Iran  Chaco, 
chief  among  which  is  the  quebracho,  usetl  in  Europe  and  the  Unitetl 
States,  with  growing  acceptance,  for  chemical  and  tanning  purimses. 
Wheat  and  flour  exjiorts  for  the  season  of  1897-98  were  770, (MK)  tons, 
and  for  1898-99  the  shipments  are  estimated  at  from  1,7(M),000  to 
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J  ,.S(H),(M)0  tons.  A  calculation,  made  on  the  basis  of  the  returns  for  the 
first  half  year  of  1809,  indicates  that  the  total  trade  of  .the  Republic  for 
the  year  will  amount  to  $293,000,(KK),  gold.  Statistics  for  1808  give  the 
trade  of  the  United  States  with  the  Argentine  Republic  as  $17,003,300, 
out  of  a  total  of  $241,258,358. 

ENCOURAGEMENT  OF  FRUIT  CULTURE. 

The  Agricultural  School  at  Villa  Urquiza,  in  the  Province  of  Entre 
Rios,  has  recently  received  a  consignment  of  500  olive  trees  forexi)eri- 
mental  cultivation,  which  were  imi>orted  from  Spain  especially  for  this 
purpose.  With  the  idea  of  developing  this  branch  of  industry  a  bill 
has  been  introduced  in  the  Legislature  of  the  Province  of  La  Rioja  for 
the  ]m)motion  of  the  cultivation  of  grapes,  oranges,  walnuts,  and 
olives.  It  is  proposed  to  exempt  vineyards  from  taxation  for  a  period 
of  five  years,  orange  plantations  for  seven  years,  and  walnut  and  olive 
groves  for  eight  years,  A  premium  has  also  been  offered  for  each 
orange  and  olive  tree,  the  limit  being  fixed  at  100  trees  per  hectare. 

NEW  MARKETS  FOR  SPANISH  PRODUCTS. 

The  Spanish  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Buenos  Ayres,  according  to 
“Las  Kovedades,”  of  New  York  City,  is  engaged  in  an  effort  to  open 
up  new  markets  in  America  for  Spanish  products.  To  this  end  it  has 
addressed  letters  to  the  S])anish  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  centers 
of  production  .stating  it  to  be  the  purpose  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  said  Chamber  to  hold  an  exposition  of  Spanish  and  Argentine  prod¬ 
ucts  in  the  said  Republic.  “Las  Novedades”  claims  that  not  only  in 
the  Argentine  Republic,  but  also  in  the  other  South  American  Repub¬ 
lics,  there  exists  the  purpose  «)f  further  binding  the  commercial  bonds 
with  Spain  by  promoting  the  sale  of  Spanish  articles  therein ;  that  the 
swiftest  and  surest  method  of  opening  markets  to  Spanish  imimrtations 
would  be  the  sending  of  fair-sized  shipments  on  consignment,  and  that 
the  articles  of  easiest  and  surest  sale  are  olive  oil,  bottled  spirits,  wire 
and  wire  goods,  almonds,  carpets,  rice,  refined  sugar,  playing  cards, 
children’s  shoes,  shirts,  brushes,  chocolate,  nails  of  all  kinds,  coverlets, 
cummin  seed,  i)reserves,  neckties,  corks,  curtains  and  transparencies, 
assorted  glassware,  hides,  patent  leather,  drugs,  articles  for  divine 
worship,  corded  goods,  shotguns,  wraps,  knit  goods  in  general,  guitars, 
common  and  perfumed  soap,  bricks  and  glazed  tiles,  crockery  and  por¬ 
celain,  cotton  goods,  shawls,  bandanas,  cloths  and  cassimeres,  station¬ 
ery  in  general,  umbrellas,  perfumery,  pepper,  pistols  and  revolvers, 
rifles  and  carbines,  sardines,  bent-wood  chairs,  wool  and  felt  hats,  tow¬ 
els,  sperm  and  combination  candles,  and  hunting  goods. 

DOMESTIC  FIBERS  FOR  THE  MANUFACTURE  OF  CORDAGE. 

The  Bureau  of  Commerce  and  Industries  of  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
tuie  of  the  Argentine  Republic  is  preparing  a  report  upon  a  subject 
which  the  “Boletiii  de  la  Union  linliistrial  Argentina,’’  of  Buenos 
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Ayres,  terms  “oue  of  uiuloubted  national  interest  for  tlie  public  man 
and  producers  who  study  the  requirements  of  domestic  consumption, 
the  methods  of  etticiently  aiding  agriculture  at  a  critical  time,  and  the 
new  outlets  that  may  be  given  to  domestic  cultivations  by  improving 
the  productive  qualities  of  our  lands.” 

The  question  relates  to  the  application  of  indigenous  or  acclimated 
libers  to  the  manufacture  of  cordage,  twine  for  binding  wool  and  wheat 
and  sewing  sacks,  as  well  as  the  making  in  the  country  of  burlaps  of 
domestic  raw  material  for  the  manufacture  of  cheap  sacks. 

What  has  brought  the  sul»ject  prominently  to  the  front  is  the  high 
l)rice  of  imported  twine  which  has  weighed  heavily  uikui  the  agricul¬ 
tural  interests  already  burdened  “  by  the  decline  in  the  price  of  grain, 
ruinous  freights,  and  provincial  and  municipal  taxes,  which,  it  seems, 
are  bent  on  the  ruin  of  the  farmer,  and  a  veritable  attack  on  national 
production  and  prosperity.” 

Burlap  for  bagging  is  introducerl  at  a  low  rate  of  duty  in  order  to 
favor  the  bag  factories  of  the  country,  which  only  sew  them  together, 
and  raised  their  price,  “  for  reasons  it  is  unnecessary  to  investigate,” 
any  wiiere  from  30  to  40  cents.  “  The  wheat  and  corn  production  for  this 
year  was  nearly  4,000,000  tons,  or  4,000,000,000  kilos.  This  production 
for  domestic  consumption,  stock,  and  exportation  required  and  requires, 
estimating  the  sack  at  from  75  to  80  kilos,  more  than  50,04Ki,(K)0  sacks, 
which  at  30  cents  (minimum)  represents  $15,000,000  national  currency. 
Estimating  the  twine  for  binding  wheat  and  sewing  bags  at  $5,000,000, 
we  have  the  sum  of  $20,000,000  which  agriculture  has  i)aid  and  pays 
for  bags,  twine,  etc.,  imported  from  abroad,  and  the  bags  oidy  sewed 
in  the  country.”  These  tigures  demonstrate  the  real  importance  of  the 
question. 

The“Boletin”  asks:  “Is  it  possible  to  produce  these  articles  with 
domestic  tibers,  and  with  twine  factories  also  domestic! ”  and  answers 
in  the  affirmative,  saying  that  new  markets  would  be  opened  up  for 
agriculture  and  iudustry  through  the  mauipulation  of  the  textile  fibers 
at  home,  and  a  saving  of  one  half  in  the  price  of  bags  and  twine  would 
be  secured.  More  than  $30,000,000  would  be  saved  and  remain  in  the 
country  to  bedivided  between  agriculture  and  industry.  Duringthe  five 
years  from  1804  to  1898,  inclusive,  there  were  imported  into  the  Republic 
twine,  rope,  and  cordage,  aggregating  13,678,120  kilos,  or  13,600  tons — 
or  an  .average  of  about  2,735,224  kilos  ])er  annum.  During  the  years 
1897  and  1898  there  were  imiwrted  into  the  country  manufactured  tex¬ 
tile  articles  to  the  extent  of  upward  of  40,000,000  kilos,  or  40,000  tons, 
the  custom  house  valuation  of  which  was  about  $8,000,000,  gold;  or 
$4,000,000  sent  abroad  annually,  which  at  the  average  exchange  of 
250  eijuals  $10,000,000  in  domestic  currency. 

The  Argentine  Republic,  which  possesses  all  the  climates  and  condi¬ 
tions,  has  many  indigenous  fiber  ])lants,  some  in  enormous  quantities, 
which  are  not  utilized,  and  it  is  claimed  that  others  can  lie  acclimated 
and  raised  in  abundance,  ('otton  is  produced  in  some  provinces  or 
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departments  of  as  gooii  a  quality  as  the  best  in  North  America,  and 
hemp,  jute,  feather  grass,  and  other  fibers  develop  admirably  in  certain 
portions  of  the  Kepublic. 

The  contention  of  the  “  Boletin  ”  is  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  import 
such  large  (juantities  of  spun  fibers,  twine,  cordage,  etc.,  and  that  the 
decline  in  the  price  of  wheat  and  corn  should  spur  men  having  the 
country’s  interest  at  heart  to  the  cultivation  of  many  fibrous  plants, 
to  save  the  great  amounts  sent  abroad  for  this  class  of  raw  material, 
and  furnish  domestic  manufacture  with  the  necessary  elements  home 
grown. 

“Agriculture,”  says  the  “  Boletin,”  “  will  derive  then  a  double  benefit: 
It  will  secure  the  bags,  thread,  and  textiles  it  needs  at  a  much  lower 
price  than  at  present,  and  at  the  same  time  will  have  new  products  to 
hand  over  to  the  domestic  manufacturer.” 

EXPORTS  OF  INDUSTRIAL  PRODUCTS. 

The  “Boletin  de  la  Union  Industrial  Argentina,”  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
for  August,  189'.),  contains  an  article  under  the  abov^e  caption  which  is 
in  part  as  follows: 

“The  national  industry  (manufacturing),  which  has  progressed  so 
much  of  late  years,  and  whose  plants  and  productive  elements  are  such 
that  they  not  only  suffice  to  meet  the  domestic  demand,  but  also  to 
furnish  a  surplus  for  exjmrt,  has  in  the  South  American  nations  valua¬ 
ble  markets  which  it  should  compier  and  govern. 

“The  i)erfected  machinery  possessed  by  the  different  plants  permits 
them  to  produce  quantity  and  (piality,  and  the  abundance  of  the  domes 
tic  raw  material  these  consume,  as  well  as  the  low  price  of  the  latter, 
contribute  to  their  output,  enabling  them  to  compete  advantageously 
with  similar  imimrted  articles. 

“The  Brazilian,  Uruguayan,  Paraguayan,  Bolivian,  and  Peruvian, 
and  even  the  Chilean  markets  may  be  secured  through  treaties  ami 
commercial  conventions  which,  inspired  in  a  frank  and  liberal  South 
American  policy,  will  increase  the  interchange  of  products  by  the 
establishment  of  reciprocal  privileges.  , 

“We  have  entered  upon  this  path,  and  the  Presidential  trip  has  this 
end  in  view  and  this  intent,  among  others  equally  transcendent  for  the 
Kepublic. 

“The  trade  with  Brazil,  which  in  the  last  five  years  represented 
twenty-one  millions  gold  in  imports  and  forty-eight  millions  gold  in 
exports,  can  and  should  continue  on  its  ever-increasing  advance. 

“The  products  of  the  torrid  zone,  the  yerba  mate,  coffee,  tobacco, 
etc.,  should  come  into  the  Argentine  market  ui)on  liberal  conditions,  so 
as  to  cheapen  living,  and  our  products  that  Brazil  may  need,  such  as 
wheat,  corn.  Hour,  meal,  cattle  on  the  hoof.  Jerked  beef,  forage,  etc., 
should  there  find  equal  advantages  and  i)rivilege8  to  the  evident  and 
mutual  international  convenience. 


BUREAU  OP  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS.  593 

“Whatever  is  doue  in  this  regard  will  be  prntitable  to  «uir  i>ro<luc- 
tioii  and  our  wealth. 

“We  only  fear  that  the  projected  treaties  can  not  be  realized  in  all 
their  scope  and  plan  since  the  path  which  has  la'en  marke<l  out  has 
inverted  the  terms  of  the  problen». 

“The  first  step  shouhl  have  been  the  abrogation  of  all  existing  treat¬ 
ies,  in  order  to  be  at  liberty  to  make  the  new  one  according  to  the 
expediency  and  necessities  of  international  trade. 

“In  this  way  the  ‘most  favored  nation ’  clan.se,  which  through  want  of 
foresight  appears  in  all  existing  treaties,  can  l>e  reserved  exclusively 
for  the  South  American  nations. 

“Now,  if  we  treat  with  Brazil  or  Uruguay,  we  encounter  the  diffi¬ 
culty  that  (lermany,  France,  England,  the  United  States,  etc.,  will 
demand  privileges  for  their  ])roducts  equal  to  those  accorded  Brazil  or 
Uruguay,  because  of  the  existence  of  that  clause.  *  •  * 

“But,  at  any  rate,  we  will  have  to  end  by  doing  what  should  have 
marked  the  commenceinent,  and  treaties  or  conventions  with  South 
American  nations  will  strengthen  fraternal  and  necessary  bonds  and 
will  establish  new  and  valuable  currents  of  trade. 

“Our  shoi)s  and  manufactories  will  have  new  markets,  and  in  lieu  of 
l)rovi<ling  for  the  reciuireinents  of  our  small  ])opulatioii  of  .^,0<M»,()(K) 
they  may  become  purveyors  to  the  15,(V)0,(K)0  to  20,00d,(NK)  inhabitants 
of  the  neight)oriug  nations. 

“To  do  this  it  will  suffice  to  establish  in  these  treaties  or  conventions 
a  bounty  for  the  i)r<Mlucts  of  Argentine  industry — that  i.s,  that  they 
shall  ]>ay,  for  example,  one-half  the  duties  that  similar  articles  of 
Euro])ean  manufacture  pay  on  inqmrtation. 

“The  Argentine  national  industry  is  the  most  atlvanced  of  America, 
just  as  the  llepublic  is  the  greatest  provider  and  producer  of  raw  mate¬ 
rial  for  the  same.  It  can,  therefore,  hold  and  conquer  new  markets  and 
increase  its  production  and  profits.” 

IMPORTS  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  exports  to  the  Argentine  Republic  from  ports  of  the  United 
States  outsi«le  of  New  York  during  the  months  of  August  and  Septem¬ 
ber,  180!»,  as  per  statistics  compiled  at  the  Argentine  Consulate-tieneral 
at  New  York,  were  in  value  8;U)0,48.‘{.  The  exports  from  New  York  to 
the  Argentine  Republic  for  the  same  period  amounted  to  $4,499,319. 
The  imports  from  the  same  country  during  the  same  months  were 
valued  at  $.TJ4,.'»61.  The  tonnage  between  the  two  countries  named 
during  the  same  i)eriod  was  as  follows:  Arrived  at  New  York,  3 
steamers,  with  a  tonnage  of  5,173  tons;  at  Philadelphia,  1  sailing  ves- 
.sel  of  88(*  tons;  at  Boston,  2  sailing  vessels  of  1,. 334  tons — making  a 
total  of  0  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  7,393  tons.  There  were  cleared 
from  New  York  13  steamers  and  4  sailing  vessels,  with  an  aggregate 
tonnage  of  29,408  tons;  from  Boston,  3  sailing  vessels,  2,0;{1  tons;  from 
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Portlaiui,  7  sailing  vessels,  6,043  tons;  from  J’ensacola,  the  same  num¬ 
ber  of  sailing  vessels,  8,867  tons;  from  Pascagoula,  3  sailing  ves-sels, 
2,874  tons;  from  Mobile,  3  sailing  vessels,  2,121  tons;  from  Savannah, 

1  sailing  vessel,  680  tons;  from  Baltimore,  1  sailing  ves.sel,  r)80  tons- 
giving  a  total  of  42  vessels,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  53,264  tons. 

MISCELLANEOUS  NOTES. 

On  October  30  last  an  extraordinary  general  meeting  of  the  River 
Plate  Gas  Comi)any  (Limited)  was  held  at  Winchester  House,  London, 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  an  ad  referendum  arrangement  entered 
into  by  the  directors  with  Senor  Antonio  Santa  MarIa  for  the  pur- 
cha.se  by  the  comi>any  of  the  gas  works  and  appurtenances  in  the  city 
of  Rosario.  It  was  stated  by  the  chairman  of  the  meeting  that  the 
board  had  obtained  an  option,  expiring  on  the  following  day,  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  works  in  que.stion  for  £180,000  cash.  The  concession  for  the 
Rosario  Gas  Works  is  in  perpetuity,  and  the  land  it  occupies  is  free¬ 
hold.  The  city  of  Rosario  has  a  impulation  of  90,0(M».  On  December 
31  last  there  were  2,225  meters  in  use  and  61,887  linear  meters  of 
mains  laid.  The  quantity  of  gas  produced  in  1897  was  66,000, (KM)  cubic 
feet,  and  in  1898  72,000,000  feet,  while  during  the  first  four  months  of 
this  year  there  was  a  further  increase  of  10  per  cent  over  the  corre 
spending  period  of  last  year.  There  is  one  electric-lighting  company  in 
Rosario,  but  it  is  said  to  have  made  but  little  progress.  The  average 
profits  of  the  Rosario  Gas  Works  for  the  past  three  years  were  stated 
to  be  £16,0.32  i)er  annum,  the  profit  for  1898  having  been  £19,964.  It 
was  agreed  by  the  directors  that  if  the  shareholders  should  assent  to 
the  proposed  purchase  the  former  would  rai.se  the  necessary  capital  by 
issuing  at  par  one  new  ordinary  share  for  every  five  shares  now  held 
by  them,  and  that  the  calls  on  the  shares  would  be  made  at  long 
intervals. 

The  Chamber  of  Deputies  at  Buenos  Ayres  on  October  29  last  passed 
the  Conversion  Bill,  the  main  object  of  which  is  to  arrest  the  further 
appreciation  of  the  currency,  to  sell  the  Transandine  Railway,  in  the 
hope  of  receiving  thereby  £1,400,000,  to  issue  £1,. 500,000  national 
cedulas  in  the  London  market,  and  lastly  to  negotiate  over  £1,000,(KM) 
of  Home  Debt  stock  of  1891.  The  same  Chamber  two  days  previously 
l)assed  the  Government  Bill,  fixing  the  conversion  of  i)aper  money  at 
the  rate  of  44  centavos  gold  per  dollar,  so  soon  as  there  is  enough 
specie  in  hand  to  permit  such  conversion. 

The  statistics  of  the  wine  culture  in  the  Province  of  Mendoza  show 
that  on  June  30, 1899,  there  were  devoted  to  vineyards  20,146  he<-tares, 
and  the  harvest  for  1899  is  estimated  at  437,200  bordalesan  (casks  con¬ 
taining  from  120  to  2.50  liters),  of  which  up  to  July  1  there  h.ad  been 
exporte*!  167,033. 
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The  press  of  the  Kepublic  rejwrts  the  recent  discovery  of  a  rich 
dci>08it  of  mica  in  the  Department  of  Moliuo.s,  the  Government  having 
already  been  applied  to  for  permission  to  M’ork  the  claim,  which  is 
reiH)ited  to  be  very  promising. 

The  firm  of  Peacock  &  Co.  has  applied  to  the  Government  of  Cor¬ 
doba  for  a  concession  for  a  narrow-gauge  railroad  from  Juarez  Celman 
(Department  of  Marcos  Juarez)  through  the  eastern  part  of  the 
province  as  far  as  Kio  Seeo. 

During  the  months  of  June  and  July,  1899,  there  were  31  patents 
issued  and  117  trademarks  registered  in  the  proper  ottice  in  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  during  the  mouth  of  August  31  patents  and  72  trade-marks 
were  issued  and  registered. 

A  Chicago  tirm  has  recently  supplied  and  installed  for  “La  Negra” 
Ice  Company,  of  Buenos  Ayres,  a  new  plant  capable  of  turning  out  109 
tons  daily  during  the  next  season,  which  will  supply  the  city  and 
surrounding  country. 

The  latest  statistics  give  the  grain  crop  for  the  year  as  2,400,000 
tuns. 


BOLIVIA. 

FOREST  AND  MINERAL  WEALTH. 

The  rubber  forests  of  Bolivia  and  the  mines  of  the  Bepublic,  consti¬ 
tuting,  the  chief  sources  of  internal  prosperity,  were  the  subjects  dis- 
cu.s8t‘d  by  Mr.  KNRigUE  Wulff,  Consul-General  of  Bolivia  iu  the 
United  States,  before  the  International  Commercial  Congress,  to  which 
body  he  was  the  Bolivian  repre.sentative. 

Mr.  Wulff  simke  .substantially  as  follows: 

•  **•••• 

“The  rubber  forests  ])roper  cover  the  vast  territory  lying  between 
the  rivers  Beni,  Madre  de  Dios,  I’ivius,  and  Ajjuiri,  and  between  the 
footliills  of  the  Andes  Mountains  and  the  frontier  of  Brazil. 

“Note<l  explorers  agree  as  to  the  immense  natural  wealth  this  va.st 
forest  region  contains,  and  the  day  has  arrived  when  this  entire  region 
is  o])ened  up  lor  the  varied  u.ses  of  mankind. 

“  The  intlux  of  people,  who  on  the  banks  of  these  great  rivers,  are 
gathering  the  rubber  in  the  more  accessible  places,  has  risen  in  the 
past  eight  years  from  isolated  gatherers  to  thousands  of  i>erson8  now 
operating  there,  either  independently  or  in  the  employ  of  imwerful 
syndicates. 

“All  these  jicople  require  everything  essential  for  their  living  and 
their  work,  and  the  business  of  furnishing  these  supidies  is  one  of  the 
very  ]irofitable  things  men  are  engaged  in. 
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“  Although  it  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  and  regret  that  the  gree<l  of 
the  rubber  gatherer  has  needlessly  spoiled  thousands  of  valuable  trees, 
there  remain  yet  untold  thousands  in  places  remote  from  river  banks. 

“The  difliculty  in  reatdiing  these  sources  of  supplies  is  of  no  mean 
order,  and  consists  chiefly  in  making  pathways  in  the  impenetrable 
forests,  and  in  i)acifying  many  of  the  more  hostile  Indians  inhabiting 
these  regions. 

“There  is,  however,  one  fact  especially  worthy  of  attention,  viz,  in 
almost  all  the  valleys  of  the  Andes  Mountains  crossing  the  Department 
of  La  Paz  and  at  the  head  waters  of  the  rivers  is  found  what  is  known 
under  thename  of  ‘  CanWloa  elastirn,^  (*r  Peruvian  rubber. 

“With  careful  management  in  gathering  the  last-named  rubber  a 
higher  price  can  be  obtained  for  the  same  than  at  present. 

“It  seems  to  me  that,  as  the  rubber  lauds  are  so  susceptible  of 
rapid  vegetation  by  reason  of  the  climatic  condition  aiid  the  comimsition 
of  the  soil,  ‘  rubber  jdantatious’  ought  to  be  started,  where  a  rational 
cultivation  of  rubber  trees  could  just  as  well  be  maintained,  as  has  been 
the  case  for  many  years  in  jdauting  and  cultivating  the  cinchona  or 
‘cascarilla’  tree. 

“No  surer  and  more  permanent  investment  can  be  ma«le  than  in  a 
rubber  plantation.  There  are  also  other  highly  desirable  products, 
such  as  the  vegetables,  silk,  the  yellow  cotton,  the  coco  brush,  etc., 
whicli  are  known  to  be  of  the  easiest  culture,  and  guarantee  i)ermanent 
and  satisfactory  results. 

“The  dye,  drug,  and  cabinet-wood  trees  of  this  region  are  highly 
prized  and  very  much  sought  after. 

“  Shortly  after  Dr.  Edwin  K.  Health,  now  Consul  of  llolivia  in 
Kansas  Cityj  had  completed  his  explorations  of  the  Beni  Hiver,  the 
(lovernment  set  about  to  disseminate  the  newsof  his  valuable  work  and 
discoveries,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  great  wealth  of  the  rubber 
trees  known  under  the  name  of  ^  Hevea  hrmiliensiii^  or  ‘  Ileren 
xyphonia' 

“Since  then  liberal  laws  have  been  enacted  for  the  acquisition  of 
rubber  and  other  forest  lands  for  the  ])uriK>se  of  stimulating  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  the  rubber  tree  and  other  valuable  products  of  this  immense 
forest  region. 

“The  law,*  as  it  now  stands,  permits  anyone  to  explore  these  forests 
for  wild-growing  rubber,  medicinal,  or  dye  wood  trees,  and  grants  toevery 
applicant  after  discovery  of  from  1  to  oHO  estrtidas  for  a  trifling  annual 
payment  for  fifteen  consecutive  years,  when  the  (lovernment  issues  a 
patent  for  the  land  in  perpetuity,  according  to  the  law  promulgated  in 
189(1;  or  the  applicant  may  ]>ay  in  advance  the  fifteen  yearly  payments, 
amounting  to  15  bolivianos  for  each  estrada  of  159  trees,  and  the  patent 
will  be  issueil  at  once.” 

*The  l.iw  rejiulatinj;  concessions  and  ownership  of  rnbber-trce  lands  in  Bolivia 
was  published  in  tbe  Monthly  Bulletin  of  the  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics 
for  .Inly,  1897,  pp.  IJI-liS. 
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Si)eakiug  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  country,  Mr.  Wulff  stated 
that — 

“Conservative  estimates  corroborate  the  belief  that  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Oriiro  alone  are  enough  visible  copper  dei>osits  to  parallel  the 
silver  de|)08its  of  the  Department  of  I’otosi,  from  which,  as  it  is  gener¬ 
ally  known,  Bolivia  has  become,  with  very  limited  e.vploitatioii,  the 
third  silver-producing  country  of  the  world,  ^o  less  that  3,0B0  millions 
p(»unds  sterling  of  silver  have  been  extracted  from  these  mines  since 
the  Spanish  coinpiest  of  the  Inca  nation. 

“The  great  tin-ore  de|>osits — vein  and  stream  tin — in  the  1  lepartments 
of  Ornro,  Potosi,  and  La  Pa/,  have  assumed  in  the  past  eight  years  a 
commanding  imsition  in  the  tin-sui)ply  sources  of  the  w'orld.  The  rich¬ 
ness  and  purity  <tf  Bolivian  tin  ores  have  won  .serious  attention  from 
the  commercial  nations  of  ICuroi>e,  so  much  so  that  smelting  works  have 
been  ere<'te<l  in  Todstedt,  near  Hamburg,  Germany,  which  mostly 
imiMtrt  Bolivian  tin  ores;  also  in  Schlagenwald,  Bohemia;  in  Freiberg, 
Saxony;  in  France,  and  in  St.  Helens,  England,  where  the  bulk  of  the 
Bolivian  tin  ores  are  handled. 

“Bismuth  and  antimonyores  are  likewise  largely  eximrted  to  Ger¬ 
many  and  France,  and  one  tirin  in  London,  England,  is  known  to  be 
the  large.st  and  most  successful  smelters  of  Bolivian  bismuth  ores. 

“The  large  copper  vein  deposits  of  niangaue.se  and  hematite  iron  in 
the  Department  of  Tarija  have  not  failed  to  attract  the  attention  of  the 
mining  eximrt. 

“The  gold  veins  and  placer  deposits  are  assuming  the  front  rank  of 
activity  in  Bolivia  at  present.  It  is  not  assuming  too  much  to  say  that 
nearly  all  the  river  be«ls  of  Bolivia  contain  placer  gold.  The  extent  of 
these  placers  is  simply  marvelous;  their  richness  per  cubic  yartl  com¬ 
pares  decidedly  in  their  favor  with  any  of  the  more  recent  finds  in  the 
Klondike. 

“The  condition  for  working  the.se  placers  is  far  superior  to  any  of  the 
best  situated  jdacer  claims  in  the  aforesaid  regions. 

“Water  and  fuel  are  iu  abundance,  and  the  living  supplies  and  sani¬ 
tary  1‘onditions  are,  in  most  cases,  superb.  You  may  very  naturally 
ask  why  is  it,  when  there  are  such  rich  placer  deposits  and  inviting 
conditions  to  work  these  deiMisits,  that  they  are  not  being  worked. 

“Lack  of  roads  prevents  the  transportation  of  any  kind  of  mo<lern 
machinery  or  contrivance  to  these  places,  and  is  the  main  drawback 
for  the  mines  not  having  been  worked  at  all,  except  during  the  time  of 
the  Incas  and  under  the  iSpanish  contpiest. 

“Only  in  the  early  part  of  1S1>8  the  first  mining  machinery  went  in 
from  the  United  States,  and  .since  then  three  companies  ai  e  working 
there  with  great  .success.  Several  Belgium,  English,  and  German 
com]>anies  are  exploiting  the  placers  with  eiiual  successful  returns, 
and  but  lately  a  powerful  United  States  smelting  concern  has  taken 
hold  to  exploit  the  copi>er  resources  of  Bolivia. 


Hl'RKAU  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


01)8 

“(xold-quartz  vi*iu.s  are  encountered  in  all  parts  of  the  Andes  cross¬ 
ing  liolivia,  and  as  far  south  as  the  frontier,  where  very  rich  quartz 
veins  and  placer  fields  are  known  to  exist,  but  have  not  been  worked 
because  of  theinqK)ssibility  of  bringing  in  machinery, 

“The  indu.strial  condition  of  Bolivia  invites  the  most  careful  atten¬ 
tion  of  every  thoughtful  man,  for,  with  the  awakening  of  the  mining 
industry  in  its  manifald  ramifications,  changes  maair  from  day  to  day 
which  demand  the  introduction  of  every  article  prerequisite  for  the 
successful  exploitation  of  the  mineral  deimsits.  It  may  even  compel 
the  c.stablishment  of  industries  in  Bolivia  in  the  near  future  essential 
for  the  i)ermaneut  progress  and  maintenance  of  this  all-important 
subject. 

“Immigrants  in  Bolivia  are  not  considered,  as  in  many  other  countries, 
unwelcome  guests.  Bolivians  are  very  hospitable,  and  a  foreigner  is, 
for  the  lower  classes,  an  object  of  curiosity,  but  his  friendship  and 
relationship  is  highly  desired  by  all  classes.  He  is  a  very  desirable 
guest,  for  he  does  not  come  to  become  a  rival,  but  comes  to  establish 
industries  unknown  to  the  native  and  which  will  be  of  benefit  to  the 
country  and  its  inhabitants.  No  matter  how  uninstructed,  he  always 
will  be  able  to  teach  something,  even  if  in  his  own  language,  and  those 
people  far  away  from  the  center  of  the  world  welcome  him,  seat  him  at 
their  table,  and  are  highly  honored  with  his  friendship. 

“The  proof  of  this  is  that  there  is  not  a  foreigner  in  Bolivia  whom 
you  could  call  pauper.  In  Bolivia  the  foreigner  who  desires  to  work 
can  do  so;  the  Government,  as  I  have  said,  gives  him  the  land  and 
the  people  their  friendship, 

“The  money  standard  of  Bolivia  is  the  boliviano,  which  weighs  25 
grams,  O.DOd-fine,  equivalent  to  about  41  cents.  United  States  money. 
Subject  as  this  money  is  to  the  continuous  lluctuations  to  which  it  is 
exposed  by  exchange,  owing  to  the  ri.se  and  fall  of  silver,  the  country 
is  completely  without  a  basis  on  which  to  rely  for  foreign  trade.  This 
has  been  a  cau.se  of  depression  to  commerce,  and,  to  a  certain  extent, 
causes  importations  to  decline,  which,  of  course,  is  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  manufacturing  countries  who  persist  in  maintaining  the  gold 
standard.” 

GEN.  DON  JOSE  MANUEL  PANDO,  PRESIDENT— NEW  CABINET. 

Gen.  Don  Jos6  Manuel  Pando  was,  on  Thursday,  October  20, 1809, 
inaugurated  as  Constitutional  President  of  the  Bepublic  of  Bolivia, 
amid  the  enthusiastic  acclamations  of  Congress  and  tlie  people.  The 
President’s  first  Cabinet  has  been  constituted  as  follows: 

Minister  for  Foreign  Attairs,  Senor  Fernando  Guauialla. 

Minister  of  the  Interior,  Sefior  Carlos  Komero. 

Mini.ster  of  Finance,  Sefior  Demetrio  Calbimonte, 

Minister  of  Justice  and  Public  Instruction,  Sefior  Samuel  Oropeza. 

Minister  of  War,  Col.  Ismael  Montes. 
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HHAZIL. 

DEVELOPMENT  OF  TRADE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Charles  Page  Bryan,  United  States  Minister  to  Brazil,  wsrs 
one  of  the  speakers  at  the  eleventh  day’s  session  of  the  International 
Coniinereial  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks 
supplied  valuable  information  to  merchants  in  the  United  States  seek¬ 
ing  a  market  in  the  Brazilian  Bepublic  He  urged  the  representation 
of  United  States  proilucts  by  United  States  citizens,  saying  that — 

“A  European  branch  house  may,  for  instance,  take  the  agency  of 
American  coal,  which,  however,  he  will  offer  only  when  he  has  exhausted 
every  etibrt  to  dispose  of  the  Welsh  supply,  always  plentiful.  So  a 
Belgian  will  sell  United  States  steel  rails  only  when  no  purchaser  of 
those  of  his  country  can  be  found.  •  *  •  Coini)etition  with  Euro- 

l^eans  is  keen.  In  commercial  alliance  they  stand  united  against  all 
newcomers.  •  ♦  *  Once  introduced,  no  matter  by  what  producer, 

American  coal,  for  instance,  w«)uld  soon  tind  favor  and  be  known  as 
the  best,  as  has  been  the  case  with  our  Hour,  the  supremacy  of  which 
we  are  striving  to  maintain.  •  *  * 

“No  ettbrt  should  be  spared  to  establish  American  banks  and  steam¬ 
ship  lines.  They  would  pay  handsomely,  and  the  return  to  our  com¬ 
merce  would  be  incalculable.  Several  of  the  State  Legislatures  are 
voting  subsidies,  and  the  Federal  ("ongress  is  contemplating  like  action 
for  a  line  of  steamers  to  New  York.  Such  an  enterprise  and  a  great  rail¬ 
road  promise  magnificent  opportunities  for  large  American  investors.” 

'  BOUNDARY  LINE  WITH  BOLIVIA. 

It  is  reported  from  Bio  Janeiro  that  the  Brazilian  Foreign  Minister, 
Gen.  DE  ('astro  C'ERgUEiRA,  and  the  Bolivian  Minister  at  Bio,  Senor 
Paravictni,  have  signed  a  protocol  settling  the  boundary  question 
between  their  res])ective  countries.  A  joint  commission  will  rectify  the 
frontier  according  to  the  treaty  of  1867,  setting  aside  the  protocol  of 
1805.  The  Bolivian  custom-house  at  Puerto  Alonso  will  continue  until 
the  final  settlement. 


NEW  TARIFF  RATES. 

The  rates  of  the  new  Brazilian  tariff  law  are  influenced  in  a  great 
degree  by  the  recii)rocal  duties  of  other  countries,  the  minimum  rate 
being  for  those  admitting  the  products  of  Brazil  at  low  duties,  or  free, 
and  the  maximum  for  countries  which  impose  high  duties.  France, 
Italy,  and  Russia  are  especially  att'ected  by  the  maximum  rates,  while 
the  United  States,  which  imposes  no  duty  on  the  two  leading  exports 
of  Brazil — coffee  and  rubber — receives  the  benefit  of  the  minimum  rate. 
Imports  of  wheat  are  dutiable,  but  this  is  not  adverse  to  the  interests 
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of  tlie  United  States,  as  Hctur  eonstitntt'S  the  ehief  cereal  product 
imported  from  this  source.  While  this  may  interfere  somewhat  with 
the  prosperity  of  the  llra/.ilian  millinjj  interests,  it  does  not  imply  aii 
advantage  over  the  Argentine  Republic,  as  the  latter  coiuitry  can  also 
become  a  beneficiary  of  the  minimum  tariff. 

Coal  remains  on  the  free  list,  and  steel  rails  are  taxe<l  from  *7.o0  to 
SKLIO  on  light  sections,  and  from  to  i?.'!  on  heavy  section.s.  The 

duties  on  te.vtiles  are  very  high,  cotton  cloths  being  divided  into  general 
clas.ses  as  unbleached,  bleached,  colored,  and  ])rinted,  and  then  graded 
into  several  grades  in  each  class.  The  highest  rates  on  each  <*las8  are 
as  follows:  On  unbleached,  per  kilo  of  2.204  pounds,  the  minimum 
tariff  is  82.10  and  the  general  tariff  §2.85;  on  bleached,  minimum,  $.4, 
and  general,  84,20;  on  colored  or  printed,  minimum,  82.25,  general, 
85.15.  The  duties  on  lumber  will  be  assessed  per  cubic  meter,  approxi¬ 
mately  35.4  cubic  feet.  On  oak,  the  minimum  and  general  duties  will 
be,  resi)e»;tively,  $8.25  and  811..')5,  and  on  pine,  82.32  and  83.37. 

The  following  table  gives  the  duties  on  the  most  imimrtant  imports 
from  United  States  sources,  the  estimated  value  of  the  milreis  being 
taken  as  15  cent.s,  which,  wdiile  it  does  not  correspond  exactly  with  the 
Rio  rates  of  exchange,  is  approximately  correct. 


[Pit  niftru-  tou,  2, -’04  poundH.] 


Article. 

Miuimum. 

(ieneral. 

»5.25 

1.5<» 

17.50 

2.25 

Wheat . 

45.00  i 

10.50 

15.00 

9.00 

Turpentine: 

30.  iK) 

43.00 

4 

15.00 

‘Jl.no 

IMMENSE  RESOURCES  OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 

The  interests  of  the  vast  Republic  of  Brazil  were  represented  at  the 
Pan-American  sessions  of  the  International  Commercial  Congress  sit¬ 
ting  at  Philadelphia  from  October  14  to  October  31,  by  Captain  CoR- 
DEIRO  i)E  Grac;a,  delegate  from  Brazil,  and  Mr.  Alfonso  Ratis,  del¬ 
egate  from  the  State  of  Sao  Panlo,  ISi  azil.  The  former  gave  a  graphic 
de.scription  of  the  immensity  of  the  internal  resources  of  the  country, 
and  the  latter  considered  it  from  a  commercial  standimint  and  its  influ¬ 
ence  on  the  coffee  trade. 

Captain  Cordeiho’s  i)aper  was,  in  part,  as  follows: 

«•****• 

“In  order  to  give  an  idea  of  the  natural  wealth  which  this  country 
oilers  to  the  activity  of  its  residents  it  is  suflicient  to  mention  the  ju-in- 
cipal  ])roducts  that  can  be  exported  without  necessitating  first  a  tedi¬ 
ous  and  long  cultivation  of  the  soil.  The  Bepublic  of  Guatemala  has 
a  population  of  1,32.3,000;  the  State  of  Para  has  only  700,(MK).  Never- 
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theless,  in  1885  Guatemala  exported  ten  millions  less,  or  half  of  the 
exjmrts  of  Parfi.  The  same  year  the  Republic  of  Bolivia,  with  2,300,000 
inhabitants,  eximrted  $12,000,000  less  than  Para,  and  Colombia,  with 
a  population  of  3,000,000,  did  not  export  any  more  than  Para,  viz, 
$17,(KMi,000  worth.  The  exports  of  Ecuador  are  only  half;  those  of 
Peru  (with  its  3,000,0(M)  population),  only  two-thirds  of  those  of  Pard. 
Mexico,  the  {jreat  and  imwerful  Mexico,  with  a  i)opulation  of  between 
10,(MK),000  and  12,000,000,  has  exported  $2,000,000  worth  less  than  Pard 
alone.  Including  the  exjmrts  of  last  December  the  total  of  this  State 
will  reach  $20,000,(K)0.  The  princii>al  products  are  rubber,  cocoa,  nuts, 
hides  of  dirt'erent  kinds,  sarsaparilla,  oil  of  copaiba,  guarana,  neuhula, 
kumaru;  then  vanilla,  vegetable  ivory,  precious  woods,  essences,  raisins 
and  fruits.  The  gold  yield  in  the  nortlu  rn  part  of  the  <*ountry  is  very 
great.  In  this  brief  description  it  is  impossible  for  me  give  a  full 
account  of  the  rubber  industry;  suffice  it  to  say  that  in  1897  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  Para  alone,  not  including  the  Amazon  district,  amounted  to 
9,(KK)  tons.  The  cocoa  crop  amounted  to  from  3,0<Ki  to  5,000  tons;  the 
eximrt  of  tobacco  was  over  750  tons.  The  vanilla  of  Para  is  known  in 
France  under  the  name  of  ‘vanillin,’  and  brings  from  $2  to  $4  per  kilo. 
The  tonka  beans  are  exx>orted  in  large  quantities  to  this  country  and  to 
Europe.  If  I  should  wish  to  speak  at  length  of  the  wood,  I  should 
hav'e  to  quote  some  five  hundred  varieties. 

“The  public  instruction  is  divided  into  primary,  secondary,  and 
technical  education.  There  are  49  primary  schools  in  the  capital  and 
585  in  the  interior.  Besides,  there  are  training  schools,  and  the 
‘Lyceum’  (high  school),  which  prepares  the  students  for  the  university. 
I  must  also  mention  the  Academy  of  Music,  the  Society  for  the  Advance¬ 
ment  of' Fine  Arts,  the  Lyceum  of  Art  and  Industry,  and  the  Normal 
School. 

“The  Government  of  the  State  is  modeled  after  your  State  govern¬ 
ments.  1  must  mention  here  that  some  of  the  States — Para,  for 
instance — have  two  houses,  corresimudiug  to  your  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  while  other  States  of  our  Union  have  only  one  house. 
The  municipal  government  is  independent  of  the  State  government 
and  is  administered  as  in  the  most  advanced  countries. 

“The  budget  for  the  year  1898-99  amounted  to  about  $10,000,000. 
The  receipts  of  the  Federal  customs  were  $11,000,(K)0. 

“The  highest  temperature  in  December  was  32.2°  C.  in  the  sun,  cor¬ 
responding  to  about  90°  F. 

^'•Commerce  anil  narigation. — The  export  trade  of  Para  is  well  devel¬ 
oped  and  is  in  constant  touch  with  the  United  States  by  means  of  two 
lines  of  steamers — the  Red  Cross  and  the  Booth  lines.  It  is  connected 
with  Europe — that  is  to  say,  with  Liverpool,  Antwerp,  Hamburg,  Havre, 
Lisbon,  and  Genoa — by  means  of  French,  English,  Italian,  Portuguese, 
and  German  steamers.  There  is  not  one  American  boat  engaged  in 
this  traftic,  though  there  w’ere  others  some  time  ago. 

Bull.  No.  5 - 2 
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Banks. — Parii  has  thre(5  English  banks,  the  British,  the  London,  and 
the  River  Plate,  and  the  London  and  Brazilian  Bank.  It  has  also 
five  Brazilian  banks,  the  Bank  of  Para,  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Par4, 
and  Bank  of  Northern  Brazil.  I  have  only  spoken  a  few  words  about 
this  single  State  of  Brazil.  A  full  description  of  this  State  alone 
would  take  up  a  whole  volume. 

“  The  State  of  Amazonas. — This  State  is  the  largest  in  the  Union.  It 
has  not  as  yet  been  cultivated  to  any  extent,  but  its  natural  wealth  is 
so  great  that  in  live  years  its  capital,  Manaos,  has  been  transformed 
rom  a  small  village  Into  one  of  the  most  comfortable  and  beautiful 
cities  of  America,  its  development  having  been  largely  furthered  by 
the  patriotic  spirit  of  the  Governors  of  the  State.  It  has  fine  avenues 
and  streets,  all  lighted  by  electricity;  trolley  cars,  fine  buildings,  fine 
schools,  and  in  spite  of  the  large  expenditures  the  treasury  has  always 
about  $3,000,0(10  on  hand.  The  budget  for  this  year  has  been  estimated 
at  $7,500,0(K),  which  amount  has  been  reached  by  the  receipts  during 
the  first  four  months. 

“This  is  the  true  Eldorado  of  the  world.  The  population  of  this 
State,  which  is  in  a  i)eriod  of  formation,  is  only  200,000.  The  State  of 
Amazonas,  under  the  government  of  Colonel  Ramalho,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  presided  over  by  the  former  Governor, 
Riteiro,  has  made  enormous  strides  forward.  In  order  to  give  you  an 
idea  of  the  vastness  of  this  State,  I  might  say  that  in  oi’der  to  go  from 
Manaos  to  Venezuela,  on  the  Rio  Negro,  in  a  steamer  or  saillmat  it 
takes  from  twenty  to  thirty  days.  It  takes  the  same  time  for  a  trip  to 
Iquitos,  in  Peru,  going  up  the  river  Solimois. 

Maranhfio. — This  is  a  very  rich  State  and  as  yet  undeveloped.  It 
produces  a  large  amount  of  cereals,  exports  natural  products  in  con¬ 
siderable  quantity  to  Europe,  and  has  an  extensive  trade  with  Pari 
and  the  Amazons.  This  State  could  furnish  rubber  in  abundance,  but 
the  industry  has  not  yet  been  developed.  Always  in  a  peaceful  state 
and  undisturbed  by  political  agitations,  the  State  has  brought  its  edu¬ 
cational  system  to  a  very  high  standing.  Arts  and  sciences  are  more 
developed  here  than  in  any  other  State  of  Brazd.  This  State  has 
neither  interior  nor  foreign  debts.  , 

“  La  Parahyba  do  Norte  and  Rio  Grande  do  Norte  jiroduce  large 
quantities  of  sugar,  cotton,  .and  hides. 

“  LaCeara  is  one  of  the  richest  States,  although  the  terrible  droughts 
make  agriculture  difficult.  It  exports  hides  and  natural  products  in 
large  (piantities. 

“  Pernamhuco. — This  is  one  of  the  largest  produ(!ers  of  raisins,  sugar, 
cotton,  and  hides.  It  has  a  splendid  net  of  railwaiys  extending  a  way 
into  the  interior  and  penetrating  the  primeval  forests,  where  the  climate 
is  superb.  Business  is  quite  .active  in  this  State. 

“  Mageos  produces  the  same  articles  as  Pernambuco. 

“  Bahia. — This  is  one  of  the  finest  States  of  the  Union.  It  imssesses 
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ricli  pold  mines.  Other  products  are  sugar  cane,  cotlee,  precious 
wiKuls.  cotton,  and,  above  all,  tobacco,  which  in  quality  stands  second 
only  to  that  of  Havana  and  finds  a  considerable  outlet  in  Europe — 
Belgium,  Fram*e,  Italy,  Holland,  and  (lermany. 

“L’Espirito  Santo  and  liio  de  Janeiro  are  the  largest  producers  of 
coffee  and  other  natural  products.  Espirito  Santo  is  not  yet  developed 
and  everything  has  still  to  be  created;  Rio  de  Janeiro,  however,  is 
already  traversed  by  a  good  network  of  railroads.  The  capital  of  the 
Union,  Rio  de  Janein>,  is  situated  iu  one  of  the  most  beautiful  bays  of 
the  world.  Its  commerce  is  enormous  and  the  largest  in  all  South 
America.  It  is  provisionally  the  capital  of  the  federation  of  Brazil. 

“Although  yellow  fever  exists  there  during  the  four  hottest  months, 
the  mortality,  compared  with  that  of  the  healthiest  cities  of  the  world, 
is  very  small.  With  a  population  of  700, ()(K)  or  t>O0,000,  the  daily  death 
rate  during  the  winter  months — or  spring,  I  should  rather  say,  for  there 
is  no  winter  in  that  climate  in  the  northern  sense — is  from  2.’)  to  S."!  a 
day.  The  United  States  Consul-deneral  can  corroborate  my  statement. 
The  suburbs  of  Rio  are  superb  and  counted  among  the  finest  of  the 
globe.  Tijuca  and  Corcovado,  both  of  which  are  reached  by  railroad, 
have  a  height  of  7(K)  meters  and  2,2(K)  feet,  re.sp<‘ctively.  There  is  an 
electric  road  500  metcTS  long  on  Tijuca,  penetrating  into  the  primeval 
forest. 

“Petropolis,  one  and  three  quarter  hours’  ride  from  the  capital, is 
3,(KK)  feet  above  sea-level.  There  is  no  fever  in  the.se  regions,  where 
the  foreigners  have  their  residences.  If  I  wished  to  sjieak  of  Rio  alone, 
with  its  university,  its  schools,  its  commercial  interests,  and  its  traffic, 
I  should  have  more  to  .say  than  time  permits  at  present. 

“  I  must  also  mention  a  master  work  of  engineering,  the  Central 
Railroml  of  Brazil,  which  was  constructed  under  the  direction  of  a 
Brazilian,  with  the  assistance  of  several  American  engineers  brought 
to  our  country  by  your  lamented  engineer,  Mr.  Mousing,  who  served 
his  apiirenticeship  at  the  time  when  the  Cincinnati  (Ohio)  Railroad 
was  built.  These  were  the  good  old  times  when  the  United  States  still 
sent  her  girders,  iron  beams,  bridge  material,  etc.,  to  Brazil.  This 
trade,  however,  has  succumbed  to  the  competition  of  Creusot  (France), 
Fives  Lille  (Belgium),  and  Krupp  (Oermany). 

“When  the  sanitary  works  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  shall  have  been  com¬ 
pleted,  for  which  purjiose  the  municipality  will  be  authorized  to  spend 
as  much  as  .*30,000,000,  it  will  certainly,  owing  to  its  geographical  imsi- 
tion,  be  the  metropolis  of  South  America. 

Geraes. — If  I  have  S|M)ken  so  enthusiastically  about  Parii, 
what  shall  I  say  of  Minas?  A  superb  climate  produces,  besides  coftee, 
bananas,  and  oranges,  all  the  fruits  of  Europe.  I  can  say,  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  Minas  is  the  California  of  Brazil.  The  soil 
is  fertile,  and  beneath  it  are  hidden  incalculable  treasures  of  gold,  dia¬ 
monds,  and  large  quantities  of  other  minerals.  Iron  and  mangauese 
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are  Ibuiid  in  very  jmre  condition  and  exiK)ited  in  large  cinantities  to 
England,  France,  Belginin,  and  the  United  States,  liailroads  and 
navigable  rivers  will  soon  facilitate  the  develoinnent  of  this  great  State. 

“Silo  Paulo,  with  its  enormous  network  of  railways,  produces  almost 
as  much  coffee  as  all  the  other  States  together.  Unfortiimitely,  it  has 
developed  its  coffee  industry  too  much,  to  the  detriment  of  other 
branches  of  agriculture.  The  re.sidents  as  a  rule  send  their  children 
to  the  United  States  to  be  educated,  so  that  the  English  language  is 
not  a  foreign  one  in  that  Stab'.  About  this  i)art  of  Bra/.il  you  can  get 
better  information  than  I  am  able  to  give  you  from  ^Ir.  Kuxis,  the 
delegate  of  Sao  Paulo  to  this  congress,  and  llev.  G.  W.  Ciiambku- 
LAIN,  an  American  missionary  in  Brazil,  both  of  whom  are  very  pop¬ 
ular  in  Brazil.  The  great  outlet  of  this  State  is  the  port  of  Santos. 
It  has  been  much  inii)roved  lately  by  splendid  wharves,  which  can  be 
approached  directly  by  the  great  trans-Atlantic  steamers. 

“Parana  is  the  State  reserved  for  pasturage.  The  climate  is  very 
mild,  the  country  being  situated  in  the  temperate  zone.  Here  grain, 
as  well  as  coffee,  can  be  raised;  i>ines  grow  in  large  numbers  in  this 
State,  as  well  as  in  the  States  of  Santa  Catharina  and  Kio  Grande  do 
Sul.  Other  kinds  of  wood  also  grow  in  abundance. 

“The  lU’incipal  product  of  Parana  is  mate  tea — a  beverage  with  all 
the  good  (pialitiesof  coffee  and  tea  without  having  any  of  their  defects. 
This  article  is  exi>orted  in  large  quantities  to  Chile  and  the  Biver  Plate 
Republics.  It  is  a  very  strong  aid  to  iligestion  and  has  no  bad  etiect 
upon  the  nervous  system,  ui>on  which  it  acts  very  soothingly.  Mate 
alone  will  tend  to  lengthen  the  life  of  all  those  who  use  it.  I  recom¬ 
mend  this  good  arti«!le  to  Americans  and  especially  to  those  who  wish 
to  have  a  cheai>  and  wholesome  beverage  especially  adapte<l  for  chil¬ 
dren  and  wet  nurses. 

“Santa  Catharina  is  in  about  the  same  (mndition  as  the  State  of 
Parana,  but  with  the  advantages  derived  from  German  colonization, 
which  has  brought  great  jirosperity  to  this  State. 

“/t/o  (irande  do  Sul. — Let  us  now  jiass  to  this  important  cattle  State, 
with  its  immense  jiasturage,  traversed  by  large  navigable  rivers,  where 
the  wealth  of  the  soil  and  the  subsoil  is  enormous.  The  German  and 
Italian  colonies  praise  it  more  Justly  than  1,  for  they  are  happy  there. 
Our  friend,  Mr.  Seeher,  the  United  States  Consul  to  Brazil,  can  also 
S])eak  of  this. 

“.1/rttto  Grosno. — In  this  State,  with  its  great  future,  hardly  anything 
has  been  developed  yet.  Gold,  (fiamonds,  libers,  ipecaca,  and,  alwive  all, 
rubber  similar  to  that  of  the  Amazonas  are  found  here  in  great  (piantity. 
Large  herds  of  cattle  run  wild.  Here  a  strong  and  healthy  man  can 
get  rich,  without  having  any  money  to  start  on,  in  about  five  yejirs. 
The  i|K;caca,  which  sells  at  18  shillings  per  pound  in  England,  which 
has  Just  made  its  apiiearance  in  American  markets,  and  the  rubber  of 
this  State,  have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  whole  world. 
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“There  .still  remiiin  the  States  of  Ser{jii)e,  Piauhy,  aiui  (Joyaz.  These 
States  are  as  yet  entirely  undeveloped;  their  inunense  natural  wealth 
has  never  been  touehed. 

IntcUectual  educntion. — Not  only  the  Union  but  all  of  the  States 
appropriate  good  sums  for  this  pur{M).se. 

“  E.iportH. — Brazil  exi)ort8  principally  eottee.  Some  one  has  said  that 
our  eotlee  shipped  to  the  United  States  eonsists  half  of  eottee  and  half 
of  stone  with  which  streets  have  been  paved.  Permit  me  to  state  that 
this  is  not  true.  The  eottee  shipped  here  is  bought  by  American  linns, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  Aubuckle  Bros.,  Hard,  Band  & 
Co.,  etc.  The  agents  who  buy  it  send  the  samples  in  accordance  with 
the  various  (pialities  required.  Thus  they  .sell  Mocha,  Java,  Liberia, 
ami  other  brands  which  are  known  here  as  Brazilian  coffee  under  other 
denominations.  1  do  not  doubt  that  one  could  sell  the  refiuse;  that  is, 
the  eottee  which  falls  to  the  ground  from  the  tree,  and  of  this  not  every¬ 
thing  is  refu.se.  1  call  upon  the  representatives  of  the  New  York  tirms 
to  testify  on  this  {mint;  and  as  a  reiiresentative  of  a  country  which 
receives  them  in  the  most  cordial  manner  1  will  ask  that  they  only  loy¬ 
ally  siieak  the  truth,  and  1  al.so  ho{)e  that  the  press  of  this  country 
will  do  us  justice  in  this  res{)ect. 

^^Kubber. — The  following  tigures  will  show  you  the  size  of  the  {irmluct: 
18B7,  2.'),o00,(K)B  {lounds;  181)8,  22,(»0(),(HK)  {munds;  1891),  until  i8e{>tem- 
ber  .‘k),  1H,.')00,(MK)  {Miunds. 

“No  other  country  in  the  world  can  otter  the  United  States  of  North 
America  such  a  good  outlet  for  her  manufactured  products,  railroad, 
navigation,  and  banking  enter{>rises  as  can  the  sister  nation  of  Brazil. 
In  order  to  give  a  slight  idea  of  its  commerce  I  might  state  that  Brazil 
ranks  fourth  amongst  the  nations  which  e.\{)ort  to  this  country,  being 
outranked  only  by  Great  Britain,  Germany  and  France. 

“E.ximrts  from  Brazil  to  the  United  States  for  about  ten  years 
showed  the  following  increase:  From  $4.5,(K)0,0(K)  it  increasetl  in  1892 
(during  Blaine’s  reciprocity  treaty)  to  .8118,500,009.  After  the  abro¬ 
gation  of  this  treaty  and  in  consequence  of  the  low  {irice  for  coffee  our 
exports  to  this  country  decreased  to  $70,000,(K)0,  at  which  figure  they 
retain  fourth  place,  as  statetl  above.  If  the  eottee  {irice  had  remained 
the  same  in  1892  to  1893,  the  ex{K>rts,  considerably  increased  in  quantity, 
would  have  reached  the  enormous  amount  of  .8200,000,000.  It  is  wor¬ 
thy  of  note  that  our  eximrts  of  eottee  amounted  in  1897  to  509,620,828 
{Mumds,  or  almost  .’kM),!)!)!)  tons,  and  in  1898  to  004,029,040  {lounds,  more 
than  3(K),000  tons;  that  our  ex{)orts  of  rubber  in  1897  amounteil  to 
25,030,628  {munds;  in  1898,  22,200,332  {munds,  and  have  reached  u{>  to 
September,  1899,  the  total  of  1.8,227,500  {lounds.  To  all  this  must  be 
added  hides,  fur  skins,  sugar,  wood,  manganese,  cocoa,  crude  leaves, 
shells,  raisins,  oils,  and  other  articles.  If  we  consider  that  these  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  tons  or  millions  of  {Kuinds  are  shipped  in  ves¬ 
sels  not  one  of  w’hich  hoists  the  glorious  ‘  star-spangled  banner’;  if  we 
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consider  that  these  eiiornious  transactions  are  settled  in  London,  where 
the  people  of  the  United  States  must  pay  heavy  commissions  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  large  amounts  i)aid  for  freight,  insurance,  etc.,  to  foreign 
shipping  companies,  it  is  evident  that  there  is  a  vast  opimrtunity  for 
American  enterprise,  and  that  American  ships,  either  sailboats  or 
steamers,  bringing  goods  to  Brazil  are  certain  to  find  cargoes  for  the 
return  trips  to  the  United  States.  How  long,  my  friends,  will  you  be 
blind  to  these  facts?  Is  it  iiossible  to  comiiete  with  Kuroi>ean  nations 
in  the  Brazilian  tnule  if  you  have  no  transiMirtation  facilities?  No;  you 
can  never  do  it.  We  otter  you  all  the  advantages,  subsidies  on  the  part 
of  our  (lovernments,  and  easy  acquisition  of  lines  already  in  oiieration. 
Can  you  ask  more  ?  All  you  need  is  the  earnest  will,  for  you  neither 
lack  the  money  nor  the  energy.  Very  well,  then,  go  ahead.  Full  steam 
ahead ! 

“  Importation  from  the  United  States. — Let  us  now  glance  for  a  moment 
at  your  exjiorts  into  our  country.  In  tciii  years  they  increased  from 
$0,5(X),00(»  to  •i<13,0<K),(KK).  The  principal  articles  are  wheat,  wheat 
flour,  other  breailstutts,  mineral  oils,  and,  to  a  smaller  extent,  iron  and 
steel,  wool  and  cotton  cloths.  As  to  dry  goods,  j’ou  will  have  to  fight 
the  formidable  competition  of  Manchester.  Make  the  necessary  pre]>a- 
rations  and  the  territory  will  soon  be  yours.  Owing  to  lack  of  time,  1 
will  not  «iuo(e  any  statistics  of  our  exports  to  France,  Kngland,  and 
(iermauy;  the  total,  including  the  shipments  to  all  the.se  countries, 
reaching  the  sum  of  $(i0,(K)B,(M)0,  so  you  can  see  that  ours  is  a  country 
which  does  not  deserve  to  be  negh*cted  in  your  trade.  To  further 
illustrate  this  point,  1  might  state  that  in  1893  we  iuiiKjrted  from 
Kngland  alone  cotton  ginxls  to  the  amount  of  $17,()0<),(MK),  and  that  the 
smallest  amount  we  ever  imported  (ISO-a)  was  $10,(KK),0(M),  being  about 
as  much  as  the  total  we  import  from  the  United  States.” 

Speaking  of  Brazilian  coffee  interests,  Mr.  Katib  said: 

*  «  •  •  •  •  • 

Sao  Fanlo  has  in  Santos  the  largest  coffee  shipping  imrt  in  the 
world.  With  an  area  of  106,939  s(piare  miles,  and  a  population  of 
2,r»4M>,(H)0,  it  may  be  considered  the  mo<lel  agricultural  State  of  Brazil, 
es]>ecially  as  no  other  State  has  ottered  such  inducements  to  immigrants 
or  has  made  such  sacrifices  for  the  development  of  agriculture.  Of  the 
14,7(M>,00()  sacks  of  cottee  which  represent  the  estimated  crops  of  the 
world  for  1897-98,  Brazil  i)roduced  about  11,000,(MM),  of  which  four-fifths 
came  from  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo. 

*#««•«* 

“  The  lu-actical  revenue  is  derived  from  the  exi>ort  duty  on  coffee, 
which  is  payable  when  the  cottee  is  loaded  into  ships  for  transoceanic 
points  of  destination. 

**««••« 

“The  United  States,  the  largest  bnyer  of  coffee,  admits  it  free  of 
duty,  considering  it  to  be  a  national  beverage  and  a  necessary  alimen¬ 
tary  article  fi)r  the  working  classes. 


BUREAU  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


607 


“Hut  even  in  the  United  States  the  prices  quoted  are  greatly  in 
favor  of  the  dealer,  for  the  name  of  Brazil  coffee  is  used  seldom  or 
never.  Mocha  and  names  of  other  countries  being  substitutetl  iu  its 
place. 

“The  United  States  inqmrt  from  Brazil  coffee, rubber,  and  other 
products  to  the  value  of  $54,000,000  annually,  while  it  exports  to  that 
country  each  year  about  $14,000,000  only. 

“  But  two  things  are  absolutely  necessary  to  a  successful  establish¬ 
ment  of  trade  relations  between  Brazil  and  the  United  States — a  regu¬ 
lar  steamship  connection,  representing  only  American  interests,  and 
the  establishment  in  Brazil  of  an  American  bank,  through  which  all 
your  business  would  naturally  be  transacted. 

“  There  never  has  been  a  more  opimrtune  moment  for  hoisting  the 
American  Hag  on  a  line  of  steamers. 

“Another  article  of  which  Brazil, and  especially  the  Stateof  Siio  Paulo, 
could  consume  enormous  quantities  is  coal,  which  is  found,  esi)ecially 
iu  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  almost  inexhaustible  beds.  Cardiff 
has  so  far  had  entire  control  of  the  sale  of  this  article  to  our  consumers, 
while,  according  to  analyses,  the  Pennsylvania  product  is  iu  everyway 
e<iual  to  the  British  one,  and  besides  cheaper  iu  price. 

“This  beautiful  ajid  rich  field  for  American  export  trade  is  therefore 
oi)en  to  enterprise,  and  every  vessel  could  easily  take  iu  as  return  freight 
rich  manganese  ore  and  other  minerals  to  be  found  iu  Brazil,  which 
would  be  sure  to  make  any  steamship  line  a  profitable  one.  •  *  * 

“Sao  Pjiulo  has  a  very  imimrtant  industry  in  cotton  products,  the 
cultivation  of  cotton  being  carried  throughout  the  State  with  great 
facility,  and  it  can  easily  compete  in  the  so-called  ‘  resgados’ with  either 
England  or  Germany,  having  made  itself  entirely  independent. 

“The  manufacture  of  felt  hats  has  also  assumeil  very  large  proiwr- 
tions  and  not  oidy  covers'the  home  consumption,  but  also  that  of  the 
other  States.  A  jute-spinning  mill  furnishes  the  material  for  the  sacks 
in  which  coffee  is  eximrted. 

“Immense  waterfalls,  with  a  horsepower  of  several  thousands,  lie 
still  in  unharnessed  condition,  and  from  them  could  be  easily  utilized 
motive  ])ower  for  many  industrial  establishments.  This  should  espe¬ 
cially  api>eal  to  the  enterprising  American  as  a  first-class  opimrtunity 
for  a  profitable  investment. 

“Sao  Paulo,  imssessing  breweries  which  represent  a  capital  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars,  is  also  entirely  independent  of  imiiorted  beer.  Not 
far  from  the  ca]>ital  is  situated  the  largest  and  only  factory  of  Portland 
cement  existing  in  South  America,  which  produces  cement  of  a  quality 
that  is  e(inal  to  the  best  foreign  brands.”  Mr.  Batis  stated  that  this 
establishment  will  soon  pass  into  American  hands,  and  this  will  stop 
entirely  the  importation  of  Euroiwan  cement,  for  the  establishment, 
after  having  been  properly  enlarged,  will  not  only  produce  enough  to 
cover  the  home  consum])tion,  but  will  also  be  in  a  position  to  supply  a 
number  of  other  jilaces  in  Brazil. 
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COFFEE  SHIPMENTS  TO  HAMBURG. 

Hamburg,  Germany,  has  become  the  greatest  cotfee  market  in  Euroi)e, 
having  taken  i)re<;edence  over  Havre,  France,  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  1898  this  market  received  from  Brazil  1,.')(>.5,(KK>  bags  of  coffee,  while 
the  shipments  from  Guatemala,  Colombia,  Nicaragua,  Venezuela,  Java, 
the  East  Indies,  and  Africa  made  up  a  grand  aggregate  of  2,000, 0(H) 
bags.  As  a  conseiiuence,  the  coffee  merchants  and  brokers  form  a  very 
important  part  of  the  commercial  community  of  the  city.  The  brokers 
have  their  special  exchange  on  the  Santhoniuai,  and  aKso  meet  on  the 
general  exchange.  An  .appreciable  percentage  of  the  coffee  received 
at  Hamburg  is  re.shipped  to  the  rnite<l  States,  of  which  not  <a  small 
proportion  is  American  grown.  The  roasting  of  cottee  is  also  an 
important  occui)ation  in  Hamburg,  but  the  machinery  in  the  several 
establishments  is  of  rather  antiquated  style.  The  consumption  of 
coffee’in  Germany  was  estimated,  in  1898,  at  78  ounces  per  annum  for 
each  individual.  Its  use,  however,  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  Hamburg 
is  consequently  destined  to  become  a  still  more  important  coffee  market. 

Sefior  Velez,  Mexican  Consul  in  Hamburg,  reports  a  rapnlly  increas¬ 
ing  importation  of  Mexican  coffees  at  that  port,  the  (piantities  for  189(5, 
1897,  and  1898,  being,  respectively,  828,(HK)  kilos,  l,199,oG0  kilos,  and 
2,814,500  kilos.  For  the  first  eight  months  of  1899,  however,  there  was 
a  falling  off  in  the  receipts,  the  quantity  being  702,9.50  kilos.  The 
Consul  says  further  that  Mexican  coffee  is  not  known  as  such  to  the 
German  consumer,  as  it  is  classed  with  the  Brazilian  product. 

MONAZITE  DEPOSITS. 

Very  rich  deposits  of  monazite  have  lately  been  discovered  in  the 
State  of  Bahia  on  the  property  of  Mr.  Bassos,  jr..  Deputy  of  the  State. 
It  is  believed  that  this  find  is  richer  than  the  famous  sands  of  Prado, 
in  the  same  State.  Several  analyses  of  samples  have  been  made,  wdth 
the  following  result:  One  kilo  of  the  mineral  contains  140  gr<ams  of 
oxalate  of  cerium,  305  grams  of  sulphate  <*f  thorium,  120  grams  of 
oxalate  of  zinc,  95  grams  of  carbonate  of  cerium,  20  grams  of  orin,  and 
420  grams  of  mica,  lime,  and  clay. 

*  IMPORTS  OP  VEGETABLES. 

The  Belgian  Legation  in  Brazil  has  reimrted  to  the  home  Govern¬ 
ment  that  the  apiiearance  of  the  plague  at  Oporto  has  stopped  the  Bra¬ 
zilian  importation  of  potatoes,  onions,  fruits,  alimentary  conserv'es,  etc., 
which  Portugal  formerly  supplied  on  a  large  scale.  As  the  price  of 
potiitoes  in  Bio  de  Janeiro  has  recently  advanced  50  per  cent  {15  mil- 
reis  instead  of  10),  it  appears  a  favorable  moment  for  United  States 
exporters  of  this  article  to  seek  a  market  in  Brazil.  Belgian  ship¬ 
ments  of  jHitatoes  in  1898  amounted  to  15(i.823,404  kilos,  of  which 
345,050  kilos  were  sent  to  Brazil.  From  a  French  consular  report  from 
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liallia  it  appears  that  the  same  situation  exists  in  that  eity,  ami  the 
prospects  are  that  it  will  eontiiiue  imlefinitely. 

A  list  of  the  principal  houses  in  Bahia  importing  i>otatoes,  garlic, 
onions,  fruits,  alimentary  conserves,  oils,  and  wines  is  appended  lor 
the  benefit  of  intending  exporters:  Conde,  Filho  &  Co.,  Bernardo 
Lopes  &  Co.,  Motta  Silva  &  Co.,  Silva  &  Co.,  Fortunato  Pinho 
Avelar  iS:  Co.,  Castillo  Branco  Ferreira,  Athens  dos  Santos 
&  Co. 

STEAMSHIP  SERVICE. 

Steamship  service  between  the  Unite»l  States  and  Bra/iliaifports  is, 
ai^cording  to  a  communication  from  Consul  Kenneday,  at  Para,  to  be 
greatly  augmented,  as  both  the  Booth  Steamship  Company,  Limited, 
and  the  Red  Cross  Line  of  steamers  have  decided  to  establish  a  ten- 
days’  service  between  Manaos  and  New  York,  which  will  be  run  in 
addition  to  their  present  schedule  between  Para  and  New  York.  The 
dates  of  the  latter  sailings  have  been  changed  to  the  <5th,  IGth,  and 
2(>th  of  each  month.  The  same  companies  also  commenced  on  Novem¬ 
ber  1  a  ten-days’  service  between  Para  and  (lalvestou,  Tex.,  and  the 
Spanish  Steamship  Company,-at  present  operating  between  Havana, 
Cuba,  and  Kurope,  is  completing  arrangements  for  the  extension  of 
said  line  to  Para  on  the  return  voyage^to  Europe. 

MISCELLANEOUS  NOTES. 

The  custom-house  in  Porto  Alegre  is  to  be  reopened. 

The  establishment  of  the  Belgium  Bank  in  Rio  de  Janeir«>  is  now  a 
settled  fact.  It  will  have  a  cajiital  of  25,000, (MNl  francs. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Sao  Paulo  Sorocabano  Railway  is  to  be  sold  to 
an  English  syndicate  for  two  and  a  half  million  iiounds  sterling. 

During  the  past  six  months  the  ex^iorts  of  rubber  from  Para  to  the 
United  States  amounted  to  (>,358,5.'{0  kilos,  to  Europe,  .’1,108,452;  a  total 
of  0,441,988  kilos. 

During  the  i>erio»l  between  July  1,  1897,  and  July  1,  1898,  the  gold 
mines  of  Passagem  in  Minas  Ceiaes,  in  the  possession  of  Plnglish  capi¬ 
talists,  produced  gold  to  the  value  of  $2,384,759.  The  exiien.ses 
amounted  to  $2,300,573,  of  which  sum  1,490  contos  was  paid  for  Bra¬ 
zilian  labor. 

At  the  (reneral  Division  of  Works  and  means  of  communications  of 
the  Department  of  Industry  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  bids  will  be  receiv'ed  on 
th'e  0th  of  December,  1899,  for  the  works  of  improvements  of  the  i>ort 
of  Manaos  (State  of  Amazonas),  embracing  the  following  works:  First, 
improv’cmentof  the  bed  and  shores  of  the  river,  building  of  approaches, 
piers,  docks,  and  all  that  is  required  for  the  service  of  docking,  loading. 
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and  unluiuling  of  vessels  and  storage;  seeond,  work  of  dredging.  The 
provisional  bond  is  10  eontos  de  reis. 

The  budget  for  1900  estimates  the  total  receipts  at  $.'510,199,077,  ol 
which  $U8,.347,G07  is  in  gold  and  the  balance  in  paper.  The  bill  to  be 
presented  calls  for  the  following :  (1)  In  the  next  year  an  issue  of  25,0(M» 
eontos  in  Government  notes,  to  be  redeemed  within  the  year.  This  is 
a  yearly  ])rovisiou  of  the  budget.  (2)  The  uudertaking  of  such  credit 
operations  excepting  the  issue  of  some  pai)er  money,  as  may  ai»i)ear  to 
be  necessary.  (3)  Thesellingor  leasing  of  the  railway.  (4)  Theestab- 
lishment’of  differential  duties  upon  one  or  more  articles  of  foreign 
origin,  if  a  reciprocal  advantage  is  obtained  for  Brazilian  i)roduct8. 


CHILE. 

INTERNAL  DEVELOPMENT. 

At  the  session  of  the  International  Commercial  Congress,  held  on 
the  28th  ultimo,  Sefior  Don  Eliodoro  Infante,  charge  d’affaires  of 
Chile  in  the  United  States  and  delegate  of  his  country  to  that  body, 
delivered  the  following  address: 

“It  would  have  been  my  desire  to  give  to  the  International  Commer¬ 
cial  Congress  a  clear  i<lea  of  the  imi»ortance  of  the  long  and  narrow 
strip  of  territory  which  extends  between  the  range  of  the  Andes  and 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  the  part  it  plays  in  the  commerce  of  nations. 
The  inclusion,  of  my  name  among  the  speakers  was  so  surprising  to  me 
that,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  it  will  be  possible  for  mo  only  to  give  you  an 
approximate  idea  of  our  present  situation  and  of  the  prosi)eet  Chile 
offers  for  trade. 

“  Chile,  narrow  and  small  as  it  appears  in  the  geographical  charts, 
has  an  area  of  750,(HH)  siiuare  kilometers,  or  an  extension  much  larger 
than  any  of  the  European  countries,  with  the  exception  of  Russia. 
The  length  of  this  territory,  w^hich  can  be  considered  a  disadvantage 
from  a  strategic  point  of  view,  is  by  all  means  an  advantage  which 
nature  bestowed  upon  Chile,  not  only  because  the  extent  of  its  coast 
imposes  the  development  of  its  mei  cantile  marine  and  its  foreign  com 
merce,  but  also  because  such  long  extension  from  north  to  south 
endows  the  country  with  distinct  regions  gifted  with  a  great  diversity 
of  natural  riches.  The  country  comprises  four  zones. 

“  First,  the  mineral  zone,  which  extends  from  the  extreme  north  as 
far  as  the  twenty-seventh  parallel.  There  vegetation  is  either  lacking 
or  extremely  poor,  running  waters  are  scarce,  and  rain  still  more  so.  *It 
contains,  however,  rich  mines  of  silver,  gold,  and  copjier,  etc.,  and, 
most  important  of  all,  nitrate  of  soda,  which  alone  constitutes  a  great 
source  of  wealth. 
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“  Second,  the  mineral  and  agricultural  zone,  which  reaches  as  far  as 
the  southern  boundary  of  the  province  of  Aconcagua,  so  called  because 
it  embodies  both  agricultural  and  mineral  conditions.  It  has  sufficient 
water  and  valleys  suitable  for  cultivation,  and  the  whole  region  is  full 
of  mines  of  copper,  silver,  iron,  manganese,  lead,  etc. 

“Third,  the  agricultural  zone,  which  extends  as  far  as  the  forty- 
third  parallel,  where  the  island  of  Chiloe  is  situated.  This  region  con¬ 
tains  a  great  central  valley  with  a  well-irrigated  soil  and  benign 
climate,  receiving  more  rainfall  the  more  it  advances  southward;  a 
rich  and  productive  soil,  abundant  forests,  and  luxurious  vegetation. 
Abundant  and  excellent  cereals  are  produced  there,  also  leguminous 
plants,  vegetables,  fruits,  and  lirst-(iuality  wines,  which  offer  a  wide 
field  for  foreign  trade.  There  are  also  found  large  deimsits  of  mineral 
coal. 

“Fourth,  the  lumber  and  fisheries  belt.  The  central  valley  disap- 
]K‘ars  and  the  mountain  chain  of  the  coast  transforms  itself  in  an 
archipelago,  beginning  with  the  island  of  Chiloe  and  ending  in  the 
Tierra  del  Fuego.  In  this  region  valleys  are  found  adaptirble  to  culti¬ 
vation  and  cattle  raising;  rain  is  frequent;  the  sylvan  vegetation  is 
exuberant;  fish,  shellfish,  seal,  etc.,  are  abundant. 

.  “The  climate  of  the  whole  territory ^of  the  Republic  is  exceedingly 
benign  and  healthy;  there  is  no  excess  of  heat  nor  of  cold,  nor  malig¬ 
nant  endemic  diseases,  with  the  exception  of  smalliiox,  which  is  rapidly 
disapi>eariug  through  the  use  of  vaccine. 

“The  bulk  of  the  impulation  is  of  Spanish  descent.  The  African 
race  is  not  known  in  Chile  and  the  Asiatic  is  only  very  faintly  repre¬ 
sented.  The  number  of  foreign  residents  in  Chile  does  not  reach 
1(H),(H)b;  of  which  only  about  1,000  belong  to  this  great  Republic  of  the 
North,  to  whose  hospitality  and  initiative  we  owe  the  happy  gathering 
of  this  Congress. 

“The  political  organization  of  the  country  is  based  on  the  constitu¬ 
tion  adopteil  in  1H33.  We  owe  that  stability  of  our  institutions  which 
has  given  us  strength  for  progress  and  the  energy  for  the  development 
of  our  elements  of  moral  and  material  vitality  to  its  maintenance  and 
to  the  h(dy  respect  which  it  inspires  in  every  Chilean  citizen. 

“Within  the  pale  of  this  fundamental  chart  the  administration  has 
develojied  and  maintained  itself  in  perfect  order;  the  imlitical  and  social 
institutions  have  gone  through  their  jirogressive  evolutions  in  condi¬ 
tions  of  complete  tranquillity  and  with  the  aid  of  all;  the  education  of 
the  |)eople  and  instruction  in  general  have  reachetl  a  degree  of  progress 
which  is  a  high  honor  for  us;  public  sanitary  conditions,  which  were 
neglected  at  the  beginning,  now  make  rapid  progress. 

“In  short,  all  and  every  one  of  the  political,  social,  administrative  or 
material  elements  whose  systematic  concourse  is  indispensable  for  the 
development  of  nations  have  worked,  and  will  in  the  future  work,  with 
perfect  regularity  on  the  solid  foundation  erected  by  the  fathers  of  our 
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couutry  when  they  gave  us  indepeiulence  ainl  guided  the  first  steps  of 
our  life  as  a  uatiou. 

“  I  should  have  liked  to  give  to  this  assembly  some  data  on  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  public  instruction,  on  hygiene,  on  public  charity,  and  on  each  and 
all  of  our  departments,  but  regret  that  1  do  not  have  them  at  hand. 

I  can  only  say  regarding  juiblic  instruction  that  it  is  within  the  reach  of 
all,  that  it  is  based  on  the  most  modern  and  scientific  systems,  and 
that  numerous  foreign  students  attend  our  universities,  our  pedagogic 
institutions,  and  our  naval  and  military  schools. 

“Gentlemen,  the  riches  of  the  soil  do  not  alone  constitute  the  only 
foundation  for  the  prosperity  of  nations.  The  solidity  and  stability  of 
instituticms  and  internal  and  external  jicace  are  also  needed.  Without 
solid  institutions,  all  problems  which  might  affect  the  interests  of  the 
country  can  find  no  effective  solutions.  Without  peace,  all  is  destroyetl 
aud  annihilated. 

“Without  the  solidity  of  its  institutions,  Chile  could  never  have 
resolved  the  grave  economic  and  financial  problem  which  threatened 
the  nation,  occasioned  by  the  circulation  of  the  fiduciary  money.  The 
public  powers,  supported  by'  the  entire  country,  undertook  the  metallic 
conversion,  an  operation  which,  although  it  carried  with  it  the  pertur¬ 
bations  which  are  natural  to  occur  when  such  transcendental  meas.- 
ures  are  taken, brought  back  to  us  the  metallic  regime,  made  the  crisis 
disappear,  aud  gave  us  a  basis  for  tran<|uillity  which  will  redound  for 
the  great  benefit  of  the  country. 

“  War  was  threatened  by'  our  boundary  difficulty  with  the  Argentine 
Itepublic.  Both  countries  invested  large  sums  for  the  organization  of 
armies  and  powerful  navies,  aud  thus  consumed  many  of  their  resources. 
Happily  the  wisdom  of  both  countries  prevailed,  as  always  was  the 
case,  and  all  ditiiculties  have  disajipeared  from  the  horizon,  owing  to 
the  arbitration  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  England  and  of  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  ex-Minister  of  the  United  States  in  Buenos  Ayres,  Mr. 
Buchanan.  Tl.e  Argentine  Bepublic  and  Chile  enjoy  to-day  the  most 
sincere  friendship,  and  their  cordial  relations  are  assured  forever. 

“Our  international  problems  having  been  solved  and  our  principal 
economic  questions  having  been  disposed  of,  Chile  began  to  think  more 
than  before  of  the  development  of  its  natural  resources  and  its  indus¬ 
tries,  extending  its  action  to  foreign  countries. 

“Chile  protects  all  industries  that  might  logically  do  all  within  their 
power  to  facilitate  the  fostering  of  commercial  relations  with  other 
countries.  Its  ships  will  very  soon  reach  Bio  de  Janeiro  by  the  Atlan¬ 
tic,  and  within  the  past  few  months  they  reached  the  doors  of  Mexico, 
placing  us  thus  in  clo.ser  contact  with  our  sister  republics  on  the 
Pacific — ev'en  with  the  farthest  ones — the  Central  American  republics, 
and  Mexico,  for  all  of  which  Chile  has  always  had  the  most  cordial 
wishes.  Before  a  month  has  ])assed  these  ships  will  have  reached  San 
Francisco,  and  in  this  way  Chile,  with  its  own  steamships,  will  have 
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added  a  new  link  to  the  friendship  which  hap])ily  unites  it  with  this 
great  Kepublic  of  the  North,  and  a  commercial  link,  gentlemen,  is  the 
most  powerful  of  the  ties  which  can  exist  between  the  peoples  who 
wish  to  develop  their  inteiests  and  increase  their  friendship. 

“Gentlemen,  all  that  might  contribute  to  the  tightening  of  the  com¬ 
mercial  relations  of  nations  deserves  to  be  applauded,  and  for  this 
reason  I  congratulate  sincerely  the  organizers  of  this  Congress,  hoping 
that  it  may  prove  very  successful.” 

THE  NITRATE  INDUSTRY. 

The  pa]>er  of  Mr.  John  A.  Myers,  Chilean  delegate  from  Iqnique, 
before  the  International  Commercial  Congress  at  I’hiladelphia  related 
to  the  production  of  nitrate  of  soda  in  Chile.  Mr.  Myers  treated  the 
subject  exhaustively  from  both  scientific  and  practical  points  of  view, 
and  presented  its  commercial  asi)ects  in  part  as  follows: 

*  *  *  “Nitrate  of  soda  is  a  natural  i)ro<luct  existing  in  enormous 
quantities  in  the  arid  regions  of  Chile,  where  it  is  mined  in  the  crude 
state  in  the  form  of  caliche.  The  caliche  is  broken  into  Innqts,  dissolved 
in  water,  and  by  the  application  of  well-known  chemical  principles  the 
nitrate  of  soda  is  separated  from  the  impurities  by  ciystallizatioii. 

“The  center  of  the  nitrate  of  soda  industry  is  Iquique,  a  city  of 
about  .‘lB,ObO  inhabitants,  existing  under  the  most  artificial  conditions. 
Tliey  have  neither  food,  water,  nor  fuel  excei)t  as  it  is  transjmrted  to 
meet  the  demainls  of  the  i)eople  engaged,  in  one  form  or  anotheY,  in 
the  nitrate  industry. 

“The  nitrate  fields  are  estimated  to  cover  220,30(1  acres  and  to  con¬ 
tain  227,939,893  long  tons  of  so<lium  nitrate.  The  total  production  is 
said  to'  have  been : 

“In  1884,  5;-)0,(MM)  tons;  188r>,  420,0(M);  1880,  44.3,000;  1887,  702,(K)0; 
1S88,  779,000;  1889,  1M).3,(HK);  181M»,  1,009,0(M>;  1891,  877,0(M);  1892,804,- 
000;  1893,938,871;  1894,  1,082,28.7;  189.7,  1,220,0(M);  1890,1,092,000. 

“The  imimrtation  into  the  Atlantic  coast  ports  of  the  United  States 
were:  P'or  1897,  approximately,  98,750  tons;  for  1898,  approximately, 
1.30.580  tons. 

“  The  consumption  for  18i)9  to  date  is  approximately  the  same  as  for 
1898. 

“These  figures  do  not  include  the  importations  on  the  Pacific  coast 
ot  the  United  States,  which  are  steadily  increasing. 

“In  1899,  up  to  September  1,  the  exjmrts  to  the  United  States  had 
been  11.5,125  tons. 

“The  distribution  of  nitrate  in  the  world  is  indicated  approximately 
as  follows: 

“Thirty-nine  i)er  <-ent  of  the  total  product  goes  to  Germany,  17  i)er 
cent  to  France,  15  ])er  cent  to  the  United  States,  12  per  cent  to  Great 
Hritain,  10  per  cent  to  Belgium,  and  the  remaiuder  is  di.stributed  among 
other  countries. 


614 


BUREAU  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


“A  year  or  two  ago  the  distinguished  president  of  the  British  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  Sir  William  Crooks,  called 
the  attention  of  the  world  to  the  possibility  of  a  wheat  famine,  due  to 
the  exhaustion  of  the  nitrogen  of  the  soil.  More  recently  a  distin¬ 
guished  scientist,  l*rof.  Bela  Kovascy,  has  warned  Hungai'ythat  that 
country  can  not  continue  indetiiiitely  to  impoverish  its  soil  by  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  wheat  without  suftering  in  the  near  future  from  inadeiiuate 
production.  Both  Professor  Crooks  and  Professor  Kovascy  have 
liointed  out  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  farmer  to  consider  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  nitrogen  supply  to  the  soil.  Both  have  mentioned  nitrate 
of  soda  as  at  present  forming  the  cheapest  and  most  im[)ortant  natural 
source  from  which  to  derive  the  supplies  of  nitrogen.” 

Mr.  Myers  also  quoted  at  length  the  opinion  of  Prof.  K.  F.  Ladd,  of 
the  North  Dakota  experiment  Station, as  to  the  results  of  his  chemical 
analysis  of  the  soil  of  the  Red  River  Valley,  showing  the  nitrogen  sup¬ 
ply  of  that  section  to  have  fallen  from  a  total  of  8,(MKt  to  10,000  pounds 
per  acre,  to  one  of  from  3, (MM)  to  (>,(M)0  pounds,  with  a  corresponding 
decrease  per  year  in  the  yield  of  wheat,  the  conclusion  being  drawn 
from  the  foregoing  that — 

“We  may  confidently  exjiect  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
the  intelligent  farmers  of  that  section  will  reali/e  that  it  is  cheaper  to 
increase  the  yield  of  their  wheat  fields  from  5  to  10  bushels  per  acre, 
by  the  Judicious  use  of  loO  pounds  of  nitrate  of  soda,  than  it  is  to  con- 
tinqe  to  farm  them  at  constantly  increasing  cost  and  at  constantly 
decreasing  yield. 

“  In  the  crowded  countries  of  Europe,  where  extensive  farming  is 
more  generally  pursued  than  in  this  country,  the  value  of  this  powerful 
stimulating  fertilizer  has  long  since  been  recitguized,  but  it  is  not  so 
generally  known  in  the  Pnited  States.  1  said  that  our  chemical  ferti¬ 
lizers  were  composed  of  the  waste  products  of  the  present  and  of  the 
past,  but  in  compounding  these  chemical  fertilizers  our  manufacturers 
too  «»ften  attempt  to  proiluce  a  fertilizer  of  medium  or  low  nitrogen  con¬ 
tent,  without  pi  operly  consideringtheavailability  of  the  nitrogen  which 
they  are  u.sing,  and  the  farmers  of  the  country  have  not  acquainted 
themselves  sufficiently  with  the  value  of  the  difterent  combinations  of 
plant  food  to  appreciate  the  necessity  of  having  the  nitrogen  supply  in 
commercial  fertilizers  in  a  form  which  will  readily  become  available  for 
plant  food.  The  most  serious  criticism,  jierhaps,  which  can  be  made 
upon  the  commercial  fertilizers  manufactured  in  the  United  States  i.s, 
that  for  general  purposes  their  nitrogen  content  is  too  low,  and  there 
is  hardly  a  fertilizer  prepared  in  this  country  which  may  not  be  much 
improved,  either  by  the  addition  of  nitrate  of  soda  or  by  having  nitrate 
of  soda  applied  as  a  supplemental  fertilizer  during  the  early  i>ei'i<Ml  of 
plant  growth.” 
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THE  PORT  OF  PUNTA  ARENAS. 

The  “  MoiiiteurOrtieiel  du Commerce”  for  September  28, 1899, publishes 
a  very  interesting  report  on  the  present  and  future  conditions  of  Punta 
Arenas,  whieli  may  be  ranked  among  the  cities  of  South  America  whose 
development  has  been  almost  phen(»menal.  A  few  years  since  it  was 
merely  a  small  village  of  a  few  shabby  houses;  now,  with  its  fine  build¬ 
ings,  broad  streets,  lighted  by  electricity,  and  generally  flourishing 
aspect,  it  bids  fair  to  become  a  large  city.  Besides  large  clubhouses 
and  new  public  buildings,  a  theater,  equaling  in  size  and  elegance  those 
of  Santiago  and  Valparaiso,  has  been  recently  erected. 

The  Territory  of  the  Magallenes,  which  is  nearly  200  kilometers 
square,  abounds  in  all  kinds  of  agricultural  wealth  and  live  sto<;k,  the 
latter  showing  remarkable  annual  increase.  Punta  Arenas  oflers  a 
tine  market  for  dealers  in  wool,  skins,  beef  (salted  and  dried),  lard,  and 
tallow.  It  is  estimated  that  the  territory  contains  from  60,000  to  100,tMK) 
head  of  cattle,  worth  from  60  shillings  to  £2  a  head,  which  might  be 
shipped  to  Kuroi)e  or  utilized  in  canned-beef  factories  in  the  district. 
At  Punta  Delgada,  Messrs.  Waldron  &  Wood  have  alrea<ly  erected 
an  establishment  of  this  sort  which  gives  good  results.  A  tannery 
would  al.so  be  a  profitable  investment.  It  is  estimated  that  during  last 
year  ox  hides  and  e.alfskins  to  the  value  of  8200,000  were  shipped  from 
Punta  Arenas,  besides  a  considerable  quantity  of  sheepskins.  If  this 
district  continues  to  develop  at  the  same  rate  as  in  recent  years,  Chile 
will  very  soon  rank  among  the  great  wool-pro«lucing  countries  of  the 
world. 

Numerous  steamers  belonging  to  European  lines  have  a  monthly 
schedule  with  Punta  Arenas,  and  the  Chilean  Government,  recognizing 
the  necessities  of  the  ]H)rt,  will  shortly  inaugurate  a  passenger  and 
freight  service  between  Valparaiso  and  Punta  Arenas  with  the  two 
transimrts  Casena  and  Angamon.  Germany  at  pre.sent  holds  first  com¬ 
mercial  rank  at  this  imrt,  but  it  is  well  worth  the  attention  of  other 
nationalities. 

INDUCEMENTS  TO  IMMIGRANTS. 

One  of  the  drawbacks  against  which  Chile  has  ever  to  contend  is  the 
lack  of  laborers  to  develop  the  rich  natural  resources  of  the  country. 
The  several  Governments  at  different  times  have  made  strenuous 
efforts  to  attract  immigration,  but  unfortunately  their  labors  have 
been  almost  fruitless.  Psvst  failures,  how'ever,  have  not  discouraged 
this  energetic  Republic,  and  President  Ebrazuris  recently  sent  a  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  National  f’ongress  inclosing  the  draft  of  a  law  looking  to 
the  enlargement  of  the  {mpulation  in  those  regions  where  the  dearth 
of  inhabitants  is  most  keenly  felt.  The  more  prominent  features  of  the 
bill  are  the  following: 

The  President  is  authorized  to  expend  within  one  year  the  sum  of 
£25,0(M)  in  the  transportation  of  native  and  alien  workmen  to  such 
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places  as  the  iudustrial  needs  and  the  public  works  may  demand.  Tie 
is  also  authorized  to  grant  in  the  Provinces  ofCautin,  Malleco,  V  aldivia, 
Llanquihiic,  and  Chiloe  parcels  of  juiblic  land  of  50  or  1(M>  hectares, 
to  every  father  of  a  family,  and  20  hectares  additional  for  each  of 
his  sons  over  the  age  of  12  years.  This  is  to  apply  equally  as  well 
aliens  residing  in  the  country  as  to  native  Chileans.  To  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  this  oiler  each  head  of  a  family  must  never  have  been  convicte*! 
of  a  crime  or  misdemeanor;  each  Chilean  must  prove  that  he  possesse-s 
a  capital  of  85(K)  and  each  alien  a  capital  of  81,000,  made  through  his 
own  efiorts  in  the  country.  The  Presideno  is  further  authorized  to 
expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  .$200, (M(0  in  properly  preparing  the  lands 
he  may  have  set  apart  for  colonization,  and  fm- other  expenses  incurred 
in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  law. 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  that  each  Chilean  industry 
contributed  to  the  total  exports  during  the  year  1898,  which,  as  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  October  Bulletin,  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to 
$108,01*9,431 : 

'  Ter  cent. 


Mining .  7.5.41 

Agri(;ulture .  7.  S6 

Mauufacturis .  2.71 

Wini‘8,  liquors,  aiirt  spirits . 11 

Animals  ami  their  products .  3. 73 

Coined  money .  8.  36 

Re-exportations .  1. 10 

Other  articles . 72 


Total....'. .  100.00 


The  Minister  of  Spain  in  Santiago,  Chile,  has  recently  signed  a  con¬ 
tract  with  the  Chilean  (lovernment  in  belialf  of  the  “Compania 
]0s])anola  Trasatlantica,”  which  stipulates  tlie  payment  t»>  said  com¬ 
pany  of  £25,000  in  consideration  of  the  establishment  of  a  rt'gular 
steamship  service  to  ])lace  Chile  and  Spain  in  direct  communication. 
The  duration  of  the  contract  is  four  years.  The  steamers  of  the  com¬ 
pany  will  call  at  Valparaiso  every  lilteen  days,  touching  at  certain 
ports  of  Brazil,  Crnguay,  and  the  Argentine  Bepublii-,  as  well  as 
Punta  Arenas.  The  company  reserves  the  right  to  later  call  at  the  ports 
of  northern  Chile,  and  is  to  enjoy  all  the  privileges  grante«l  to  other 
navigation  companies  having  contracts  with  the  ('hilean  (lovernment. 


Ue{>orts  from  bpiiipie  are  to  the  etfect  that  the  shipments  of  nitrate 
during  the  month  of  July,  1899,  amounted  to  1,858,590  (piintals,  as 
against  901,99.3  in  1898,  and  1,894,850  in  1897. 

The  nitrates  were  shipped  to  the  following  countries: 


(jiiintaU. 

England .  306, 120 

(ii-riiiaiiy . .  706,  .324 

France .  302,  477 


quintals. 


Belgium .  174, 324 

Holluiid .  152,8t!4 

Uiiit<-d  States .  406,804 
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The  total  exjiort  for  the  first  six  months  of  1899  was  14,427,841 
quintals;  in  1898,  11,422,411,  and  in  1897,  10,283,976. 

Bids  for  the  waterworks  and  sewerage  system  of  the  city  of  Concep¬ 
tion  will  be  received  on  January  3,  18!)9,  at  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  Santiago.  The  provisional  bonds  are  fixetl  at  10,000  pesos 
and  the  final  bonds  at  50,000  pesos.  The  works  must  be  done  within 
thirty  months. 

Ueports  from  Valparaiso  to  the  Nitrate  Association  in  that  city  show 
that  up  to  October  15,  1899,  the  consumption  of  nitrate  by  European 
countries  has  amounted  to  1,037,840  tons,  an  increase  of  105,830  tons 
over  the  amount  taken  in  1898. 

The  extensive  coal  fields  discovered  in  the  southern  provinces  of 
Arauco,  Malleco,  and  Cautih  are  a  matter  of  great  interest  to  the 
Chilean  Government,  and  a  new  commission  of  engineers  will  shortly 
proceed  thither  to  make  a  comprehensive  report. 

On  Noveml)er  11  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies 
of  Chile  unanimously  declared  that  the  scarcity  of  currency  should  be 
relieved.  A  motion  favoring  the  issue  of  $30,0(Mt,009  in  paper  money 
was  lost,  and  a  recommendation  to  issue  ,‘U),(KK>,000  silver  pesos  was 
adopted.  The  project  will  be  submitted  to  Congress. 

The  Chilean  Chamber  of  Deputies,  on  November  11,  passetl  the  bill 
to  revive  the  United  States  and  C/hilean  Claims  Commission,  which  sat 
in  Washington  in  1892-!»3.  The  Convention  providing  for  this  revival, 
which  was  ratified  in  Chile  with  two  unimportant  amendments,  will  be 
submitted  to  the  Unitetl  States  Senate  at  its  next  session  for  ratification. 

According  to  the  ‘‘Boletin  Sociedad  de  Fomento  Fabril,”  published 
in  Santiago  during  the  first  half  year  of  1899,  there  were  Issued  by 
the  Government  6.3  patents. 

The  French  Consul  at  Vali)araiso  has  informed  his  Government  that 
the  recent  tempests  have  partly  destroyed  the  quays  of  the  harbor  of 
that  city,  which  necesvsitates  the  construction  of  a  dry  dock. 

The  firm  of  Francisco,  Munoz,  Silva  y  Cia  has  laid  l>efore  the 
authorities  of  Valparaiso  a  proiwsitiou  to  furnish  the  city  with  electric 
lights. 

Ijarge  dejmsits  of  petroleum  are  reported  to  have  Iteen  discovered  in 
the  Magellan  territory,  near  Sandy  Point  (Puuta  Arenas). 

The  Germans  in  Valpcvraiso  are  considering  a  project  of  establishing 
a  fire  insurance  company  with  a  capital  of  $2,000,000. 

Bull.  No.  5 - 3 
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COLOMBIA. 

GUARANTY  FOR  FOREIGN  LOAN. 

Under  date  of  August  25,  189B,  Hon.  Charles  Rcbdett  Hart, 
United  States  Minister  at  Bogota,  transmitted  tlie  following  report  to 
the  Department  of  State  at  Washington,  with  reference  to  the  contract¬ 
ing  of  a  foreign  loan  by  the  Colombian  Government: 

“By  Executive  decree  of  the  18th  instant,  just  published,  the  Colom¬ 
bian  Government  announces  that,  in  order  to  change  the  i)aper  money 
of  the  country  into  silver  money,  it  will  seek  a  foreign  loan  of  £3,0(Ki,(K)0 
(814,599,500).  As  a  guaranty  for  this  loan,  the  Government  offers  to 
pledge  the  rental  of  the  emerald  mines  of  Muzo  and  Coscuez,  the 
product  of  the  match  monopoly,  the  annual  sums  due  from  the  Panama 
Bailroad  Company  to  the  Kepublic,  aiul  the  interest  of  the  Republic  in 
the  Panama  Canal.  By  another  decree  «>f  the  sjune  date,  the  reestab¬ 
lishment  of  a  national  bank  is  authorized,  the  shares  of  the  bank  to  be 
offered  to  the  public.  The  Government  has  other  resources  which,  it 
is  believ’ed,  it  wtmld  jiut  in  pledge,  if  necessary,  to  secure  this  loan, 
namely,  the  customs  receipts,  tlie  valuable  salt  mines  (the  production 
and  sale  of  salt  being  a  Government  monoi>oly),  and  the  Sabana  Rail¬ 
road,  40  kilometers  (24  miles)  of  well  e<juippetl  railroad  between  Faca- 
tativa  and  Bogota.” 

The  guaranty  offered  for  the  loan  is  regarded  as  of  considerable  value. 
The  Muzo  emerald  mines  are  the  mo.st  famous  in  the  world.  They  were 
discovered  in.  1555,  and  are  situaU*d  about  75  miles  from  Bogota.  Min¬ 
ing  began  in  1568,  and  so  great  was  the  output  of  tine  stones  that  they 
cease<l  to  be  rare.  They  have  been  worked  almost  continuously  since 
then,  and  although  there  is  no  record  of  the  quantity  and  the  value  of 
the  stones  produced  the  mines  have  made  the  fortunes  for  many  gener¬ 
ations  of  lessees.  They  are  nowoimratcd  by  a  French  company,  which 
insists  that  for  the  la.st  few  years  the  find  of  emerahls  has  been  almost 
nothing.  Nevertheless,  crude  emeralds  reach  Bogota  in  considerable 
quantities. 

The  salt  mines  have  an  average  yield  of  about  22,(MM»  tons  yearly. 
This  is  worth  about  89(H), fK)9,  and  it  is  claimed  that  the  profit  to  the 
Government  is  over  79  per  cent.  The  value  o*"  the  match  mouoimly  is 
fixed  by  the  Government  at  not  less  than  640,0(H)  francs  ($123,520)  per 
year.  (See  Monthly  Bulletin  for  June,  1899,  pp.  2165-2166.)  The 
Panama  Canal  concession  consists  of  the  right  of  way  across  the 
IsthmiKS,  and  its  value  is  not  determinable. 

MISCELLANEOUS  NOTES. 

A  stock  comi)any,  with  a  capital  of  84,3(H),(H)0,  is  being  formed  for 
the  establishment  of  a  large  cotton  factory  at  .Me.dellin. 
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On  the  .30th  of  December,  1890,  bids  will  be  received  at  Panama  for 
the  construction  of  an  aqueduct  for  the  water  service  of  that  city.  The 
conditions  of  the  invitations  for  bids  for  this  work  is  contained  in 
A<lvance  Sheets  of  the  United  States  Consular  Reports  issued  November 
1.1, 1899. 

According  to  a  report  recently  made  by  the  Board  of  National  Sta¬ 
tistics  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  the  exports  from  Colombian 
ports  during  the  year  1898  amounted  to  ^19,735,7.33.84,  gold,  and  the 
imports  to  $11,340,928.12,  gold.  The  balance  of  trade,  therefore,  for  the 
time  in  question,  is  in  favor  of  Colombia  in  the  sum  of  $8,;}89,705.72,  gold. 


COSTA  RICA. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

On  October  28,  1899,  in  addressing  the  International  Commercial 
Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  Senor  Don  Joaquin  Bernardo  Calvo, 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Costa  Rica,  dwelt 
uiKm  the  rapidly  increasing  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two 
Rei>ublics,  as  follows: 

“The  honorable  delegates  have  heard  the  remarks  of  the  distin¬ 
guished  gentlemen  from  Costa  Rica  on  the  i>eople,  resources,  climate, 
and  o]tportunities  ottered  by  that  country  to  capital  and  industry  from 
abroatl,  and,  conse(|nently,  to  the  prospects  for  a  large  development  of 
trade  relations  with  all  nations  to  which  we  offer  our  products  in 
exchange  for  theirs,  and  to  whose  children  Costa  Rica  offers,  with 
the  treasures  of  its  unexploited  soil  and  the  welcome  of  an  industri¬ 
ous,  orderly,  and  law-abiding  impulation,  the  benefits  of  a  stable 
government. 

“Indeed,  nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory  than  to  refer  in  this  con¬ 
nection  to  the  remarkable  fact  that  Costa  Rica  has  not  to-day,  nor  ever 
had  at  any  time,  claims  presented  to  her  for  damages  or  injuries  caused 
by  arbitrary  acts  on  the  part  of  her  civil  or  military  authorities  against 
the  citi/.ens  of  other  nations. 

“As  for  the  character  of  that  country  allow  me  to  quote,  among 
other  authorities,  wdiat  the  Central  and  South  American  Commission¬ 
ers,  sent  in  1884  from  the  United  States,  said  in  their  reimrt:  *The 
name  of  Costa  Rica  stands  high  as  a  Republic,  alive  to  the  demands  of 
a  progressive,  freedom-loving  people,  her  institutions  and  her  wealth, 
her  industry  and  improvements,  liespeak  a  nation  whose  face  is  to  the 
future  and  whose  enterprise  will  carry  her  to  the  high  inisition  her 
natural  endowments  and  resources  and  advance<l  ideas  demand.’ 

“It  seems  to  me  unnecessary  to  say  anything  more  about  the  guaran¬ 
ties  that  iiersons  and  property  enjoy  in  that  rich  country,  and  there¬ 
fore  about  the  opimrtunities  to  invest  capital  or  to  enlarge  by  other 
means  the  sphere  of  our  activities. 

“In  regard  to  the  Unitecl  States  the  report  of  the  above-mentioned 
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Commissioners  said:  <It  is  a  source  of  congratulation  to  know  that  not 
only  are  American  wares  and  merchandise  increasingly  consumed  in 
Costa  Kica,  but  there  is  a  growing  desire  on  the  part  of  its  peojde  to 
establish  more  cordial  relations,  commercial  and  international,  with  the 
United  States.  *  *  *  Beyond  a  doubt  the  increasing  attention  of 

this  country  to  the  economy,  industry,  and  commerce  of  Latin  America 
has  already  met  a  cordial  response  in  Costa  Rica.’ 

“This  was  in  1884,  and  about  the  e.xactitude  of  this  assertion  the 
volume  of  commerce  of  to-day  answers  with  gratifying  evidences. 

“  In  1889  the  only  country  which  led  the  United  States  in  commerce 
with  Costa  Kica  was  Great  Britain,  and  in  1890  the  United  States  took 
the  lead  even  over  Great  Britain. 

“To  our  gratification  the  attention  of  a  considerable  number  of 
wealthy  business  men  of  this  country,  who  have  realized  that  there  is 
a  large  field  in  Costa  Kica,  has  been  directed  to  that  country,  and,  in 
the  last  three  years  e8i)ecially,  several  millions  of  dollars  have  l)eeu 
invested  there  in  mining  and  agricultural  enterprises,  electric  light 
and  electric-traction  plants,  and  other  improvements,  with  bright  pros¬ 
pects  for  an  enlargement  of  the  business  of  the  same. 

“These  conditions  at  present,  and  the  hopes  we  entertain  in  the 
success  of  the  work  of  this  Congress,  insure  for  the  future  a  greater 
extension  of  our  commerce,  and  therefore  of  the  commercial  relations 
of  Costa  Rica  with  other  nations.” 

The  development  of  trade  intercourse  between  Costa  Kica  and  the 
United  States  formed  the  subject-matter  of  the  paper  of  Mr.  Ben.iamin 
E.  Piza,  a  delegate  from  the  former  country,  Indore  the  International 
Commercial  Congress  at  its  session  of  October  28,  1899,  and  many 
practical  suggestions  regarding  the  minutije  of  commercial  progress 
were  made  which,  if  adopted,  would  be  of  substantial  benefit  to  United 
States  merchants.  Mr.  PizA  sjmke,  in  i)art,  as  follows: 

«*«*•«* 

“It  must  be  taken  into  consideration  that  much  of  the  increase  of 
our  (’osta  Kica  trade  with  the  United  States  is  due  to  the  smaller  dis¬ 
tance  that  separates  us  from  this  market.  This  great  advantage,  which 
means  time  and  consequently  money,  makes  us  in  some  instances  over¬ 
look  greater  advantages  offered  by  the  European  countries,  which, 
owing  to  constant  study  of  our  markets,  know  well  and  meet  fully  all 
our  re«iuirements.  Not  one  summer  goes  by  without  crowds  of  Euro¬ 
pean  traveling  agents  visiting  Costa  Rica  (the  greater  part  of  them 
Germans,  of  course),  and  I  can  assure  you  that  every  information  they 
can  gather  with  regard  to  the  improvement  of  any  of  their  particular 
lines  is  carefully  noted  .and  invariably  put  into  practice.  Plating  aside 
the  technical  way  of  doing  business,  in  which  they  fully  meet  our  wants, 
there  are  innumerable  small  details  which  constitute  together  an  impor¬ 
tant  item,  and  in  which  the  Euroi)eans,  and  most  particularly  the  Ger¬ 
mans,  excel.  They  have,  for  instance,  constituted  their  office  work  in 
such  a  manner  that  they  are  able  to  state  on  their  invoices  not  only  the 
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first  cost,  but  also  the  gross  and  net  weight,  measurement,  and  invoice 
expenses  of  every  package;  sometimes  even  of  every  article.  And  in 
countries  like  ours,  where  the  goods  reach  us  often  after  the  invoice, 
such  detailed  statements  enable  the  receiver  to  calculate  in  advance 
the  local  expenses  and  final  cost  of  the  goods  and  to  sell  these  on  sample. 

“  With  regard  to  tin',  packing  of  goods  in  boxes,  Americans,  to  use 
one  of  their  favorite  expressions,  ‘  are  not  in  it.’  The  same  thick, 
heavy  boards  used  for  boxes  sent  to  countries  where  cnstom-house 
duties  are  paid  ad  ralorem  are  employe<l  for  go<Kls  .sent  to  Costa  Rica, 
where  the 'duties  are  charged  imr  gross  weight,  and  many  have  been 
the  instances  in  which  American  boxes,  heavier  and  larger  than  their 
contents,  have  paid,  naturally,  more  duty  than  the  goods  which  they 
contained. 

“  It  is,  besides,  a  well-known  fact  that  delicate  articles  i)acked  in  the 
United  States  reach  our  countries  with  immense  breakage  and  damage, 
and  that,  as  a  rule,  whatever  may  be  the  conditions  of  the  insurance 
effected  against  breakage,  it  is  little  less  than  impossible  to  obtain 
redress.  The  minute  and  dithcult  formalities  which  such  claims  have 
to  undergo  are  so  numerous  that  in  the  generality  of  cases  the  claims 
are  abandoned. 

“These  and  many  other  small  obsttxples,  which  sum  up  to  important 
drawbacks,  would,  iu  my  opinion,  be  easily  obliterated,  or  at  lea.st 
very  inatei  ially  corrected,  if  American  commercial  agents  were  to  visit 
our  markets  often  and  become  acquainted  with  their  various  i)eculiari- 
ties. 

“  Now,  regarding  this  imint,  I  must  hasten  to  explain  that  though  I 
api)rove  the  system  of  sending  out  traveling  agents  as  a  means  of 
obtaining  reliable  information,  1  decidedly  condemn  it  when  it  is  impru¬ 
dently  employed  with  the  view  of  forcing  trade.  Such  system  can  not 
fail  to  i)ro<luce  most  disastrous  results.  In  their  eagerness  to  sell,  to 
beat  the  record,  to  show  oil',  the  generality  of  traveling  salesmen  in  our 
countries  granted  credits  indiscriminately  to  i>eople  who  did  not  de¬ 
serve  it  and  who  did  not  under.staml  the  inqmrt  business.  The  conse¬ 
quence  of  this  was  that  the  sound  i>art  of  our  commerce  was  greatly 
prejudiced  by  an  unreasonable  cutthroat  comi)etitiou,  which  ended  nat¬ 
urally  in  the  wreck  of  the  small  buyers  and  heavy  losses  to  the  sellers. 
This  is  to  a  great  extent  the  cause  of  the  kind  of  fear  with  which  the 
greater  part  of  the  Spanish-American  countries  are  regarded  just  now. 

“If  trade  is  soberly  conducted,  if  cretlit  is  judiciously  granted,  there 
are  nine  probabilities  against  one  that  both  interests  in  connection  will 
honestly  ally  in  order  to  avert  a  crisis,  or  at  least  very  materially  sub¬ 
due  the  effects  of  it.  Therefore,  when  I  suggest  that  our  countries  be 
more  fre<iuently  visite<l  by  American  agents,  by  this  I  mean  competent 
business  men  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  nature  and  details  of 
American  trade,  ca})able  of  appreciating  the  importance  of  the  several 
little  obstacles  which  we  hnd  in  the  American  system,  and  of  justly 
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analyzing  our  commercial  and  tiuaiicial  condition  as  well  as  our  im¬ 
mense  agricultural  resources.  Let  this  be  done,  and  1  repeat  that  I 
feel  certain  the  first  great  step  is  taken  toward  the  peaceful,  voluntary, 
and  mutually  profitable  union  of  all  the  American  countries  in  their 
commercial  intercourse.” 

*  *  *  #  .  «  «  * 

Following  Mr.  PiZA,  the  Congress  was  a<ldressed  by  Mr.  John  M. 
Keith,  also  a  delegate  from  Costa  Kica,  who,  in  speaking  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  investment  of  capital  in  the  Kepublic,  called  attention  to 
the  growing  exports  of  agricultural  products,  as  follows: 

‘‘From  an  experimental  shipment  of  a  few  hundred  bunches  of 
bananas  in  1880,  the  exportation  has  increased  to  over  ;J,000,(M)0  bunches 
per  annum. 

“lu  connection  with  this  trade,  it  maybe  well  to  mention  incidentally 
that  the  fundamental  obstacle  to  the  establishment  of  transportation 
facilities  with  Spanish  America  has  been  the  absence  of  bulk  in  its 
products  compared  with  their  value.  As  an  instance,  the  total  tonnage 
to  and  from  the  Atlantic  seaboard  of  Costa  Itica,  exclusive  of  bananas, 
amounts  to  only  3H,(H)0  tons  per  annum;  whereas,  its  total  value  is 
nearly  .^10,00b,(K>(),  American  gold.  Thanks,  however,  to  the  banana 
trattic,  we  have  at  present  four  steamers  weekly  to  and  from  the  United 
States.  With  these  exceptional  shipping  facilities,  you  will  readily 
ajipreciate  one  of  the  main  factors  of  our  increasing  commerce  with  the 
United  States.  The  banana  business  has  not  only  been  advantageous 
to  American  commerce  with  Costa  Kica,  but  also  to  the  entire  coast 
washed  by  the  Caribbean  Sea  to  which  eighty-oild  steamers,  mostly 
owned  or  controlled  by  Americans,  ply  in  a  trade  in  which  the  exchange 
of  American  produce  for  bananas  and  other  fruits  is  its  characteristic 
feature. 

#«««««« 

“There  are  a  number  of  new  districts  recently  opened  up  to  agri-' 
cultural  enterprise  where  coffee  can  be  jirofitably  cultivated,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  fall  in  the  price  of  inferior  grades.  A  Philadelphia 
syndicate  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  pioneers  in  planting  coft'ee  in 
the  Turrialba  district,  which,  in  common  with  other  new  regions,  pro¬ 
duces  a  quality  of  coffee  which  recent  sales  have  demonstrated  to  be 
equal  to  the  best  produced  by  the  country  and  guarantee  a  goo<l  profit. 

««**•** 

“Notwithstanding  that  over  80  per  cent  of  the  coffee  exported  is 
shipped  to  Europe,  nearly  50  jier  cent  of  the  iiniMirts  come  from  the 
United  States,  and  it  consumes  American  goods  to  the  amount  of  $7.50 
per  capita,  against  an  average  consumption  of  $1.40  for  all  Latin 
America. 

«  «  «  «  «  •  « 

“The  cattle  business  is  one  of  the  most  iirofitable  enterprises  in  the 
country.  Those  familiar  with  the  industry  state  that  no  country  in 
Central  America  can  compete  with  its  natural  advantages  of  climate. 
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soil,  and  abundance  of  pure  water,  which  makes  the  Atlantic  slope  an 
ideal  place  for  planting  cultivated  grasses  for  the  purjmse  of  raising 
and  fattening  stock.  Not  only  does  the  domestic  market  demand  more 
cattle  than  the  country  supplies,  but  we  have  open  to  us  the  demand 
of  Cuba  for  fat  cattle  at  a  i»rice  yielding  a  large  profit.’’ 

EFFICIENCY  OF  THE  PARCELS  POST  SERVICE. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  papers  read  before  the  International 
Commercial  Congress,  now'  in  session  in  Philadelphia,  was  one  con¬ 
tributed  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Keith,  of  Costa  Rica,  treating  of  the  parcels 
post  service  between  his  country  and  the  United  States.  Mr.  Keith 
testified  to  the  advantages  accruing  from  such  service  in  the  following 
terms: 

“1  take  great  pleasure  in  giving  my  testimony  to  the  efficiency  of 
‘parcels  jiost’  between  the  Ignited  States  and  the  country  I  rei)resent, 
Costa  Rica.  We  have  had  a  parcels  post  arrangement  w’ith  the  United 
States  since  April,  ISlKf.  Before  that  time  we  were  forced  to  send  out 
packages  by  means  of  the  International  Express  Company,  which  would 
charge  us  anywhere  from  $2  to  85  for  the  most  insignificant  package. 
At  the  present  time  we  can  send  a  package  weighing  5  kilograms  (12 
(Mtunds)  into  the  United  States  from  Costa  Rica,  and  vice  versa.  This 
is  of  great  advantage  to  our  merchants,  who  avail  themselves  of  the 
parcels  imst  in  bringing  novelties  in,  and  a  thousand  and  one  other 
things  which  they  do  not  care  to  send  at  the  regular  steamship  rates. 
We  also  have  the  advantage  of  foreigners  being  able  to  receive  their 
remembrances  on  Christmas  and  on  their  birthdays,  which  is  a  connect¬ 
ing  link  between  themselves  and  those  at  home.  It  is  difficult  for  them 
to  secure  in  any  other  way  the  advantage  of  the  parcels  post.  This  is 
really  of  great  use  to  the  foreign  colony  abroad.  When  the  United 
States  (lovernment  projmsed  to  make  jjarcels  post  treaties  throughout 
South  America,  by  which  the  United  States  is  really  helping  the 
American  colony  as  much  as  by  any  other  provisions  of  treaty,  it  was 
found  to  l)e  a  connecting  link  between  Americans  abroad  and  our 
friends  at  home. 

“We  have  also  in  Costa  Rica  great  facilities  for  clearing  goods 
through  the  custom  house  when  they  come  by  i)arcels  jmst.  Such 
packages  reach  us  from  New  York  and  Philadelphia  in  almut  eight 
days,  and  on  their  arrival  are  sent  immediately  to  the  interior,  being 
cleared  at  the  custom-house  by  a  special  officer  detailed  for  that  pur- 
imse.  Therefore,  in  nine  days,  at  the  utmost,  we  are  able  to  receive 
our  packages,  which,  if  they  came  to  us  by  any  other  means,  would  not 
reach  us  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks.” 

DOMESTIC  CONDITIONS. 

No  paper  read  before  the  International  Commercial  Congress  at 
Philadelphia,  during  the  course  of  its  “Pan-American”  days,  was 
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heard  with  greater  interest  than  that  of  Dr.  J.  J.  TJlloa,  Consul- 
General  of  Costa  Kica  in  the  United  States.  While  deprecating  the 
prevailing  false  impressions  as  to  the  domestic  conditions  attending 
residence  in  that  country,  he  took  occasion  to  state  that: 

“One  of  the  first  things  a  Costa  Kican  does  when  he  has  a  little 
money  to  spare,  and  in  many  instances  he  goes  as  far  as  to  borrow  it  to 
satisfy  his  desire,  is  to  travel  abroad,  where,  although  always  ready  for 
a  good  time,  he  knows  also  how  to  derive  ample  profit  from  his  vacation 
in  his  own  behalf  and  also  in  that  of  the  small  portion  of  land  of  which 
he  is  so  proud.  All  foreign  observers  express  their  admiration  when 
they  find  in  Costa  Kica  many  of  the  achievements  of  civilization  which 
are  wanted  in  several  larger  and  much  older  countries. 

“The  best  class  of  people  are  very  highly  educated;  they  speak  one 
or  two  languages  besides  their  mother  tongue,  and  among  them  are 
found  a  vast  number  of  privileged  sous  of  the  ditterent  arts. 

“  Besides  the  fact  of  the  Costa  Rican  race  being  of  an  unmixed  and 
purely  white  origin,  there  is  the  one  of  all  the  people  being,  in  a  greater 
or  smaller  scale,  property  owners,  the  union  of  which  two  facts  consti¬ 
tute  the  principal  reason  for  their  hard-working  and  extraordinary 
peaceful  disposition.” 

Dr.  Ulloa  added ; 

“Our  houses  have  all  the  modern  conveniences,  and  we  live  with  all 
the  requirements  of  civilization  and  comfort  in  relation  to  our  mild 
climate  and  social  exigencies. 

“Our  public  buildings  are  numerous,  spacious,  and  ornamental.  We 
have  theaters,  churches,  libraries,  hospitals,  and  asylums,  railroads, 
tramways,  and  fine  cart  roads,  waterworks,  electric  light,  good  public 
and  sanitary  service,  and  in  fact  in  a  small  scale  all  the  conveniences 
you  enjoy  in  Philadelphia. 

“  Our  population  is  a  little  more  than  300,000 ;  that  is  to  say,  about  the 
sixth  part  of  this  great  city,  which  more  than  a  hundred  years  ago  was 
the  birthplace  of  the  most  wonderful  and  far-reaching  experiment  that 
liberty  ever  undertook.” 

NEW  MERCANTILE  AGENCY. 

Mr.  Juan  Rafel  Mata  writes  to  the  Bureau  of  the  American 
Republics  that  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  commercial  relations 
of  Costa  Rica  with  the  United  States  an  ollice  has  been  opened  at  San 
Jose  which  will  be  known  as  “Agenda  Mercantil  de  Costa  Rica”  (Costa 
Rican  Mercantile  Agency),  to  which  will  be  added  a  permanent  exhi¬ 
bition  of  the  manufactures  and  proilucts  of  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Mata  is  director  and  Manuel  Aragon  manager  of  this  agency,  the 
former  having  also  been  unanimously  elected  by  the  merchants,  bank¬ 
ers,  and  other  business  men  of  Costa  Rica  as  a  delegate  to  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Commercial  Congress  at  Phihulelphia. 
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FINANCIAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  NOTES. 

The  Government  of  Costa  Kica  continues  the  preparatory  steps  nec¬ 
essary  to  carrying  into  effect  the  reform  in  the  monetary  system  of  that 
Republic  u])on  a  gold  basis.  The  law  in  the  preiyises  and  a  full  state¬ 
ment  of  the  plan  were  published  in  the  November,  189d,  and  March, 
1898,  numbers  of  the  Monthly  Bulletin. 

The  term  established  for  the  conversion  will  expire  on  December  31, 
1990;  in  the  meanwhile  the  Government  has  been  accumulating  a 
reserve  fund  which  already  amounts  to  $3,000,000  in  gold  coins  of  the 
new  issue. 

“The  financial  condition  of  the  country,”  says  the  President  of  the 
Republic  in  his  last  message,  “is  at  present  little  Hattering,  for  it 
being  impossible  for  us  to  escape  from  the  causes  which  have  brought 
about  a  depreciation  in  the  public  wealth  throughout  the  Continent,  it 
was  natural  that  here  also  there  should  be  felt  the  uneasiness  result¬ 
ing  from  this  situation.  This  circumstance,  which  is  aggravated  by 
the  decline  in  coffee,  would  perforce  bring  about  a  reduction  in  the 
public  revenues,  and  in  order  to  avoid  exiwsing  ourselves  to  a  dispro¬ 
portion  between  the  receipts  and  expenditures,  which  must  compromise 
interests  which  did  not  yet  exist  as  elements  of  the  economic  life,  my 
Government  thought  it  prudent  to  introduce  without  delay  all  manner 
of  economy  in  the  several  executive  branches,  preserving  only  such 
services  as  are  essential  to  the  proper  conduct  of  the  State  and  the 
acconii)li8hment  of  its  natural  purimses.” 

“The  receipts  of  the  Treasury,”  says  the  message,  “including  $1,136,- 
822.50,  the  amount  of  the  dividend  of  the  ordinary  shares  of  the  Atlantic 
RailwJly  held  by  the  Government  in  1898,  were  $8,413,198.80,  in  Costa 
Rican  money,  and  the  expenditures  amount  to  $8,060,655.05,  a  suriilus 
of  $352,543.75  remaining.  The  aggregate  of  the  revenues  of  1898-99  is 
less  than  that  of  the  year  1897-98  by  $10,905.50,  and  exceeds  the  sum 
estimated  by  $343,450.72.” 

The  amounts  of  the  foreign  commerce  during  the  last  five  years  have 
been  as  follows: 

[In  Uniteil  Staten  gold.] 


Importn. 

Exporta. 

lg!U . 

$4,113,223.66 
3, 851.460.34 
4, 748, 812. 62 
5, 460, 944. 51 
4. 258. 806. 04 

$5,033. 113. 14 
5, 188,401.78 
5,597,727.01 
5, 474, 773.  .50 
5,659,218.56 

. 

1896 . 

1897 . 

1898 . 

— there  remaining,  as  may  be  seen,  in  this  short,  time  a  surplus  of 
$4,519,896.82  United  States  gold  in  favor  of  the  country. 

The  trade  with  the  United  States,  which  in  1894  represented  33.64 
per  cent  of  the  imports,  in  1898  rose  to  44.80  per  cent.  Not  so,  how¬ 
ever,  with  the  exports,  in  which  Huglaud  represented  56  per  cent,  due 
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to  tbe  high  price  which  the  coffee  of  Costa  Bica,  owing  to  its  excellent 
quality,  maintains  in  that  market. 

The  total  amount  of  the  fine  grades  of  this  bean  exported  in  1S98 
was  18,329,263  kilos,  of  which  10,821,076  were  shipped  to  England, 
bringing,  according  to  the  reviews  of  the  “Crf*dit  Lyonnais,”  of  London, 
which  ])ublishes  the  price  at  which  each  lot  is  sold,  an  average  of  66s.  per 
quintal  of  112  imunds,  which  is  equivalent  to  $11.12,  gold,  net,  in  Costa 
Itica  per  (juintal  of  46  kilos.  The  lower  grades,  amounting  to  1,156,862 
kilos,  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  estimates  as  sold  at  5  cents  a  pound, 
wherein  it  might  well  be  demonstrated  there  is  a  commendable  pessi¬ 
mism.  In  the  exports  for  1898,  thus  estimated,  the  value  of  coffee  was 
$4,209,569.15, 

Of  late  years  the  production  of  other  articles  of  eximrt  has  been 
increasing.  During  the  year  1898  there  were  exported  2,331,036  bunches 
of  bananas,  and  about  3,000  new  manzanas  of  this  fruit  have  been 
planted.  The  exports  of  woods  and  precious  metals  also  grow  in  satis¬ 
factory  proportions. 

Owing  to  this  condition  of  business  in  general,  the  rates  of  foreign 
exchange  have  been  maintained  in  Costa  Rica  on  a  very  favorable  basis, 
the  country  being  free  from  the  serious  difficulties  which  are  to-day 
experienced  in  other  countries.  To  this  end  there  have  contrib¬ 
uted  the  timely  measures  of  the  Government,  bearing  in  mind  the  dis¬ 
proportion  which  the  falling  off  in  the  price  of  coffee  might  incur,  and 
undoubtedly  the  reserve  in  gold  coin,  and  other  combinations  tending 
to  the  reform  in  the  monetary  system. 


ECUADOR. 

OUAVAQUIL  AND  QUITO  RAIL  WAT. 

In  a  recent  communication  from  Quito  it  is  stated  that  on  July  16, 
1899,  work  was  commenced  on  the  construction  of  the  railroad  connect¬ 
ing  that  city  with  Guayaquil.  The  contrac^t  for  the  building  of  this 
road  was  let  to  Mr.  Archer  Harman,  of  New  York,  on  June  14, 1897, 
but  the  award  was  not  approved  by  the  Congress  of  Ecuador  until 
November,  1898.  (See  Monthly  Bulletin,  January,  1899.)  The  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  company  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  while  the  board 
of  directors  is  composed  of  fifteen  citizens  of  the  United  States,  four 
Englishmen,  and  three  citizens  of  Ecuador.  When  completed  the  road 
will  be  35U  miles  iu  length. 
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GUATEMALA. 

COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  followiii"  notes  on  the  commercial  relations  of  Guatemala  with 
the  United  States  of  America  were  i)repare<l  by  Senor  Don  Antonio 
La/o  Arriaga,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
Guatemala  in  Washnigton  and  Official  Delegate  to  the  International 
Coniinereial  Congress  of  Philadelphia: 

“It  is  to-day  a  universally  recognized  fact  that  nothing  brings  two 
peoples  together  like  the  community  of  interest  which  is  born  of  the 
interchange  of  their  products,  of  the  ease  and  cheapness  of  their  com¬ 
munications,  and,  in  a  word,  of  the  expansion  or  development  of  their 
commercial  relations. 

“From  this  i)oint  as  well  as  from  other  i>oints  of  view  it  may  be 
asserted  that  the  bonds  existing  between  Central  America  and  the 
United  States  of  America — already  strong  by  reasons  of  proximity,  of 
analogy  in  their  political  institutions,  and  of  a  never-interrupted  gootl 
understanding — tend  to  become  daily  closer,  as  is  evidenced  by  the 
increasing  figures  of  their  iinimrt  and  export  trade. 

“In  this  growing  exchange  of  the  fruits  of  the  activity  and  labor  of 
the  nations  of  the  Isthmus  with  the  elder  sister  of  the  continent  that 
of  Guatemala  occupies  no  mean  place. 

“It  is  not  so  many  years  since  the  United  States  occupied  the  fifth 
place  among  the  countries  from  which  nearly  all  our  importations  pro¬ 
ceeded.  Since  then,  slowly  at  first,  with  greater  rapidity  later,  but 
with  steadiness  ever,  the  North  American  manufacturer  and  farmer 
have  been  conquering,  inch  by  inch,  the  field  which  imwerful  and  previ¬ 
ously  established  rivals  di.sputed  in  our  markets. 

“  In  1894  the  United  States  ha<l  already  resiched  the  first  place  among 
the  countries  that  send  us  their  nianufactures  and  products,  securing 
26  per  cent  of  the  total  imiMirts.  Great  Britain  had  24  per  cent  and 
Germany  13  per  cent. 

“  In  1895  the  proportions  were :  The  United  States,  36  per  cent ;  Great 
Britain,  21  per  cent,  and  Germany,  23  per  cent.  It  may  be  noticed  that 
ill  a  single  year  the  German  and  North  American  imimrts  increased  10 
l>er  cent,  while  those  from  England  fell  otf  3  i)er  cent. 

“  In  1896  the  German  and  North  American  imports  maintained  almost 
the  same  proportion — the  former  22  per  cent,  and  the  latter  .34  jier  cent. 
Those  from  Great  Britain  were  23  per  cent. 

“In  1897  the  relative  jiosition  of  these  countries  in  our  imjiorts  was: 
The  United  States,  Ji3  jier  cent;  Great  Britain,  21  jier  cent,  and  Ger¬ 
many,  21  per  cent.  I  should  note  that  in  this  year  the  German  impor¬ 
tations  reached,  for  the  first  time  in  onr  commercial  hi.story,  the  same 
volume  as  the  English.  This  demonstrates  that  not  only  the  North 
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Americau  competitor,  but  also  the  Germau,  is  little  by  little  dislodging 
the  English  manufacturer  from  our  market. 

“The  figures  for  last  year,  1898,  confirm  this  stiitement  still  better. 
Great  Britain  only  figured  with  18  per  cent  in  our  imports,  while  Ger¬ 
many  went  up  to  24  ])er  cent  and  the  United  States  to  39  per  cent,  the 
latter  thus  leaving  their  rivals  far  behind. 

“The  commercial  position  of  the  United  States  in  Guatemala  is 
already,  as  is  evident,  very  enviable,  and  nevertheless  it  could  easily  be 
better  if  the  North  American  manufacturer  or  exporter  were  to  give 
more  importance  to  the  following  considerations,  which,  though  iilready 
well  known,  will  bear  repetition: 

“1.  The  commodity  should  be  made,  not  according  to  the  precon¬ 
ceived  ideas  of  the  manufacturer,  but  befitting  the  taste  and  neces¬ 
sities  of  the  consumer.  Manufacturers  would  increase  their  busine.ss 
and  obtain  greater  profits  were  they  to  send  experts  to  study,  on  the 
ground,  the  desires,  tastes,  needs,  and  even  the  demands  of  the  con¬ 
sumer,  who  is,  when  everything  has  been  said,  the  sovereign  judge  in 
the  selection  of  the  article  he  intends  buying. 

“.2.  PacJcinff. — The  North  American  exporter  gives  little  or  no  impor¬ 
tance  to  this  point,  which  is  of  great  transcendence  to  the  Central 
American  merchant.  Very  often  the  latter  has  to  pay  customs  duties 
on  the  gross  weight  of  an  article,  an»l  from  that  moment  the  weight 
of  the  packing,  etc.,  becomes  a  vital  (lucstion.  On  the  other  hand, 
everyone  knows  that  while  European  merchandise  reaches  our  markets 
in  a  perfect  condition,  owing  to  the  careful  way  in  which  it  was  packed 
and  shipped.  North  American  commodities  are  freijuently  received 
there,  by  reason  of  their  poor  packing,  in  such  a  condition  that  they 
cause  losses  to  tho.se  ordering  them.  The  efforts  the  Philadelphia 
Commercial  Museum  is  making  at  this  time  to  teach  the  best  methml 
of  preparing  and  shipping  articles  destined  abroad  are  very  laudable 
and  are  a  step  in  the  right  direction; 

“J/.  Credits. — The  usual  practice  in  this  country  of  selling  on  short 
time  is  entirely  inai)plicable  among  us,  where  the  merchant  has  to  dis- 
l)ose  of  the  article  by  opening  credit  to  his  patrons.  It  is  almost 
impossible,  then,  for  him  to  be  able  to  collect  within  the  proper  time 
the  necessary  funds  to  meet  his  obligations,  and  hence  he  either  finds 
himself  compelled  to  fail  in  them,  or  is  forced  to  give  the  preference  to 
European  merchandise,  which  is  sold  on  longer  time  and  on  conditions 
which  make  the  payment  ea.sy. 

“4.  Cheapness  of  transportation. — One  of  the  great  obstacles  to  its 
expansion  which  North  American  commerce  has  met  is  the  high — almost 
prohibitive — freight  rates  which  for  many  years  were  maintained  by 
certain  transportation  companies  wh(»  enJoye<l  the  privilege  of  a  veri¬ 
table  monopoly  in  this  service.  To  illustrate  this  point  I  shall  cite  a 
case  which,  although  it  seems  improbable,  is  not  therefore  less  true.  A 
serious  and  prominent  merchant  in  New  York  .said  to  me  some  time 
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ago  that  the  freight  rates  from  that  port  to  Colon  (Aspiuwall)  are  so 
high  that  he,  to  reduce  the  expense-s  of  his  patron,  shipi)ed  some  arti¬ 
cles  for  San  Jo8»‘  de  Guatemala  by  way  of  Liveri)ool!  In  my  opinion, 
therefore,  the  establishment  of  new  lines  of  steamers  wlihdi,  through 
judicious  conii)etition,  would  redu<*e  the  rates  to  rational  standards, 
ought  to  be  favored. 

Banking  facilities. — This  is  a  point  which  has  greater  induence 
than  is  ordinarily  believed  on  the  volume  of  international  commercial 
transactions,  and,  treating  of  the  mercantile  business  of  Guatemala 
with  the  I’nited  States,  the  (piestion  is  graver  still  if  we  bear  in  mind 
that  the  greater  part  of  our  cotfee — our  i)rincipal  article  of  eximrt — we 
sell  in  Germany  and  England,  and  that  conse(iuently  we  find  our¬ 
selves  comi)elled  to  pay  for  the  North  American  articles  by  drafts  on 
Hamburg  or  London,  thus  giving  the  bankers  of  those  places  a  profit 
that  ought  to  go  to  the  North  Americans  if  the  United  States  would 
furnish  us  the  same  banking  facilities. 

“^lany  other  useful  suggestions  might  be  made  in  the  premises,  but  I 
will  omit  them  to-day  in  l>ehalf  of  brevity,  so  as  not  to  give  this  paper 
too  much  length.  I  will  only  say  that  they  have  been  recorded  in 
detail  in  numerous  publications  of  an  otficial  or  private  character  and 
repeated  in  the  i)eriodical  which  serves  as  the  organ  to  the  Association  • 
of  Manufacturers  of  this  country. 

‘‘  Four  or  five  years  ago  the  price  of  (mftee  was  so  high  that  it  brought 
about  a  state  of  general  prosperity  in  Central  America  as  well  as  in 
the  other  countries  jiroducing  this  bean.  Our  peoples  enjoyed  welfare 
and  comforts  rarely  obtained.  Work  abounded;  the  soil  yielded  rich 
harvests;  the  farmer  added  to  his  lands;  the  merchant  imiwrted  from 
abroad 'commmlities  in  unusual  quantities;  the  yearly  amount  of  im¬ 
ports  and  exports  was  doubled  and  even  trebled,  and,  in  a  word,  com¬ 
merce,  invigorated  by  a  tloui’ishing  agriculture,  was  develojted  with  a 
rapidity  not  seen  before. 

‘‘  lint  tliis  same  high  price  of  colfee  powerfully  stimulated  production, 
making  it  greater  than  the  consumption  of  the  i)recious  bean,  and  since 
then  the  former  has  been  falling  off,  and  consecpiently  affecting  the 
volume  of  the  mercantile  transactions  of  all  those  countries  with  cotfee 
as  their  principal  article  of  eximrt. 

Guatemala  i'ould  not  be  an  exception,  and  her  commerce  in  the  last 
three  years  has  had  to  suffer  the  effects  of  the  i)henomenon  note<l;  but 
they  are,  fortunately,  of  a  transient  character  and  will  leave  us  the 
l)ermanent  benefit  of  having  been  made  to  feel  the  necessity  of  pos- 
8i‘ssing  a  varied  production,  which  is  already  impelling  our  i)eople  along 
salutary  i)aths.  In  our  fields  new  and  promising  cultivations  are  being 
initiated,  such  as  that  of  the  rubber  or  caoutchouc  tree,  vanilla,  etc., 
and  more  care  is  given  to  others  formerly  disregarded,  such  as  tobacco, 
ca<‘ao,  banana.s,  and  other  tropii^al  fruits. 

o  The  equilibrium  of  our  production  and  consumption,  momentarily 
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disturbed,  will  thus  be  reestablished;  commercial  operations  will  soon 
recover — as  I  hope — their  habitual  activity,  and  our  markets  will' con¬ 
tinue  oft'eriug  to  the  North  American  manufacturer  the  vast  Held  pre¬ 
sented  by  new  countries,  virgin  still,  which  only  await  for  their  devel¬ 
opment  the  energy  of  the  European  immigrant,  whom  we  welcome  with 
affection  on  our  shores,  and  the  fruitful  action  of  foreign  capital,  which 
will  surely  realize  flattering  jjroHts  in  advantageous  enterprises. 

“Our  soil  is  rich,  and  adapted  to  productions  numerous  and  varied; 
our  climate  is  mild  and  perfectly  suited  to  the  white  races;  our  laws 
are  clear,  liberal,  and  advanced;  our  people  are  peaceful,  lalmrious,  and 
progressive;  our  political  and  social  institutions  are  similar  to  those  of 
other  cultured  countries;  our  system  of  i)opular  education,  which  rests 
on  the  broad  basis  of  the  lay  school,  obligatory  and  gratuitous,  extends 
its  beueflceut  influence  to  the  cities  and  important  towns  as  well  as  to 
the  most  remote  hamlets  and  settlements;  our  colleges  and  universities 
employ  the  best  methods,  and  are  organized  with  an  eye  to  the  moat 
commendable  models;  our  means  of  communication  are  increased  from 
year  to  year  by  new  highways,  railroads,  and  steamship  lines;  our 
towns,  several  of  them  illuminated  with  the  electric  light  and  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  advantages  of  an  ample  and  cheap  teleplionic  service,  are  all 
connected  by  an  extensive  telegraphic  web  wliich  ]>laces  them  in  imme¬ 
diate  (contact  with  the  entire  world.  The  «lesire  to  improve,  in  a  word, 
is  innate  in  my  fellow-citizens,  and,  with  such  good  elements,  we  trust 
in  the  future  and  entertain  well-founded  hopes  of  permanent  well  being 
and  i)rosperity,  which  will  permit  us  to  realize  our  destiny  in  pc'ace 
and  offer  ample  horizons  to  the  (‘apital  and  labor  of  the  peoples  with 
whom  we  live  in  intimate  contact  and  on  friendly  terms.” 

TAX  FOR  THE  RESHIPMENT  OP  FOREIGN  GOODS. 

A  decree  of  the  President  of  the  Kepublic,  diite<l  September  If,  1.S99, 
orders  that  from  the  date  of  promulgation  there  shall  be  paid  in  the 
custom-houses  of  the  country  a  reshipment  tax  of  ‘J  pesos  «>ii  every 
kilo  (gross  weight)  of  foreign  merchandise.  This  duty  was  formerly 
1  peso  for  every  50  kilos  of  merehandi.se,  gross. 


HAITI. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  PROSPECTS. 

The  future  of  Haitian  develoi>ment,  as  deduced  from  the  existing 
conditions,  formed  the  subject-matter  of  the  address  of  the  (’onsul- 
General  of  Haiti  in  New  York,  Mr.  J.  Nicolas,  before  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Commercial  Congress  at  Philadelphia.  He  gave  many  interest¬ 
ing  j»articulars  of  the  intellectual  ami  jHilitical  progress  of  the  country, 
which  indicate  the  energetic  character  of  this  Kepublic  and  expressed 
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the  prevailinfj  desire  of  the  inhabitants  to  maintain  closer  friendly 
relations  with  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Speaking  of  the  commercial  and  agricultural  outlook,  he  said: 
«#*•««* 

“  'fhe  i)rincipal  articles  of  export  from  Haiti  are  coffee,  cocoa,  log¬ 
wood,  mahogany,  yellowwood,  cotton,  wax,  honey,  skins  and  hides, 
lignuni-vita*,  gum  guaiacum,  seashells,  turtle-shells,  orange  peel, 
ginger,  rum,  etc. 

“The  depreciation  in  the  ruling  price  of  coffee  has  affectetl  Haiti,  as 
it  has  all  other  coffee- producing  countries.  It  is  for  this  reason,  due  to 
overproduction,  that  Haiti  has  begun  to  give  a  new  direction  to  its  agri¬ 
culture  in  starting  uj)  the  sugar  industry,  the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  of 
the  castor-oil  plant,  and  of  cotton,  all  on  quite  a  large  sgale. 

“Ntttwithstanding  the  large  home  consumption,  Haiti  exports  annu¬ 
ally  from  7B,(KM),000  to  8(),(KM>,(H)0  ]>ounds  of  coffee,  and  in  order  to 
sustain  advantageously  the  struggle  against  other  pnMlucing  markets, 
and  especially  to  maintain  for  its  coffee  the  place  that  it  has  always 
held  in  European  markets,  where  it  is  preferred  on  account  of  its  flavor 
and  exquisite  taste,  the  Government  has  encouraged  the  establishment 
of  machinery  for  cleaning  it  and  properly  preparing  it  for  export.  The 
machinery  has  been  bought,  for  the  most  part,  in  the  United  States. 
There  still  remains  an  open  Held  for  new  demands  in  this  line,  demands 
which  wilt  Imcome  more  and  more  important  as  comimtition  becomes 
more  and  more  active. 

«••••«« 

“Taking  the  year  1893  as  an  average,  the  total  value  of  the  foreign 
commerce  of  Haiti  amounted  to  $19,770,867.91,  the  eximrtations  figur¬ 
ing  for  $i;i,163,059  and  the  importations  for  $7,607,817,  not  counting 
the  simcific  importation  of  $1,131,235  in  American  gold. 

“In  the  interest  of  showing  the  importance  of  the  develojiment 
which  the  commerce  of  Haiti  with  the  United  States  has  attained,  it  is 
noteworthy  that  the  inqmrtation  of  American  products  is  larger  than 
all  the  im)>ortations  from  France,  England,  and  Germany  together. 

“In  1872  imports  from  the  United  States  amounteil  to  $2,487,210. 
In  1893  these  importations  amounted  to  $5,381>,l<i9.05.  It  is  thus  seen 
that  imports  from  the  United  States  nearly  tripled  in  twenty-one  years. 
Here,  then,  is  the  proof  that  commerce  with  the  United  States  has  devel¬ 
oped  considerably.  This  develoi)ment  will  grow  in  proimrtion  as  Haiti 
shall  construct  railways  which  will  permit  her  to  oi)en  up  to  develoi>- 
nient  her  most  secluded  localities. 

“It  is  in  the  Unite<l  States  that  the  rails  and  locomotives  were  pur¬ 
chased  for  the  railway  of  Cape  Haitien;  it  is  there  that  alt  the  material 
for  the  tramways  of  Port  au  Prince  and  Aux  Cayes  was  purchased;  it 
is  to  the  Unitetl  States  also  that  Mr.  H.  Pkoi’OETE,  the  concessionaire 
of  a  new  railway,  proitoses  to  a<ldress  himself  for  his  materials,  and  it 
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is  there  that  the  Government  of  Haiti  imrchased  its  bridges  and  the 
material  for  its  foundries  and  its  dry  dock  at  Port  an  Prince. 

«*•*»«* 

“  During  the  i)a8t  tliree  years  the  production  of  cocoa  and  of  cotton 
has  been  doubled. 

*«**•*» 

“Besides  the  cultivation  of  tobacco  and  the  sugar  industry,  which,  as 
has  already  been  mentioned,  have  just  been  resumed  on  a  large  scale 
in  Haiti,  there  are  to-day  in  the  country  manufactories  of  soap,  of  can¬ 
dles,  of  matches,  of  ice,  of  beer,  of  vermicelli,  of  macaroni,  of  crockery, 
of  brick,  and  of  cigars.  The  manufactories  of  alcohol  and  rum  are 
more  particularly  the  specialties  of  the  cities  of  Port  au  Prince  and 
Aux  Cayes. 

“Mines  of  coal,  of  iron,  of  porphyry,  of  plaster  of  paris,  of  sulphur, 
ami  of  other  minerals  have  been  discovered  and  are  known  to  exist  in 
diflerent  parts  of  the  country.  The  development  of  one  of  the  mines 
o!  iron  and  i»hister  of  paris  is  about  to  be  entered  upon.  A  company 
with  a  capital  of  .So,0(K),(K>0  at  its  command  for  this  jmrpose  has  recently 
been  formed  in  New  York,  and  its  engineers  are  already  at  work  on  the 
spot.  It  is  confidently  anticipated  that  both  of  these  articles  will  find 
a  market  in  the  United  States,  the  demand  for  iron  becoming  more  and 
more  important.  And  as  to  plaster  of  paris,  Haiti  has  this  advantage 
over  Nova  Scotia,  which  furnishes  the  United  States  with  this  article, 
that  she  will  be  able  to  deliver  it  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

“Haiti  is  connected  by  two  submarine  cables  with  all  the  civilized 
world,  namely,  that  of  the  French  trans-Atlantic  cable  service  and  that 
of  the  United  States  and  Haiti  Cable  Company. 

»  *  *  «  »  «  « 

“The  question  of  credit  is  an  obstacle  to  the  development  of  the 
commerce  between  Haiti  and  the  United  States.  It  is  to  be  de.sired 
that  manufacturers  should  give  longer  credits  to  purchasing  firms,  in 
order  that  these  latter  may  extend  the  same  privileges  to  Haitian  mer¬ 
chants.  He  who  has  traveled  in  South  and  Central  America  and  the 
West  Indies  will  answer  you  that  the  credit  of  three  months,  which  is 
generally  accorded  by  American  commission  houses,  is  too  limited  for 
these  (countries.  No  one  can  count  on  finding  in  these  countries  the 
hustling  of  business  which  is  .so  notable  in  Chicago  and  New  York. 

“Therefore  it  is  to  be  de.sired  that,  as  in  Furope,  the  commission 
bouses  should  accord  at  least  a  credit  of  nine  months  to  the  merchants 
of  these  countries. 

»*«•«## 

“There  is  still  another  deficiency — it  is  the  paucity  or  lack  of  the 
means  of  direct  exchange  between  Haiti  and  the  United  iStates.” 


J 
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MEXICO. 

TRADE  DEVELOPMENT  AND  OUTLOOK. 

Anioiif?  the  delegates  from  Mexico  to  the  luteriiational  Commercial 
Congress  at  I’liiladelphia  was  Mr.  Salvador  Echegaray,  whose 
paper  on  the  various  conditions  atVecting  Mexican  trade  was  listened 
to  with  great  attention.  His  remarks,  containing,  as  they  do,  much 
valuable  inforination  lor  merchants  and  eximrtersof  the  United  States, 
were  substantially  as  follows: 

“During  the  last  twenty-five  years  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  under 
President  Diaz's  Government,  has  enjoyed  peace;  the  construction  of 
l(t,bOO  miles  of  railroads,  the  improvement  of  some  of  the  ports,  the 
geneial  development  of  the  country,  and  increase  of  public  wealth 
have  been  made  possible. 

“Our  imports  in  the  fiscal  year  of  1874-75  did  not  reach  19,000,(K)0 
Mexican  dollars,  while  in  the  last  fiscal  year  they  amounted  to  10{),285,307 
dollars,  an  increase  of  nearly  GOO  per  cent.  Our  exports  in  1875  were 
27,318,788  Mexican  dollars,  and  in  the  last  year  138,478,137  Mexican 
dollars,  an  increase  of  500  per  cent. 

“  Following  in  order  of  imimrtance  the  principal  articles  imported 
into  Mexico  are  as  follows: 


Madtincrv . 

. $16, 77.'>,  562 

Wood  textiles . 

$3, 877, 971 

Cottou  textiles . . 

.  12, 292, 190  ; 

Paper  iiud  niannfactnres . . . . 

3, 841,  244 

Iron  aiul  steel . 

Wines  utul  liijnors . 

.  11,920,291  j 

_  5,590,984 

Textile  fibers . . 

2, 541, 878 

“The'  most  imiiortant  products 
year: 

we  export  were  in  the 

last  fiscal 

Silver . 

.  $66,431,^1 

Lead . 

$3, 786, 144 

Henetpien . 

.  18,711,325 

Copper . 

4, 135, 613 

Gold . 

.  8, 843, 081 

Hides . 

3,ftt6,915 

Coffee . 

.  7, 936, 908 

Precious  wood . 

1, 896, 908 

Cattle . 

.  4, 918, 572 

Broom  root . 

1,055,669 

“The  foreign  commerce  of  Mexico  in  the  last  seven  fiscal  years  has 
been  as  follows : 


Importation  valne  in  gold). 


Exportation  (declared  valne  in  silver). 


Years. 

From  rnited  i 
States. 

From  (*ther 

Total. 

To  United 
States.  , 

To  other 
couutriefl. 

Total. 

1892  9:i . 

♦26,235,963 
14,351,785 
15.  i;Ul,  367  1 
20. 14.'>,  "IB 
22.  .Wl.  8<;9 
21,490.604 
24, 164.  687 

$17, 177. 168 
15,935,704 
18. 870, 073 

I  22. 108, 175 

1  10,  610, 2;i.'> 

22,112,888 
20, 704, 507 

$43,413,131 
:i0, 287, 489 
34,  IHNI,  440 
42, 2.>l,  938 
42. 204, 095 
43,6ti3,  49'/ 
50,  869. 194 
j 

1 

$63,791,741  < 
60.660.243 
67.:t22,986 
79.  K*.!,  695 
86,742  951 
94,  974.616 
103, 553,  486 

$23,717,466 
18,  lUCI,  m4 
23.531,967 
25, 365, 207 
24. 603. 513 
;<;i.998. 133 
34,924,651 

$87, 509, 207 
79  343, 287 
90. 854,953 
105.016,902 
HI.  346,494 
128,  972.  749 
138, 478, 137 

1894-9.'. . 

1895^  9« . . 

ISttS  97 . 1 

1897  98 . 

1898-99 . 

Total 

144.113,029 

1  142,  .'■>18, 750 

j  286,631,779 

1  556. 697, 718 

184,824,011 

741,521,  r29 

• 

# 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Bull.  iHo.  o- 
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“The  greater  demaiul  for  cotton  goods  in  3Iexico  at  this  time,  due 
to  the  increase  of  public  welfare  and  poi)ulation,  i)r( (duces  scarcely  any 
eflect  in  the  increase  of  inij)orts  of  foreign  cottons,  because  the  new 
demand  has  been  supplied  by  the  native  factories,  of  which  there  are  a 
large  number  equipped  with  every  modern  imiu’ovement.  Mexico  has 
to-day  155  cotton  mills  in  operation  and  many  others  under  construction. 

“Foreign  beer  has  practically  disappeared  from  Mexican  markets,  its 
place  being  tilled  by  excellent  domestic  beer.  Tlie  importation  of  white 
paper  is  also  likely  to  disappear  within  a  short  time,  and  we  have  also 
many  smelting  plants  of  great  importance. 

“The  lowering  of  the  price  of  silver  has  produced  an  entirely  different 
effect  on  the  silver  production  in  Mexico  than  it  did  in  the  United’ 
States.  When  the  price  of  this  metal  reached  a  certain  point  in  this 
country  several  mines  had  to  be  closed,  while  in  Mexico  veins  were 
daily  opened,  the  cost  of  production  remaining  almost  the  same,  its 
extradition,  labor,  and  transportation  being  paid  as  formerly.  In  the 
price  of  some  imported  goods,  such  as  iron,  steel,  dynamite,  coal,  and 
engines,  we  must  pay  a  larger  amount  than  formerly,  but,  while  this 
reduces  the  miner’s  earnings  a  little,  it  constitutes  an  incentive  for  the 
increase  of  production,  because,  as  is  well  known,  a  small  profit  from 
an  increased  number  of  units  is  a  mighty  incentive  to  the  increase  of 
production. 

“Mexico,  which  in  years  past  occupied  the  second  place  as  a  silver 
producer,  ranking  next  to  the  United  States,  took  the  first  place  in  the 
year  1897-98,  and  if  she  is  again  in  the  second  place  it  is  only  by  a 
very  small  margin,  a  little  over  81,000,900. 

“The  exports  of  other  metals  and  agricultural  products  is  strongly 
protected  by  the  high  rate  of  exchange,  which  makes  mining  and  hus¬ 
bandry  productive  in  places  where  the  great  distance  from  the  ports 
would  otherwise  prevent  their  being  worked  with  i>rotit. 

“As  gold  jiroducers  we  keep  the  fourth  place,  the  fifth  as  lead  pro¬ 
ducers,  and  the  sixth  as  producers  of  copjier.  Within  four  years  we 
shall  double  our  exports  of  the  last  metal,  of  which  we  have  extensive 
mines. 

“Our  industrial  awakening  can  not  be  credited  solely  to  the  deprecia¬ 
tion  of  silver.  The  building  up  of  railroad  lines,  like  the  meshes  of  a 
vast  net,  now  cover  my  country,  and  the  introduction  of  foreign  capital, 
attracted  by  the  favors  of  a  Government  which  knows  how  to  inspire 
life  into  those  works  and  confidence  to  the  outside  world,  are  factors 
which  also  have  contributed  to  the  nourishing  conditions  we  enjoy 
to  day. 

“Of  course  the  profitable  exportation  of  some  products  raises  their 
prices  for  us,  but  those  of  a  general  use,  as  corn  and  beans,  have  suf¬ 
fered  no  alteration. 

“It  is  evident  that  there  is  a  tendency  in  Mexico  to  advance  the  cost 
of  living,  but  as  this  is  accompanied  by  an  increa.se  in  wages,  and  both 
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evolutions  work  slowly,  tliere  is  not  the  slightest  danger  of  economic 
troubles;  instead,  a  steady  march  toward  the  betterment  of  the  country 
will  take  i)lace. 

“Tlie  i>reviou8  table,  embracing  a  period  of  seven  years,  shows  that 
we  are  growing  very  rapidly  as  an  exiwrting  country,  and  very  slowly 
as  an  importing  one,  which  confirms  the  correctness  of  what  I  said 
about  the  elimination  of  articles  practiced  by  our  industry  in  competing 
with  the  foreign. 

“Our  foreign  commerce  is  at  present  divided  by  countries  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner: 

FISCAL  YEAR  1898-99. 


Countries. 


(Jerraiiiiy . 

S|>:iiii . 

Franco . 

Knaluiiil . 

Italy . 

lielgium . 

niiiteii  Statex. . . 

Cuba . 

Other  eoniitriea 

Total . 


“The  importation  of  American  merchandise  during  the  fiscal  year  of 
1898-99  has  been  as  follows: 

[GooiI.h  clasaitiod  according  to  Mexican  cnstom  bouae  tariff,  declared  valne  in  American  dollars.] 


Animal  industry . $1, 619, 706 

Agricnltnral  proilncts .  5,054, 116 

Metals  and  their  inunufactiires .  7, 335, 447 

Fabrics .  1, 131, 230 

Clieinical  protlncts,  drugs,  oils,  and  paints .  846, 653 

Wines,  liquors,  fermented  and  unfermented  drinks .  272, 246 

Paper  and  its  manufactures .  521, 689 

Machinery  and  apparatus .  4, 826, 291 

Carriages . . .  934, 590 

Arms  aii<l  exidosives .  961, 295 

Sundries .  661,424 


Total .  24,164,687 


“  The  exports  of  merchandise  from  the  United  States  to  Mexico,  which 
in  1888  were  about  (>,()( K),< KM),  were  in  the  last  fiscal  year  of  about 
J!‘24,()(K),0(M),  an  increase  of  140  per  cent. 

“Mexico  buys  Irom  the  Americans  more  than  Italy,  l{ussia,or  Spain, 
more  than  China  or  Japan,  and  more  than  every  other  country  in 
America,  with  the  exception  of  Canada.  As  a  consumer  of  American 
goods  Mexico  comes  next  only  to  six  other  countries. 

“After  the  United  States,  England,  Cermanj*,  and  France  hold  im¬ 
portant  places  in  our  commerce.  The  first  with  its  cotton  goods  and 


Importation 
(declared 
value  in  . 
American 
gold).  ! 

Ex]>nrtatioD 
(declare<l 
value  in 
Mexican 
dollara). 

$5, 677, 925 

$4. 020, 307 

2, 969. 9:i6 

1. 172. 948 

5,  929.  292  ' 

6,  252.  293 

9,592,797 

14, 100, 928 

380,889 

34.  9'>2 

707,408 

2.  577, 688 

24. 164.  687 

103, 553. 486 

24,  205 

5.257,884 

1,431,055 

1, 507, 651 

50, 869, 194 

138, 478, 137 
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its  iron;  the  second  with  its  hardware  and  iron  goods,  and  the  tliird 
with  its  clothes,  silks,  carpets,  and  manufactures  of  hosiery.  In  our 
country  there  is  a  great  number  of  (lernians  in  the  hardware  trade, 
Frenchmen  in  clothing,  and  Spaniards  in  groceries.  Americans  have 
hardly  begun  to  establish  retail  commercial  liouses,  and  they  i)refer  to 
establish  agencies,  buying  their  goods  from  the  United  States.  I  think 
that  the  branches  of  iron  work,  furniture,  hats,  agricultural,  stationery, 
vehicles,  saddlery,  sanitary  plumbing,  shoes,  and  some  other  articles 
would  give  excellent  results  for  retail  selling. 

“American  trade  in  Mexico  is  inferior  to  the  European  in  that  the 
American  merchants  want  to  do  business  exclusively  on  a  cash  basis, 
while  the  Europeans  are  willing  to  grant  five  or  more  months  for  pay¬ 
ment.  The  custom,  already  firmly  established  by  long  practice  among 
the  large  Mexican  merchants,  is  to  buy  at  long  terms  abroad  and  to 
sell  in  the  same  manner  to  the  trade.sman.  Banking  accomnuKlations, 
which  we  now  begin  to  enjoy,  perhaps  will  make  easy  the  adoption  of 
the  Ameri(;an  system;  but  such  a  change  is  by  no  means  certain,  as  a 
long  habit  of  many  years  is  opposed  to  it. 

“I  have  noted  recently  that  one  of  the  United  States  Consuls  in 
Bussia  has  recommended  the  adoption  by  that  Empire  of  the  same 
policy  which  I  advise  as  convenient  for  the  North  Americans. 

“To  the  present  American  system  is  undoubtedly  due  the  fa<‘t  that 
the  trade  in  American  goods  has  not  had,  in  Mexico,  the  rapid  develop¬ 
ment  which  might  have  been  expected  on  account  of  the  proximity  of  the 
countries. 

“The  report  of  the  American  Consul-Ueneral  for  the  year  1891)  says: 
‘As  the  terms  of  our  American  merchants  are  often  very  rigid,  it  is 
hard  to  reach  an  agreement,  and  much  trade  which  by  the  exercise  of 
a  little  tact  and  judgment  could  be  handled  by  American  merchants 
goes  elsewhere.’ 

“Mexican  merchants  are  noted  for  their  integrity.  The  quoted 
report,  about  commerce  and  industries  in  Mexico,  says:  ‘There  are 
very  few  concerns  here  doing  business  that  have  not  ample  capital  to 
carry  out  all  contracts  into  which  they  may  enter.  Failures  are  very 
rare,  indeed,  and  wdien  they  do  occur  are  carefully  investigated  by  the 
authorities  in  the  interest  of  creditors,  and  any  attempts  to  defraud  are 
severely  punished.  Book  entries  are  regarded  as  sacred.  All  books 
kept  by  business  houses  are  known  and  small  stam|>  taxes  paid  on 
them,  ami  thus  a  sort  of  surveillance  is  kept  over  them  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  authorities.’ 

“Transport  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States  is  very  easy.  A 
Philadelphia  busine.ss  man  of  trade  can  travel  to  Mexico  City  and  back 
again  in'  ten  days,  on  first-rate  lines,  at  a  cost  of  $1200.  Between 
Europe  and  Mexico,  l>esides  the  New  York  route,  people  can  travel 
direct,  via  the  steamer  lines,  from  France,  England,  and  Spain  to  Vera 
Cruz  and  Tampico. 
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“The  interior  communications  are  also  very  important  in  Mexico. 
We  have  completed  four  railways  that  bind  us  with  the  United  States, 
through  which  35,000  loaded  ears  come  yearly  into  Mexico;  four  lines 
unite  the  Atlantic  Coast  to  the  great  cities  of  the  central  plateau; 
several  lines  penetrate  to  the  southern  regions,  and  another  traverses 
the  Tehuantepec  Isthmus,  together  with  some  others  in  the  Yucatan 
]ieninsula. 

“  Excepting  the  want  of  a  direct  communication  from  the  center  of 
the  country  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  binding  of  that  with  the  Yucatan 
system,  and  some  other  lines  of  general  interest,  we  are  already  in  a 
condition  to  continue  vigorously  the  development  of  a  railroad  system 
subordinate  to  the  great  lines. 

“The  Government  during  the  last  years  is  putting  great  stress  on 
the  formation  of  good  ports  and  havens  on  both  oceans  and  the  suit¬ 
able  lighting  of  our  shores.  We  have  (58,250  kilometers  of  telegraph 
and  2,457  postal  stations,  both  perfectly  served.  We  have  also  estab¬ 
lished  the  system  of  domestic  jiostal  and  telegra])hic  money  order,  and 
this  institution  will  soon  be  extended  and  made  international  with  this 
country. 

“The  American  business  man  can  find  at  the  very  doors  of  his  coun¬ 
try  an  extensive  territory  for  the  employment  of  his  capital.  Enter- 
[irises  for  the  building  of  irrigation  works,  the  execution  of  municipal 
works  that  the  Mexican  cities  are  desirous  of  carrying  into  effect 
(chiefly  in  matters  of  water  supply  and  the  establishment  of  sewerage 
systems),  demand  capital.  For  the  establishment  of  small  industries, 
such  as  manufactories  of  soap  of  all  kinds,  oils,  furniture,  doors,  etc., 
there  are  also  opistrtunities  all  over  Mexico.  The  cities  of  Mexico  and 
Guadalajara  will  have  very  soon  electrical  iMiwer  for  sale.  For  estab¬ 
lishments  on  a  large  scale  it  will  be  easy  to  utilize  the  waterfalls,  chiefly 
in  the  regions  forming  the  descent  of  the  central  i>latean  to  the  Atlantic 
and  the  Pacific. 

“Coke  is  very  scarce  in  the  central  region  of  the  country,  and  this 
has  been  one  of  the  causes  that  have  prevented  the  rai)id  development 
of  industry.  But  now,  thanks  to  the  possibility  of  tran.smitting  power 
at  a  distance,  the  waterfalls  are  available  everywhere;  almost  every 
day  a  new  installation  is  inaugurated.  I  believe  that  the  industrial 
and  agricultural  future  of  Mexico  deimnds  on  the  utilization  of  its 
waterfalls. 

“With  extensive  zones  being, properly  irrigated  and  railroads  better 
developed  we  slionld  be  in  a  position  to  i)rovide  the  United  States 
w  ith  every  kind  of  tropical  fruits  that  they  may  need. 

“All  capital  invest e»l  in  the  first  of  these  concerns  would  be  extremely 
prcMlmdive,  1  do  not  fear  to  assert,  even  more  than  those  invested  for 
the  same  purimse  in  the  Western  States  of  this  country.  ♦  •  * 

“The  progress  of  mining  industry  is  clearly  pn>ve«l  by  the  great 
increase  in  the  mineral  production.  The  development  of  credit  insti- 
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tutioDs  during  the  last  years,  as  a  consequence  of  the  new  banking 
legislation,  more  liberal  than  formerly,  is  now  more  pronounced.  In 
1884  we  had  only  two  emission  banking  houses,  whereas  now  we  have 
eighteen,  with  a  paid-up  capital  of  842,008,785. 

“The  standing  rate  of  discount  still  continues  at  8  per  cent  and  upon 
mortgages  at  6  per  cent.  Everything  indicates  a  tendency  to  lowering 
those  standards,  owing  to  the  greater  conhdeuce  of  the  capitalists,  and 
to  the  increase  of  capital. 

“The  growing  prosperity  of  foreign  commerce  gives  the  measure  of 
the  progress  of  the  country,  but  what  contirms  even  more  the  optimistic 
opinions  about  the  future  of  Mexico  is  the  examinations  of  the  constant 
increase  in  the  public  revenue,  due  only  to  a  greater  return  from  the 
productive  sources  and  not  to  new  or  higher  taxes.  The  administration 
of  Mexican  tinances  in  the  hands  of  Mes.srs.  Komero  and  Limantoi  E 
has  been  noteworthy  for  its  unsimtted  integrity,  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  country’s  economic  situation,  and  by  its  well  understood  savings. 
***••«* 

“As  in  the  last  years  the  revenues  have  been  larger  than  the  ettective 
expenses,  we  have  had  surpluses  which  are  deposited  in  our  treasury. 
The  surplus  last  year  was  over  five  million  dollars. 

“A  bright  testimony  of  the  trust  the  world  bestows  upon  us  to-day 
has  been  the  conversion  of  our  5  per  cent  debt,  lately  realized  in  Europe 
and  this  country. 

“Mexico  throws  its  doors  wide  oi)en  to  the  men  of  enterprise,  and 
tenders  to  them  its  natural  richness  under  the  protection  of  an  unalter¬ 
able  peace,  and  of  a  liberal  legislation.  The  foreigner  who  brings  us 
his  capital,  talents,  and  labor  is  highly  welcome  to  our  country.” 

MINERAL  AND  AGRICULTURAL  WEALTH  OF  TAMAULIPAS 

The  mineral  and  agricultural  conditions  existing  in  the  State  of 
Tamaulipas  were  described  as  follows  before  the  International  Com¬ 
mercial  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  by  Dr.  Abraham  Diaz,  representing 
that  section  of  Mexico  at  the  Congress: 

“‘  La  Zona  del  Cobre,’  or  ‘The  Copjier  Zone,’  is  the  name  that  can 
be  given  to  that  section  of  the  San  Carlos  Mountains,  district  of  Sau 
Carlos,  where  metal  can  be  found  in  more  or  less  abundance  all  over 
the  territory.  At  San  Jose,  3  kilometres  from  San  Carlos,  a  com¬ 
pany  is  working,  with  all  the  desired  success,  mines  of  copjier  wluKse 
pro»lucts  are  of  such  riches  that  the  business  improves  daily,  so  that 
at  present  it  ranges  among  the  most  important  mining  enterprises  in 
Mexico. 

‘“La  Zona  del  Plomo,’  or  ‘Lead  Zone,’  is  situated  on  the  same  moun¬ 
tains  at  Heal  de  San  Nicolas,  the  same  district  of  San  Carlos.  Its 
fabulous  riches  in  this  mineral  are  traditional.  There  the  fact  is  .stated 
that  in  colonial  times  at  a  christening  the  whole  party  walkeil  from  the 
residence  of  the  parents  to  the  church  over  a  path  of  silver  bars,  and 
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the  luotive.s  which  encouraged  uje  to  undertake  in  difficult  times  the 
working  of  this  mine  were  the  following:  In  1  mark  (8  ounces)  of  silver 
from  a  Bu.scon  real,  which  was  converted  into  nitrate,  1  ounce  of  gold 
was  found.  The  vein  from  which  this  metal  was  taken  is  one  of  many 
which  traverse  the  mine  of  San  Nicolas,  proi>erty  of  the  mining  com¬ 
pany  of  Tamaulipas.  To-day,  as  the  government  of  that  federal  entity 
is  a  deserving  imitator  and  cooperator  of  that  of  Cleneral  Poefieio 
Diaz;  to-day,  as  under  the  most  liberal  and  capable  administration, 
the  doors  are  wide  open  to  all  enterprises,  men  of  capital,  of  business, 
and  of  labor  obtain  great  advantages  from  the  exploration  of  this 
mining  branch.  It  is  convenient  to  consider  the  ore,  which  usually 
produces  from  00  to  70  per  cent,  and  even  80  jier  cent,  of  lead  and  from 
60  to  80  ounces  of  silver  jier  ton.  The  ores  contain  also  sutficieut  iron 
to  make  them  desirable  for  smelting  purposes,  and  ores  are  also  found 
which  render  up  to  1,1M)0  ounces  of  silver  tier  ton. 

“  If  what  has  been  said  of  the  mining  interests  of  the  State  deserves 
the  attention  of  enterprisers,  no  less  important  is  what  could  be  said 
of  the  greatest  riches  in  the  world — agriculture.  On  this  subject  be  it 
sufficient  to  state  that  there  is  a  most  fertile  valley  of  more  than  4,500 
stpiare  miles  which  extends  toward  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  going  to  the 
Bio  Grande,  which  forms  the  boundary  line  with  this  country,  and 
where  the  harbor  of  Tampico  stands.'  It  is  adaptable  in  the  north  for 
the  cultivation  of  cotton,  corn,  sugar  cane,  oranges,  grapes,  jmtatoes, 
etc.,  and  in  the  central  and  southern  sections  for  rice,  coffee,  vanilla, 
pineapples,  bananas,  rubber  trees,  cocoanuts,  and  all  the  agriculturist 
wishes  to  cultivate  grows  there  to  a  profit.”  •  •  * 

RESOURCES  OF  THE  STATE  OF  JALISCO. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Guadalajara  was  representetl  at  the 
Philadelphia  International  Commercial  Congress  by  ^Ir.  Carlos 
Basave  del  Castillo  Neguete,  who,  in  a  iiaper  read  before  that 
body  on  October  28, 1899,  described  the  resources  of  the  State  of  Jalisco 
as  follows : 

“The  State  of  Jalisco  has  always  been  the  principal  grain-growing 
State  in  the  country;  then,  its  prmluction  is  the  largest.  It  increases 
annually,  but  it  has  happened  lately  that  it  could  not  supply  the  orders 
received.  It  produces,  also,  all  kinds  of  articles  for  eximrtation  and  in 
great  variety,  as  it  lies  in  the  zones  of  all  climates,  and  with  the  rail¬ 
road  commnnications  with  the  Pacific  coast  it  will  be  exiiloited  in  all 
Its  extension,  and  its  development  will  be  more  ])erceptible.  One  of  its 
greatest  advantages  is  the  abundance  of  water  and  the  regularity  of 
the  crops.  The  water,  which  serves  for  irrigation  and  which  forms 
waterfalls  through  all  our  uneven  grouml,  is  a  source  of  riches  as  a 
motive  power  for  largo  factories  which  will  be  erected  and  around 
which  will  form  important  centers  of  the  working  i>opiilation.  We  can 
count  upon  several  thousand  horsepower  which  can  be  obtained  at  a  low 
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cost,  and  I  am  in  possession  of  data  for  the  jmrpose  of  making  a  formal 
invitation  to  business  men  who  might  be  esi>6cially  interested.” 

NEW  MOTIVE  POWER  COMPANY. 

The  “  Two  Republics”  (Mexico)  states  that  on  August  25,  1899,  the 
organization  of  one  of  the  most  imimrtant  companies  ever  placed  on  a 
business  footing  in  the  Republic  was  completed.  This  company  is 
known  as  “  La  Compania  Mexicana  de  Fuerza  Motriz,”  the  capital 
stock  being  fully  paid  up,  in  conformity  with  Article  179  of  the  National 
Commercial  Code.  This  stock  (.S10,0(K),(KK)  Mexican)  was  subscribed 
in  London,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Mexico.  One  of  the  ino.st 
encouraging  features  of  the  new  organization  is  the  large  amount  of 
Mexican  capital  interested,  as  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  Mexican 
capital  is  extremely  cautious. 

Some  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  undertakings  of  the  company 
may  be  formed  from  the  fact  that  it  has  acquired  rights  for  using  the 
waterfalls  throughout  eight  of  the  richest  States  of  the  Republic. 
The  most  important  of  these  are  the  falls  of  the  Rio  Rlanco,  in  the 
State  of  Vera  Cruz,  which  are  <*rossed  by  the  Agricola  Railway  and  are 
acce8.sible  to  the  outside  world  from  many  ditlerent  points.  These  falls 
will  be  developed  first,  and  work  will  be  comnmnccd  at  once.  Over 
7,500  horsepower  have  already  been  contracted  for  by  manufacturers 
from  the  United  States  and  Canada,  who  will  establish  jfiants  near  the 
falls.  In  all,  the  company  has  at  its  disposal  something  like  150,000 
horsepower,  all  of  which  will  be  developed,  as  the  money  for  this  tre¬ 
mendous  undertaking  can  be  readily  secured. 

As  will  probably  be  under.stood,  the  object  of  the  new  company  is 
to  establish  foreign,  i)rincipallj’  United  State.s,  factories  throughout  the 
Republic  and  furnish  ])ower  at  a  minimum  cost  to  local  industries. 
The  c«tmpany  enjoys  liberal  concessions  from  the  (loverninent,  and,  in 
view  of  the  imjmrtance  of  the  undertaking,  is  favorably  regarded. 

COMMERCE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Mexican  Consulate-General  at  New  York  rejmrts  the  imports 
from  Mexico  during  the  month  of  Septmnber  last  as  follows:  1  lencqnen, 
7,127  bales;  coffee, 4,975  bags;  hides,  1,048  bundles;  hides,  loos«*,  0,802; 
ixtle  fiber,  1,;{8.'1  packages;  goatskins,  527  bundles;  dcer.skins,  87  bun¬ 
dles;  rubber,  70  bales;  tobacco,  leaf,  4:?0  bales;  cigars,  1.52  boxes; 
broom  root,  1,.502  bales;  clih-le  gum,  1,224  bales;  lead,  .‘i.5,870  bars; 
metals,  415 boxes;  ore,  22,207  packages;  sarsajiarilla,  12(» bales;  vanilla, 
224  boxes;  alligator  skins,  151;  heron  |)lnmcs,  2  boxes;  bones,  440 
packages;  honey,  100  barrels;  cedar,  0,805  logs;  mahogany,  992  logs; 
jalap,  5  sacks;  copper,  1,.‘>01  bar.s. 

During  the  same  month  .5.5  steamships,  carrying  14.5, .■>95  packages, 
were  cleared,  and  24  steamship.s,  bringing  92,282  packages,  were  entered 
at  the  Consulate  (leueral. 
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The  Mexican  Con.sul  at  San  Francisco  rejwrts  the  imjwrts  from 
Mexico  during  tlie  month  of  September  last  through  that  port  to  be  as 
follows:  Silver  ore,  $21,873;  coineil  gold,  $1,120;  gold  bullion,  $27,322; 
silver  bullion,  $204,432;  Mexican  pesos,  $31,915,  making  a  total  of 
$280,802.  The  amount  of  the  other  imports  was  $16,589.  The  exports 
were:  American  goods,  $108,111;  foreign  goods,  $0,082 ;  Mexican  pesos 
(dollars),  109, .388. 

The  Mexican  Consulate  at  New  Orleans  reimrts  that  during  the  mouth 
of  September  three  steamers  and  three  schooners  were  dispatche<l  by  it 
for  Mexican  ports,  with  a  tonnage  of  3,073  tons,  and  carrying  70,188 
packages,  valued  at  $49,214. 

From  the  Mexican  Consul  at  Nogales,  Arizona,  it  is  learnenl  that  the 
ex]>orts  to  the  State  of  Sonora  thr(»ugh  his  Consulate  during  the  month 
of  September  last  amounted  in  value  to  $123,051,  upon  which  duties 
were  i»aid  to  the  amount  of  $86,5f»2.47.  The  imports  into  the  United 
States  of  Mexican  pro<lucts  through  the  same  Consulate  amounted  to 
$224,582. 

The  Consul  of  Mexico  at  San  Diego,  California,  rei>orts  that  during 
the  month  of  September,  1899,  there  were  exported  through  his  Con¬ 
sulate  to  Mexico  5,098  package.s,  value<l  at  $10,803.25.  The  imports 
into  the  District  of  San  Diego  from  Mexico,  as  reimrted  by  the  Collector 
of  the  port,  amounted  in  value  to  $3,970. 

As  reimrted  by  the  Vice-Consul  of  Mexico  at  Pascagoula,  Mississippi, 
the  eximrts  to  Mexico  during  the  month  of  October  last  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  To  Progreso,  489,299  superficial  feet  of  pitch-pine  lumber,  vakued 
at  $4,892.99;  to  Vera  Cruz,  210,043  same,  $1,913.44;  to  Frontera,  102,120 
same,  $1,021..52;  to  Campeche,  100,312  same,  $1,(M»3.12,  making  a  total 
of  907,874  superficial  feet,  value<l  at  $8,891.07. 

MISCELLANEOUS  NOTES. 

The  new  museum  of  Mexican  proilucts,  recently  established  in  the 
City  of  Mexico,  occupies  the  former  temple  of  the  Hethlehemites,  on 
San  Andres  street,al.so  formerly  known  as  the  “  Ex-Biblioteca  del  5  de 
Mayo.”  The  shelving  and  fixtures  used  in  the  building  were  those 
utilized  in  the  Mexican  pavilion  at  the  Universal  ExiMisition  of  Paris 
in  1889.  They  are  of  varnished  cedar,  with  moldings  in  the  ancient 
Mexican  .style.  In  the  center  of  the  former  temple  will  be  placed  great 
show  cast's  which  were  used  to  display  the  Mexican  objects  at  the 
World’s  Fair  in  Chicago  in  189.3.  The  purimse  of  the  museum  is  to 
k(H‘p  constantly  on  exhibition  articles  of  Mexican  manufacture  and  such 
as  have  been  manufactured  abroad  of  domestic  raw  material.  The  idea 
is,  in  essence,  educative — that  is,  the  raw  material  of  which  the  articles 
are  made  will  be  'exhibited,  and  the  various  transformations  these 
may  snifer  while  in  the  )>rocess  of  conversion  into  a  finishe<l  article.  In 
this  way  the  exhibition  will  have  both  an  agricultural  and  industrial 
feature  which  may  be  augmented  into  a  commercial,  should  those 
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interested  therein  or  the  government  deem  it  expedient.  “  La  Semana 
Mercantil,”  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  states  that  some  distinguished  people 
have  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  creation  of  the  new  museum,  and 
especially  mentions  the  Ministers  of  Japan  and  Belgium. 

A  mutual  exchange  of  money -order  business  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  will  go  into  eftect  on  January  1  next,  when  money 
orders  may  be  drawn  in  Mexico  on  all  im|>ortaut  points  in  the  United 
States,  and  vice  versa.  This  matter  has  been  under  consideration  by 
the  imstal  departments  of  the  two  Governments  interested  for  several 
years,  the  point  in  controversy  being  the  rate  of  conversion  into  the 
Mexican  money  of  orders  issued  in  the  United  States,  which  point  was 
recently  adjusted.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  very  large  sum  of  money 
will  be  transmitted  between  the  respective  countries. 

Work  on  the  railroad  from  San  Marcos  to  Teeolutla  is  being  pressed 
with  great  vigor.  This  line,  which  will  be  one  of  the  principal  of  the 
country  and  the  only  one  constructed  entirely  with  Mexican  capital, 
joins  the  Mexican  and  Interoceanic  railways  at  the  San  Marcos  station. 
State  of  Puebla,  communicating  thereby  with  the  City  of  Mexico  and 
Vera  Cruz,  from  which  latter  port  it  continues  to  Teeolutla,  an  impor¬ 
tant  point  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  lying  between  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico. 
The  region  traversed  by  the  new  line  may  be  said  to  be  still  virgin  and 
rich  in  tropical  products.  The  total  extent  of  the  line  is  2.50  kilometers. 

Since  the  appearance  of  the  September  number  of  the  Monthly 
Bulletin,  in  which  the  subject  was  mentioned,  the  city  of  Tampico 
has  advertised  for  bids  for  the  construction  of  an  aqueduct  that  shall 
supply  8,000  liters  of  water  per  minute  for  public  and  domestic  uses, 
and  also  for  a  complete  system  of  sewerage  for  the  purifying  and  cleans¬ 
ing  of  the  city,  in  which  latter  shall  be  included  the  work  of  paving 
the  streets.  The  water  is  to  be  taken  from  the  Kiver  Tamesi,  about 
20  kilometers  from  the  city,  and  will  require  about  10,000  meters  of 
distributing  pipe. 

Me.ssrs.  Lions  Bros.  &  Adrien  Reynaud  have  recently  estab¬ 
lished  near  Atlixco,  in  the  State  of  Puebla,  an  immense  cotton  factory. 
This  factory  is  situated  about  3  miles  from  the  little  town  of  Atlixco, 
with  which  it  is  connected  by  a  line  of  tramways  which  was  opened  on 
the  same  day  that  the  plant  was  inaugurated.  The  buildings  are  ail 
new,  large,  and  finely  ventilated,  are  liglited  by  electricity,  and  e<iuipi>ed 
with  the  latest  models  of  machinery,  principally  French.  About  .5(X) 
persons  will  be  employed  there  throughout  the  year. 

Sefior  F.  Armendaiz,  a  capitalist  of  Monterey,  is  about  to  construct 
a  railroad  to  unite  Matamoros,  Monterey,  and  Laredo.  It  is  stated  that 
the  plan  is  a  very  important  one,  which  will  result  in  opening  to  com¬ 
merce  several  ports  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  One  of  the  most  important 
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features  coiinecte<l  with  the  railroad  project  is  the  construction  »»f  a 
sea  wall  3  miles  in  length.  Sefior  Armendaiz  is  ready  to  contract  for 
all  the  machiuery  and  materials  the  undertaking  needs. 

As  indicative  of  the  prosi)erity  reigning  in  Mexico,  “  El  Traflco,”  a 
daily  newspaper  of  Guaymas,  Sonora,  in  its  i.ssue  of  November  3  last 
says  that  is  has  received  numerous  offers  of  new  advertisements  from 
reliable  houses  in  the  United  States,  and  adds,  “but  as  we  have  a 
plethora  of  advertisements  we  have  not  wished  to  make  contracts  for 
their  immediate  publication,”  preferring  to  await  the  new  year,  when 
imi>ortant  improvements  will  be  mmle  in  the  journal. 

The  City  Council  of  Leon,  Guanajuato,  has  resolved  to  celebrate  the 
three  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  anniversary  of  the  city’s  foundation 
with  an  exposition,  having  for  its  principal  object  the  exhibition  of  the 
products  of  the  manufacturing  industries  of  its  inhabitants;  but  it  will 
not  be  contineil  to  these  alone,  as  similar  pro<lucts  from  other  imrtions 
of  the  Republic  will  also  be  admitted.  Articles  for  exhibition  will  be 
received  up  to  January  17,  IIMK). 

The  steamer  Srneca,  of  the  Ward  Line,  recently  left  Vera  Cruz  for 
Havana  and  other  Cuban  ports,  carrying  a  very  important  cargo,  com- 
lK)sed  principally  of  coffee,  from  Oaxaca  and  Coatepec;  tobacco  from 
the  State  of  Tlascala,  and  a  large  quantity  of  eggs.  Shipments  of 
cattle  from  the  Republic  to  Cuba  continue  on  a  vast  scale,  transimrt 
being  effected  by  immense  boats  specially  equipped  for  the  purimse. 

A  number  of  United  States  citizens  residing  in  Pa.sadena,  California, 
have  formed  a  company  with  a  capital  of  $10<),(M)0,  divided  into  shares 
of  $1(H)  each,  to  build  a  railroad  from  the  IjOS  Pintos  mine,  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Altar,  Sonora,  to  a  point  on  the  Bay  of  San  Jorte.  The  articles 
of  incorporation  were  tiled  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  the 
Territory  of  Arizona.  The  railroad  will  be  13  miles  in  length. 

On  October  31,  1809,  the  United  States  Patent  Office  issued  letters 
patent  to  the  following  citizens  of  Mexico:  Antoine  Ciiaumeil,  of 
Caborca,  for  an  apparatus  for  concentrating  dry  placer  material; 
George  Diaz,  of  Mexico  City,  for  a  grinding  machine;  Manuel  A. 
Torre,  of  Merida,  for  a  machine  for  cleaning  vegetable  libers; 
Robert  U.  Jeffrey,  of  Pinos  Altos,  for  an  ore  feeder. 

The  amount  of  pulque  consumed  in  the  capital  of  Jlexico  may  be 
estimated  from  the  fact  that  on  November  1,  1899,  the  receipts  of  this 
article  were  as  follows:  By  the  Hidalgo  Railroad,  820  half  barrels;  by 
the  Mexican,  .')89  half  barrels,  and  by  the  Interoceanic,  275  half  barrels, 
making  a  total  of  883  barrels,  containing  441,500  liters,  or  100,220 
gallons  in  one  day. 

Several  foreign  ciqiitalists,  the  majority  being  British  subjects,  have 
recently  visited  the  southern  part  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  where  very 
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fertile  lands  abound,  for  the  purpose  of  pnrchasingr  {jround  and  laying 
out  sugar-cane  plantations.  In  some  instances  machinery  has  been 
ordered  from  abroad  for  the  new  itlantations. 

The  first  section  of  the  railroad  from  Chihuahua  to  the  Pacific,  run¬ 
ning  from  the  former  city  to  San  Andres,  has  been  opened  to  public 
service.  It  is  expected  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  road  will  be 
running  as  far  as  Ciudad  de  (luerrero,  a  distance  of  200  kilometers. 

Several  of  the  inore  important  mines  of  the  District  of  Parral,  State 
of  Chihuahua,  are  to  be  provided  with  electric  light  and  power.  The 
machinery  necessary  to  carry  out  these  improvements  has  been  ordered 
from  the  United  States. 

The  oi)ening  of  the  Mexican  ^ledical  Congress,  the  sessions  of  which 
are  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Chihuahua,  is  i)ostponed  to  the  second 
fortnight  of  October,  lUOO. 

The  Kansas  City  Commercial  Club  jwoposes  to  hold  a  big  industrial 
eximsition  next  fall,  inviting  delegates  from  every  large  Mexican  city 
to  be  present. 

Quite  a  number  of  sugar  plantations  in  the  tropical  States  of  Mexico 
are  installing  plants  of  machinery  with  electric  motive  iM>wer. 


NICARAGUA. 

RESOURCES  AND  PROGRESS  OF  THE  COUNTRY— THE  FUTURE 
ROUTE  OF  THE  INTEROCEANIC  CANAL. 

The  address  made  by  Senor  Don  Luis  F.  Corea,  Envoy  Extraor¬ 
dinary  and  Minister  Pleni])otentiary  of  Nicaragua  in  the  United  States, 
before  the  International  Commercial  Congress  of  Philadelphia  during 
the  Pan-American  session,  which  was  held  on  October  28,  was  confined 
principally  to  the  resources  and  progress  of  his  country,  which  is 
destined  to  become  the  center  of  universal  trade  when  the  interoceanic 
canal  shall  be  opened  to  its  territory. 

The  IMinister  said,  in  part: 

‘•The  building  of  the  maritime  canal  will  create  a  commercial  revolu¬ 
tion,  and  Central  America  will  become  a  great,  prosperous  center  of 
trade.  Through  her  channel  will  come  the  ships  of  Europe  and  of  the 
United  States  en  route  to  the  western  coastof  North  and  South  America 
and  the  Orient;  and  the  ships  of  western  North  and  South  America 
laden  with  freight  for  the  United  States  and  Europe.  Immigration 
will  be  fostered;  fertile  fields  and  rich  mines  will  be  developed;  new 
manufactories  will  spring  up;  public  improvement  will  lind  inspiration 
with  the  growth  of  trade,  and  like  magic  Central  America  will  assume 
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a  coniraercial  importance  rivaling  that  of  the  other  countries  of  the 
Old  and  New  Worlds. 

«•**•«• 

“Nicaragua  likewise  is  showing  great  progress  in  her  system  of 
trail s]>ortation  and  telegraphic  and  telephonic  communications.  The 
interior  has  a  good  outlet  to  either  seaboard,  and  the  cott'ee  planter  or 
stock  raiser  has  little  ditticulty  in  sending  his  products  to  all  of  the 
IMU'ts  of  the  Atlantic;  and  Pacific.  Kates  of  transportation  and  freights 
are  very  cheap.  One  can  travel  from  Greytown  to  Corinto  (that  is, 
from  ocean  to  ocean)  quickly  by  steam,  and  for  less  than  $15  gold,  and 
through  the  principal  cities  of  the  interior  for  a  small  amount.  Electric 
wires  form  a  network  over  the  entire  State,  and  telegraph  rates  are 
about  one-half,  gold,  of  what  they  are  in  the  United  States,  while  the 
operation  of  the  long-distance  telephone  is  general  and  entirely  satis¬ 
factory.  The  rivers  and  lakes  are  all  navigable  and  the  steamboat 
service  is  efficient.  Nicaragua  belongs  to  the  great  International 
Postal  Union  and  facilities  for  transmitting  mail  are  exceedingly  good, 
and  free  delivery  is  reaching  out  to  the  rural  districts. 

*»**«*« 

“  Nicaragua  is  ricJi  in  mineral  as  well  as  agricultural  resources.  The 
gold  mines  are  numerous  and  the  precious  metal  is  mined  with  large 
profits.  Copper  and  opal  are  also  qileutiful,  though  Honduras,  the 
neighborhood  on  the  north,  is  especially  noted  for  her  fine  opals.  The 
agricultural  products  include  coffee,  corn,  beans,  wheat,  rice,  sugar, 
cotton,  tobacco,  and  garden  vegetables,  while  tropical  fruits  are  every¬ 
where  abundant.  The  (piality  of  tobacco  is  fine  and  in  some  zones 
rivals  that  of  Havana.  The  forests  are  dense  with  fine  hard  wood, 
which  is  quite  an  item  of  export,  and  they  supply  the  United  States 
with  a  very  great  per  cent  of  her  mahogany. 

“The  fertile  plains  are  also  suitable  for  stock  raising  and  cattle  are 
marketed  extensively  in  Central  America,  and  at  this  time  are  being 
shipjied  by  thousands  to  Cuba. 

“Agri(;ultural  development  calls  for  modern  machinery  and  the  new¬ 
est  inventions.  The  people  are  appreciative  of  their  necessities  and 
are  ready  purchasers  of  that  which  they  have  not  the  facilities  to  pro¬ 
duce,  and  in  this  connection  it  should  be  said  there  is  in  the  country  a 
sugar  manufactory  which  has  not  a  superior  on  the  Isthmus.  Manu¬ 
factories  are  not  so  numerous  as  is  desired,  but  there  is  a  standing 
invitation  to  foreign  capital  to  come  and  supply  the  lack. 

“According  to  statistical  reports,  Nicaragua  takes  imports  from 
England  to  the  amount  of  $1,500,(K)0,  from  Germany  $1,000,000,  while 
from  the  United  States  but  $500,0(H)  annually.  At  the  same  time  her 
exports  to  the  United  States  are  valued  at  $1,000,000,  to  England  i>er- 
haps  $750, (KX),  and  to  Germany  nearly  $2,250,000. 

#  •  «  «  •  #  • 

The  maximum  temperature  in  Nicaragua  is  iu  September,  and  is 
about  89.5  degrees;  the  minimum  iu  January  and  November  being  70 
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or  71.  The  average  for  the  year  is  from  75  to  79  degrees.  These  figures 
are  from  meteorological  reports  of  observatious  at  San  Juan  del  Sur. 
In  more  elevated  regions  on  the  Pacific  the  thermometer  may  fall  as 
low  as  G5  degrees,  and  it  never  goes  higher  than  90  degrees.  Even  on 
the  hottest  days  in  all  of  the  elevated  regions  no  sense  of  oppression 
or  exhaustion  is  felt.  Uail,  snow,  and  frost  are  unknown,  while  hurri¬ 
canes  and  tornadoes  are  perfect  strangers.  *  *  • 

“  The  salubrity  of  the  climate  is  unrivaled.  By  simply  giving  ordi¬ 
nary  attention  to  hygienic  laws  a  person  may  enjoy  as  perfect  health  as 
in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  A  naval  officer  who  once  commanded 
a  ship  of  war,  stationed  for  five  months  on  the  coast  of  Nicaragua, 
reported  that  in  all  of  his  large  crew  he  lost  not  a  single  man  and  had 
no  more  than  four  men  sick  at  any  one  time. 

“Admiral  Walker,  the  president  of  the  Isthmian  Canal  Commission, 
reports  that  of  a  for^*e  of  some  500  men  engaged  for  many  mouths  in 
surveying  the  swamps  to  select  a  site  for  the  canal,  not  one  died,  and 
there  was  not  as  much  sickness  from  malarial  or  other  fevers  as  might 
have  been  experienced  in  the  lowlands  of  Virginia.  Nicaragua  never 
is  troubled  with  yellow  fever;  and  other  fevers  of  a  low  order,  i)eculiar 
to  the  country,  yield  readily  to  treatment.” 

NEW  WARSHIP. 

The  “Nouveau  Monde”  of  October  7, 1899,  announces  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  Republic  of  Nicaragua  has  purchased  a  new  ship  of  war, 
which  has  been  baptized  Osorno, 

The  same  authority  says  also  that  recently  President  Zelaya  had 
an  interview  with  the  President  of  Uonduras,  Mr.  Sierra,  and  that 
there  is  reason  to  consider  it  as  a  further  i)roof  of  the  friendly  relations 
which  already  unite  the  two  contiguous  States. 


PARAGUAY. 

AORICDLTURE  AND  COMMERCE. 

Mr.  Carlos  R.  Santos,  representing  the  Republic  of  Parjiguay  at 
the  International  Commercial  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  simke  with 
enthusiasm  before  that  body  of  the  great  natural  advantages  enjoyed 
by  his  native  land  in  the  matter  of  agricultural  products,  fertility  of 
the  soil,  salubrity  of  the  climate,  and  admirable  topographical  position, 
saying,  in  part: 

“Paraguay  has,  in  reality,  very  little  cause  for  envying  countries 
better  endowed  with  the  gifts  of  nature.  The  admirable  fertility  of  its 
soil  makes  it  possible  to  raise  all  the  jiroducts  of  temperate  and  tropical 
zones,  and  the  country  has  a  rich  variety  of  natural  vegetable  products, 
such  as  medicinal  and  textile  plants,  dyestuffs,  oleaginous,  and  tanning 
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materials.  Among  the  minerals  found  are  copper,  iron,  manganese, 
sulphate  of  lime,  rock  crystal,  lime,  marble,  feldspar,  etc. 

“The  immense  forests  of  the  country  contain  precious  woods,  rang¬ 
ing  from  the  lightest  and  most  delicate  to  the  heaviest  kinds,  which 
wear  like  iron  and  are  utilized  for  innumerable  purj>oses.  On  its  exten¬ 
sive,  cheap,  and  rich  plains  cattle  raising  will  yield  a  profit  of  25  to  30 
per  cent  annually. 

«  •  •  •  *. 

“  Our  principal  products  and  articles  suitable  for  commerce  are  corn — 
two  crops  i)er  annum  yield  5,000  imunds  per  10,(KK)  square  yards. 
Mandioca  {Manihot  ittiliasima),  a  plant  belonging  to  the  family  of 
Euphorbi<ice(e,  produces  tubers  from  which  starch,  pure  and  of  excel¬ 
lent  quality,  is  extracted. 

“  Tobacco  produces  leaves  which  when  properly  cured  are  equal  to 
the  best  produced  in  other  countries.  Paraguayan  tc»bacco  obtained 
prizes  at  various  Euro])ean  expositions,  among  others  the  eximsition  of 
1855  in  Paris,  of  1889  in  Antwerp,  and  in  Barcelona,  at  which  it  received 
a  gold  medal. 

“  The  Banco  Agricola  del  Paraguay,  founded  to  aid  the  agricultural 
industry,  has  recently  erected  several  driers  where  the  tobacco  is  cured 
after  the  Cuban  system,  and  part  of  the  first  crop  has  been  exi>orted, 
principally  to  Germany. 

“Yerba  mat<*,  Paraguayan  tea  {ilex  paraguensis),  made  from  the 
leaves  of  a  shrub  which  are  pulverizeil  or  simply  cured  as  other  tea, 
aflbrds  a  drink  known  by  the  name  of  ‘  Yerba  mate’  all  through  South 
America,  where  the  people  drinking  it  number  over  20,000,000. 

“  Until  a  few  years  ago  it  was  totally  unknown  in  Europe,  but  to-day 
it  is  i>rescribed  by  physicians  in  Germany  in  certain  cases  of  illness ;  it 
is  not,  however,  as  a  remedy  that  it  has  acquired  its  importance,  but 
as  a  beverage  to  replace  coffee,  tea,  and  liquors.  The  low  price  and 
not  only  hygienic  but  also  nutritious  and  invigorating  properties  recom¬ 
mend  it  especially  to  laborers.  It  has  always  been  recommended  for 
these  properties  by  scientific  journals  and  notabilities,  and  that  its 
general  use  in  Europe  and  the  United  States  depend  solely  on  its 
becoming  more  widely  known  is  a  fact  beyond  doubt. 

“  The  forests  in  which  yerba  mate  grows  wild  are  called  ‘  yerbales,’ 
and  comprise  immense  areas  in  the  northern  and  eastern  parts  of  the 
Republic,  where  on  an  average  9,000,000  kilograms  per  annum  are  jjro- 
duced;  of  these  one-half  is  exported  and'  the  other  half  consumed  in 
the  Republic. 

“  The  production  can,  however,  easily  be  tripled  when  the  projected 
railway  shall  be  built  in  order  to  furnish  suitable  and  necessary  trans- 
portiition  facilities  to  those  ps\rts  of  the  country. 

The  soil  and  climate  of  Paraguay  are  splendidly  adapted  to  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  coffee,  as  well  as  to  the  establishment  of  vineyards,  which 
yield  30  hectoliters  of  wine  per  hectare. 
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“  Snpfar  cane  yields  30  tons  per  hectare. 

“  White  and  yellowish  cotton  yields  on  an  avenifje  7  pounds  per  plant. 

“  Rice  is  grown  in  excellent  phwu-s  for  its  cultivation,  and  is  also 
found  in  some  parts  growing  wild  on  the  banks  of  creeks  and  rivers, 
and  usually  on  the  sides  of  gulches.  Rice  cau  be  mmle  to  yield  6o,U00 
poiuuls  i)er  cuadra,  a  ctiadra  being  ecpial  to  10,0tM)  square  yards. 

“  Ramie  grows  with  extraordinary  vigor,  and  if  the  difficulty  of 
cleaning  it  could  be  overcome  by  having  suitiible  machinery  it  would 
be<M)nie  an  important  article  of  export. 

“Alfalfa  yields  six  <;rops  per  annum. 

“  Oleaginous  products,  such  as  castor  i)eaus,  peanuts,  and  cocoanuts, 
arc  beginning  to  be  exjM)rted  to  Europe. 

“All  kinds  of  vegetables  mature  two  months  earlier  than  in  the 
neighboring  countries,  to  which  they  are  exported.  Fruits,  such  as 
bananas,  melons,  jieaches,  pineapples,  tomatoes,  lemons,  and  oranges, 
are  also  shipped  to  the  Argentine  Republic  and  U ruguay  in  considerable 
quantities. 

“Of  oranges  alone  the  exports  for  the  i)reseiit  year  have  amounted 
to  $100,000  in  round  figures. 

“  We  are  exj^rtiiig  at  present — 

“  To  the  Argentine  Rei)ublic  and  Uruguay,  hard  wood  in  logs,  planks, 
and  sleei>ers,  salted  and  raw  hides,  yerba  matt'*,  tobacco,  tobacco  extract, 
essence  of  orange  leaves,  sweets,  licpiors,  fruits,  garden  produce,  and 
ornamental  plants. 

“To  the  Brazilian  State  of  Matto  (Irosso,  with  which  communication 
is  had  by  the  Paraguay  River:  Beer,  co<‘oa  and  peanut  oil,  starch, 
candles,  soap,  matches,  sweets,  biscuits,  vermicelli,  sirups,  and  shoes. 

“The  exjKirts  to  Europe,  especially  to  Germany  and  England,  are 
tobacco  and  hides,  which  are  much  in  demand  owing  to  their  good 
qualities,  hardwoods,  quebracho  extract  for  tanning,  cocoanuts,  orange 
essence,  hair  and  other  animal  products. 

“As  one  salting  establishment  has  been  built  recently  and  others  pro¬ 
jected,  the  Paraguayan  salteries  will  soon  be  able  to  occupy  a  promi¬ 
nent  place  and  comi)ete  advantage()usly  with  the  Argentine  salteries 
in  the  exportation  of  diied  meats  to  the  markets  of  Cuba  and  Brazil 
owing  to  low  freight  rates  and  the  cheapness  of  the  cattle,  which  are 
rea<ly  to  slaughter  two  months  earlier  in  our  country  on  account  of  the 
advance<l  season. 

“Our  imports  consist  of  the  following  manufactured  articles,  receivnl 
mainly  from  Germany  and  England:  Silk,  woolen,  linen,  and  cotton 
goods,  burlap,  china,  earthenware,  general  hardware,  canned  goods, 
wine,  oil,  spirituous  liciuors,  beer,  agricultural  machinery  and  imple¬ 
ments. 

“The  banks  which  fa<‘ilitate  business  transactions  are  Banco  Mer- 
cantil  del  Paraguay,  Banco  de  los  Rios  y  Compania.^ 
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NATIVE  TEXTILE  PLANTS. 

Writing  from  Asuncion  to  the  Department  of  State  at  Washington, 
under  date  of  August  16, 1899,  Mr.  John  N.  Ruffin,  United  States 
Consul,  describes  three  species  of  textile  plants  grown  in  Paraguay, 
namely,  cotton,  sauce  rerde,  and  caraguatd,  the  last  two  being  tibrous 
plants  whose  use  and  designation  is  purely  local. 

Cotton  grows  throughout  the  entire  year,  though  after  the  first  crop 
is  gathered  the  plant  is  cut  oft'  at  the  base  so  that  new'  shoots  may 
spring  from  the  roots  and  in  turn  come  into  bearing.  After  the  second 
year  the  fiber  becomes  coarser,  so  that  in  order  to  retain  a  fine  grade  it 
is  necessary  to  plow'  up  the  ground  and  start  a  new'  crop  from  the  seed. 
The  Government  is  giving  every  encouragement  to  this  industry,  and 
according  to  the  agricultural  authorities  of  the  Republic  there  are  three 
kinds  of  cotton  produced,  generically  known  as  Oossypium  lierbaceum, 
G.  rita/oliu7n,  and  G.  arboreum,  also  a  red  cotton  {Guarani  mandypyta), 
from  which  coarse  goods,  such  as  brown  ponchos,  etc.,  are  manu¬ 
factured. 

“Sauceverde”  is  grown  to  a  considerable  extent  in  damp  soils,  and 
when  gathered  is  nearly  black,  but,  after  passing  through  certain 
processes,  the  fiber  becomes  white  and  glossy  and  is  very  strong.  Mr. 
Ruffin  is  of  the  opinion  that  this.plant  might  be  employed  in  the 
manufacture  of  imitation  silk  goods.  From  the  description  furnished 
it  would  appear  that  the  plant  is  a  siiecies  of  ramie,  known  by  the 
local  name  quoted. 

“Caraguatii”i8  another  fibrous  plant,  having  a  more  prolific  growth 
than  the  sauceverde,  and  belonging  to  the  family  of  Bromilicea-,  a  kin¬ 
dred  species  to  the  pineapple.  It  grows  better  in  a  wild  than  in  a 
cultivated  state,  and  as  its  leaves  have  many  thorns  it  is  very  difticult 
to  gather.  Without  si)ecial  machinery  it  is  almost  imimssible  to  free  the 
fiber  from  impurities,  but  it  well  repays  the  trouble  taken,  Iming  used 
by  the  natives  for  rope  making,  and  for  this  purimse  is  considered 
superior  to  jute.  During  the  war  between  Brazil  and  Paraguay  its 
effectiveness  for  the  manufacture  of  pai)er  w'as  discovered,  and  its 
fruib  with  the  addition  of  sugar,  produces  a  brandy  having  a  very 
agreeable  flavor.  In  order  that  the  plant  may  reprotluce  itself,  it  is  cut 
oft' just  above  the  roots,  thus  promoting  the  growth  of  new  stalks. 

OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  CAPITALISTS. 

The  United  States  Consul  at  Asuncion  has  recently  sent  to  the 
Department  of  State  at  Washington  a  re]K)rt  on  the  {mssibilities  of  out¬ 
side  investments  in  Paraguay.  A  new  city  hall  and  a  new'  market  are 
about  to  be  erected,  which  will  give  openings  for  dealers  in  construc¬ 
tion  materials.  He  also  states  that  a  large  jiawnshop  is  needed  in 
Asuncion,  and  that  an  American  bank  which  should  build  hou.ses, 
ex]K)rt  hides  and  skins,  and  handle  the  native  oranges  could  do  a  good 
Bull.  No.  5 - 5 
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business.  The  Parafruayan  orange  is  greatly  in  demand  in  countries 
to  the  south  of  Paraguay,  and  could,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Consul,  be 
made  iwpular  in  the  North.  They  should,  however,  be  packed  a’s  care¬ 
fully  as  the  Florida  product.  Considering  the  large  demand  for  cotton 
goods  in  the  Peimblic,  the  establishment  of  a  cotton  factory  would 
also  prove  remunerative. 

A  FIELD  FOR  EMIGRATION. 

“Freir’s  Colonial  and  Foreign  Register,”  of  London,  for  Oetol)er 
last,  contains  an  article  on  “  Paraguay  as  a  field  for  emigration,”  by  a 
correspondent  of  the  “  Field,”  signing  himself  “  J.  1).  L.”  The  w’riter 
states  that  there  are  few  countries  which  otter  so  many  advantages  of 
a  certain  kind  to  the  emigrant  of  small  capital,  some  of  which  advan¬ 
tages  are  set  forth  as  follows: 

‘‘The  Paraguayan  Government  has  established  certain  settlements 
or  colonies  in  which  laud  is  granted  to  settlers  on  extremely  favorable 
ternjs.  For  the  sake  of  illustration  I  will  take  the  Colonia  Nacional, 
formerly  known  as  the  Gonzalez  Colony,  with  w’hich  1  am  personally 
acquainted,  having  lived  on  it  for  two  years.  This  settlement  is  of 
considerable  extent,  is  composed  of  very  fertile  land,  and  is  situated 
on  a  line  of  railway,  there  being  a  station  within  the  limits  of  the  <-ol- 
ony.  The  land  is  partly  virgin  forest,  full  of  valuable  timber,  and 
partly  open  pasture  or  camp  land,  alternating  in  such  a  way  as  to  be 
esi)ecially  convenient  to  the  colonist,  who  is  thus  able  to  secure  forest 
land  (the  best  for  cultivation)  at  the  same  time  that  he  has  a  free  run 
of  i>astnre  land  for  his  cattle. 

“The  Government  gives  a  free  passage  from  Asuncion  (in  some  cases 
even  from  Buenos  Ayres  or  Montevideo)  for  the  colonist  and  his  family, 
al.s<j(  for  his  luggage.  Arrived  at  the  colony,  his  luggage  is  conveyed 
free  to  the  lot  which  may  be  given  to  him,  or  which  he  may  buy  from 
an  old  settler.  Strictly  speaking,  the  land  is  not  bought,  as  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  had  not  granted  titles  at  the  time  simken  of,  the  neces.sary 
period  of  live  years  not  having  elapsed  since  the  foundation  of  the  col¬ 
ony;  but  the  settler  can  transfer  his  rights  to  a  new  comer,  and  as  he 
has  generally  effected  considerable  improvements  on  his  lot,  clearing 
the  heavy  timber,  building  a  shanty,  etc.,  many  new  arrivals  prefer  to 
buy  out  an  old  settler  rather  than  take  up  a  lot  of  virgin  land,  although 
this  can  be  ha<l  practically  for  nothing. 

“Let  us  suppose  that  the  newcomer  has  decided  to  sele<-t  a  lot  of 
virgin  land.  The  management  of  the  colony  supply  him  with  tools 
and  appliances,  also  with  rations  for  six  months,  all  of  which  he  under¬ 
takes  to  repay  as  soon  as  his  means  will  i>ermit.  Ilis  first  occupation 
after  running  up  a  rude  shelter  (no  substantial  erections  are  re<|uired 
in  this  climate)  is  the  clearing  of  the  primeval  forest,  a  herculean  task, 
which  not  everyone  can  accomplish.  Many  of  the  trees  are  6  feet  or 
more  in  diameter;  these  must  all  be  felle<l  with  the  ax.  After  the 
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trees  have  been  felled  they  are  allowed  to  lie  for  some  weeks  for.  the 
leaves  and  twigs  to  dry  so  far  as  to  allow  a  preliminary  burning  to  be 
made.  Fire  is  then  applied  to  the  fallen  debris  and  a  considerable 
portion  is  thus  consumed,  some  of  the  fallen  trunks  burning  simntaue- 
ously  without  any  further  attention.  But  the  greater  part  of  the  work 
remains  to  be  done.  Most  of  the  trunks,  esi)ecially  the  giant  ones, 
will  not  burn,  even  though  fire  be  applied  to  them,  unless  they  are 
first  <-ut  into  small  pieces.  The  cutting  up  and  logging  together  of 
these  fallen  trunks  is  a  greater  labor  than  the  felling  of  the  forest. 
After  this  task  has  been  accomplished  the  ground  is  reatly  for  sowing 
corn  or  planting  mandioca,  which  will  form  the  staff  of  life  for  the 
settler  during  the  first  year.  The  stumps  still  remain  in  the  ground. 
On  this  account  the  plow  can  not  be  used ;  all  work  must  be  done  with 
the  hoe.” 

The  correspondent  next  gives  an  account  of  his  own  experiences  in 
the  Colonia  ^'acional,  where  he  bought  a  small  holding  for  a  trifle: 

“  It  .consisted  of  some  00  acres,  of  which  about  0  acres  were  under 
cultivation  and  several  acres  more  had  been  felled  and  were  ready  for 
the  hoe.  There  were  about  3  acres  in  sugar  cane,  one-half  an  acre  in  man¬ 
dioca,  and  li  acres  in  maize.  There  were  also  a  large  number  of  fruit 
trees— oranges  (not  yet  in  bearing),  bananas,  peaches,  and  others.  The 
holding  was  partly  fenced  and  there* was  adjoining  it  a  large  expanse 
of  open  camp  or  pasturage  stretching  for  many  miles,  which  was  a  free 
run  for  cattle.  It  was  about  3  miles  from  a  railway  station  by  a  fairly 
good  rosul.  The  price  paid  for  the  holding  was  about  £15  in  English 
money,  and  this  included  a  cow  and  a  calf,  a  mare  and  a  foal,  and  a  few 
utensils.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  holder  had  no  title,  but 
simply  transferred  his  rights,  the  buyer  being  able  to  obtain  a  title  after 
a  certain  length  of  time  and  on  fulfilling  certain  conditions  as  to  culti¬ 
vation,  etc. 

“  •  *  *  For  a  hard-working  man,  who  has  a  family  who  can 
assist  him  and  so  render  him  independent  of  outside  labor,  the  pros- 
liects  are  decideilly  encouraging.  In  fact,  1  know  of  no  country  where 
such  a  family  can  make  themselves  a  comfortable  home  in  so  short  a 
time  and  on  so  small  a  capital  as  in  Paraguay,  but  they  must  be  jire- 
pareil  to  find  certain  features  widely  different  from  what  they  have 
been  accustomed  to  in  England.  As  a 'rule,  they  will  find  little  of  the 
society  of  their  own  countrymen,  and  they  will  have  to  a  certain  extent 
to  adapt  their  mode  of  life  to  that  prevailing  in  the  country.  ♦  *  • 
Living  is  extremely  clieai>.  The  best  wheat  can  bo  obtainetl  for  1  to  14 
pence  jier  ]M)und.  Paraguay  tea  (yerba  matt'*)  costs  almut  3  jience  iier 
IKUind,  and  if  bought  by  the  arroha,  of  25  jiounds,  is  much  cheai>er. 
Bread  is  dearer  than  in  England,  but  mandioca,  which  is  an  excellent 
substitute  and  preferred  to  bread  by  many  settlers  (myself  included), 
can  be  bought  during  the  season  for  3  to  0  pence  per  arroba  of  25 
IHMinds.  Tobairco  (not  of  tlie  best  quality)  costs  from  3  jmiice  i>er 
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pound  upward.  Oranges  in  the  country  districts  are  a  mere  drug  in  the 
market.  During  the  season  forty  can  be  bought  for  1  peuiiy.  They 
are  of  excellent  quality.  Indeed  I  have  never  seen  a  country  where 
the  orange  flourishes  as  it  does  in  Paraguay.  The  orange  trees  grow 
wild  in  the  woods  in  great  abundance.  It  is  indeed  the  commonest 
forest  tree;  but  the  wild  oranges  are  not  edible,  being  too  bitter. 
Bananas  cost  from  3  to  6  pence  per  large  bunch.  Eggs  generally  sell 
from  3  to  5  pence  per  dozen.  Milch  cows  can  be*  bought  for  from  30 
shillings  to  £2.  -A  good  saddle  horse  costs  from  £2  to  £3;  mares  are 
cheaper.  Labor  is  also  very  cheap ;  15  shillings  per  month  is  reckoned 
good  i)ay  for  a  farm  laborer,  and  his  board  costs  very  little.  These 
prices  refer  to  the  country  districts.  In  Asuncion  living  is  somewhat 
dearer. 

“  The  climate  of  Paraguay  is  goo<l ;  very  pleasant  in  winter  and  not 
too  warm  in  summer  to  permit  white  men  to  i>erform  hard  labor  in  the 
open  air.  In  the  winter  time  there  are  sometimes  slight  frosts  in  the 
early  morning,  but  seldom  sufiicient  to  kill  the  most  delicate  plants. 
I  consider  Paraguay  better  suited  to  the  small  than  to  the  large  capi¬ 
talists,  although  the  latter  may  And  lucrative  employment  in  cattle 
farming.  •  *  *  jhe  Government  does  not  encourage  the  immigra¬ 
tion  of  single  men,  it  being  found  that  they  are  not  so  settled  in  their 
habits  as  their  married  brethren.  They  are  seldom  contented  when 
settled  on  the  land,  but  soon  get  tired  of  the  monotony  of  the  life,  and 
are  apt  to  leave  without  paying  the  advances  the  Government  may 
have  made  to  them.” 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTES. 

The  projected  new  tariff  has  been  presented  to  the  Chamber.  The 
import  duties  have  been  generally  increased:  instead  of  the  present 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  to  which  there  is  added  a  further  duty  of  5  and  1 
per  cent  gold  and  4  and  3  i)er  cent  paper,  the  standard  of  25  per  cent 
will  be  adopted.  A  number  of  home  industries  are  to  receive  increased 
protection.  The  practice  of  accepting  notes  of  from  two  to  four  mouths 
from  responsible  parties  in  payment  of  duties  will  be  abandoned. 

A  new  line  of  packets  has  recently  been  established  to  run  between 
Montevideo,  Buenos  Ayres,  the  Upper  Parana,  and  the  Upper  Para¬ 
guay  as  far  as  Coruraba,  in  opposition  to  the  old  line.  The  name  of 
the  company  is  “Navegacidu  Fluvial  a  Vapor,  Empresas  Unida8,”and 
possesses  flue  and  swift  vessels,  both  steam  and  sailing. 

The  Budget  for  1900  shows  the  estimates  of  revenues  to  be  $1,152,- 
254.51  gold,  and  expenditures  $8,005,781. .S8  pai)er.  The  ]>remium  on 
gold  is  700. 
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PEur. 

THE  MINING  INDUSTRY  IN  ITS  RELATION  TO  TRADE. 

The  mines  of  Peru  have,  since  the  days  of  the  Spanish  coiuiuest, 
lK‘en  an  object  of  great  interest  to  the  civilized  world,  therefore  the 
Peruvian  delegate  to  the  International  Commercial  Congress  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Mr.  dUAN  Antonio  Loredo,  was  assured  of  earnest  attention 
in  addressing  the  session  on  that  topic.  In  treating  of  the  relations 
existing  between  the  ^mining  industry  and  the  development  of  com¬ 
mercial  relations,  Mr.  Loredo  said : 

♦  ««*•«« 

“The  mining  industry  is  one  of  those  which  most  easily  lend  them¬ 
selves  to  increase  our  commercial  relations.  Indeed,  our  exi>ortation 
is  mainly  constituted  of  silver,  copper,  lead  ores  and  metallurgical  prod¬ 
ucts,  whose  value  is  about  10,000,000  soles,  of  which  only  a  very  small 
l)ortion  comes  to  this  country  and  almost  the  whole  goes  to  Euroi^ean 
countries. 

“As  metallurgy  here  is  very  well  advanced,  and  as  there  are  in  this 
country  great  houses  which  deal  in  minerals,  it  would  be  an  easy  thing 
and  accomplished  at  very  little  expense  to  establish  agencies  at  the 
principal  centers  of  the  trade  in  Peru  for  the  purchase  of  exportable 
ores.  These  purchases  being  made  according  to  assays,  under  well- 
regulated  taritls  and  on  cash  payment,  it  is  certain  that  the  agencies 
could  a(!quire  at  very  convenient  prices  almost  the  total  amount  of 
eximrtable  ores,  as  the  miners  would  prefer  to  sell  at  once  instead  of 
receiving  some  advance,  as  it  is  done  at  present.  These  agencies  for 
buying  ores  and  other  products  could  at  the  same  time  introduce  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  miners  and  the  general  people  many  American  goods. 
***«#«* 

“  Peru  is  undoubtedly  a  country  gifted  with  large  and  varied  min¬ 
eral  wealth,  and  therefore  it  otters  a  vast  held  for  the  establishment 
and  development  of  great  mining  enterprises,  which  would  give  lucra¬ 
tive  employment  to  large  capitals.  Besides  the  ex|>loitation  on  a  large 
scale  of  gold,  silver,  and  copper  mines,  borates  and  i)etroleum  depos¬ 
its,  etc.,  works  can  be  established  with  assured  goo<l  success  for  the 
extraction  of  metals  from  the  ores. 

“The  exportation  of  the  ores  causes  very  high  exi)enses,  principally 
for  land  and  sea  freight,  so  that,  taking  the  amount  annually  exported 
.at  50,(K)(>  tons,  at  an  average  cost  of  eximrtation  amounting  to  40  soles 
per  ton,  the  result  is  that  there  is  expended  annually  2,000,(KK)  soles, a 
sum  which  would  be  a  great  increase  over  the  profits  which  those 
smelters  (wdnch  might  be  established  to  handle  the  ore  instead  of 
exiMirting  it)  would  pay,  the  products  being  always  shlp]>ed  to  these 
markets. 
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“  In  iuhlition  to  the  ores  which  could  he  exiM»rted,  there  is  on  liand  at 
.all  the  mines  large  quantities  of  ore,  whose  ])ercentage  of  metal  would 
not  pay  the  heavy  charges  of  exportation,  and  consequently  they 
remain  abandoned,  and  can  be  ac(iuired  for  the  cost  of  registration 
merely,  or  at  very  low  ligures.  From  the  above  statements  one  sees 
the  suitability  of  establishing  concentrating  plants,  either  mechanical 
or  on  the  fusion  system,  to  recover  the  metals.  This  could  be  done  in 
many  mineral  districts  of  Peru,  for  instance,  Yauli,  Cerro  de  Pasco, 
etc.  This  last  place,  famous  for  the  quantity  of  silver  which  it  has 
pro<luced,  and  will  produce  in  the  future,  likewise  contains  rich  copper 
mines,  which  have  only  begun  to  be  worked  within  the  past  year. 
There  was  exported,  between  July  1,  1808,  and  June  30,  1809,  from 
Cerro  de  Pasco  and  Yauli,  17,000  tons  of  copper  ore  and  mattes,  which 
contain  at  least  5,100  tons  of  copper,  since  no  ores  below  30  per  cent  in 
copper  can  be  exported  with  profit.  Taking  this  at  an  average  price  of 
£G0  gives  £306,000  (or  306,000  soles),  not  taking  into  account  the  value 
of  gold  and  silver  contained  in  the  mattes  and  ores.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  deposit  of  Cerro  de  Pasco  contains  15,000,000  tons  of  ore, 
which,  taken  at  an  average  of  20  per  cent,  represents  3,000,000  tons  of 
metallic  copper,  so  it  can  be  seen  that  a  great  many  enterprises  will  be 
initiated  for  working  and  smelting  copper.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  only 
rich  ores  are  now  exported  (.30  i)er  cent  copper,  or  more),  those  called 
j)oor,  i.  e.,  containing  less  than  30  i)er  cent,  remaining  to  be  treated  on 
the  spot  in  some  future  time. 

“In  respect  to  gold  mines,  there  is  no  locality  in  Peru  which  does  not 
offer  some  rich  deposits  of  gold;  it  is  found  in  all  the  three  regions 
of  the  country,  the  Costa,  Sierra,  and  especially  in  what  we  call  the 
Montana,  where  great  quantities  of  gold  have  been  taken  out  in  former 
time.s. 

“  It  may  seem  strange  that  a  country  so  rich  in  mines  of  gold,  silver, 
and  copper  does  not,  however,  figure  to  day  among  the  main  producers 
of  those  metals;  but  this  is  easily  explained  by  the  lack  of  capital  to 
push  the  mineral  industries,  and  the  ab.scnce  of  a  cooperative  spirit 
and  practical  capacity  to  overcome  the  natural  obstacles  which  are 
everywhere  to  be  encountered.  As  a  result,  these  grand  resources  of 
wealth  yet  remain  idle,  but  when  the  day  comes  that  capital  is  invested 
with  determined  efforts,  and  on  a  great  scale,  to  mine  and  treat  the  ores 
as  has  been  done  in  this  country,  then  enormous  returns  will  be 
obtained. 

“  If  to  the  above  conditions  is  added  the  faidlity  with  which  mines 
can  be  obtained  in  Peru,  the  ample  liberty  which  one  enjoys  in  work¬ 
ing  them,  the  healthy  climate,  the  vast  resources  which  all  the  mineral 
regions  afford,  as  there  is  motive  power  (numerous  waterfalls),  fuel, 
laborers,  etc.,  the  obliging  disposition  of  the  Peruvians,  and  the  con¬ 
sideration  shown  to  foreigners,  surely  none  should  fear  to  establish 
themselves  in  our  mining  districts,  for  they  can  rest  assured  that  with 
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capital  and  practical  experience  they  will  obtain  nni^uiticent  protits, 
and,  moreover,  ^‘11  joy  the  security  aflorded  by  all  civilized  countries. 

•  -«•«*** 

“What  has  been  said  about  ores  can  also  be  applied  to  many  other 
exiM)rt  products,  such  as  sugar,  cotton,  wool,  coffee,  hides,  etc.,  which 
also  constitute  one  of  the  simplest  means  to  foster  trade  between  both 
countries;  but  that  is  not  enough,  something  else  is  necessary,  and  that 
is,  in  the  first  place,  rapidity  and  economy  in  transportation,  which 
can  be  obtained  by  establishing  regular  ste<amship  lines,  for  which  end 
the  prompt  realization  of  the  inter-oceanic  canal  is  of  the  utmost 
imiK)rtance;  and  also  the  introduction  of  capital,  which  would  give 
impulse  to  the  industries.  Alt  those  elements  would  bring  about  the 
sending  of  our  products  to  these  markets,  receiving  in  exchange  Ameri¬ 
can  manufactures.  This  has  l)een  the  system  followed  by  English  and 
(lerman  merchants,  with  whom  we  trade  at  i)resent.” 

•  *  *  *  •  «  9 

COMMERCE  AND  AGRICULTURE. 

Mr.  Jorge  Basadre,  in  his  address  to  the  International  Commercial 
Congress  at  Philadelphia  on  October  28, 1899  (Pan-American  Day), 
presented  some  interesting  data  coriceridng  the  agricultural  pos.sibili- 
ties  of  Peru,  from  which  country  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Congress. 
This  Republic  has  always  l)een  regarded  as  a  mining  country,  to  the 
detriment  of  other  industries,  but  according  to  the  information  fur¬ 
nished  by-Mr.  Basadre — 

“The  coast  produces  sugar,  cotton,  rice,  and  some  other  articles, 
which  constitute  more  than  ."»0  i>er  cent  of  our  general  exportation. 

*  «  •  «  •  *  *  * 

“Cotton  is  a  native  plant  on  the  coast,  and  some  varieties — as,  for 
instance,  ‘  rough  Peruvian’ — obtain  extra  prices  in  the  market.  Cotton 
yields  two  croi)8  a  year,  and  the  plant  nf&y  last  for  thirty  years,  each 
acre  producing  about  320  jmunds  of  clean  cotton  and  520  pounds  of 
seed. 

“  Besides  white  cotton  there  are  also  the  gray,  yellow,  re<l,  ami  violet 
varieties,  which  are  highly  appreciated. 

“Cane-sugar  growing  is  the  prineii)al  industry  on  the  coast.  Twenty 
millions  of  dollars  are  invested  in  this  industry,  obtaining  an  interest 
of  S  per  cent  per  year. 

“  In  all  the  country,  and  especially  on  the  coast,  there  is  a  great  lack 
of  population,  and  to  it  must  be  attributed  the  very  slow  progress  of 
our  agriculture. 

“From  1840  to  1874  something  like  87,(MK)  Chine.so  coolies  were  intro¬ 
duced,  and  one-third  of  them  still  remain  in  the  country.  Sever.al 
attempts  have  been  made  to  introiluce  immigrants  of  other  nations, 
but  as  yet  the  (iovernment  has  not  succeeded  in  creating  a  constant 
and  im|M>rtant  current.  Immigrants  are  always  welcomed  t«>^he  coun- 
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try,  and  even  those  belongiiifj  to  the  pani)er  class  may  expect  a  cordial 
iecei)tion,  provided  they  dedicate  themselves  to  energetic  work. 

“The  coast  is  not  adapted  to  agriculture  only;  great  dejmsits  of 
petroleum,  covering  an  area  of  16, 0(H)  square  miles,  exist  there.  Only 
50,(K)0  acres  of  oil  land  have  been  appropriated,  and  only  a  few  of  the 
claims  are  being  worked.  The  oil  is  found  at  a  depth  of  from  200  to  4(H) 
feet,  and  the  wells  ]>roduce  from  .‘50  to  4(H)  barrels  of  petroleum  per  day. 
###«*** 

“  Less  than  1  i>er  cent  of  the  useful  surface  of  the  (ioast  region  is 
to-day  cultivated,  and  in  the  old  times,  before  the  Spaniards’  visit  to  the 
country,  great  tracts  of  land  were  irrigated  by  means  of  skillfully  built 
canals. 

“As  at  the  coast  rains  are  very  scarce,  agriculture  has  to  depend 
exclusively  on  irrigation.  In  fact,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  coast  it 
never  rains,  and  in  the  north  a  good  rainfall  occurs  only  every  seven  or 
ten  years,  which,  falling  on  a  wonderfully  fertile  soil,  gives  rise  during 
the  first  years  to  iiiagnificent  crops,  which  gradually  decline  until  a 
new  i-aiufall  api)ears. 

**««**« 

“In  the  northern  i)art  of  the  country,  in  the  Department  of  I’uira, 
there  are  two  and  one  half  millions  of  acres  of  land  which  can  be  irri¬ 
gated  at  a  cost  of  *2  per  acre,  increasing  immediately  one-hundred  fold 
their  value. 

“Great  facilities  are  given  to  enterprising  i>eople  connected  with  irri¬ 
gation  schemes,  provided  they  mean  business  and  rei)resent  real  and 
ettective  capital. 

#  '  «  *  #  *  «  * 

“Commerce  with  the  United  States,  which,  although  very  small  at 
present,  is  rapidly  increasing,  is  mainly  derived  from  the  coast,  and 
represents  one-tenth  of  the  general  commerce  of  the  c-ountry. 

“In  1898, 103,718  metric  t4)tis  of  sugar,  6,712  tons  of  cotton,  and  4,29o 
tons  of  rice  were  exported,  and  this  country  received  oidy  14  per  cent 
of  the  sugar,  9  per  cent  of  the  cotton,  nothing  of  our  ri(;e,  and  small 
quantities  of  other  commodities.” 

DEMAND  FOR  CATALOGUES  OP  ELECTRIC  APPARATUS. 

The  French  Minister  at  Linur recently  informed  his  Government  that 
several  French  electrical  engineers  and  mechanics  resident  in  I’eru  had 
solicited  the  aid  of  the  legation  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  catalogues 
relative  to  the  articles  iu  their  special  line  of  business.  These  requests 
refer  principally  to  lighting  materials,  wires,  tlexible  cords,  sockets, 
lamps,  generators  for  the  transmission  of  electric-  i)ower,  telegra]>hic 
and  telephonic  api)aratus,  etc.  , 

The  same  official  wrib'S  that  there  exists  in  Lima  a  demand  for  cata¬ 
logues  of  wood-working  nnudiinery. 
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EXPLOITATION  OF  PETROLEUM. 

The  i)etroleuin  wells  of  Peru  are  reiM)rte(l  to  be,  so  far  as  is  yet  known, 
the  ino.st  promising  of  the  recently  exploited  sources  of  supply  in  the 
western  half  of  the  globe.  Development  has,  however,  been  retarded 
by  lack  of  capitiil,  and  the  production  is  not  yet  sutHcieut  to  supply 
home  re<iuirements. 

A  i>ro8i>ector  from  the  United  States,  now  engaged  in  drilling 
petroleum  wells  in  that  Hepublic,  writes  to  a  correspondent  in  West 
Virginia  that  they  are  very  productive,  but  exceedingly  deep,  but  with 
the  employment  of  suitable  machinery  they  can  be  made  important 
factors  in  the  petroleum  busine.ss  of  the  world.  Expert  operators  from 
the  United  States  receive  very  high  salaries,  but  native  labor  is 
proportionately  cheap. 

THE  CERRO  DE  PASCO  MINES  AND  RAILWAY. 

The  interest  centering  in  the  construction  of  the  Oroya  and  Cerntde 
Pasco  Pailway,  for  which  bids  have  been  asked  by  the  Peruvian  Oov- 
eriiment,  renders  the  history  of  the  celebrated  Cerro  de  Pasco  silver 
mines  a  matter  of  importance,  for  the  road  in  <iue.stion  is  to  be  oj^ened 
up  lu-incipally  with  the  object  of  plaiting  the  products  of  the  mines  on 
the  seacoast  and  ultimately  ui)on  the  world’s  markets  in  even  greater 
abundance  than  heretofore. 

The.se  mines  are  located  M,.‘iOO  feet  above  sea-level,  in  the  vicinity  of 
a  city  of  the  same  name,  about  miles  from  Oroya,  the  j)resent  termi¬ 
nus  of  the  railroad.  The  })opulation  of  the  district  is  wholly  devoted 
to  mining,  and  varies  in  numbers  between  10,000  and  lli,(MM),  rarely 
exceeding  the  latter  tigure.  This,  however,  is  remarkable,  considering 
the  isolated  character  of  the  place.  The  climate  at  this  elevation  is 
somewhat  cold,  but  comparatively  healthy;  the  rainy  season,  from 
Novembei’  to  April,  being  the  least  agreeable.  The  mineral  formation 
is  somewhat  of  an  anomaly  and  is  scan'ely  susceptible  of  geological 
description.  Silver  and  copper  exist  in  great  abundance;  gold  and 
coal  are  plentiful,  and  iron,  idumbago,  cobalt,  and  other  minerals  are 
found,  but  have  not  as  yet  been  properly  exploited.  Not  until  1898  has 
copper  been  considered  of  sutlicient  value  for  shipment  from  the  mines, 
but  the  experiments  made  have  been  very  successful  and  a  continuous 
output  is  assured,  as  it  has  r«‘cently  been  a  better  ])aying  product  than 
silver.  It  is  silver,  however,  that  is  the  main  object  of  exploitation, 
though  the  methods  emi>loyed  are  of  a  very  primitive  character  by 
reason  of  the  great  difticulties  in  the  way  of  rapid  and  easy  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  coast. 

In  the  year  1039,  an  Indian  shepherd,  uimn  removing  the  stones  from 
aroumi  a  tire,  discovered  that,  owing  to  the  heat,  they  had  become  cov¬ 
ered  by  threads  of  soiiu'  bright  substance  which  api)eare<l  to  form  part 
of  their  com|»ositi(»ii.  \  miner  in  the  neighboring  village,  uimn  being 
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told  the  circuinstiulce,  recofjni/ed  the  existence  of  silver,  and  at  once 
began  the  search  for  more.  The  results  were  so  satisfactory  that 
before  the  end  of  a  year  there  were  not  only  a  number  of  mines  pro¬ 
ducing  the  precious  metal,  but  the  village  of  Cerro  de  Pasco,  popu¬ 
lated  by  the  miners  and  their  families,  had  sprung  into  existence. 
These  famous  mines,  during  the  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  inter¬ 
vening  years,  have  been  worked  regularly,  the  annual  output  averaging 
1,0(M),()00  ounces  pure  silver.  The  quantity  of  ores  containing  silver 
taken  from  these  mines  is  estimated  by  the  present  proprietors  at 
30,(KK),(H)(>  tons.  Throughout  this  period  the  only  means  of  transjmrt- 
ing  the  ores  to  the  smelting  works  (a  distance  of  from  3  to  G  miles)  has 
been  by  pack  animals,  and  the  i)roces8  of  mining  and  reducing  the  ores 
is  substantially  that  adopted  in  1G30. 

In  1814  a  number  of  high-])ressure  engines  for  pumping  and  hoisting 
puiqmses  were  brought  from  Cornwall,  England,  to  Cerro  de  Pasco,  at 
great  expense,  by  Capt.  liiCHARD  Treveeick,  accompanied  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  mechanics  and  engineers,  who  were  to  set  up  and  run  the 
machinery.  Although  the  operations  of  these  engines  were  highly  sat¬ 
isfactory,  the  dilliculties  which  arose  in  keeping  them  in  repair  grad¬ 
ually  compelled  the  proprietors  to  return  to  the  original  processes.  In 
1870  a  contract  was  made  with  Messrs.  Wyman  &  Harrison  to  erect 
an  extensive  plant  of  modern  machinery  for  the  use  of  the  Cerro  de 
Pasco  miners.  This  machinery  was  shippeil  from  Cornwall  in  Novem¬ 
ber  of  that  year,  but  before  it  could  be  put  into  use  the  contractors 
failed  and  nothing  could  be  accomi)lished  with  it.  Finally,  in  1877,  a 
contract  was  entered  into  with  Henry  MEiiiOS,  the  celebrated  United 
States  engineer,  by  which  he  bound  himself  to  build  a  railway  to  Cerro 
de  Pasco,  and  in  addition  a  drainage  tunnel  below  the  mines.  This 
tunnel  was  commenced,  but  after  completing  about  100  feet  Mr.  Meiggs 
died,  before  any  practical  work  was  accomplished  on  the  railway.  Since 
then  the  project  has  been  revived  many  times,  but  not  until  the  present 
year  have  any  tangible  steps  been  taken.  On  May  5,  1899,  the  Peru¬ 
vian  Government  invited  bids  for  the  railway  between  Oroya  and  Cerro 
de  Pasco,  and  that  of  Mr.  B.  Thorndike,  an  English  engineer,  was 
accepted.  (See  August  Bulletin.)  Under  date  of  August  1,  1899, 
Mr.  Thorndike  informs  the  public  that  he  has  been  perfecting  the 
plans,  profiles,  etc.,  of  the  railway,  and  in  obtaining  other  necessary 
docnments  which  will  enable  him  to  enlist  the  cooperation  of  capitalists. 

INTERNAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  Belgian  Consular  Reports  for  1899  contain  an  exhaustive  account 
of  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Peruvian  liepublic,  furnished  by  Mr.  C. 
Kenoz,  Consul  of  Belgium  at  Liir.a,  under  date  of  October  27,  1898. 
This  official  writes,  concerning  the  stamp  laws  of  Peru,  that  there  are 
two  kinds  of  stamps  employed,  stamped  i)aper  (paj)el  xellado)  and 
adhesive  8tami>s.  These  are  issued  every  two  years,  and  may  be  used 


BUREAU  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


fi59 

only  during  the  two  years  for  which  they  are  printed.  Stanipetl  pai>er 
is  used  solely  for  otlicial  or  judicial  acts  and  adhesive  stamps  are  for 
commercial  trausactions.  (>f  the  latter  there  are  five  denominations, 

5  sols,  1  sol,  25  centavos.  Id  centavos,  and  2  centavos.  The  stamp-tax 
law  decrees  that  each  coi)y  of  a  8hip])ing  manifest,  whether  of  steam 
or  sailing  vessel  coming  from  abroad  and  without  fixed  itinerary,  shall 
hear  a  5  sol  stamp.  For  vessels  having  a  fixed  itinerary  and  making 
scheilnles  with  several  Peruvian  ])orts,  this  tax  is  reduced  to  2  sols,  and 
for  ships  in  ballast  it  is  further  reduced  to  1  sol.  I.etters  of  exchange, 
drawn  on  foreign  banks,  must  bear  the  necessary  .stamps,  which  may 
be  aftixed  either  on  acceptance,  first  indorsement  in  the  country,  or 
when  paid.  Letters  of  credit  are  exempted  from  the  stam])  tax.  Bank 
checks  bear  only  a  2-cent  stamp,  no  matter  what  sum  is  represented. 
Every  infraction  of  the  law  is  punished  by  a  fine  four  times  the  value 
of  the  omission,  and  is  a])plicable  both  to  the  giver  and  receiver  of  the 
document  in  (piestion,  the  State  thus  receiving  the  ordinary  tax  eight¬ 
fold. 

The  Consul  gives  a  very  graphic  description  of  the  efforts  of  the  (Jov- 
ernment  toward  the  establishment  of  a  fixed  monetary  system,  and 
quotes  the  laws  of  December  11  and  29,  1897,  by  which  the  customs 
duties  are  made  jiayable  in  pounds  sterling,  the  rate  of  exchange  being 
fixed  at  10  sols  to  the  pound. 

Telegraphic  communication  in  the  Itepublic  is  gradually  being  ex¬ 
tended,  there  being  at  present  3,(M)0  kilometers  in  operation,  and  reports 
for  the  years  1896  and  1897  show  an  increase  in  receipts  and  a  decrease 
in  expenses  for  the  lines.  Consul  Kenoz  considers  that  the  cause  of 
lack  of  greater  development  in  this  branch  of  internal  improvement 
may  be  assigned  to  the  high  tariff,  every  dispatch  of  ten  words  costing 
40  centavos,  including  address  and  signature,  and  each  word  over  this 
number  costing  4  centavos  additional.  This  is  without  regard  to  the 
destination  of  the  message.  Frequent  interruptions  in  the  service  also 
have  a  bad  intluence  on  the  receipts.  The  jmsts,  which  are  of  wood, 
rot  and  fall,  and  the  galvanized  iron  wires,  especially  on  the  coasts, 
become  oxidized  rapidly  and  break,  thus  causing  an  intermission  in 
receipts  and  continual  expense.  In  order  to  maintain  a  stable  service 
it  would  be  necessary  to  have  iron  posts  and  wires  of  phosphor  bronze. 

The  Peruvian  postal  tarifi'  has  been  increased  since  January  1, 1898, 
for  letters  having  foreign  destinations.  Accor<ling  to  statistics,  the 
general  |>ostal  movement  in  1H9(J  was  7,174,857  pieces,  and  in  1897 
12,700,771  pieces,  or  an  increase  of  nearly  78  i)er  cent  for  the  latter 
year. 

Among  the  means  of  communication  whose  development  is  going 
forward,  the  (central  or  Pichis  road  should  be  mentioned.  The  impera¬ 
tive  necessity  of  establishing  a  roa<lway  between  the  capital  and  the 
lower  region  of  the  Montana  leil  the  Peruvian  Government  a  few  years 
since  to  open  up  a  route  to  a  navigable  point  on  one  of  the  principal 
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branches  «if  the  Amazon.  There  was  at  that  time  a  road  Icavinp:  ( )roya 
which,  passing  Tarma  and  traversing  tlie  entire  valley  of  tlie  t'hancha- 
niayo,  led  to  San  Luis  de  Shuaro.  It  was  evidently  i)roper  to  i>rolit  by 
what  already  existed,  but  th’e  principal  difficulty  was  in  choosing  a 
river,  navigable  throughout  all  seasons,  which  would  lead  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Amazon.  Information  on  this  point  was  varied.  TheClovern- 
ment  engineers  recommended  the  Pichis;  others,  who  had  also  made 
explorations  in  this  labyrinth  of  water  courses,  contended  that  there 
were  other  rivers,  among  them  the  ^layro,  much  better  suited  for  the 
realization  of  the  jiroject. 

Finally,  after  a  practical  demonstration  of  the  navigability  of  the 
Pichis  by  a  small  steamer  which  ascended  the  current  from  Lpiitos  as 
far  as  the  above-mentioned  river,  the  Pichis  route  was  selected  and  the 
work  commenced.  Already  145  kilometers  in  the  direction  of  the 
stream  have  been  finished,  and  it  is  calculated  that  only  about  30  more 
remain  to  be  finished-  before  reaching  the  terminus  of  the  road  at  Puerto 
Bermudez,  whence  later  small  steamers  will  make  the  service  between 
that  port  and  Iquitos.  The  Pichis  empties  into  the  Pachitea,  and  the 
last  named  into  the  Ucayuli,  which  is  called  the  Amazon  after  its  Junc¬ 
tion  with  the  Marahon.  With  the  completion  of  the  Pichis  road  the 
joui’iiey  between  the  two  oceans  will  be  made  in  the  following  manner: 
From  Callao  to  Oroya,  by  rail,  220  kilometers;  from  Oroya  to  Puerto 
Bermudez,  on  horseback,  about  300  kilometers;  from  Puerto  Bermudez 
to  Iquitos,  by  steamer,  ai)proximately  1,500  kilometers,  and  from  Iquitos 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Amazon,  3,500  kilometers;  a  total  of  5,520  kilo¬ 
meters. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  trip  from  Lima  to  Iquitos  can  then  be  made 
in  about  ten  days  and  even  less,  which  would  be  an  immense  gain  over 
the  two  or  three  months  required  at  present  for  the  same  Journey. 
Activity  in  the  matter  is  considerable.  During  the  year  1807  the  sum 
of  356,353  sols  was  expended  on  it,  and,  considering  the  condition  of 
the  finances  of  the  country,  it  is  a  demonstration  of  the  imimrtance 
attached  to  its  completion. 

A  very  favorable  report  is  made  of  the  agricultural  conditions  of  the 
country,  coffee  and  cacao  being  especially  noted  as  advancing  in  quan¬ 
tity  and  value.  Cotton,  while  grown  in  an  increasing  ratio,  (htes  not 
figure  as  largely  as  heretofore  among  exports,  owing,  no  <loubt,  to  the 
establishment  of  manufactories  within  the  Kepnblic  for  its  consump¬ 
tion.  Lard  shows  a  falling  off  both  in  imports  and  exports,  from  which 
it  is  concluded  that  the  native  production  of  this  article  has  increased. 
Alpaca  wfK)l,  whose  annual  shipments  reach  a  value  of  2,(MK),I»0B  sols, 
is  the  principal  commercial  industry  of  southern  Pern.  Sheep,  llamas, 
and  alpacas  are  raised  in  the  Andean  regions  of  the  departments  of 
Arequipa,  Puno,  Cuzco,  and  Apurimac,  the  plains  of  whi<-h  are  situated 
about  4,000  meters  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  It  is,  however,  the 
alpaca  which  is  the  most  esteemed  and  is  worth  double  the  other  two 
species.  Shearing  is  done  every  two  years,  generally  during  the  rainy 
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season,  each  animal  yielding  from  1  to  L*  kilos  of  wool  2B  centimeters 
in  length. 

It  has  been  remarked  that  the  wool  is  less  beautiful  when  the  rains 
have  been  less  abundant.  At  present  the  only  market  for  this  wool  is 
LiverpcM)!,  although  I’eruvian  exiM)rters  have  fre<iuently  sought  other 
outlets  for  their  goods,  notably  New  York,  but  always  without  success. 
Sometimes  it  has  even  been  necessary  to  reship  at  Liveriaml  wools 
which  could  not  have  been  sold  primarily  in  New  York  without  great 
loss,  Americans  seemingly  preferring  to  deal  with  Liverisml.  This 
system  only  proves  the  force  of  habit.  As  European  purchasers  follow 
the  same  practice,  the  supremacy  of  the  Liverpool  market,  which  also 
supplies  the  liradford  factories,  is  the  chief  factor  in  alpaca  wools. 
The  production  of  this  wool  has  not  varied  in  the  last  twenty  years, 
preserving  always  au  annual  average  of  45,000  quintals,  or  2,000  tons. 
It  is  exported  in  bales  containing  from  130  to  150  pounds.  Peru  has 
the  monopoly  of  this  product,  as  all  efforts  to  raise  the  animals  in 
Australia  and  elsewhere  have  proven  fruitless,  and  at  present  the 
eximrt  of  live  alpacas  is  forbidden  by  law. 

Mining  is,  as  always,  one  of  the  chief  industries  of  Peru,  and  the 
establishment  of  plants  for  treating  the  ores  is  continually  on  the 
increase.  The  most  notable  change  in  this  branch  is  the  importance 
attached  to  copper  mining,  whicU  ni  the  Cerro  de  Pasco  district  is 
only  hindered  by  the  scarcity  of  transportation  facilities. 

Mr.  Kenoz,  in  dealing  with  the  rubber  <|uestion,  follows  the  opinion 
of  other  writers  in  advising  the  establishment  of  plantations  which 
shall  supplement  the  product  of  the  forests,  whose  destruction  he  con¬ 
siders  inevitable,  by  reason  of  the  methods  at  present  employed  of 
extracting  the  sap  from  the  trees.  He  regards  this,  however,  as  a 
remote  contingency,  as  the  forest  wealth  of  Pern  in  rubber  trees  is 
very  great,  and  cites  as  rea.sons  in  favor  of  that  Republic  as  a  field  for 
oi)erations:  low  export  duties  and  the  salubrity  of  the  climate. 

England  and  (icrmany  rank  the  I'nited  States  in  commercial  impor¬ 
tance  with  Peru,  the  first  named  supplying  cotton  textiles,  sackings, 
quicksilver,  colza  and  palm  oil,  ])ortable  railroads,  iroinvare,  machinery, 
silks,  common  woolens,  paper,  dynamite,  and  caustic  soda;  while  (ler- 
inany  .sends  hats,  agricultural  and  mining  machinery,  woolens,  and 
beer. 

PROPOSED  STEAMSHIP  LINE  FROM  SPAIN. 

The  Secretliry  of  the  United  States 'Legation  at  Lima,  under  date  of 
September  11,  181)11,  sends  to  the  Department  of  State  at  Washington, 
an  article  from  “ICl  Comercio,”  the  leading  newspaper  of  that  city, 
treating  of  a  proposed  steamship  line  from  Spanish  ports  to  those  of 
Peru.  At  that  time  a  representative  of  the  Transiitlantic  Steamship 
Company  of  Barcelona  was  in  Lima  in  the  interest  of  the  servfce  pro- 
I)osed.  It  would  aiqmar  that  Spain  is  putting  forth  extra  efforts  to 
secure  a  proi>ortionate  interest  in  the  trade  of  thost^  countries  where 
the  Spanish  language  is  spoken.  It  is  noted  that  this  company  is  also 
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reported  to  have  made  a  contract  with  the  Chilean  (loverninent  to  give 
a  luontldy  service  to  Valparaiso  in  return  for  a  moderate  subvention. 
Low  freight  rates  will  be  charged  on  merchandise  destined  for  Chilean 
ports,  and  the  journal  cited  above  expresses  the  opinion  that  were  the 
service  extended  from  Valparaiso  to  Callao,  not  only  would  Peruvian- 
Chilean  trade  be  greatly  beneflteil,  but  the  commerce  between  Spain 
and  Peru  would  receive  an  impetus. 


SALVAIX  )K. 

NEW  PRESIDB^TTIAL  CABINET. 

On  October  11, 1S99,  the  President  of  Salvjulor  formed  his  new  Cabi¬ 
net,  as  follows: 

Minister  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations,  Senor  Dr.  Don 
Don  Reuben  Rivera. 

Minister  of  Finance  and  Public  Credit,  Sefior  Dr.  Don  Fidel  A. 
Novoa. 

Minister  of  Justice  and  Public  Instruction,  Sefior  Dr.  Don  Jose 
Presentaci6n  Trkiueros. 

MINT  PROPBRTT  TRANSFERRED  TO  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

On  October  6  last  the  Under  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Public 
Works,  Don  Carlos  d’Aubuisson,  in  rei)resentation  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Salvador,  and  the  general  attorney  in  fact  of  the  Central 
American  Mint  Company,  Limited,  for  the  company,  entered  into  a 
contract  under  the  terms  of  which  the  mint,  the  buildings,  machinery, 
and  other  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  formerly  in  the  im.sses- 
sion  of  the  company,  were  transferred  and  conveyed  to  the  Government, 
and  all  claims  the  comiiany  has  or  may  have  against  the  Government 
were  definitely  canceled. 

In  consideration  of  the  foregoing,  and  in  payment  of  the  i)roperty 
transferretl,  the  Government,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  authorizes 
the  issuance  by  the  General  Treasury  of  bonds  in  the  sum  of  £17,500 
at  the  official  exchange  of  150  per  cent,  to  be  redeemed  through  the 
funding  of  5  i)er  cent  of  the  custom  honse  duties.  These  bonds  are  to 
be  delivered  for  collection  to  the  London  Bank  of  Central  America, 
Limited,  which  is  bound  to  remit  on  the  15th  of  each  month  the  sum 
collected  to  London  for  payment  to  the  company.  Should  the  total 
amount  of  the  remittances  received  by  the  company,  after  the  sale  of 
all  of  the  said  bonds,  exceed  the  sum  of  £17,500,  the  company  will 
immediately  return  to  the  Government  the  amount  of  the  exce.s8,  and 
should  the  total  remittances  be  less  than  the  said  sum  the  Government 
shall  at  once  pay  to  the  company  the  amount  of  the  diflcrcnce  in  bonds 
of  a  like  kind,  or  in  cash,  at  the  option  of  the  Government. 
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UNITED  STATES. 

TRADE  WITH  LATIN  AMERICA. 

STATEMENT  OF  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

The  following  is  the  latest  statement  from  figures  compiled  by  the 
Bureau  of  Statistics,  United  States  Treasury  Depsirtment,  showing  the 
value  of  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  Latin- American 
countries.  The  report  is  for  the  month  of  September,  1890,  with  a  com¬ 
parative  statement  for  the  corresponding  month  of  the  previous  year; 
also  for  the  nine  months  ending  September,  1899,  compared  with  the  cor¬ 
responding  period  of  the  fiscal  year  1898.  It  should  be  explained  that 
the  figures  from  the  various  custom-houses,  showing  imports  and  exports 
for  any  one  month,  are  not  received  at  the  Treasury  Department  until 
about  the  2()th  of  the  following  month,  and  some  time  is  necessarily 
consumed  in  compilation  and  printing,  so  that  the  returns  for  Septem¬ 
ber,  for  example,  are  not  published  until  some  time  in  November: 


IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE. 


Articles  ami  countries.  ^ 

September—  | 

Nine  month*  ending 
September— 

1 

1898. 

1899. 

1898.  ' 

1 

1899. 

ChrmicalR:  1 

1 

1 

Li>)(«ooil  {I’alo  camprehe;  Pau  eampeche ;  Cam-  , 
peekt)—  1 

1 

$7,fi49  j 

$9,641  1 

1 

$11,995 

Coal,  Uitiiminoiia  (Carbiin  bitumiiwto ;  Carvdo  bftti- 

minoito;  Charbon  de  terrf) :  I 

18,319 

159,358  1 

152,392 

Cocoa  ( Cacao ;  Coco  on  Cacao  cni ;  Cacao) :  \ 

90 

6,902  I 
137,867  1 

809 

Brazil . i 

30,890  , 

18.274  1 

261,814 

Other  South  America . ' 

34,490  ' 

72,353 

925, 100  1 

1, 274, 233 

Coffo)' iCtt/f ;  Cafe;  Cafi); 

Central  America . 

145,009 

58,887 

3,997,829  , 

5, 000. 692 

Mexico . 

113.939 

82,929 

2, 723, 255  | 

2, 531. 3:i5 

Brazil . . . 

3,472,271 

2,621,115 

26,202,620  | 

27, 678, 349 

Other  South  America . 

483,  S.'>9 

301.238 

5,884,671  i 

5. 315, 028 

1 

Cotton,  unmaniifactiiml  {Algodon  en  rama;  Alitoddo  i 
ewrama,  Coton,  non  inantt/tuture):  ' 

!  1.933 

j  1 

131, 158 

1 

116, 924 

Fiber* :  . 

Sisal  ^rass  (Henequen;  Jtenrqurn;  Henneqnm)^ 
Mexico . 

1 

1  196,749 

877,762 

5, 623, 075 

6,  282, 896 

Philippine  lalaiida . 

127, 480 

155,891 

2. 133, 437 

1  3.341,319 

FraltH: 

Baiiaiiaa  (/‘oitannr;  Itananai,  Itananeo)  — 

Central  America . 

151.715 

171,541 

!  1, 343, 474 

1  1,576  483 

South  America . 

39. 229 

68. 401 

408, 809 

809.  476 

Oranges  (.Vara iijax.  Laranjas;  (>rantff$)^ 

Mexico . 

340 

1 

1  5.  *J69 

4.  070 

!  16.  192 

Fur  skinii  (/*ic(c«;(nax;  PrlU*;  Fourrnrrt) . 

i 

1  16,218 

i 

73,  137 

1  142, 727 

1 

nidea  and  akina  (Cucroo  y  piclcc:  Couroc  t  }>eUr»; 

(krir$  etpeaux) : 

Central  America . 

27, 221 

,  34,778 

PiO.  403 

i 

'  26.3.350 

Mexico . . . 

83,258 

1  119,926 

1  1,306,751 

'  1.547.002 

South  America . . . 

578,656 

1  504,838 

7,307,567 

7. 929.  925 
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IMPOKT.S  OK  MERCHANDISK-Coutiuu.-<l. 


Articlen  ami  ooiiiitriea. 

^  .September — 

i 

Nine  moutha  ending 
Si-ptember  — 

!  1898. 

1899. 

1898.  1 

1899. 

Jiiilia  rubber,  crude  (Ooiiia  eld$tica!  Jiorraeha  crua; 

Vavulchotte  brut) : 

Central  America . 

953,713 

933,094 

9376. 616 

96'>3.  546 

Mexico . 

2,5.38 

7.  Hil 

40.663  , 

136. 930 

Brazil . 

634. 115 

787,  206 

9, 779, 200 

13. 392.  701 

Other  South  America . 1 

87, 002 

108,  024 

255  j 

769.  596 

Lead,  iu  pigs,  bars.  etc.  (IHouin  rn  galdpagoi,  barras, 
etc.;  Chumbo  eui  linguado$,barra»,  etc.;  I’lmnbe 
eii  taumoiis,  en  barree,  etc.} : 

Mexico  . . 

1  106, 120 

194, 489 

1,  237, 086 

1,630,287 

Sugar,  not  above  Ko.  16  Dutch  atandard  (Ariicar,  no 
tvperior  de  la  eecala  holandeta;  Aeeucar  nao 
ttiperior  ao  Xo.lU  de  padruo  hullandez;  .Sucre,  pae 
au-detsu»  dn  type  hultandai*  So.  in) ; 

Central  America . . . 

1  3,807 

6,723 

206,  319 

168.  .585 

Mexico . 

351 

811 

43,919 

65,  704 

Cuba . 

1  1,124,029 

962, 922 

11,021,781 

17, 460, 873 

Brazil . 

1  24. 321 

2, 386. 886 

681,865 

Other  South  America . 

1  475, 838 

190, 398 

3, 602,  996 

3, 675, 325 

Hawaiian  Islamla . 

1, 280 

3, 097, 673 

14, 328. 404 

19. 146, 374 

Philippine  Islanda . 

90.033 

150, 359 

823, 233 

1.  110,  .'^63 

Tobacco,  leaf  (Tabaco  en  raiiia;  Tabaco  ein  folha; 

Tabac  en  fevillce)  ■. 

Mexico . 

i  64, 227 

5,144 

201,278 

27, 492 

Cuba . 

1  205. 084 

350, 631 

1,882,006 

4, 725, 770 

Wooil,  mahogany  (Caofco;  Mogno;  Acajou): 

Central  America . 

35.  iVig 

35.661 

146. 378 

2.52, 509 

Mexico . 

'  68. 209 

35,612  , 

214.887 

323, 193 

Cuba . 

1 . 

1 . 

8. 015  1 

033 

35,241 

49.  496 
10,921 

Wiml  (Loim;  Ln;  Laine): 

! 

South  America— 

Cla.sg  1  (clothing) . 

22 

0.308 

534, 370 

479, 474 

Cla.sg  2  (combing) . 

19,029 

101 

Cliigg  3  (carpet) . 

1)57 

77,887 

759, 641 

439,  155 

EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 

Agricnltiiral  iiiiplenients  ilnutriitiirntnii  dt  aijrietd- 
tura;  ln»trum<‘ntoi  de  agrictdtura ;  itaehinet 
agricolet) : 

Central  America . 

Mexico . 

Santo  Domingo . 

Cuba . 

I’orto  Rico . : . 

Argentina . 

Brazil . 

Colombia . 

Other  South  America . 

Animala: 

Cattle  (tJanat/o  raei/no;  Oado:  Jirtail)  — 

Central  America . 

Mexico . . 

South  America . 


lloga  {CerdoH;  I'orcot;  i'oehnnn)— 
Mexico . 


Horaes  (Coliaiioa;  Cavallot;  Chrravx)— 

Central  America . . 

Mexico . 

.South  America . . 

Sheep  (Carncrojs;  ('arnrirot;  Mtivloii») — 

Mexico . . 

South  America . . 


93. 326 

9146  ' 

17, 390 

28,335  1 

50 

129 

15,559 
497 
:i97, 8.50 

435,  .505 

983  1 

627  1 
100  1 
75, 243 

36. 171 

400 

13  490 

6,945 

1,766 

1 

ir* 

1  1 

1  2,530  1 

2. 020 
11,801 

1  6,  (Via 

173 

2, 857 
875 

250, 

982  1 

95,290 

95,797 

116,  131 

234,669 

354 

744 

2,550 

79. 228 

426 

4,:182 

8a5,  511 

1.665. 214 

18,8:18 

25, 245 

3, 895 

577 

224. 027 

1 

.  242. 486 

2,  16.5 

565 

66,127 

97,086 

6,903  ^ 

2.  .180 

4,  733 

67,  755 

10, 915 

1.758 

69.  Il'iO  ' 

fig.  260 

2, 02:1 

2,730 

8, 8iri 

3, 210 

8,253  1 

6,787 
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EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE— Continm-.I. 


Artii'loa  and  countries. 


Books,  maps,  eugravinKS,  etc.  {Lxbrot.  '  ipat,  ijra- 
liado$,  fte.;  Lxtrut,  iiia/>pat,  gravuraii,ete.;  Lxvre4. 
carten  <le geo^raphie,  graviiret,  etc.): 

t  'entral  Amencii  . 

. . 

Santo  Dominitu  . . 

Cuba . 

Porto  Rico . 

ArKeutinu .  . 

Brazil . 

Colombia . 

Other  South  America . 

BreadstulTs: 

Corn  {ilalz;  Mxlho;  Ma'xt) — 

Central  America . 

Hexicn . 

Santo  Domingo . 

Cuba . 

Porto  Rico . 

South  America . 

Wheat  flour  (Harina  tie  trxgo;  Farina  de  trigo; 

Farinc  de  hie) — 

Central  America . 

Mexico . 

Santo  Domingo . 

Cuba . 

Porto  Rico . . . 

Brazil . 

(,'olombia  . . 

Other  South  .Vmerica . ' 

Wlieat  {Trigo;  Trigo ;  Jlle)—  | 

Central  America... . 

South  America . { 

(Carriages,  cars,  etc.,  and  parts  of  {Camiagi i,  earroe  ' 
y  tue  qcereorioe;  Vamiagene,  earroe  e  yartee  de 
earroe;  Voituree,  iragont  et  leu  re  parti’ e):  ' 

Central  America . : 

Mexico . ^ 

.Santo  Domingo . 

Cuba  . . I 

Porto  Rico . 

Argentina . 

Brazil . 

Colombia . . 

Other  South  America . ^ 

Cycles  and  yarta  of  {Fieieloe  y  me  aerreorioe;  Jliry-  '• 
cloe e  aeeeeeorioe;  BicyeUttreetleure parties): 

Central  .Vmerica . 

Mexico . 

Santo  Domingo . 

Culm . 

Porto  Rico . 

Argentina . 

Brazil . 

Colombia . 

Other  South  .Vmerica . 

Clocks  and  watches  {Krloje*  de  pared  y  deboleillo;  ' 
Rrloyioe  de  parede  e  ae  boleo;  Fendulee  et  inon-  ' 
tree) : 

Central  America . 

Mexico . 

Argentina . 

Brazil . 

Other  South  America . 

Coal  (Carfciln;  t'arrao;  Cbarbon):  ' 

Central  America . . . 

Mexii . 

Santo  Ibnuingo . 

Culm . 

Porto  Rico . 

Brazil . 

(.'olombiu . 

Other  Soiitli  America . 

Bull,  No.  fi - 0 


September-  ^  ine  months  ending 

N'ptember — 


18»8.  189t). 


9I.U44 

9957 

5,989 

9,922 

4 

16 

2,729 

4,250  1 

957  ' 

501  1 

1,803  ' 

1,958 

4, 197 

11,068  1 

507 

4, 127  ! 

4,516  ' 

2,  484 

2,060 

2, 140 

724 

5, 675  1 

9,861 

ifl,  W  ! 

1,570  1 
1 

22, 435 

86.  365 

42. 705 

7,501 

15,865 

898  , 

7,5:)i  1 

121,425 

134.  396 

.59.  267  i 

36,  .512  ! 

258,792  . 

118, 138 

20,741 

19. 298 

125, 404 

89, 987 

6,923  ' 

44  ! 

1 

719 

i 

1,904  1 

I 

1,301 

45, 409 

63,  .539 

;i4i 

384 

16, 129 

16 

425 

28,280 

33,402 

19,096 

44.347  1 

1,184 

i  2. 1.52 

1,768 

'  11. 179  1 

1 

.585 

i 

324  , 

5,735 

2,830  1 

61 

UJUV2  ■ 

124 

77 

8,579 

31,756 

5, 879 

zwa 

5o;i 

682 

2, 142 

8,045 

1 

66 

!  1 

195  1 

1,419 

2,934  1 

364  1 

6, 103 

'  .5,  ItHt  1 

6,436 

5,  294  ' 

1,094 

1,441 

76.  4.53 

108,  8;i2 

1.198 

338  1 

62, 268 

.56.  9sU 

8.  117  1 

.55.618 

3.9;ifl 

184 

2H, 

i  7,420  ' 

1898.  I  1899. 


92:<,  148 

$40, 617 

61, 2:17 

57, 769 

858 

7, 314 

5,534 

51,005 

1,322 

14,442 

18. 033 

19, 256 

36, 651 

35, 2<.ll 

7,  .564 

37, 440 

37, 255 

48, 891 

45,  820 

28. 724 

O.OSI 

lft>,  478 

63 

315 

237, 152 

337,958 

I  251 

14.3:19 

42, 478 

942, 090 

655,201 

71.630 

119,497 

147,810 

103,504 

946. 001 

1,520,071 

256.  843 

407, 573 

2, 2:19, 779 

1,959,627 

290,066 

342, 705 

1, 147,640 

1,214,833 

32, 855 

13.  IM4 

385, 777 

69,318 

36,638 

14.812 

20«i,  959 

,  657. 248 

10,  671 

1  11.755 

19,561 

112,7:19 

1, 44.5 

1  8,671 

454.  505 

1  198, 174 

518.  400 

186, 328 

39.  249 

i:«.443 

66.965 

40.  376 

5.  ."Al 

4,143 

50. 951 

598 

298 

3.  406 

64.  ;>04 

1.3.54 

2,311 

79,0:11 

2:12, 518 

82,  040 

26,  :i93 

6.893 

6,790 

34,518 

49.938 

4. 148 

2,1442 

15, 18:1 

23,449 

22,966 

21,160 

3:4, 174 

41, 639 

65,177 

5:1. 844 

7, 7.54 

13. 394 

828, 127  1 

l,l«6,  995 

7.821 

6,874 

:i25,:t5i  , 

521, 161 

1.5. 098 

41. 101 

125.60.5 

98.  .585 

17.3:11 

49.  6<  6 

100.  619 

.53,  229 
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KXl'OliTS  OF  JKiMESTU:  MEUC'IIAXI)ISK-Coiitiiiiie<l. 


Artick'H  anil  <'<iiintriuH. 

Septemlier — 

1898.  1  1899. 

Nine  months  ending 
SeptemlH'r — 

1898.  j  1899. 

Coi'licr  ( Co6rc;  Cobre;  Cuicre): 

Moxico . 

♦6, 790 

♦27, 802 

♦259,358  1 

♦210, 307 

Cotton,  unmanufartiircd  (Abjodon  no  mant{factu- 

1 

rado;  Ahjoddo  ntlo  mantlfacturado;  Coton  non 

1 

manttftuhir^) : 

Mexico . 

54.  545 

12,378 

62:{,r»29  , 

428, 116 

Cotton  clothrt  (Ttjidox  de  algodnn;  Fazendat  de  algo- 

ddo;  ('oton  manufacture) : 

Central  America . 

64,504 

.  r»o,  02.5 

349,  469 

464,  744 

Mexico . . 

39, 541 

.51,0'28 

333,  763 

410. 198 

Santo  Domingo . 

6,224 

5,364 

111,523 

i:t8, 276 

Cuba . 

241 

57, 165 

6. 192  1 

617,8;t7 

Porto  Kico . 

143 

12,087  ! 

1,166 

227,1810 

Argentina . 

12,  725  1 

9,377  i 

121,530  1 

96.  424 

ISrazil . 

37,6,57 

21,, 523 

423,855 

315,512 

Colombia . i 

19, 773  1 

22, 787 

•205, 328 

305, 970 

other  South  America . ■ 

71,  576 

59, 976 

918, ‘296 

853, 062 

tVearing  apparel  {Ilopa  de  algoddn;  lluuiia  de  algo- 

ddo;  ^  etementu  en  eot*m) : 

Central  America . 

12, 845 

16.816 

ItU,  477 

•209,880 

Mexico . 

26,570  . 

38, 636 

278.  .WS 

^30,200 

Sauto  Domingo . 

1,299  1 

985 

15. 879 

13,870 

Cuba . . 

1, 169 

16, 222 

12, 0‘24 

146, 181 

Porto  Rieo . 

85 

7,898 

831 

39,  403 

Argentina . 1 

4. 05(i  1 

1,950  I 

32, 671 

38,257 

Brazil . ■ 

2,889 

1,,504  1 

32,  269 

23. 422 

Colombia . 

2,134 

3,165 

29,066 

32,223 

Other  South  America . 

5,017 

4.394 

31,316 

55, 647 

Fruits  and  nuts  (Frutae  v  nueeex;  Frutas  e  nozet; 

1 

I 

Fruits  rt  noisettes)  ■. 

1 

1 

X!entral  America . 

!  2,385 

1,720 

20,350 

19,  599 

Mexico . 

6,065 

4,964 

43,8a3  ' 

50,811 

Santo  Domingo . 

23 

56 

:tK2 

Cuba . 

4,942 

6.893 

17,447  1 

44, 699 

Porto  Kico . 

‘244 

511 

.531 

4  4.58 

Argentina . 

155 

289 

6,584 

14,  .566 

Brazil . 

1,3I>4 

407 

6,416 

7,049 

Colombia . 

:i5G 

‘225 

5,  397 

6.744 

Other  South  America . 

1,672 

891 

1-2, 134 

13,594 

Hides  and  skins  tCueros  y  yieles;  Couros  e  yelles; 

i 

Cuirs  et  peatix) : 

1 

Mexico . 

210 

2,209 

2,084 

Instruments: 

Electric  and  scientiflc  apparatus  (Aparatos  elec- 

tricoiy  cientijicos!  Ajiparelkos  electricot e ieifn- 

tificos;  Appareils  electrigves  et seientifigues) — 

Central  America . 

10, 705 

.5. 028 

.54,538 

49,104 

Mexico . 

,  7, 323 

31,328 

2‘24. 409 

369. 663 

Argentina . 

;  32, 140 

27, 308 

129, 

218, ‘213 

Brazil . 

13.121 

48,857 

5:1.  ‘265 

114,5X5 

Other  South  America . 

0, 197 

11,141 

80,833 

98, 818 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Steel  railn  f/«ace#*o;  Tnlhosdea^o;  Rails 

d'aeier)  — 

i  18, 475 

tJentral  America . 

1  7,124 

17,734 

Mexico . 

32, 986 

!  ‘29, 748 

539, 020 

340,812 

South  America . 

31, 210 

1‘2,  115 

292,  613 

KK:,  ‘291 

Builders'  lianlware,  and  saws  and  to<ds  (Materia- 

1 

les  de  metal  para  conslruceidn,  sierras  y  herra- 

1 

! 

rnientas;  Ferragens.serras  e  ferramentas;  Ma- 

teriaux  de  construction  en  fer  et  acier,  eeies  et 

i 

outils)— 

Central  America . 

6,  3:12 

5.  473 

.50. 043 

65. 013 

Mexico . 

21,414 

26, 056 

2M9.218 

333,641 

Santo  Domingo . . 

10 

.560 

8, 847 

7,013 

Cuba . 

9.  403 

:i7,  .592 

34.797 

313,822 

I'orto  Itieo . . 

688 

1.  026 

4, 387 

•2:1.  471 

Argentina . 

20, 9DH 

17,782 

i;i8,444 

191,814 

Brazil . , . 

;  '20. 325 

21.. 587 

135,  496 

Colombia . 

'  7,317 

6,614 

rO.  361 

78,994 

tuber  South  America . 

8.319 

‘28, 4‘22 

140,363 

19-2, 109 

BUREAU  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


667 


EXPOUTS  OF  l)OME.STIC  MERCH AXDISE— (•.mtinm-a. 


Artk'U'x  anil  countries. 

Soptombor — 

Nine  luoDtliH  euding 
September — 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

Iron  anil  stMl,  manafirturrH  of— Continueil. 

Scwiu>;iuai'liines  anil  iiarts  of  (Jfiii/utna*  de  eoter 

1/  aeceioriof;  ilachinan  de  eoeer  e  aecestoriot; 

Jlachinre  a  eoudre  et  leiirt  parties)— 

Central  America . 

r-’.  152 

$2,280 

$17, 406 

$15,973 

Mexico . 

7, 4U1 

18,261 

157,  946 

222,941 

Santo  IliilDiiiKo . 

63 

14 

1,347 

1,369 

Culiu . 

252 

8, 082 

279 

32.59:1 

194 

16,794 

1.050 

64,561 

3.875 
135, 9:18 

Ar;'entiuu . 

9,608 

Brazil . 

4,639 

4,6:18 

72,111 

100, 167 

<  'olotubui . 

7,204 

928 

54,742 

38.999 

OtUer  South  America . 

3,689 

8, 242 

79,809 

100, 421 

Tjpi'wrlting  macliinca  anil  iiarts  of  (Jtd'/uinas  de 
escribir  y  aceesurius;  ilaehiitas  de  eKerilnr  i 
accessorios;  Machines  a  eciire  et  lettrs  parties) — 

Central  America . 

25.1 

140 

1.121 

1,353 

Mexico . 

725 

5,107 

24, 377 

44,536 

187 

21,321 

Cuba . 

12:1 

2, 355 

910 

Argentina . 

2. 777 

8.231 

20,652 

33,250 

iSrazil . 

75 

1, 427 

3. 624 

6. 645 

Colombia . 

43 

2.33 

1,904 

2,  :f71 

Other  South  America .  . 

1,633 

1,389 

11, 072 

21, 673 

Leather,  nt  her  than  Hole  ( Cuero.  UMinto  del  de  stielo; 

Couro  nao  para  sulas;  Cuirs,  autres  nue  pour 
seinelles) : 

Central  America . 

'  .564 

1,059 

4,714 

9.819 

Mexico . 

708 

4, 109 

5. 215 

17,067 

1,057 

Ciilia . 

iis 

4,058 

1, 742 

24;  305 

Porto  Rico . 

496 

734 

1,198 

7,528 

Argentina . 

1,433 

4, 427 

13, 620 

40. 677 

495 

6,003 

41,287 

55,058 

2,445 
12. 204 

3,191 
31, 705 

Uthcr  South  America . 

1,053 

1,614 

Boots  ami  ahnoH  (Cnlrado;  Ca^adns;  Chaussures) : 

Central  America  . 

6,191 

16, 437 

54,561 

93, 427 

Mexico . . . 

7,138 

28.  741 

73, 9.54 

235, 621 

Colombia . . 

1,078 

2,779 

27, 259 

30,g:i3 

other  South  America . 

Xaral  stores: 

2,378 

1.413 

27, 651 

18,168 

Rosin,  tar,  etc.  (ffesina  y  ahiuitrdu;  Resina  e 
aleatrdo;  Resinr  et  youdron) — 

Central  America . 

640 

1,584 

13,417 

11,416 

Mexico . 

571 

590 

7, 395 

7,698 

Santo  Domingo . 

138 

3,294 

3,092 

Culm . 

1,595 

1,199 

4, 181 

10,251 

321 

778 

Argentina . 

1, 025 

4.560 

59. 674 

71,882 

Brazil . 

18,445 

17, 925 

129.647 

168, 440 

Colombia . 

241 

1.927 

9. 512 

9, 472 

Other  South  America . 

1,274 

8,130 

58,253 

51,462 

Turpontinp,  BpiritH  of  (.ftjM/arni*;  Aij^ta-raz;  Teri- 
oenthine)^ 

Central  America . . . 

408 

489 

2,406 

•  3. 779 

Mexico . 

373 

107 

3,320 

3.465 

.Santo  Domingo . 

25 

55 

360 

440 

Ciilia . . . 

2,297 

4, 6:12 

8.092 

41,841 

Porto  Rieo . 

166 

425 

749 

4,257 

Argentina . 

2,7:14 

14,891 

105,007 

60. 4:10 

Brazil  . 

1,560 

6.601 

55,860 

51.344 

Colombia . . . . . 

337 

337 

3,601 

5.141 

Other  South  America . 

519 

10, 312 

50,850 

52,306 

Oils,  mineral,  rniile(.tc«7r* minerals*,  ervdos;  (Heos 
minercus,  erits ;  Hailes  tninerales.  brutes) : 

29,593 

12.963 

210. 758 

355,684 
181, 6U 

(hiba . 

32,200 

98. 605 

Porto  Rico . 

19, 477 

12,512 

668 
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Arti<.'l('.4  aud  cuiiiitriea. 


I  September— 

>  1898.  1899. 


Oils,  mineral,  retine<l  or  maqufaetnred  (Aceitc# 
mineralet  rejinadus  /i  manufacturadnn ;  Oleot 
minerafg,  rrfinados  u  iiianu/actiiradon;  lluiUt 
mineralet,  raffineet  ou  mamifaeturhn) : 

Central  America . . 

Mexico . 

Santo  Domingo . 

Cuba . 

I’orto  Uico . 

Argentina  . 

Ilrazil . 

Colombia . 

Other  South  America . 


♦11,072  ' 

♦9.  .5‘27 

7, 213  1 

12. 444 

443  ' 

11,546 

6,697 

3.502 

0,372 

1,773 

71, -299 

1  130, 561 

98, 246 

156, 089 

4,013 

1  11,234 

10, 6-22 

109,  406 

Oila,  vegetable  (Aeeitc*  vegetaUe;  fHeut  regetaet; 
lluiUt  vegHalet) : 

Central  America . 

Mexico . 

Santo  Domingo . 

Culm . 

Argentina . 

ISra/.il . 

Other  South  America . 


Ill 
27,261 
337 
282 
9U3 
11, 165 
4,961 


515 
47, 655 
3,  tHjtj 
2, 299 
1, 935 
15, 678 
15, 431 


raratliu  and  paratliu  wax  (I'arajtna  y  cera  de  para- 
jina;  Parajina  e  cera  de  parajtma;  I’arajine  et 
eire  de  eelte  mbstance) :  | 

Central  America . 

Mexico . 

lira/.il . I 

Other  South  America . 


4,022 
9,002 
1, 442 


862  ; 
28.888 
666  , 
2,788  I 


ProTiKionK,  eoniprixine  meat  and  dairy  produrta: 
Heel', canned  {i'ame  de  vaca  en  lalat;  Came  de  I 
vacca  em  latas !  Hiru/ conterc^)— 


Central  America . '  1,304; 

Mexho .  1,894 

Santo  Domingo . ^ . 

Cuba . . . ‘  2,55 

Argentina . . 

Ilrazil . !  962 

Colombia . 515 

( Itiier  South  America .  319 


1,391 
1, 235 
10 
230 


2,767 

473 

1,616 


Beet',  Halted  or  pickleil  (Came  de  taea,talada  o  en 
talmxtera;  Came  de  caeca,  talyada  on  eni  tal- 
moxira;  lieenf,  sale  ou  en  tanmnre)— 

Central  America . 

ilexho . 

Santo  Uoniingo . 

Cuba . 

Porto  Kieo . 

Brazil . . 

Colombia . 

Other  S<tuth  America . 


3.271 


2,568 

31 

476 

682 

14,020 


3,621  I 
800  ! 
673  I 
1,070 
50  ' 
.■l2 
969 
19,793 


Tallon  (Seho;  Sebo;  Snif) — 

Central  America . . 

Mexico . 

Santo  Dotiiiiigo . 

Cuba  . . 

Porto  Kico . 

Brazil . 

('olombia . 

Other'Soiitb  America . 

Bacon  1 7V;cioo;  Toxtcinho;  Jjard/umit— 

Central  Atnerica . 

Mexii-o _ '. ...  . 

Santo  Domingo . 

Cuba . 

Porto  Jlico . 

Brazil . 

(‘olombia . 

Other  .South  .\merica . 

Ilamn  iJatnonm;  J'lesunto;  Jambons) — 

Central  .liiierica  . . 

blexh'o . 

.Santo  Domingo . . 

('iiba . . 


6,746 

1,797 

4,499 

4,483 

1,4-26 

1,447 

15:1 

731 

l,W2l 

769 

2,605 

560 

7,850 

1,754 

1,839 

972 

2.797 

xw 

48, 104 

85, 1-28 

7,064 

3, 135 

74, 357 

1-2,  399 

95 

33 

919 

804 

•2.491  1 

1,784 

3,  104 

3,748 

. 1 

414 

4«>0  ! 

51,702 

Nino  montha  ending 
September— 


1898. 


1899. 


189,951 
121,787 
33,096 
32, 998 


4d06.,57C 
1,58, 013 
29.  8-26 
90. 038 


16, ‘204 
73‘2,  058 
1,111,987 
83. 3;i5 
750, 457 


41.775 
784. 121 
1,150. 678 
103.712 
894. 891 


2,402  !  4,073 

246,604  431,477 

•25,828  ,  •22,7‘2;i 

1. 190  :  28,014 

9,  -259  30.  toil 

174,  (i87  '  156, 139 

81,404  I  95,523 


21,6;!9  : 
110,850 
8, 842 
5,115  I 


16,916 
11,160 
•20 
5, 103 
505 
19, 678 
4,097 
9,931  I 


27,9.57  I 
190  ' 
2.  '.8J9 
9. 367 
171 
1,405 
9, 853 
134,013 

73,447  I 
17,751  I 

16,018  I 
II,  (‘41  I 
176 
6,356 
7,;mi 
17, 183 


12. 143 
8. 7r« 
1.9‘22  1 
448.621 
‘28.064 
333.  (r29  I 
773  I 
15,714 


21,554 
191, 791 
9,173 
8.152 


15.958 

15,901 

98 

11,013 
1,484 
12,827 
5, -229 
13,744 


29,105 
1,794 
4,680 
20,875 
1,414 
l,-26j 
13, 372 
1‘24,928 


68. 808 
•22, 672 
14,517 
2,129 
319 
22. 419 
15,980 
36, ‘393 


14. 915 
16. 457 
1,7-25 
711,865 
5.5. 879 
I57,:t91 
1,517 
11,616 


18, -287  18,701 

•20,7;i3  -2.5,474 

.5,418  4,919 

2-20,  107  .560, 199 


^ - 
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KXPOKTSnF  DOMESTIC  MEIUMIANDISE-Continuoil. 

Sentemlier  montlig  cudiiig  ■ 

septemner-  September-  ■ 

1 

1 

1898.  1 

1899.  1898. 

1899. 

rroTUlnns.  romprUinic  mrat  and  dairy  produrta— 

t'uiitiiiiifd. 

Uaiii!*  {.Jamonti;  Presunto;  Jambons)—Conx’A.  i 

Porto  Kit'o . { 

$3.3U1 

64,203  $14,679  1 

$18. 397 

Brazil . 1 

G55  . 

561  3, 317  ! 

2,710 

(^donibia . | 

973 

827  10,270 

13.264 

Other  Siiuth  America . . 

6,181 

3, 946  50. 306 

63,688 

Pork  (f'ar/i*  rfr  y)urreo;  Came  de  poreo/  Pore)— 

Central  America . 

5, 546 

3.  837  60, 458 

49,347 

tianto  Dvmiiigu . 

300 

1, 387  5, 550 

5,071 

Cuba . 

2,UtU 

12,925  11,669 

59, 569 

Porto  Kiel) . 

25,686 

8,532  101,041 

140,971 

Brazil . 

73 

93  4,211 

3,001 

t'olonibia . 

5U8 

630  6. 739 

28,605 

Ollier  South  America . 

11,844 

16. 560  160, 207 

146,128 

Lard  (JIantera;  Jlanha;  Saindoux)— 

i 

Central  America . 

10,115 

13, 785  136,  761 

132,  757 

Mexico . . 

14.3UU 

40, 454  100. 482 

209, 076 

Santo  Domingo . 

298 

3,064  ,  27,976 

19,608 

Cuba . 

90,  :t03 

113,520  812,034 

1, 350, 696 

Porto  Uico  . 

46, 746 

8, 730  142  566 

180, 127 

Argi'iitiiia . 

54 

81  2, 971 

3,382 

Brazil . 

.  112,197 

74, 955  764, 281 

788,289 

Coloiiibia . 

5, 729 

9.811  72.008 

104, 332 

Other  South  America . 

39,643 

55,050  487,235 

567, 454 

Oleo  and  oleomargarine  (Grata  y  oleomargarina ; 

Olro  f  olenmargarina ;  Oteo  et  oleomargarine)— 

Central  America . . 

119 

547  1,310 

3,012 

Mexico . .’ 

49 

108  1,009 

727 

t/olonibia . 

710 

2,  329  6. 948 

10, 015 

Other  South  America . 

1.476 

6:n  9. 490 

22,142 

Butter  (.I/nnlrqui/Ia;  Manteiga;  Bevrre)— 

Central  America . . . 

4,261 

3, 261  35, 551 

35, 747 

Mexico . . 

3,  038 

3,  710  3.5,  079 

37, 80:i 

Santo  Domingo . 

384  8. 767 

5,990 

Cuba . 

2,  8!r2 

4,340  '  8.011 

85. 965 

Porto  Uico . 

707 

218  1. 196 

4,602 

Brazil . 

2,647 

23,  .'>06  71, 774 

168,  869 

Colombia . 

078 

1,088  1  11,602 

12. 289 

Otil'er  South  America . 

9,736 

3, 104  i  80, 927 

161, 610 

Cheeae  (IMieto;  IJiteijo;  Promage) — 

Central  America . 

1,554 

1, 181  13. 306 

13,140 

Mexu’o . 

1,077 

1,876  11,373 

17,344 

Santo  Domingo . 

42 

437  3,616 

3,466 

Cuba . 

3,6:14 

3. 180  17, 731 

.54. 479 

l‘ortu  . . 

4t>5 

1,315  1  1,567 

28, 046 

lirazil . 

.  75 

217 

Colombia . 

497 

447  6,925 

5  874 

Other  South  America . . . 

497 

1,466  11,597 

10, 741 

SofiU  (Semillai;  Sementet;  .Sentence): 

t.'eiilral  America . . . 

189 

101  4, 721 

3,915 

Mexico . 

505 

838  24.916 

11,982 

Santo  Domingo . 

62  361 

:i2l 

Cuba . 

1  i,2i5 

300  2. 121 

3, 5.53 

Porto  Uico . 

21 

81  21 

677 

Argt'ntina . 

1 . 

629  245 

11,409 

Brazil . 

95 

25  .540 

713 

1  'olonibia . 

1  KKI 

24  701 

1,103 

Other  South  America . 

!  48 

257  1,598 

Sugar,  rellued  (.tziicor  refinado;  Attucar  rejinado; 

Snere  rafine) : 

Central  America . . . 

1,963 

3,397  27,494 

17,541 

Mexico . . . 

58 

3,206  1  9,498 

,  54.5:^ 

89  970 

' 

Colombia  . . 

1,252 

1, 539  14. 078 

12. 977 

Toliacco,  uiimaniiracturiMl  (Tabaco  no  manu/aelu- 

railo;  Tnborti  urio  mann/acluradu;  Tabae  ngn 

1 

maimfartiire) : 

'  1 

Central  .Vnierica . 

579 

1  1,457  ;  18,308 

22,899 

Mexico . 

7,926 

13,467  1  9li.  768 

1  120. 0.50 

Argentina . 

6‘jo  i 

17. 992 

('oloinllia . 

215  '  6,  2.52 

4,  929 

other  South  America . 

5,731 

7, 294  73, 737 

79,  737 
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ArticloH  and  countries. 

Septemlier— 

Nine  nioiithM  enditi;; 
Si*i»tomber— 

j 

18‘t8.  i 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

Tobacco,  luaiiufactiirca  itf  {ilanti/aclHraii  de  tabaco; 

ilauMjaeturas  de  tabaco;  Tabac  faltrujiie) : 

1 

•  1 

Central  America . : 

$4. Ota 

ft.  449 

$43,001 

$41,297 

Mexico . 

79 

430 

24,  613  : 

14,817 

Cuba . 

C,Co.'>  1 

8,  180 

84,871 

155. 075 

Argentina . 

7W  ' 

2.  ir>i 
352 

1. 782 
550  ‘ 

8,129 

:i52 

5,259 

Coloml>ia . 

1,  <157 

34 

5.  :n4 

Other  .South  America . ; 

.‘t,  707 

1,088 

56,951 

50,544 

Wood,  unmanufactured  (Madera  no  manufacturado ; 

Madeira  ndo  maunfacturado;  JSoit  brut) : 

1 

Central  America . 

352 

1,222 

22. 257 

20.272 

Mexico . 

29,571 

1.062 

1,017 

615 

327,  :»09  ; 
12,683  1 

107, 083 
42.  328 
14, 251 
210 

Argentina . 

7i08tl  i 
75 

Colombia . . . 

4,131 

673 

25, 142 

15. 191 

Other  South  America . 

4U0 

10, 186 

20.903 

45,699 

Lnm1>er  (Jfadera.«;  Madeirat;  Iluit  de  coHStructiou) : 

Central  America . 

7,428 

2,841 

30, 731 

41.201 

Mexico . 

30,058 

103,  5:13 

575, 631 

746. 953 

Santo  Domiugo . 

931 

1, 868 

23, 9:10 

28,  642 

Cuba . . . 

34,  on 

3:1, 623 

149, 982 

695. 878 

I’orto  Itico . 

20 

10,204 

19, 224 

80, 4.58 

Argentina . . . 

71.131 

i  51.7:16 

683,  736 

741.008 

Kra/,il . . 

23,069 

1  60, 205 

453. 870 

337.947 

Colombia . 

3,086 

1  5, 77:1 

35. 619 

39  799 

Other  South  America . 

16, 720 

40, 449 

405,090 

472,  342 

Furnitiirt’*  Mohilia;  ^teubUf): 

Central  America . 

3,421 

3. 321 

32, 394 

26,609 

Mexico  ...* . 

17, 939 

1  25. 484 

1-27, 602 

226,110 

Santo  Domingo . 

72 

91 

6,097 

6. 272 

Cuba . 

951 

20,401 

11, 260 

i:i6,:i73 

I’orto  Kico . 

514 

3,748 

2, 970 

29. 462 

Argentina . 

4,635 

7,779 

41,487 

81.204 

Brazil . . . 

2, 59.7 

3, 259 

18,875 

27, 1:10 

Colombia . 

1,314 

1,202 

19,493 

2:1. 466 

Other  South  America . 

2,2:>4 

6,610 

54,410 

53,276 

EXPORTS  OF  MANUFACTURES. 

An  examination  of  the  export  figures  for  manufactured  articles  for 
the  month  of  September  demon.strates  the  fact  that  the  shipments  in 
this  branch  were  larger  in  value  than  during  any  month  of  1898,  and 
were  surpassed  by  only  four  months  of  1899.  The  total  volume  of  such 
exports  for  September  was  82o,02(),047  in  1898  and  831,37.3,204  in  1899, 
an  increase  of  more  than  80,350,000,  while  the  percentage  of  increase 
for  the  nine  mouths  ending  with  September  is  somewhat  larger.  How 
steadily  the  volume  of  exports  of  American  manufactured  goods  has 
moved  upward  from  month  to  month  is  indicateil  by  the  following  table, 
giving  the  figures  for  each  month  of  the  last  three  calendar  years: 


1897. 

1898. 

1899 

$20, 621, 179 

$22,998,808 

$2.5. 806, 870 

20, 248.  '.mo 

21,048. 6:11 

24.4811. 86U 

25, 876,  861 

28, 214,  450 

:i6. 025. 733 

24. 014, 3.51 

25  992, 552 

33. 015.  970 

26.  4.58. 000 

27,031,700 

:i0.816  314 

25,873,997 

27. 216, 869 

31,812,775 

23, 602, 784 

2.5,98:1, 116 

29.932.0:U 

22,900,927 

'A5.80.5, 485 

34, 158, 777 

22, 74'J.  114 

25. 020.  047 

31. 373. 264 

22  247,  it98 

25,416.046 

21, 688, 204 

20. 471,131 

23, 370, 317 

28.283,688 

279, 852, 721 

307,924,994  . 

January... 
February  .. 

March . 

April . 

May . 

June . . 

July . 

Augnat  ... 
.Septenilter. 
OeUiber ... 
November. 
Decemln-r . 
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The.se  figures  indicate  total  exjwrts  of  nianafa(;tiired  goods  for  the 
calendar  year  to  the  simount  of  $370,000,000,  and  perhaps  $375,000,000. 
The  total  exports  of  manufactures  of  iron  and  steel  for  the  nine  months 
ending  with  September  show  an  increase  from  $59,990,605  in  1898  to 
$76,567,4.38  in  1899,  or  in  increase  within  two  years  of  nearly  70  per 
cent.  This  improvement  has  occurre<l  in  spite  of  losses  in  a  few  items, 
notably  bicycles,  the  trade  of  which  seems  to  have  pas.sed  its  zenith, 
as  since  1897  there  has  been  a  steady  decline  in  values  exported. 

The  movement  of  steel  rails  has  declined  materially  in  respect  to 
British  North  America,  but  Asia  and  Australasia  show  an  increase  from 
$376,087  in  1898  to  $1,372,966  in  1899,  a  part  of  this  increase  being  no 
doubt  due  to  the  construction  of  the  trans-Siberian  railroad  and  the 
great  railway  activity  in  the  Chinese  Empire.  The  advance  in  exports 
of  textile  fibers  for  the  nine  months  is  chiefly  under  the  heatl  of  twine, 
where  the  value  for  nine  months  of  1898  was  $996,097,  and  for  the 
same  period  of  1899,  $1,800,277. 

STEAMERS  FOR  SOUTH  AMERICAN  TRADE. 

As  an  addition  to  W.  R.  Grace  &  Co.’s  fleet,  engaged  in  the  west- 
coast  trade  of  South  America,  the  Cuzco,  a  steel  steamship  of  7,000 
tons  displacement,  was  launched  recently  at  Yorker,  near  Glasgow,  on 
the  Clyde.  The  dimensions  are:  Length, 375  feet;  beam,  50  feet;  depth 
of  hohl,  28  feet  8  inches;  with  a  tonnage  of  4,350  gross  and  2,720  net. 
The  steamer  has  triple-expansion  engines  and  forced  draft.  A  sister 
ship  is  being  constructed  on  the  Tyne,  which  will  be  known  as  the 
Cumbal,  whose  completion  is  anticipated  about  the  first  of  the  year 
1900.  The  freight  offered  in  the  United  States  for  the  west  coast  of 
South  and  Central  America  is  now  plentiful,  and  the  company  is  anxious 
for  the  arrival  of  these  vessels  in  order  to  add  them  to  the  fleet  of  the 
Merchants’  Line. 

INTERNATIONAL  COMMERCIAL  CONGRESS  RESOLUTIONS. 

Among  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  International  Commercial 
Congress,  sitting  at  Philadelphia  between  October  14  and  October  31, 
inclusive,  were  the  following: 

“Whereas  it  has  been  demonstrated  in  various  foreign  countries  that 
the  parcel-post  system  is  one  that  is  of  incalculable  advantage  to  the 
respective  countries ;  and 

“Whereas  by  means  of  the  parcel-post  a  far  more  direct  and  effective 
means  of  introducing  samples  of  commerce  can  be  established  in  the 
countries  of  the  world ;  and 

“Whereas  this  International  Commercial  Congress  is  primarily  for 
the  purimse  of  suggesting  such  matters  as  will  tend  to  further  the 
mutual  commercial  interests  of  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries: 
Tlierefore  be  it 

KcHolred,  That  we,  the  International  Commercial  Congress,  do  recom- 
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ruciul  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  all  other  governments 
not  now  ])Ossessing  a  parcel-imst  system  be  requested  to  establish  such 
a  system. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  most  desirable  that,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
trade  statistics  of  all  countries  should  be  assimilated  for  all  i)urposes 
of  accurate  comparison,  and  that  this  Congress  place  this  resolution 
before  the  Government  of  the  United  States  with  a  view  to  any  action 
which  may  bo  found  possible  by  consultation  with  foreign  governments 
to  obtain  such  assimilation  of  statistical  returns. 

'•'‘Resolved,  That  the  International  Commercial  Congress  in  session 
a'^sembled  requests  the  United  States  Government  and  other  nations 
to  consider  the  subject  of  establishment  by  the  commercial  nations  of 
the  world  of  an  International  Bureau,  for  the  collection  and  dissemina¬ 
tion  of  the  agricultural  reports  of  said  nations  as  to  their  cereals,  with 
a  view  of  securing  the  widest  and  promptest  international  circulation 
of  said  reports. 

''Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  that  the  reciprocal 
commercial  relations  of  the  world  would  be  vastly  promoted  and  facil¬ 
itated  by  the  creation  in  each  country  of  an  International  Bureau  of 
Commercial  Information,  all  organized  and  to  operate  on  practically 
uniform  lines  as  initiated  by  the  Philadelphia  Museum,  or  as  imiy  be 
mutually  agreed  upon;  all  to  interchange  all  data  and  information,  and 
otherwise  maintain  reciprocal  relations;  all  to  take  up  commercial  mat¬ 
ters  of  national  and  international  scoi)e,  and  all  conjointly  to  act  as  an 
International  Board  of  Commerce.” 

“Whereas  the  economic  advantages  of  an  Isthmian  Canal  would 
be  of  supreme  importance  to  the  commerce  of  the  world  from  an  indus¬ 
trial  and  economic  standpoint;  and 

“Whereas  its  utility  and  cost  have  been  under  consideration  for 
many  years,  and  there  is  thought  to  be  no  reasonable  doubt  either  as 
to  its  practicability  or  expediency,  be  the  cost  what  it  may:  Therefore 
be  it 

"Resolved,  That  the  International  Commercial  Congress  heartily 
indorses  and  urges  the  construction  of  an  interoceanic  canal  on  the 
Western  Hemisphere  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment.” 

NEW  STEAMSHIP  LINE  ON  THE  WEST  COAST. 

The  first  steamer  of  the  Kosmos  Line,  referred  to  in  the  October  Bul¬ 
letin,  was  advertised  to  leave  Valparaiso  on  October  26  and  reach 
San  Franci.sco  about  December  10.  This  vessel  will  inaugurate  the  new 
line  which  is  to  compete  with  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  on 
the  western  coa.st  of  Mexico  and  Central  America.  The  vessels  of  the 
new  line  will  carry  on  a  fast  regular  monthly  service  from  Hamburg, 
Antwerp,  Genoa,  and  London  to  San  Francisco,  touching  at  the  princi¬ 
pal  ports  on  the  west  co<ast  of  South  America,  Central  America,  and 
Mexico.  The  steamers  are  new  and  fast,  their  names,  tonnage,  and 
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sailings,  as  far  as  advertise<l,  being  as  t()llows:  Tanis,  5,000  tons,  leaves 
Valparaiso  October  25;  Volumnia,  5,000  tons,  leaves  Uainburg  October 
14  and  Antwerp  October  21;  Ammon,  6,800  tons,  leaves  Hamburg 
November  14,  via  Genoa,  Italy  (and  ])Ossibly  Cadiz),  November  25; 
Ilnthor,  5,0<K)  tons,  leaves  Hamburg  and  Antwerp  (date  not  known). 
The  San  Francisco  agents  of  the  company  are  J.  1).  Sprfa'KELS  & 
Bros.  Co.,  327  Market  street. 

“El  Kconomista  Mcxicana,’’  referring  to  the  company,  states  that  the 
speed  of  its  vessels  will  place  Mazatlan  within  three  and  a  half  days 
of  San  Frajuasco. 


URUGUAY.’ 

TRADE  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

Sefior  Don  Pbitdencio  de  Murouiondo,  Consul-General  of  the 
Oriental  liepublic  of  Uruguay  and  Delegate  of  his  country  to  the 
International  (’ommercial  Congress  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  30th  day 
of  last  month  delivered  a  very  interesting  address,  from  which  the 
following  is  extracted : 

“The  value  of  the  imiwrts  from  Uruguay  into  the  United  States  for 
the  last  six  months  of  1898  was  $593,041.73,  and  in  the  first  six  months 
of  1899  amounted  to  $1,198,585.28,  an  increase  of  $604,940.55 — and  not 
one  bale  of  wool  imported.  Among  the  articles  thus  imi)orted  hides 
and  Jerked  beef  occupy  a  very  prominent  place.  The  exiwrts  from 
the  United  States  to  Uruguay  have  al.so  increased,  for  in  1898  they 
amounted  to  $1,. ‘146,816.15  and  for  1897  only  $1,113,565.07,  an  increase 
of  $233,251.08.  The  exports  from  January  1  to  Juno  30  of  this  year 
had  a  value  of  $628,202.42,  but  the  remaining  six  months  of  1899  will 
show  a  corresponding  increase  over  1898.” 

Senor  Murouiondo  drew  a  comparison  between  the  imports  into 
Uruguay  during  the  five  years  from  1894  to  1898,  from  the  United 
States  and  other  countries  of  the  world,  with  the  follow’ing  result; 
From  the  United  States,  $6,794,187.08;  from  the  other  countries, 
$112,217,812.92.  Keferring  to  the  financial  situation  of  his  country, 
Senor  Murouiondo  stated  that  Uruguay  is  on  a  gold  basis,  and  that 
the  Bepnblic  ])aya  the  interest  on  its  debt  with  regularity.  He  also 
stated  that  its  money  standard  is  higher  than  any  other  nation,  and 
that  a  double  eagle  of  the  United  States — a  $20  piece — is  worth  in 
Uruguayan  money  $19.32.  There  are  in  Uruguay  several  banks  with 
large  capital.  Sefior  Mitriiuiondo  refeiTed  to  the  great  mineral  wealth 
of  his  country,  and  mentioned  a  mine  now  being  worked,  belonging  to 
French  capitalists,  which  promises  to  yield  as  much  gold  as  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  best  mines  of  California. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Consul  (leneral,  what  is  principally  needed  to 
increase  the  trade  lietween  the  United  States  and  Uruguay  is  the 
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establisliinent  ot’g(K)d  limis  of  steamers  equal  to  those  of  the  “Houston 
Line”  and  even  of  greater  8i>eed.  The  works  on  the  jmrt  of  MontevidiH) 
will  cost  about  $lo,(MH),0(K)  gold,  and  will  make  of  that  bejiutiful  city 
one  of  the  first  imrts  of  America.  The  plans  for  the  said  works  are  all 
ready,  llefore  finishing  his  adtlress  Senor  Murguiondo  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  a  matter  of  general  interest,  the  stamping  out  of  yellow  fever  in 
Central  American,  and  South  American  and  West  Indian  imrts.  He 
said  that  this  has  practically  been  done  in  Cuba,  which  has  been  fur 
many  years  the  cradle  of  this  epidemic  in  the  West  Indies.  In  this 
regard  he  mentioned  an  impf»rtant  work  of  Surg.  Gen.  W.  Wymax, 
which  ti’eats  extensively  of  the  said  di.sease,  and  in  which  he  makes 
valuable  sugge.stion  as  to  the  niauner  of  destroying  the  germs  of  the 
same. 

The  address  of  Senor  Murguioxdo  was  listened  to  with  great 
attention. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE  RECEIPTS. 

The  Direccion-tTeneral  of  Statistics  of  the  Government  of  Uruguay 
has  just  published  the  returns  for  the  last  fiscal  year  (1898-9b).  From 
this  it  is  learned  that  the  total  customs  receipts  amounted  to  $9,734,641. 
Of  this  amount  $8,358,696  were  derived  from  imimrt  duties  and 
$1,375,945  from  export  duties. 

For  the  previous  fiscal  year  the  receipts  were  only  $9,567,649; 
$8,191,003  from  import  duties  and  $1,376,637  from  export  duties.  This 
indicated  but  a  slight  increase  for  the  ])eriod  under  comparison,  but  it 
is  sufficient,  however,  to  show  a  decided  improvement  and  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  healthy  condition  of  business. 

A  FRENCH  COMMERCIAL  MUSEUM  AT  MONTEVIDEO. 

The  French  ^linister  at  Montevideo  has  recently  informed  his  Gov¬ 
ernment  that  the  Spanish  colony  is  discussing  the  (juestion  of  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  a  commercial  mu.seum  in  that  city,  which  will  be  at  the  same 
time  a  sort  of  depository  for  merchandise  there.  It  is  said  that  stei)s 
have  also  been  taken  at  Buenos  Ayres  for  the  same  purpose.  In  the 
capital  of  Uruguay  a  place  has  already  been  especially  jireparcd. 

The  Minister  reports  the  regulations  of  the  institution  as  follows: 

Through  the  eflbrts  of  the  French  Chamber  of  (Commerce  a  museum 
(permanent  exposition  of  samples)  has  been  organized  in  connection 
with  the  School  of  Commerce.  This  museum  will  be  a  center  of  com¬ 
mercial  activity  which  will  facilitate  the  practical  teachings  of  the 
commercial  school.  The  working  and  management  of  the  museum  will 
be  in  the  simplest  form. 

(1)  The  samples  will  be  arranged  in  groups. 

(2)  In  giving  practical  instruction  the  teachers  and  students  of  the 
commercial  school  will  examine  and  classify  the  samples. 

(3)  There  will  be,  for  each  section  one  or  more  active  and  intelligent 
representatives  nominated  by  the  Legation  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Commercial  Chamber. 
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(4)  Tlieso  a^ronts  will  be  in  vuiiiinunicntion  with  the  iiuTehant.s,  inuii- 
nfacturers,  and  artists  interested. 

(~t)  These  representatives  shall  also  be  conversant  with  the  market 
and  receive  orders. 

ALCOHOL  MONOPOLY. 

Aiiiong  the  numerous  pn^jects  which  the  Truguayan  Government 
projMises  to  prest'iit  in  the  near  future  to  the  Legislative  Chamber  is 
one  for  the  reservation  to  the  State  of  the  monopoly  of  selling  alcohol. 
The  author  of  the  project  is  Sefior  Campistegui,  Minister  of  Finance, 
who  will  obtain  by  this  means,  it  is  confidentl}'  exi>ected,  an  increase 
in  revenue  to  the  extent  of  800,(X)0  piasters  at  least,  detluction  being 
made  of  all  the  expens<*s  of  administration  and  exploitation  in  the 
matter. 

Besides  the  economical  advantage  accruing  to  the  State  from  this 
proje<‘t  the  monoimly  would  also  insure  a  successful  issue  in  the  con¬ 
test  against  the  consumption  of  poisonous  alcohols,  which  are  at  jiresent 
placeil  on  the  market  by  unscrupulous  sjieculators. 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  propost‘d  monoimly  the  distilleries 
established  in  the  Itepublic  will  only  be  permitted  to  make  the  first 
distillation  and  may  not  sell  their  product  except  at  the  central  gaug¬ 
ing  establishment. 

After  the  promulgation  of  this  law  the  gradation  of  wines  from 
abroad  will  be  limited  to  13°  to  15°  C.,  and  an  alcoholic  excess  will  pay 
a  duty  more  or  less  advanced. 

MISCELLANEOUS  NOTES. 

The  Bureau  of  the  American  Itepublics  has  been  informed  that  by 
decree  of  the  Superior  Government  of  Uruguay  Sehor  Don  Jos6  J. 
ScHiAFFiNO  has  been  apiminted  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Deposit, 
Distribution,  and  International  Exchange  of  Publications,  to  .succeecl 
Senor  Don  Pedro  Ma.  EivIere,  who  has  been  transferred  to  the  chief 
clerkship  of  the  Ministry  of  War  and  Marine. 

The  Banco  Nsmional  of  Uruguay  is  negotiating  for  the  imrehase  of 
the  Oeste  Oriental  llailway. 


VENEZUELA. 

BOUNDARY  LINE  WITH  BRITISH  OUIANA. 

According  to  V'olume  11  of  the  “  Proceeilings  of  the  Arbitration 
between  the  Governments  of  Her  British  Majesty  and  the  United 
States  of  Venezuela,’’  the  boundary  line  between  Venezuela  and 
British  Guiana  is  as  follows: 

“Starting  fnnn  the  coast  at  Point  Playa  the  line  of  boundary  shall 
run  III  a  straight  line  to  the  River  Barinia  at  its  junction  with  the 
River  Mururuma,  and  thence  along  the  midstream  of  the  latter  river  to 
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its  souire,  and  from  that  point  to  the  Junction  of  tlie  Kiver  llalowa 
with  the  Ainakuni,  and  thence  along  the  midstream  of  the  Amaknru 
to  its  source  in  the  linataka  Itidge,  and  thence  in  a  southwesterly 
direction  along  the  highest  ridge  of  the  spur  of  the  linataka  Moun¬ 
tains  to  the  highest  point  of  the  main  range  of  such  linataka  Mountains 
oiiposite  to  the  source  of  the  Ilarima,  and  thence  along  the  summit  of 
the  main  ridge  inh  southeasterly  direction  of  the  Imataka  Mountains 
to  the  source  of  the  Acarabisi  to  the  (hiyuni,  and  thence  along  the 
northern  bank  of  the  lliver  Cuyuni  westward  to  its  junction  with  the 
Wenamu,  and  thence  following  the  midstream  of  the  Wenamu  to  its 
westernmost  source,  and  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  summit  of  Mount 
Boraima,  and  from  Blount  Koraima  to  the  source  of  the  Cotinga,  and 
along  the  midstream  of  that  river  to  its  junction  with  the  Takutu,  and 
thence  along  the  midstream  of  the  Takutu  to  its  source,  thence  in  a 
straight  line  to  the  westernmost  point  of  the  Akarai  Mountains,  and 
thence  along  the  ridge  of  the  Akarai  Mountains  to  the  source  of  the 
Corentin,  called  the  Outari  Biver.” 

The  discreiiaucy  between  this  delimitation  and  tliat  described  in  the 
Monthly  Bulletin  for  October,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  latter  was 
obtained  from  telegraphic  dispatches  rather  than  from  ollicial  reports. 

RESOURCES  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

The  Venezuelan  Consul-General,  resident  at  New  York,  ]Mr.  Antonio 
E.  Delfino,  read  an  interesting  pajier  before  the  International  ('ommer- 
cial  Congress  at  Philadelphia  at  its  thirteenth  day’s  session,  setting 
forth  many  valuable  features  of  the  resources  and  present  industries  of 
the  Bepublic.,  Mr.  Delfino’s  remarks  were  in  ]*art  as  follows: 

“Venezuela  is  situated  on  the  northern  coast  of  South  America  and 
has  an  area  twice  as  large  as  that  of  France.  Half  of  this  large  area, 
the  southern  part,  is  covereil  by  immense  forests  scarcely  yet  touched 
by  the  ax,  and  is  watered  by  many  navigable  rivers.  It  keeps  almost 
intact  its  hidden  treasures  of  gold,  quicksilver,  and  vanadium,  its 
luxuriant  vegetation  of  valuable  woods,  of  medicinal  jdants,  rubber 
trees,  and  textile  plants.  Some  of  its  smaller  rivers  and  natural  chan¬ 
nels  are  sometimes  impassable  on  account  of  thick  shoals  of  turtles, 
and  sometimes  great  flocks  of  herons,  arou.seil  by  the  rare  jiassage  of  a 
traveler,  take  tlieir  flight  and  darken  the  light  of  the  sun. 

“The  other  half,  or  the  northern  part,  is  equally  divided  into  agricul¬ 
tural  and  grazing  lands.  The  chief  export  jtroducts  of  Venezuela  are 
cotfees,  cocoa,  hides,  cattle,  rubber,  woods,  asphalt,  copper,  and  gold  in 
bars.  Exports  sum  up,  roughly  si>eaking,  to  about  $20,()(K),()(H>,  coffee 
rejiresenting  about  jier  cent  of  the  total  value.  This  amount  incr<*ase8 
or  decreases  according  to  the  oscillation  of  the  market  prices.  Imports 
do  not  reach  the  value  of  exjiorts,  but  an*,  always  fluctuating  according 
to  buying  power. 

“The  principal  market  of  N'enezuela  for  imports  or  ex]M)rts  is  the 


BUREAU  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


677 


United  States,  half  of  the  crops  being  shipi>ed  to  that  country,  and  the 
other  half  is  bought  by  France  and  Germany.  Venezuelan  cattle  are 
shipiK'd  to  the  West  Indies. 

“Venezuela  is  very  thinly  peopled  and  the  population  is  scattered 
along  the  northern  coast.  It  may  be  said  that  Venezuela  to-day  in 
agriculture,  in  forestry,  and  in  mining  has  its  wealth  still  unexploited 
or  undeveloped.  But  still,  apart  from  the  mines,  there  are  lines  on 
which  tra»le  could  be  carried  on  and  which  are  of  great  importance 
to  day  and  which  will  be  more  so  in  the  future. 

“The  <-attle  in  Venezuela  outnumber  the  population  many  times  and 
nature  kee|)s  a  large  part  of  the  country  tit  only  for  grazing  purposes. 

“The  overllowing  of  the  rivers  of  the  interior  during  the  rainy  sea¬ 
son  covers  immense  plains,  which,  as  soon  as  the  waters  .retire,  are 
clotl»e«l  with  the  best  pasturage.  The  rapidly  increasing  population  of 
the  United  States  and  the  conseciuent  diminution  of  its  grazing  terri¬ 
tory  will  force  it  to  look  abroad  for  its  beef  supply.  No  country  can 
offer  a  larger,  a  better,  and  a  nearer  supply  of  cattle  to  this  country 
than  Venezuela.  Its  coast  is  not  three  days  distant  from  New  Orleans, 
and  scarcely  six  from  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  with  steamers  of 
moderate  speed  in  direct  communication  with  those  cities.”  Mr.  Del- 
FiNO  called  the  attention  of  the  great  packing  industries  of  the  United 
States  and  of  Europe  to  the  facilities  that  Venezuela  offers  for  this 
trade.  “Puerto  Cabello,  Guanta,  and  Carenero  are  the  best  natural 
ports  for  shipping  that  can  be  imagined.  It  is  from  these  ports  that 
Cuba  is  supplied  with  cattle.  The  native  race  of  cattle  is  hardy,  and 
as  oxen  for  working  in  a  tropical  country  they  have  not  their  equals. 
The  nearness  of  Venezuela  makes  possible  the  export  not  only  of  cattle 
on  the  hoof  but  also  of  dressed  beef.”  The  Consul-General  is  of  the  opin¬ 
ion  that  a  few  years  will  see  the  establishment  of  a  great  packing  house 
near  one  of  the  above-mentioned  seajmrts  that  will  supply  the  West 
Indies  and  the  southern  coast  of  the  United  States  with  dressed  beef, 
just  as  Chicago  does  cities  U.'iOO  miles  away.  Not  long  ago  a  Kuropean 
corporation,  aware  of  the  increasing  needs  of  the  world  and  of  the 
grazing  lands  of  Venezuela,  purchased  a  largo  tract  near  one  of  the 
.seaports  for  raising  cattle. 

“There  is  another  large  industry  in  the  United  States  that  is  paying 
today  for  its  raw  material  twice  its  former  j»rice,  and  that  \'cnezuela 
could  furnish  with  an  ample  supply,  namely,  henequen  or  hemp.  It 
grows  wild  all  over  the  coast.  A  recent  tiaveler  interested  in  the 
cordage  industry  in  going  thnmgh  the  western  part  of  the  coiintry  was 
struck  by  the  great  (juautity  of  the  textile  plant  that  spreitd  in  unin¬ 
terrupted  course  for  miles,  and  he  noticed  that  the  leaves  were,  on  the 
average,  2  feet  longer  than  those  of  the  Yucatan  plant.  Venezuelan 
hemps  will  no  doubt  be  on  the  market  before  long. 

“Along  the  coast  there  are  mines  of  coal,  asphalt,  and  copiier,  and 
quarries  of  marble,  and  much  remains  to  bo  developed. 
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“To  sum  uj),  men  of  enterprise  with  some  capital,  knowledge,  and 
perseverance  will  have  their  labors  repaid  in  Venezuela  by  large 
returns,  whether  they  choose  to  enter  the  field  of  the  mining,  agricul¬ 
tural,  or  the  grazing  industry.” 

THE  NEW  TARIFF. 

The  “Siidamerikanische  Itnndshau  ”tor  October  publishes  a  resume 
of  the  new  tariff  of  the  Republic  of  Venezuela,  which  went  into  effect  on 
the  1st  of  September  of  this  year,  a  translation  of  which  was  published 
in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  August.  1899,  pages  193, 194,  and  which 
differs  in  many  [mints  from  that  previously  in  force.  Generally  speak¬ 
ing  the  present  tariff  is  20  per  cent  higher  than  the  [ueceding  one. 
The  division  of  articles  into  nine  different  classes  has  been  retained  as 
formerly,  with  the  difference  that  articles  of  class  1,  which  formerly 
comprised  the  free  list,  have  been  subjected  to  the  duty  of  0.02  bolivar 
and  the  free  list  materially  curtailed.  In  the  new  law  the  second  class 
pays  0.12.5  bolivar  [ler  kilo;  the  third,  0.30;  the  fourth,  0.90;  the  fifth, 
1.50;  the  sixth,  3;  the  seventh,  0;  the  eighth,  12;  and  the  ninth,  24 
bolivars  per  kilo.  The  following  articles,  anmng  others,  have  been  elim¬ 
inated  from  the  free  list:  Fire  extinguishers  (class  1),  white  paper 
(class  2),  eggs  (class  2),  machinery,  materials,  and  colors  for  printing 
(class  1),  printers’  cases  and  stands  (class  4). 

Under  the  old  law'  household  effects  of  citizens  of  the  country  which 
had  been  in  use  for  two  years  abroad  were  admitted  free  of  duty;  this 
provision  also  applied  to  foreigners.  Now  only  the  actual  traveling 
effects  are  admitted  duty  free,  while  on  new  goods  and  lurniture,  even 
if  the  latter  has  been  used,  the  duty  must  be  paid.  Mineral  waters, 
barrels,  and  their  parts,  tools  made  of  iron,  sheet  tin,  caustic  soda,  and 
petroleum,  all  of  which  were  formerly  on  the  free  list,  are  now  put  in 
class  2.  Refined  olive  oil,  flaxseed  oil,  instruments  (scissors,  etc.), 
boots  and  shoes,  comi)asses,  knives,  water-levels,  files,  tongs,  etc., 
pianos,  red  wine  in  barrels  and  bottles,  and  white  wine  in  barrels  are 
placed  in  class  2,  whereas  white  w'ine  in  bottles  is  placed  in  class  4,  in 
which  is  also  to  be  found  the  machete,  made  of  steel,  shovels,  and  other 
utensils.  White  and  colored  cotton  goods  are  in  class  5.  Essences,  per¬ 
fumery,  extracts  of  all  kinds,  perfumed  toilet  water,  cognac,  absinthe, 
brandy,  fine  yarns,  satin  percale,  mousseline,  etc.,  are  in  class  fi.  Canes, 
whips,  toys  of  all  kinds,  fans  made  of  i)aper,  wood,  and  cotton,  are  in 
class  7.  The  most  valuable  of  all  imported  goods,  however,  are  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  class  9.  Hats  of  all  kinds,  with  the  exception  of  straw 
hats  and  hat  forms,  linen  and  wooleu  shirts,  cotton  shirts,  washable 
wearing  apparel  of  all  kinds.  Jewelry,  watches,  and  jewelers’  goods, 
arms  of  all  kinds  (swords,  guns,  pistols,  etc.). 

The  duty  is  levied  upon  the  gross  weight  of  the  goods,  with  but  one 
exce])tion,  which  is  emi)ty  bottles  that  are  again  exported  filled,  upon 
which  the  tare  is  allowed. 
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To  the  list  of  articles  whose  iin))ortatioii  is  forbidden  has  been  added 
sword-canes  and  matches,  the  latter  in  consejiuence  of  the  match 
monopoly  in  the  country.  If  any  of  these  articles  are  brought  to  Vene¬ 
zuela  they  will  be  stopped  upon  the  frontier  and  a  fee  of  0.075  bolivar 
l>er  kilo  will  be  collected  previous  to  their  being  sent  out  of  the  country. 

Firearms  and  ammunition  may  only  be  imported  after  iiermission  has 
been  obtained  from  the  Government.  Samples  of  textiles  and  wall 
paper  not  exceeding  a  weight  of  25  kilos  are  admitted  duty  free. 

The  free  importation  of  machinery  and  implements  for  mining  is  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  a  special  paragraph  of  the  law,  as  is  also  the  case  with 
agricultural  implements,  electrical  apparatus,  and  electric  motors. 

The  fact  is  especially  noticeable  that  many  of  the  articles  which  are 
imported,  particularly  those  whose  origin  is  in  the  United  States,  as 
l)etroleum,  iron  tools,  meats,  etc.,  have  been  granted  a  slight  advan¬ 
tage  in  the  duty,  while,  on  the  contrary,  those  same  goods  of  Euroi)ean 
manufacture  must  pay  the  high  duty,  and  according  to  the  corre¬ 
spondent  of  the  “  Siidamerikanische  Hundshau,’’  it  is  “  a  remarkable 
sign  of  the  advancement  of  American  intlueuce  in  South  America,  and 
it  should  be  noted  by  all  Europeans.” 

Especial  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  formalities  in  regard 
to  the  customs  must  be  carefully  adhered  to,  otherwise  severe  i>eualties 
are  indicted. 

PEARL  FISHERIES. 

The  “Commercial  Bulletin”  of  Brussels,  in  a  recent  issue,  gives  some 
interesting  information  concerning  the  pearl  fisheries  of  Venezuela. 
For  more  than  three  centuries,  that  is  to  say,  since  the  discovery  of 
America,  the  i)earl  fisheries  of  the  island  of  Margarita,  off  the  northern 
coast'  of  Venezuela,  have  been  known,  and  yet  this  industry  is  at  the 
l)resent  time  practiced  principally  by  natives.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
average  annual  income  received  from  this  source  is  about  500,000 
francs,  which  sum,  however,  is  far  from  representing  the  true  value  of 
the  fisheries  in  this  locality.  The  i^earls  are  purchased  of  the  natives 
by  a  few  merchants  who  operate  for  Euroi)ean  houses. 

The  fishing  for  oyster  pearls  is  not  subjected  to  any  legal  restriction 
in  the  Republic,  and  the  boats  used  have  to  pay  but  a  small  tax  of 
about  120  francs  i)er  year.  About  400  boats  are  engaged  in  this  indus¬ 
try,  but  none  are  provided  with  diving  .apparatus.  The  natives’  mode 
of  procedure  is  very  primitive.  They  use  a  heavy  metal  scoop  which 
is  dragged  on  the  bottom  of  the  sea  and  which  is  drawn  up  when  it  has 
collected  a  certain  quantity  of  oysters. 

According  to  the  Unitetl  States  Minister  at  Caracas,  the  best  banks 
are  to  be  found  on  the  small  islands  sitnatetl  near  Margarita,  where  are 
also  enormous  quantities  of  shells  which  could  be  utilized  in  the  prepa¬ 
ration  of  mother-of-pearl.  Taking  into  consideration  the  wealth  of 
these  i><*arl  fisheries,  it  is  quite  probable  that  boats  supplied  with  divers 
and  diving  bells  might  obtain  excellent  results. 
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SURVEY  OF  THE  ORINOCO  DELTA. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Dolphin  left  the  United  States  on  November  5,  under 
command  of  Commander  Sutherland,  U.  S.  N.,  and  will  proceed  via 
La  Guayra  to  the  mouth  of  the  Orinoco  (Boca  Grande),  where  she  will 
make  a  complete  survey  of  the  bar. 


tup:  trans-isthmian  canal. 

The  session  of  the  International  Commercial  Congress  for  October  24 
was  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  an  intcroceanic  canal  and  problems 
attendant  thereto  through  Nicaragua  and  Panama,  and  several  valuable 
papers  were  read  on  the  subject  of  Isthmian  waterways. 

Sehor  Don  Joaquin  Bernardo  Calvo,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Costa  IJica,  and  otticial  Delegate  to  the 
said  Congress,  spoke  as  follows : 

•‘The  thought  of  uniting  the  two  great  oceans  by  means  of  a  canal 
across  the  American  isthmus  sprang  up,  as  is  known,  from  the  moment 
the  conviction  was  reached  that  the  passage,  which  from  the  days  of 
Columbus  had  been  thought  to  exist  toward  the  Southern  Sea,  was  not 
a  reality. 

“To  recommend  the  merits  of  this  project  is  unnecessary,  since  they 
are  at  once  evident  upon  the  mere  suggestion  of  the  advantage  to  the 
world  of  a  short  and  easy  route  between  the  Atlantic,  which  is  the  sea 
of  Euroiie,  and  the  Pacdfic,  which  is  the  great  ocean  of  Asia,  Australia, 
and  the  extensive  western  shores  of  the  New  World. 

•‘The  history  of  the  project  in  general  is  well  known,  and  as  to  the 
practicability  of  the  work  we  all  know  that  eminent  authorities  in  the 
matter  have  given  a  favorable  opinion. 

“I  will  not,  therefore,  dwell  uimn  either  of  these  points,  nor  do  I 
deem  it  necessary  to  engage  the  attention  of  this  honorable  Congress 
by  an  extended  treatment  of  the  advantages  which  are  offered  t(»  the 
commerce  of  the  whole  world  by  the  great  undertaking  of  connecting 
the  two  seas.  My  desire  on  taking  part  iii  this  session  is  limited  to 
expressing,  although  briefly,  that  it  may  bo  better  appreciated,  the 
position  of  Co.sta  Pica  and  her  direct  interest  in  the  canal  enterprise. 

“The  territory  of  Costa  Kica  lies  between  that  of  Nicaragua  and 
Panama,  the  two  jtarts  of  the  isthmus  whose  names  distinguished  the 
French  project  of  the  Panama  Canal  from  the  Nicaragua  Canal,  which 
has  always  been  the  American  project.  This  advantageous  position 
assures  to  the  industrious  and  peaceful  jieople  of  Costa  Kica  all  the 
benefits  of  proximity  as  the  nearest  neighbor,  whichever  of  the  two 
jilaces  the  route  may  ultimately  traver.se.  But  the  Costa  Kican  frontier 
drwis  not  reach  the  line  of  the  Panama  Canal,  while  a  portion  of  our 
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territory  is  indispensable  to  the  Nicarufuia  route.  And  this  is  not  a 
new  fact  or  one  established  by  recent  stirveys,  but  which  is  well  known 
since  the  very  days  of  Vasco  Nunez  de  Balboa.  Nevertheless  the 
first  survey  of  the  land  was  not  carried  out  until  the  year  1581,  when, 
in  obedience  to  superior  instructions,  Capt.  Antonio  Pf.keiea,  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Costa  Bica,  organized  an  expedition  and  explored  the  route 
by  way  of  the  San  Juan  river,  the  lake,  and  the  rivers  emptying  into 
Gulf  Nicoya,  Costa  Rica.  Thirty-nine  years  later  Diego  db  Mercado 
submitted  to  King  Philip  III  his  famous  report  of  January  23,  1020, 
suggesting  the  route  by  the  river  and  lake,  and  thence  through  Costa 
Rican  territory  along  the  (^uebrada  or  Barranca  Honda  to  Salinas  Bay, 
then  called  Puerto  del  Papagayo. 

“  Either  because  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking  was  at  that  time 
sui>erior  to  the  necessities  of  trade,  or,  as  was  said,  because  Spain  con¬ 
sidered  the  canal  antagonistic  to  her  interests,  the  era  of  independence 
arrived  without  the  execution  of  the  project  ever  having  been  entered 
upon. 

“After  independence  the  Congress  of  Central  America,  in  which 
Costa  Rica  and  Nicaragua  were  represented  as  States  of  the  Federation 
which  succeeded  the  Colonial  Government,  enacted  on  June  16,  1825, 
a  decree  providing  for  the  construction  of  the  canal,  and  in  that  same 
year  Don  Antonio  Jose  Canas,  Diplomatic  Representative  of  Central 
America  in  Washington,  addressed  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Henry 
Clay,  informing  him  of  this  resolution  and  stating  that:  ‘  x\.  company 
formed  of  American  citizens  of  respectability  was  ready  to  undertake 
the  work  as  soon  as  a  treaty  with  the  United  States  insuring  the 
cooperation  of  the  latter  was  signed;  that  he  was  ready  to  enter  into 
negotiations  for  the  treaty,  and  that  nothing  would  be  more  pleasant 
for  Central  America  than  to  see  the  generous  people  of  the  United 
States  joining  her  in  the  oi>ening  of  the  canal,  sharing  the  glory  of  the 
enterprise,  and  enjoying  the  great  advantages  to  be  derived  from  it.’ 

“The  Government  of  Central  America  could  not  carry  the  undertak¬ 
ing  into  etlect,  notwithstanding  that  among  the  means  employed  to 
reach  the  desired  result  there  figures  the  arrangement  concluded  with 
the  King  of  Holland  in  October,  18.30.  But,  though  the  hopes  centered 
in  the  undertaking  were  frustrated,  to  the  honor  of  Central  America 
the  declarations  of  that  Congress,  which  constitute,  like  the  concession 
for  the  canal  itself,  one  of  the  loftiest  public  documents  ever  issued  by 
any  natioiuof  the  earth,  have  become  a  matter  of  record. 

“The  Central  American  Federation  dissolved,  this  imiiortant  matter 
attached  to  Nicaragua  and  Costa  Rica  directly,  and  the  Ixiundary  line 
between  the  two  republics  having  been  determineil  by  the  treaty  of 
April  1.5,  1858,  as  were  also  the  points  relative  to  the  canal,  the  two 
governments  jointly  granted  a  concession  on  May  1  of  that  same  year 
to  Mr.  Felix  BELi.t,  a  distinguished  French  writer,  to  whom  the 
Emiieror  NajMileon  gave  his  sup|>ort  to  carry  forward  the  undertaking. 
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This  failing  of  accouiplishment,  the  two  governments,  in  perfect  accord, 
concluded  the  contract  known  as  the  Ayon-Chevalier,  signed  by  Nica¬ 
ragua  on  October  Id,  18(58,  and  by  Costa  Itica  on  June  18,  1869,  which, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  say,  also  failed  to  produce  any  results  whatever. 

“Some  years  after  the  exi)iratiou  of  this  last  contract  Nicaragua  pro¬ 
moted  a  discussion  as  to  the  validity  of  the  treaty  and  the  meaning  of 
some  of  Its  stipulations,  which  Costa  liiea  upheld  in  its  original  form, 
and  the  question  was  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  Mr.  Cleveland,  who  in  his  award  of  March  22,  1888, 
accepted  by  both  parties,  declared  the  treaty  valid  and  binding  nimn 
each  Republic  and  interpreted  the  points  which  in  the  opinion  of  Nica¬ 
ragua  were  doubtful.  According  to  the  provisions  of  both  of  these 
documents,  the  treaty  and  award,  even  in  the  remote  event  that  the 
natural  rights  of  Costa  Rica  should  not  be  injured,  Nicaragua  is  bound 
not  to  make  any  grants  for  canal  purposes  across  her  territory  without 
tirst  asking  the  opinion  of  the  Republic  of  Costa  Rica. 

“Three  years  prior,  and  while  this  (luestion  was  still  pending,  Nica¬ 
ragua  concluded  the  treaty  known  as  the  Zavala-Frelinghuysen,  signed 
in  Washington  on  December  1,  1884,  whereby  the  title  to  the  canal 
was  conveyed  to  the  United  States,  and  Costa  Rica  adhered  to  this 
treaty  under  date  of  February  23, 188o;  but  the  negotiations  remained 
without  effect,  because,  ratification  having  been  denied  in  the  Senate, 
although  a  reconsideration  of  the  subject  had  been  agreed  to,  President 
Cleveland,  on  inaugurating  his.  first  administration,  Avithdiew  the 
document  from  the  Senate. 

“Things  then  returned  to  the  status  they  formerly  maintaine<l,  ami 
Nicaragua  in  April,  1887,  and  Costa  Rica  in  July,  1888,  respectively 
granted  the'  concessions  ])ursuant  to  which  the  construction  of  the 
American  waterway  has  been  ])ending  of  late  yejirs. 

“The  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  been  giving  special  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  important  matter  since  the  year  18f»2,  and  commissions 
have  been  created  charged  with  the  survey  and  location  of  the  route, 
as  well  as  the  study  of  the  influence  of  the  canal  in  its  different  aspects. 
Recently  the  investigation  is  not  limited  to  the  route  by  Nicaragua  and 
Costa  Rica  alone,  but  extends  to  Panama,  and  it  is  hoped  that  when 
the  new  comniission,  api)oiuted  this  year,  presents  its  conclusions  (’on- 
gress  will  determine  whether  a  canal  will  be  constructed  by  this  Gov¬ 
ernment,  and,  if  so,  which  of  the  two  routes  will  bo  adojited. 

“Costa  Rica  realizes  the  great  inqiortance  of  this  woili,  the  most 
transcendental,  perhaps,  undertaken  in  this  age,  and  contributes  to 
encourage  it,  itonsulting  her  own  interest  and  theiinitulse  to  bo  derived 
from  it  by  the  general  jirogress  of  the  world,  and  especially  of  the 
nations  of  this  continent.” 

This  was  followed  by  a  paper  by  Dr.  Luis  CUEUVo  MArquez,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Colombian  Legation  and  Charge  d’ Affaires,  as  follows: 

“To  discuss  the  necessity  of  opening  an  interoceauic  canal  to  com- 
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plete  the  work  of  the  };reat  Balboa  is  useless,  as  the  daily  necessities 
of  the  trade  of  the  world  are  every  day  greater  and  demand  that  the 
waters  of  the  Atlantic  should  be  joined  to  those  of  the  Pacific  within 
the  American  continent. 

“The  commercial  side  of  the  work  has  been  investigated  as  well  as 
the  technical,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  privcticability  of  this 
great  enterprise.  As  to  the  route  that  must  be  chosen,  in  my  judg¬ 
ment  no  doubt  can  exist. 

“  The  works  at  Panama  represent  an  accumulation  of  material  and 
intellectual  effort  which  can  not  be  equaled  in  many  years  elsewhere, 
and  it  would  be  a  crime  against  civilization  to  permit  them  to  be  lost. 

“The  Colombian  nation,  following  its  glorious  traditions,  has  in  this 
matter  only  considered  the  interests  of  civilization,  and  when  the  con¬ 
cession  for  the  oi)ening  of  that  canal  in  its  territory  was  given  it  was 
given  without  limitation  except  as  to  the  sovereignty  and  integrity  of 
its  territory  and  the  interests  of  universal  commerce. 

“Colombia  has  at  i)re8ent  in  France  an  accredited  representative 
plenipotentiary  to  study  all  the  matters  pertaining  to  the  Panama 
Canal,  and  upon  whose  report  will  dei)end  in  great  part  the  decision  to 
be  passed  on  so  deli<;ate  a  subject;  but  I  can  assure  you  that  we  are 
accorded  complete  liberty  of  action,  and  that  for  our  country  it  is  a 
matter  of  indifference  as  to  what  source  the  capital  comes  from  to  do 
the  work,  so  long  as  the  international  guaranties  which  now  exist  are 
not  interfered  with. 

.  “The  great  American  i>eople,  whose  standard  has  been  re8i)ect  for 
all  rights,  will  realize  from  the  completion  of  the  work  of  Panama 
greater  l>enefits  than  any  other  of  the  great  nations  of  the  earth,  and 
the  opening  of  the  canal  will  be  a  new  bond  to  unite  the  i)eople  of 
Colombia  with  the  great  Kepublic  of  the  North.” 

An  urgent  advo<*ate  of  the  Nicaraguan  route  was  lion.  J.  J.  UlloA, 
Consul-General  of  Costa  Pica,  who  said  that  the  “canal  will  divide,  to 
unite  more  firmly,  the  two  Kepublics  of  Nicaragua  and  Costa  Pica,  and 
will  also  introiluce  the  United  ^ates  into  Central  America,  there  to 
find  ample  theater  for  machinery  and  money  to  develop  a  practically 
virgin  soil,  which  needs  nothing  else  than  the  spmle  of  well-directed 
enterprise  to  return  trebled  in  a  very  short  time  the  value  of  the 
money,  of  the  talent,  and  of  the  energies  employed  there.” 

The  United  States  Minister  to  Costa  Pica,  Hon.  W illi  am  Lawrence 
.Merry,  supplemented  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the  canal  traversing 
Nicaragua  by  statements  as  to  the  economy  of  navigable  distances,  the 
favorable  sanitary  conditions,  the  supply  of  lockage  water,  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  construction  materials  and  fooil  supplies,  the  local  earning 
capacity,  and  its  strategical  position. 

Hon.  H.  A.  Gudger,  United  States  Consul  at  Panama,  and  Mr.  J. 
W.  Humphreys,  a  delegate  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Colon, 
reatl  papers  presenting  the  benefits,  from  their  respective  points  of  view. 
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accruing  from  the  constniction  of  the  canal  by  the  Panama  route,  these 
opinions  being  further  sustained  by  Col.  J.  L.  Pearcy,  ex-United  States 
Consul  at  Colon.  The  remarks  of  Senor  Don  Luis  F.  Corea  will 
appear  in  the  December  Huli.etin. 


UNIF()U.MITV  IN  COAIMEKOIAL  REGISTRATION. 

A  matter  of  great  importance  laid  before  the  National  Commercial  Con¬ 
gress  at  Philadelphia  is  the  necessity  for  a  uniform  classification  of  com¬ 
mercial  statistics  by  difierent  conutries.  This  was  fully  set  forth  by  Mr. 
Carroll  D.  Wright,  United  States  Commissioner  of  Labor,  who  stated 
that  the  chief  obstacles  to  be  overcome  are  the  difficulties  existing  in 
the  methorl  of  classifying  the  various  categories  of  eximrts  and  imports, 
the  method  of  valuing  imports  and  exports,  and  the  method  of  regis¬ 
tering  imports  and  exiiorts  according  to  country  of  origin  and  ultimate 
destination  as  distinguished  from  the  country  of  immediate  import  and 
export. 

It  is  interesting  in  this  connection  to  note  that  at  a  meeting  of  the 
International  Statistical  Institute,  held  ou  the  4th  of  September  at 
Christiania,  Norway,  the  same  subject  was  treated  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Bate¬ 
man,  of  the  British  Board  of  Trade,  who  expressed  the  opinion  that  in 
order  to  render  the.  comparability  of  international  commercial  statistics 
as  useful  and  complete  as  possible  the  different  systems  of  registration 
in  use  in  the  various  countries  should  be  more  thoroughly  taken  into 
account,  lie  also  drew  attention  to  the  various  ways  of  dealing  with 
transit  transshipment,  and  also  the  methods  of  dealing  with  commercial 
statistics  of  ‘‘free  ports,”  which  have  been  <-reated  for  the  express  jmr- 
pose  of  the  encouragement  of  trade. 

The  plan  of  Prof.  Carlo  Betocchi,  of  Naples,  Italy,  as  outlined  by 
him  before  the  Commercial  Congress,  for  the  establishment  of  an  inter¬ 
national  central  office  of  chambers  of  commerce,  received  great  attention, 
as  its  purposes  tend  in  a  great  degree^to  eliminate  the  ob.stacles  alluded 
to  by  Mr.  Wright,  as  by  creating  a  central  bureau  for  the  distribution 
of  commercial  statistics  bearing  upon  all  the  countries  of  the  world, 
the  statistics  to  be  furnished  by  the  resi^ective  governments,  uniformity 
of  registration  and  classiti cation  would  of  necessity  en.sue. 

A  paper  submitted  to  the  Congress  by  Mr.  H.  Llewellyn  Smith,  rep¬ 
resenting  the  British  Government,  followed  the  lines  laid  down  by  Mr. 
W RIGHT  and  called  attention  to  the  errors  resulting  from  difference  of 
classification  of  the  same  article  in  different  countries,  divergence  of 
treatment  regarding  statistics  of  transit  and  transshipment  trade,  and 
lack  of  uniformity  in  respect  to  the  exact  period  included  in  annual 
statistics,  some  countries  taking  the  calendar  year  and  others  the  fiscal 
year  as  a  basis  of  calculation. 
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THE  WORLD’S  PRODUCT  OF  GOLD  AND  SILVER. 

The  official  of  the  production  of  gold  .and  silver  thronghoat 

the  world  for  the'  calendar  year  1898  were  issued  from  the  Mint  Bureau 
of  the  United  States  on  October  2ff,  181M),  and  give  interesting  data 
concerning  the  output  of  these  metals  for  the  last  three  years. 

Tlie  total  production  of  gold  for  1898  is  e.stimated  at  $287,428,690, 
the  South  African  Republic  leading,  with  Australasia  and  the  United 
States  following  in  nearly  the  same  ratio.  Next  in  order  come  Russia, 
Canada,  India,  Mexico,  and  China,  the  eight  countries  named  furnishing 
94  per  cent  of  the  whole. 

The  following  tables  exhibit  the  proilnction  of  gold  and  silver  in  the 
Pan-American  countries  for  the  last  three  calendar  years: 


GOLD. 


UnittMl  StatuH ... 

Uezico . 

Arseiitina . 

RonTia . 

Brazil . 

Chile . . . 

Colombia . 

Ecuador . 

Peru . 

Uruguay . 

VeuMiiela . 

Central  America 


1896. 

1897.  1 

1898. 

$53,088,000 

$57. 363, OOO 

$64, 463, 000 

6,500,000 

7,500,000 

$,500,000 

315,000 

137,700 

137,700 

250,300 

343,500 

343,500 

1,001, 100 

1,204,200 

1, 583, 700 

611,000 

840,000 

340.700 

2,200,100 

2,227,200 

2,263,200 

132,900 

132,900 

39,500 

116,600 

628,000 

628,000 

33,600 

38,500 

38,500 

948,500 

1, 057, 400 

1,057,400 

372,300 

465,800 

473,700 

SILVER. 


Uniteil  States ... 

Mexico . 

Argentina . 

BoUvia . 

ChUe . 

Colombia . 

Ecuador . 

Peru . 

Central  Amenca 


Ouneet. 

58, 834, 800  > 
45. 718, 982 
328,170 
6, 374, 240 
3, 236, 536 
3,407,004 

7, 734 
3.847.078 
808,676 


Otinees. 
53,860,000 
53,90:1.180 
383,479 
8,204,568 
2,591,998 
5,047,328  I 

7,734 

3,278.602  I 
811,892  > 


fhineet. 

54,438,000 

56,731000 

383,479 

8,204,568 

2,591,998 

5.483,717 

7,734 

1,951,240 

716,008 


An  idea  of  the  enormous  increase  in  gohl  production  during  the  last 
twelve  years  may  be  obtained  from  the  statement  that  in  1887  the  total 
product  was  only  $106,000,000.  This  increased  in  1892  to  $146,000,000, 
which  was  then  the  largest  for  any  year  in  the  history  of  the  world.  It 
is  estimated  that  the  output  in  1898  is  eight  times  larger  than  the  gold 
product  at  the  time  of  the  California  discoveries  (1849).  The  consump¬ 
tion  of  gold  for  arts  and  manufactures  is  placed  at  $65,000,000,  leaving 
$222,000,000  available  for  monetary  uses. 
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'rilE  WORLD’S  WHEAT  CROP  OF  1899. 

Estimates  of  the  world’s  wheat  crop  for  the  year  1899,  as  furnished 
by  the  British  statistician,  Broomiiall,  indicate  a  {general  shrinkage 
in  production  throughout  tlie  world.  This  feature  is  not  confined  to 
wheat  production  only,  but  extends  to  nearly  all  other  classes  of  cereals. 
According  to  the  authority  cited,  the  aggregate  world’s  crop  is 
2,496,000,009  bushels,  a  decrease  of  390,000,000  as  compared  with  last 
year,  but  a  gain  of  226,000, <KK)  bushels  over  1897.  The  greatest  decrease 
is  in  the  Americas,  where  a  decline  of  18.0  per  cent  (a  difterence  of 
168,000,000  bushels)  is  rei)orted.  The  falling  off  in  Plurope  is  nearly 
as  large  in  amount,  163,000,000  bushels,  but  the  proportion  is  only 
slightly  in  excess  of  10  per  cent.  Asia  is  credited  with  a  decline  of  11 
per  cent,  Africa  30,  and  Australasia  16  per  cent. 

The  visible  and  invisible  reserves  of  wheat  left  over  from  last  year’s 
record-breaking  crop  are  reported  heavier  than  any  held  in  recent  years, 
and  it  is  these  reserves  that  will  balance  the  future  prices,  Broom- 
HALl’b  estimate  of  reserve  wheat  is  ]>laced  at  240,000,000  bushels 
greater  than  last  year,  but  in  face  of  the  390,000,000  bushels  decrease 
in  yield,  the  outlook  would  certainly  seem  to  indicate  that  all  available 
supplies  will  be  requisitioned. 

Another  point  to  which  attention  has  been  called  by  “  Bradstreet's 
Weekly  Journal,”  in  commenting  on  the  wheat  situation,  is  the  heavy 
advance  in  ocean  freights  growing  out  of  the  use  of  vessels  by  the 
British  Government  for  transportation  purposes.  This  advance  has 
been  considerable  and  is  equivalent  to  an  independent  advance  of  sev¬ 
eral  cents  in  the  price  of  wheat,  shipments  of  which  are  forced  to  com- 
l)ete  with  the  general  export  trade  for  freight  nmm  to  Europe.  This 
also  seenjs  to  account,  in  some  degree,  for  the  congestion  of  wheat 
traffic  in  the  Argentine  Kepublic,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  this 
issue  of  the  Bulletin. 


THE  AMERICAN  COFFEE  MARKET. 

The  following  paper,  setting  forth  the  conditions  and  requirements 
of  the  coffee  market  in  the  United  States,  was  recently  submitted  to 
the  International  Commercial  Congress  at  Philadelphia  and  incor¬ 
porated  in  its  report  for  October  14,  1899.  The  writer,  Mr.  A.  M. 
WooLSON,  an  inqKjrter  and  coffee  roaster,  of  Ohio,  gives  many  valuable 
hints  to  producers  seeking  a  market  for  their  coffees,  as  follows: 

“The  American  coffee  market  is  without  doubt  the  best  market  in  the 
world,  for  the  reason  that  we  drink  more  coffee  than  any  other  country. 

“By  reference  to  the  United  States  Government  Statistical  Abstract, 
published  this  year,  will  be  seen  that  we  imported  the  year  preceding 
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June  JiO,  1898,  6,4i>l,(MM>  baf?a  of  coffee,  or  870,514,45o  ])oiii)ds,  amount¬ 
ing  to  865,0(>7,fi31,  at  an  average  cost  of  7.4  cents  per  ])onn(l,  an  esti¬ 
mated  consumption  per  capita  of  11.45  {Mninds.  These  figures  show 
that  we  consume  nearly  as  much  coffee  as  does  Germany,  France,  Aus¬ 
tria,  Belgium,  Holland,  Russia,  England,  and  all  other  countries  com¬ 
bined.  It  can  be  safely  claimed  that  the  American  coffee  market  is  the 
most  im]>ortant.  It  is  presumed  that  the  foreign  delegates  would  like 
to  know  how  the  merchants  of  America  market  so  much  coffee.  In 
this  connection  I  state  that  previous  to  1869  every  retail  mercliant 
Itought  his  coffee  green,  and  householders  generally  did  the  roasting  at 
home,  but  the  inventive  genius  and  skill  of  the  American  mechanic 
improved  upon  the  antifpiated  methods  of  roasting  to  the  manifest 
advantage  of  consumers,  and  the  appreciation  of  these  benefits  resulted 
in  building  up  several  large  roasting  establishments.  People  rapidly 
became  educated  to  imy  roasted  coffee  instea«l  of  green,  for  it  is  natu¬ 
ral  for  the  American  people  to  shift  all  such  responsibilities  as  roasting 
coffee. 

“The  industry  has  grown  to  siudi  an  extent  that  at  the  present  time 
99  per  cent  of  all  the  coffee  imported  into  this  country  is  sold  by  the 
merchants  to  the  consumer  after  being  roa.sted. 

“The  marketing  of  roasted  coffee  in  this  manner  proves  to  be  a  great 
saving  to  the  (mnsumer,  for  it  is  roasted  by  men  skilled  in  the  busi¬ 
ness,  thoroughly  ef|uipped  with  all  the  necessary  machinery  and  facil¬ 
ities  for  conducting  the  process,  which  gives  a  more  desirable  and 
uniform  product.  A  few  places  in  Southern  parts  of  the  United  States 
appeivr  to  cling  most  tenaciously  to  the  direct  consumption  of  green 
coffee,  but  through  the  North,  East,  and  West  the  roasted  article 
virtually  monopolizes  the  field. 

“It  is  to  be  regrette<l  that  so  much  of  the  coffee  imimrted  is  so 
impregnated  with  small  stones  or,  as  wo  term  them,  Brazilian  diamonds; 
it  forces  the  roaster  to  separate  by  machinery  these  foreign  substances 
from  the  coffee.  The  average  is  nearly  I  pound  of  stones  to  the  bag. 
The  grower  who  sends  us  the  cleanest  coffee  is  rewarded  by  having  his 
coffee  graded  higher,  consequently  a  better  price  is  commanded.  We 
have  used  hundreds  of  tons  of  these  stones  taken  from  coffee  in  paving 
the  walks  and  drives  almut  our  homes.  UndoubttHlly  many  growers 
believe  that  they  receive  more  of  their  coffee  in  the  aggregate  by  work¬ 
ing  in  Jis  many  stones  as  possible,  but  in  this  they  are  in  error,  for  the 
green  coffee  is  all  grarled  by  exjierts,  who  grade  stony  coffee  lower  than 
they  do  coffee  free  from  stones.” 
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COMMERCIAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 
OF  SOUTH  AMERICA. 

South  American  progress,  from  a  commercial  and  industrial  stand- 
l)oint,  formed  the  topic  of  the  remarks  of  lion.  W.  I.  Buc.’HANAN, 
until  recently  United  States  Minister  to  the  Argentine  liepublic,  before 
the  International  Commercial  Congress  at  Philadel])hia.  In  the  course 
of  his  address  Mr.  Buchanan  said: 

*««*•*« 

“I  recall  no  ])art  of  the  world  to  which  more  attention  has  been 
given  during  the  past  three  years  than  to  South  America,  and  espe¬ 
cially  to  the  republics  of  southern  South  America. 

“France  within  that  time  sent  a  special  commissioner  there,  who 
spent  a  year  in  the  study,  and  whose  report  has  been  acted  ujaui  with 
distinct  advantage  to  their  interests  by  French  manufacturers  and 
capitalists. 

“The  British  Board  of  Tra<le  also  sent  a  representative  there,  who 
went  over  the  whole  industrial  ground  carefully  and  reported  his  con¬ 
clusions  (most  favorable  ones)  to  his  association.  Germany,  to<*,  sent 
special  attaches  to  several  of  her  prominent  consulates  there,  and  they 
have  gone  about  in  all  directions  and  have  transmitted  to  their  Gov¬ 
ernment  lengthy  reports  with  regard  to  the  development  to  be  seen  in 

the  republics  I  refer  to  and  in  South  America  generally. 

****•«« 

“Applying  the  above  facts  to  my  own  knowledge  of  the  subject,  I  am 
led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  commercial  world  is  to-day  more  inter¬ 
ested  in  forecasting  future  possibilities  in  South  America  than  has  ever 
been  the  case  heretofore,  and  that  the  great  changes  which  have 
occurred  in  recent  years  in  the  productive  character  ami  capacity  of 
several  of  the  South  American  Kepublics  have  attracted  the  world’s 
attention  and  mark  but  the  beginning  of  those  which  can  and,  1  think, 
will  be  be  brought  about  in  others  and  e.xpanded  where  they  have 
occurred. 

“  Until  we  stop  and  think,  few  of  us  realize  how  striking  and  remark¬ 
able  have  been  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  the  character  of 
the  production  of  North  and  South  America  dur  ing,  say,  the  past  thirty 
or  forty  years. 

“For  instance,  Chile,  not  so  many  years  ago  either,  as  one  might  be 
inclined  to  think,  produced  and  sold  almost  all  the  flour  used  on  the 
west  coast  of  South  America  and  Central  America,  and  even  as  far 
north  as  California.  % 

“To-day  California  and  Oregon  and  Washington  not  only  prodnoe 
the  flour  they  consume  but  exjrort  toward  the  South  and  Europe  mil¬ 
lions  of  bushels  of  wheat  and  enormous  quantities  of  flour;  while 
Chile,  having  ceased  being  a  great  exi>orter  of  flour,  has  become  promi- 
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nent  as  an  exporter  of  nitrate,  copper,  and  wines,  and  a  producer  of 
splendid  frnit  with  an  exceedingly  bright  future,  I  think,  ahead  in  that 
direction,  while  her  mineral  and  forest  wealth  has  as  yet  hardly 
been  touched.  Nor  is  it  so  long  ago  since  the  Argentine  Republic 
imported  flour  from  the  United  States  and  exported  nothing  but  dry 
hides,  bones,  and  coarse  wool;  to-day  she  exports  in  flour  and  grain 
;{5,000,(KHi  bushels  of  wheat;  one- third  of  that  amount  of  maize;  great 
quantities  of  butter;  more  than  two  million  frozen  carcasses  of  sheep, 
and  some  hundreds  of  thousand  of  fat  live  sheep  and  cattle. 

“  Part  of  all  this,  be  it  remembered,  goes  to  Brazil  and  there  replaces 
a  commerce  once  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States. 

Brazil  a  few  years  ago  produced  nothing  but  cofiee  and  sugar,  and 
but  a  limited  quantity  of  the  first.  To-day  her  coflee  crop  has  reached 
nearly  nine  million  bags,  while  present  probabilities  indicate  that  her 
southern  section  bids  fair  to  become  in  the  future  a  great  cattle-pro¬ 
ducing  zone. 

« 

“Not  many  years  ago  United  States  breadstuffs  and  provisions  com¬ 
manded  the  markets  of  Brazil  and  the  River  Platte  and  found  an  outlet 
there. 

“To-day  the  River  Plate  Republics — the  Argentine  Republic  and 
Uruguay — furnish  more  than  65  per  cent  of  Brazil’s  importations  of 
breadstuff's  and  provisions,  and,  in  addition,  compete  with  those  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Old  World.  The  United  States,  having  ceased 
being  an  exporter  of  breadstuffs  to  the  River  Plate,  has  become  an 
exporter  to  the  same  countries  of  manufactured  products,  indicating 
the  change  taking  place  in  the  character  of  our  prorluction  here  at 
home.  This  changed  condition  is  being  continuously  accented  and 
augmented  among  us  here  in  the  United  States. 

“The  logic.*!!  result  to  be  expected  from  these  changes  in  the  pro¬ 
ducing  capacity  of  eastern  South  America,  the  shifting  to  and  the 
extension  of  South  America’s  consuming  market  in  the  world,  was  that 
banking  facilities  and  steamship  connections  should  grow  up  and 
extend  themselves  between  the  producing  Republics  and  the  points  of 
greater  consumption. 

“These  brought  with  them  an  interesting  curiosity  on  the  part  of  the 
Old  World  in  the  development  of  these  new  producing  Republics,  and 
tin's  built  up  immigration  towiird  the  same  Republics,  which  has  con¬ 
tinued  and  will  continue.  What  I  have  said  explains  to  me  at  least  the 
existence  of  European  and  the  absenceof  United  States  banking  interests 
in  South  America  and  of  steamship  connections  therewith. 

“I  am  not  one,  however,  who  believes  this  condition  of  things  will 
continue;  on  the  contrary,  I  fully  expect  to  see  in  the  near  future 
results  .'showing  that  changes  are  beginning  in  the  North  and  in  South 
America  which  tend  to  increase  the  commerce  between  the  latter  and 
the  United  States.  1  think  there  are  indications  of  this  now,  when,  for 
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instance,  I  realize  that  our  population  is  rapidly  increasing  and  am  told 
we  have  here  10,000,000  less  cattle  than  we  had  five  years  ago,  and 
personally  know,  as  I  do,  how  extensively  and  cheaply  good  beef  cattle 
and  sheep  are  and  can  be  i)roduced  in  the  Argentine  Republic  and  in 
Uruguay,  I  am  quite  prepared  to  consider  the  entire  probability  that 
within  five  years  River  Platte  mutton  and  beef  will  be  sold  in  the 
United  States, 

“On  the  other  hand,  judging  from  what  I  personally  know,  I  shall  be 
very  much  surprised  if  within  that  time  many  United  States  manufac¬ 
tured  products  do  not  wholly  supplant  in  South  American  markets 
similar  goods  now  sold  by  the  Old  World. 

“  Each  of  the  Republics  of  South  America  has  its  own  economic 
problems  to  work  out,  and  all  are,  1  know,  desirous  that  both  the  Old 
World  aud  the  United  States  shall  participate  in  the  benefits  which  will 
follow  the  development  of  their  natural  wealth  and  possibilities. 

“  So  far  as  the  United  States  is  concerned,  1  am  convinceil  from  my 
own  observation  that  commercial  ac(|uaintance,  now  somewhat  fitfully 
kei)t  up  between  them  and  all  of  South  America,  will  grow  and  widen 
rapidly  within  the  next  five  years,  and  that  as  a  result  it  will  be  but 
a  short  time  until  United  States  banking  capital  will  turn  toward  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  South  American  Republics,  there  to  remain  and  become 
active  leaven,  which  shall  expand  and  solidify  our  commerce  with  such 
countries. 

“These  changes  will  create  steamship  connections  under  the  United 
States  flag,  and  will  tend  to  bring  the  people  of  the  Western  Hemi¬ 
sphere  into  closer  and  better  understood  relations  than  those  existing  at 
present. 

“As  opportunities  to  make  money  by  the  development  of  land  and 
mines  and  forests  lessen  in  the  United  States,  speculative  and  indus¬ 
trial  capital  and  restlessness  will,  I  believe,  drift  toward  South  America, 
aud  I  fully  expect  to  see  the  greatest  proportionate  commercial  devel¬ 
opment  during  the  next  ten  years  located  in  the  Antilles  and  in  South 
America. 

“  Certainly  great  possibilities  and  opportunities  exist  in  both  locali¬ 
ties.  It  must  be  understood  that  in  what  1  have  said,  there  is  implied 
the  continued  existence  and  influence  of  stable,  broad-spirited,  and 
justly  administered  government  in  all  of  the  countries  to  which  I  have 
referred. 

“Without  that  condition  no  success  can  be  hoped  for  or  expected  by 
any  country.  So  true  is  this  that  it  has  become  an  axiom  to  say  that 
peace,  quiet,  reasonable  laws,  good  courts,  and  an  honest  public 
administration  of  affairs  are  the  most  alluring  aud  attractive  induce¬ 
ments  any  country  can  hold  out  to  immigration,  to  capital,  and  to 
industry.” 
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BOOK  NOTICES. 

Books  and  pamphlets  sent  to  the  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics 
and  containing  subject-matter  bearing  upon  the  countries  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Union  of  American  Republics  will  be  treated  under  this 
caption  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin. 

“  Suriname-Ilet  (loudland  der  Toekomst,”  by  ().  E.  G.  Vosmaer,  an 
historical  .sketch  with  map  of  the  island  of  Suriname.  Hague,  A.  J. 
Dikstea  &  Co. 

The  “Institute  Geogrsiflco  Argentino,”  of  Buenos  Ayres,  has  com¬ 
menced  the  imblication  of  a  bulletin  which  contains  the  result  of  its 
labors  and  treats  of  scientific  (luestions.  The  first  six  numbers  have 
been  published  in  one  volume. 

A  pamphlet  of  about  (K)  pages  called  “Schetsen  uits  Mexico,”  in  the 
Dutch  language,  from  the  pen  of  W.  A.  Terwogt  (Culemboro  Blom 
and  Olivierse),  contains  a  series  of  stories  and  Mexican  traditions;  also 
a  chapter  upon  the  revolution  in  Cuba. 

“Banks  in  Venezuela,”  being  a  printe<l  statement  referring  to  bank¬ 
ing  institutions,  both  national  and  private,  is  the  subject  of  a  report 
from  ('onsul  Plumacheu,  at  Maracaibo,  to  the  Department  of  State 
of  the  United  States,  which  is  contained  in  No.  575  of  the  “Advance 
Sheets  of  Consular  Reports,”  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
Commerce. 

“Agricultural  and  Industrial  Conditions  in  Parana”  are  extensively 
treated  by  Mr.  Eugene  Seecjer,  Consul-General  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in 
a  report  to  the  United  States  Department  of  State  dated  October  17, 
1899,  which  is  contained  in  No.  572  of  the  “Advance  Sheets  of  Con¬ 
sular  Reports,”  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  Commerce,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  State. 

“  Breeds  of  Dairy  Cattle  ”  is  the  title  of  Farmers’  Bulletin  No.  106, 
prepared  by  Henry  E.  Alyord,  C.  E.,  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  As  indicated  in 
the  title,  it  deals  with  the  various  breeds  of  dairy  cattle  in  favor  in  the 
United  States,  giving  their  origin  and  history,  their  leading  character¬ 
istics,  and  milk  and  butter  records. 

“De  Vrouw  in  Nederlandsch  West  Indii*,”  published  by  the  West 
Indian  Commission  of  the  National  Exposition  of  Women’s  Work,  col¬ 
lected  by  Jhr.  L.  C.  Vanhui.is,  is  the  title  of  a  little  volume  upon 
women’s  work  in  the  Dutch  West  Indies  (Amsterdam,  1898— H.  J.  W. 
Becht).  The  territory  covered  includes  the  islands  of  Curasao, 
Bonaire,  Aruba,  St.  Martin,  St.  Eu.staquio,  and  Saba. 
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“Cities  of  Paraguay,”  including  Ipacarai,  Paraguari,  Carapegua, 
Tabapy,  Quindi,  Caapucii,  Villa  Florida,  Villa  Rica  San  Pedro,  Villeta, 
Concepcion  Rosario,  and  Villa  del  Pilar,  form  the  8ubje<-t-niatter  of  a 
report  addressed  to  the  United  States  Department  of  State  by  Mr. 
John  N.  Ruffin,  from  Asuncion,  under  date  of  August  30,  1800. 
This  rei>ort  isjmblished  as  No.  571  of  the  “Advance  Sheets  of  (’onsular 
Reports.” 

“TheTasajo  or  I  tried- Beef  Industry  in  the  River  Plate  Countries” 
is  the  title  of  a  very  interesting  report  forwanled  to  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  by  Francois  S.  Jones,  Charge  d’Affaiies  ad  interim  in  Buenos 
Ayres.  The  information  contained  therein  was  collected  from  personal 
observation  and  investigation  by  the  writer,  who  gives  numerous 
details  as  to  the  history  of  the  industry,  the  methods  employed,  its 
relative  national  importance,  market  prices,  labor,  eximrt  valuation,* 
and  pfincipal  establishments. 

In  rejdy  to  l  emarks  made  in  the  “Sud-Amerikanische  Rundschau,” 
with  reference  to  alleged  discord  prevailing  among  the  German  resi¬ 
dents  in  Mexico,  Dr.  C.  Below  contributes  to  the  “Deutsche  Rolonial 
Zeitung”  a  gossipy  sketch  of  the  conditions  as  he  has  observed  them 
in  that  country.  He  claims  that  the  situation  is  not  so  bad  as  has  been 
stated,  and  recites  numerous  incidents  of  the  social  doings  of  his 
fellow-countrymen  in  IMexico.  He  recommends’  a  larger  and  stronger 
German  Consular  Corps  and  more  frequent  visits  of  the  German  navy 
in  order  to  increase  German  influence. 

According  to  the  “Siidamerikanische  Rundschau,”  the  importation 
from  the  United  States  into  the  Argentine  Republic  increased  48  per 
cent  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year.  The  importance 
of  this  is  best  understood  when  it  is  considered  that  a  decrease  is  found 
to  have  occurred  in  the  importations  from  other  countries.  (See 
Monthly  Bulletin  for  October,  1899.)  During  the  second  six 
months  of  this  year  the  United  States  promises  to  exceed  Italy  as  well 
as  Germany,  and  in  a  few  years  will  do  more  business  with  the  Argen¬ 
tine  Republic  than  does  England. 

The  Monthly  Bulletin  welcomes  as  an  exchange  the  “  Export  Im¬ 
plement  Age,”  a  monthly  .journal  published  by  the  Nolan  Publishing 
Company,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  which  is  devoted  exclusively  to  the 
export  trade  in  agricultural  machinery,  pumps,  windmills,  and  farm 
supplies.  The  September  and  October  numbers  are  at  hand  and 
present  an  excellent  appearance  artistically  ami  tyimgraphically.  The 
contents  are  printed  in  four  languages — English,  Spanish,  German,  and 
French — and  among  them  are  several  well-digested  articles  upon  sub¬ 
jects  within  the  programme  of  the  new  publication. 
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“Historia  del  Desenvolvimiento  Intelectual  de  Guatemala,”  by 
Ram6n  a.  Salazar.  Guatemala.  The  author  of  the  work  is  the 
Director  of  the  National  Library  of  Guatemala  and  an  historian  of 
recognized  merit.  The  book  treats  of  the  intellectual  development  of 
Guatemala,  commencing  with  the  first  school  of  European  letters  and 
coming  down  to  the  inauguration  of  the  National  Institute  of  Native 
Indians  in  l.S%.  It  is  divided  into  chapters  wherein  is  traced  with  a 
careful  and  conscientious  hand  worthy  of  all  encomium,  the  intellectual 
advancement  of  the  country  from  the  culture  dominating  the  first  con¬ 
querors  to  the  present-day  status  in  science,  art,  and  letters. 

“The  German  Merchant  in  Brazil”  is  the  title  of  an  article  in  the 
“Kolouial  Zeitung”  by  Dr.  Bobgius.  He  refers  to  the  fact  that  South 
America  is  undoubtedly  the  world’s  market  which  is  most  sought  after, 
and  speaks  of  England  and  the  United  States  as  the  important  com- 
I>etitors  of  Germany.  The  reports  of  Mr.  T.  Worthington  (recently 
published  in  full  by  the  Bureau  of  the  American  liei)ublics)  are  spoken 
of  and  the  attention  of  the  Gerinaii  mercantile  world  is  called  to  them. 
A  further  reference  by  the  author  is  to  the  recent  annual  report  of  Mr. 
Stamforth,  British  Consul  at  Bio  Grande  do  Sul,  from  which  he 
gathers  much  encouragement  for  German  interests. 

The  September  number  of  the  “Revista  Nacional,”  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
contains  two  interesting  and  well-written  articles.  One  is  “  Haiti  y  el 
Arbitrage  de  sus  Fronteras,”  by  A.  Poujol,  of  Port  au  Prince,  which 
treats  of  the  boundary  dispute  that  existed  for  so  long  a  time  between 
Haiti  and  Santo  Domingo  and  which  was  submitted  for  decision  to 
Pope  Leo  XllI  by  the  convention  of  July  3, 1895.  The  author  clearly 
and  entertainingly  rehearses  the  history  of  this  question  from  its  incip- 
iency,  the  text  being  elucidated  by  many  notes  and  citations.  The 
other  article  is  the  “Crdnica  Hisbirica  Chilena  desde  1802  1810,”  by 

Santiago  Leal  (Juan  Egana),  and  is  the  third  installment  of  a  con¬ 
tinued  article  ui)on  the  historical  chronicles  of  Chile  for  the  years 
named. 

“  Lecciones  de  Historia  General  de  Guatemala,”  by  Rafael  Aguirre 
CiNTA,  published  at  Guatemala  City,  is  an  important  work  of  this  well- 
known  Mexican  scholar,  an  alumnus  of  the  Normal  School  of  the  State 
of  Vera  Cruz,  who  has  lived  in  re(«nt  years  in  the  capital  of  Guate¬ 
mala,  devoting  his  time  to  teaching  and  delving  into  historical  studies. 
His  first  work  was  entitled  “  Leccifm  de  Historia  General  de  Mexico,” 
which  was  received  with  great  favor.  The  present  volume  is  illus¬ 
trated  with  numerous  engravings  relating  to  the  life  and  culture  of  the 
primitive  settlers  on  Guatemalan  soil,  and  depicting  the  present  con¬ 
dition  of  the  country,  and  contains  portraits  of  distinguisheil  persons 
of  ancient  and  motleru  times  in  the  Central  American  Republic  beyond 
the  Usumacinta. 
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Mr.  L.  Gentil  Tippenhaubr,  of  Port  au  Prince,  has  sent  to  “  Peter- 
mann's  Mitteilungen,  No.  7,  1899,”  a  description  of  a  trip  which  he 
made  in  1896  across  a  part  of  the  Republic  of  Haiti,  between  Gonaives 
and  Borgne,  as  a  member  of  a  scientific  commission  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  discovering  cinnabar  deposits.  Although  the  principal 
object  of  that  mission  did  not  give  the  results  expected,  the  commission 
obtained  varied  and  new  information  concerning  the  toiH)graphy  and 
geology  of  Haiti.  The  existence  of  certain  minerals  was  established 
and  a  topographic  map  of  the  country,  formerly  unknown,  was  pre- 
l>ared.  The  author  contributes  a  further  pai>er  upon  the  geology  of 
Haiti  in  “  Petermann’s  Mitteilungen,  No.  9,”  a  sketch  of  the  region 
between  the  Leogane  Grand-Goave,  Jacmel,  and  Bainet.  The  article 
is  supplemented  by  a  most  excellent  map  of  the  district. 

The  “  Kolonial  Zeitung”  of  September  28,  181>9,  contains  an  article 
by  Dr.  M.  Gurke,  upon  the  importance  of  the  ramie  culture  for  the 
German  colonies  in  Africa.  For  several  years  past  the  Monthly 
Bi'LLETIN  has  noted  the  progress  being  maile  in  this  branch  of  agri¬ 
cultural  ettbrt,  and  much  of  what  the  author  says  has  already  been 
treated  (March,  1894;  May,  1894;  June,  1895;  October,  1896;  May, 
1897;  September,  1897 ;  January,  1S98;  June,  1898;  September,  1899) 
in  this  ]>ub]ication.  He  states,  however,  that  the  failure  to  succeed  in 
cultivating  ramie  in  North  America,  Algiers,  Egypt,  Natal,  Mauritius, 
Reunion,  is  owing  entirely  to  climatic  circumstances,  and  in  reality 
the  field  for  its  culture  is  very  limited,  since  there  must  be  an  eipially 
warm  and  damp  climate.  It  has  been  stated  heretofore  in  the 
Monthly  Bulletin  that  the  countries  of  South  and  Central  America 
and  Mexico  are  adaptable  for  ramie  culture. 

The  “American  Trade  Index,”  issued  in  January  last  by  the  National 
Association  of  Manufacturers,  has  recently  been  republished  in  a  form 
which  will  render  it  particularly  valuable  to  Latin- American  merchants, 
for,  under  the  title  of  “  Tndice  del  Coniercio  Americano,”  a  Spanish 
edition  has  been  made  which  follows  the  plan  and  arrangement  of  the 
English  volume.  The  purpose  is  to  place  in  the  hands  of  foreign  mer¬ 
chants  a  convenient  handlmok  which  shall  enable  them  to  select  repu¬ 
table  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  in  any  lines  in  which  they 
may  be  interested.  The  book  contains  a  list  of  the  members  of  the 
Association  and  the  articles  manufactured  by  each  firm ;  also  the  cable 
addresses,  and  various  other  details  of  imiM)rtiince  to  dealers.  Its  dis¬ 
tribution  will  be  gi’atuitous,  and  is  intended  solely  for  the  Spanish- 
speaking  countries  of  the  world,  including  Spain,  South  America, 
Central  America,  Mexico,  the  West  Indies,  and  the  Philippines. 

A  pamphlet  has  been  issued  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Walter 
Wyman,  Surgeon-General  Marine-Hospital  Service,  prepared  by  Surg. 
H.  R.  Carter,  U.  S.  M.  H.  S.,  which  treats  of  the  “Shipment  of  Mer- 
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obandise  from  a  Towu  Infected  with  Yellow  Fever.”  The  article  is  a 
valuable  one,  and  in  the  event  of  another  yellow-fever  epidemic  in  the 
United  States  it  is  proposed  to  adopt  the  suggestions  ma<le  into  the 
form  of  regulations  of  shipments  of  freight  from  atdicted  localities. 
These  will  allow  without  disinfection,  or  with  practical — that  is  super- 
ticial — disinfection,  the  shipment  of  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
merchandise  most  needed  in  the  agricultural  districts  of  the  South,  such 
as  wholesale  groceries,  machinery,  agricultural  implements,  salt,*  oil, 
etc.,  and  thus  impose  the  least  possible  loss  on  the  section  of  the  country 
quarantined,  which  can  afford  to  wait  for  its  “piece  goods,”  etc.,  until 
frost.  Indeed,  except  for  the  embargo  on  cotton  bagging  (jRte)  it  would 
give  such  a  district  nearly  all  that  it  really  needs  during  an  epidemic 
in  the  city  which  usually  supplies  it. 

In  the  “  Deutsche  Kolonial  Zeitung”  of  October  12, 1890,  Dr.  Boysen- 
KiEL  has  an  interesting  article  upon  the  trade  between  (iermany  and 
the  Argentine  Kepublic.  He  gives  the  statistics  which  have  already 
api)eared  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  October  last,  and  continues: 
“Of  first  importance  among  the  imports  from  Germany  are  raw  material 
and  manufactures  of  textiles;  then  follow  wines  and  liquors,  chemicals, 
pai>er  and  paper  goods,  iron  and  ironware,  glassware,  etc.  The 
increased  imimrtation  of  wines  and  liquors  is  chiefly  of  the  ordinary 
grades  in  barrels,  of  which  in  1808  there  were  i558,094  hectoliters,  val¬ 
ued  at  5,500, (KK)  pesos.  Owing  to  the  increased  i)roduction  of  the 
Argentine  breweries  and  the  high  duty,  the  imimrtation  of  beer  has 
fallen  off.  Mineral  waters  also  show  a  decrease  for  the  same  reasons. 
The  keen  itompetition  which  Germany  has  to  meet  from  other  countries 
in  the  Argentine  market  spurs  on  to  the  greatest  effort.  Besides  Eng¬ 
land  and  Italy,  it  is  the  United  States  which  is  making  progress, 
especially  in  iron  goods,  electro-technical  goods,  etc.” 

“De  bemesting  en  bet  drogen  Van  Koffie  in  Brazilie  (Amsterdam, 
1898— J.  11.  UE  Bussy)  is  an  exhaustive  and  valuable  publication, 
treating  in  the  fullest  manner  the  subject  of  the  production  of  coffee 
in  Brazil.  It  has  been  prej)ared  by  Dr,  F.  W.  Dafert,  Director  of 
the  Agricultural  Institute  of  the  State  of  Sao  I’anlo  in  Campinas, 
Brazil,  with  the  assistance  of  Ernst  Lehman  and  L.  Bidinins.  The 
volume  contains  numerous  statistical  tables  and  diagrams,  explanatory 
»)f  the  most  recent  methods  of  treating  coffee  for  the  market,  and  also 
analytical  statements  in  regard  to  the  various  <iualities.  Dr.  Dafert 
has  further  publisheil  in  the  German  language,  under  the  title  “Ueber 
die  gengenwiirtige  Lage  des  Kaffebaus  in  Brasilien,”  a  lecture  deliv¬ 
ered  by  him  in  Amsterdam  on  March  18,  1898.  Attached  to  and  part 
of  the  pamphlet  are  the  following  maps  and  diagrams,  colored: 

1.  Maps  showing  amount  of  land  devoted  to  coffee  culture  in  Brazil, 
indicating  the  condition  in  1898. 
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2.  Table  showing  the  comparative  world’s  production  and  prices  in 
1897.  By  J.  F.  de  Lacerda.  1897. 

3.  Graphic  description  of  the  protluction  of  coflee.  By  J.  F.  de 
Lacerda.  1897. 

4.  Comparative  statement  showing  the  relation  of  crop  to  consump¬ 
tion  and  stock  on  hand  of  Santos  cofiee.  J.  F.  de  Lacerda.  1897.  / 

Dr.  Carl  Sapper,  the  distinguished  German  scientist,  references  to 
whose  works  have  frequently  appeared  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin, 
has  contributed  a  most  interesting  article  to  the  ‘‘ Siidamerikanische 
Rundshau”  in  regard  to  the  coinage  in  Central  America.  He  says: 

“  Since  the  foundation  of  the  Gei  man  Empire  and  of  the  unification 
of  Italy  there  is  no  territtiry  on  earth  containing  a  greater  number  of 
diflerent  States  within  a  small  compass  than  in  Central  America,  as 
that  division  between  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  and  Panama  must 
be  regarded.  The  entire  territory  originally  belonged  to  the  Spanish 
Colonial  Empire,  from  which  the  British  colony  of  Honduras  (Belize) 
was  the  first  to  fall  away  (finally  through  the  battle  of  St.  George  at 
the  end  of  the  last  century),  while  at  the  commencement  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century  the  various  Spanish  colonies  fell  away  from  the  mother 
land  and  formed  themselves  into  independent  States.  They  aM  adopted 
the  North  American  silver  dollar  (100  centavos)  as  a  unit  in  their 
monetary  system.  However,  since  this  silver  dollar  represented  two 
of  the  old  Spanish  tostones  of  4  re.ales  so  the  most  of  these  States 
retained  the  old  reales  and  gave  to  the  dollar  (peso  or  sol)  8  reales  of 
12i  centavos,  while  others  maintained  the  decimal  system  of  2  centavos 
to  a  real.  “After  Chiapas  had  finally  seceded  from  the  Central  Ameri¬ 
can  Republic'  and  had  united  with  Mexico,  the  Central  American 
Republic  in  1839  divided  itself  into  five  different  States,  and,  notwith¬ 
standing  that  many  attempts  have  been  made,  they  have  never  been 
able  to  unite.  In  view  of  the  strong  territorial  divisions  and  the  long- 
enduring  political  independence  of  the  several  States,  as  well  as  owing 
to  the  various  commercial  interests,  a  peculiar  condition  in  the  coinage 
obtains.”  Dr.  Sapper  then  exitlains  in  detail  the  situation  in  British 
Honduras,  Mexico,  Guatemala,  Honduras,  Salvador,  Nicaragua,  Costa 
Rica,  and  Colombia. 

Mr.  Manuel  de  (  )liveira  Lima,  first  secretary  of  the  Legation  of 
Brazil  in  Washington,  member  of  the  Brazilian  Academy  and  of  sev¬ 
eral  scientific  institutions,  has  just  published  an  interesting  work 
under  the  title  “Nos  Estados  Unidos — Impressfies  Politicas  e  Sociaes” 
(F.  A.  Brockhaus,  Leijizig,  1899).  This  work,  notable  by  reason  of  the 
cosmoi>olitau  spirit  and  the  sincerity  evident  on  every  one  of  its  pages, 
is  iierhaps  the  most  interesting  that  has  been  written  up  to  the  present 
time  by  a  South  American  regarding  this  country,  and  shows  intelli¬ 
gence,  industry,  and  study  on  the  part  of  the  author,  who,  in  the  few 
years  he  has  resided  in  the  United  States,  has  learned  to  so  thoroughly 
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understand  the  American  clmructer  and  the  mechanism  of  its  ])oIitical 
and  social  institutions.  The  work  covers  .‘>24  pages,  precede<l  by  an 
introduction  explanatory  of  the  purposes  of  the  book,  wliich  are  no 
other  than  to  make  patent  in  Brazil,  where  “the  United  States  are 
s})oken  of  very  well  or  very  ill,”  the  ditliculty  of  the  social  problems 
and  the  grandeur  of  the  institutions  of  the  great  American  Republic. 

The  eleven  chapters  making  up  the  work  are  as  follows:  The  Negro 
Problem — The  Effects  of  Immigration — The  Characteristics  of  the 
People — The  Influence  of  Women — Society — The  Political  Moilel — 
Catholicism  and  Education — American  Writers — The  Foreign  Policy — 
The  Relations  Between  Brazil  and  the  United  States — The  Colonial 
Policy.  There  is  also  an  appendix  containing  several  notes  referring  to 
matters  treated  in  the  body  of  the  work.  This  is  not  the  first  literary 
effort  of  Mr.  Oliveira  Lima,  as  he  is  already  well  known  through  his 
works  relating  to  Brazil.  The  author  has  in  jireparation  another  book 
with  the  title  “Ideas  Fundanientaes  da  Politica  Norte  Americana,” 
which,  to  judge  from  the  way  the  subject  in  “Nos  Esta<lo8  Unidos”  is 
treated,  must  be  of  the  greatest  interest. 

“The  Civil  Law  in  Spain  and  Spanish  America,  including  Cuba, 
Porto  Rico,  and  Philippine  Islands,  and  the  S])anish  Civil  Code  in 
force,  annotated  and  with  references  to  the  (’ivil  Codes  of  Mexico, 
Central  and  South  America,  with  a  history  of  all  the  Spanish  Codes 
and  Summary  of  Canonical  Laws  of  the  principal  Fueros,  or  Ordena- 
mientos,  Councils,  and  Ordenanzas  of  S[>ain  from  the  earliest  times  to 
the  Twentieth  Century,  including  the  Spanish,  Mexican,  Cuban,  and 
Porto  Rican  Autonomical  Constitutions,  and  a  History  of  the  Laws  of 
the  Indies — Recopilacidn  de  Leyes  de  los  Reynos  de  las  Indias” — by 
Clifford  Stevens  Walton. 

The  above  entitled  work  is  now  id  press  and  will  be  issued  about 
the  first  of  the  year.  There  are  few  persons  so  well  qualified  as  the 
author  to  undertake  a  work  of  the  nature  of  that  cited.  Mr.  Walton 
is  a  member  of  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
an  associate  of  the  Institut  de  Droit  International,  a  corresiM)nding 
member  of  the  Sociedad  de  Geografia  y  Estadistica  of  Mexico,  a  licen¬ 
tiate  of  the  University  of  Habana,  and  has  taken  a  course  of  law  at 
the  University  of  Madrid.  During  the  Spanish-American  war,  Mr. 
Walton  held  the  rank  of  major  and  paymaster  in  the  United  States 
volunteer  service,  and  by  reason  of  his  legal  attainments  was  detaile<l 
to  act  as  legal  adviser  to  the  Governor-General  of  the  island  of  Cuba, 
where  he  translated  into  English  the  civil  code  of  the  island.  Though 
still  a  young  man,  Mr.  Walton  has  had  a  varied  experience  in  his  pro¬ 
fession  which,  together  with  his  thorough  knowledge  of  Spanish, 
peculiarly  fits  him  to  follow  his  literary  tastes  in  the  line  he  has  marked 
out.  He  is  also  the  author  of  several  current  articles  upon  interna¬ 
tional  legal  subjects. 

Bull.  No.  5 - 8 
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The  work  edited  will  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the  library  of  all  who 
are  interested  in  Spanish  America  from  a  Icfjal,  commercial,  political, 
or  historical  point  of  view.  For  sale  by  W.  H.  Lowdermilk  &  Co., 
Washington,  I).  C. 

“Harper’s  Magazine”  for  October,  189!),  contains  a  most  interesting 
sketch  of  “The  Ascent  of  Illimani,’’  in  Bolivia,  made  by  Sir  Martin 
CoN^VAY  in  the  fall  of  1898.  A  plane-table  sketch  survey  of  the  west 
slope  of  the  Cordillera  Heal  from  Illampu  to  Illimani,  surveyed  and 
drawn  by  Sir  Martin  from  Sejitember  1  to  October  31,  18!)8,  accom¬ 
panies  the  article  and  enhances  the  value  of  this  most  instructive 
l)aper.  Incidentally  he  mentions  a  visit  to  the  splendid  Harvard 
Observatory  at  Arequipa,  and  describes  La  Paz,  which  he  siieaks  of  as 
“the  proper  capital  of  Bolivia”  at  some  length.  The  ascent  of  tlie 
mountain  was  made  from  La  I’az  to  a  mean  height  of  21,200  feet  above 
sea  level.  “No  great  town  in  the  world,”  says  the  writer,  “is  so  inti¬ 
mately  associated  with  a  mountain  as  is  La  Paz  with  Illimani.”  In 
returning  to  La  Paz  after  making  the  ascent  of  the  mountain  some 
hours  were  spent  at  the  temporary  almde  of  Mr.  Bandelier,  who  was 
excavating  for  the  National  Miuseum,  at  Washington,  1).  C.,  the  ancient 
villages  and  burying  places  on  the  tlanks  of  the  Illimani. 

“During  the  course  of  our  preliminary  explorations,”  writes  the 
author  traveler,  “we  had  come  across  several  such  burying  jdaces  on 
the  actual  summits  of  the  lower  hills,  and  we  had  found  two  ruined 
villages  and  their  abandoned  but  still  recognizable  teiraced  fields  in  a 
position  most  difficult  of  access,  just  at  the  foot  of  a  glacier,  a  proof 
that  the  pressure  of  impulation  in  pre  Columbian  days  rendered  neces¬ 
sary  the  cultivation  of  every  yard  of  land  that  could  be  reclaimed  and 
watered.  Even  the  position  of  the  canal  that  brought  the  glacier 
water  to  the  field  could  be  traced.”  In  response  to  tlie  (juestion  asked 
by  Sir  Martin  as  to  whether  the  ancient  dwellers  on  Illimani  were 
Incas,  Mr.  Bandelier  says:  “I  do  not  know;  1  have  no  theories;  I 
know  nothing  about  Incas.  All  1  know  is  that  throughout  Peru  and 
Bolivia  there  were  ancient  inhabitants  for  whom  I  have  no  name — 
prehistoric  Peruvians,  if  you  like.  These  jieople  left  remains  which 
exist,  and  descendants — the  Indians  we  see  about  us.  The  remains 
show  that  there  were  great  varieties  of  local  habit  and  custom,  whether 
the  result  of  racial  variety  or  merely  difl'erent  conditions  of  life,  I  do  not 
know.  ♦  *  *  There  are  not  facts  enough  discovered  yet  to  warrant 
very  general  inferences.  *  *  *  The  Indian  to  day  is  very  little 

altered  by  European  influence.  He  carries  a  thin  varnish  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  but  below  it  are  all  the  i>rQ-Colnmbian  beliefs  and  superstitions 
practically  entire.  For  example,  the  Indians  here  worship  Illimani  as 
a  god,  but  they  would  not  acknowledge  to  you  that  they  did  so.” 

Having  successfully  accomplished  the  ascent  of  Illimani,  Mount 
Sorata  next  claimed  the  attention  of  this  indefatigable  traveler,  and 
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the  November  “  Harper”  contains  hi.s  description  of  this  interesting 
au<l  perilous  undertaking,  which,  despite  its  manbilly-niet  dangers, 
resulted  only  in  partial  suc(;ess,  for  the  eminent  mountain  climber  and 
his  two  expert  guides  failed  to  reach  the  summit  of  this  Andean  giant 
by  about  250  feet.  Sir  Martin,  by  triangnlatiou  with  a  0-inch  theotlo- 
lite.  discovered  the  height  of  the  mountain  to  be  24,710  feet  above  sea 
level.  After  his  failure  it  was  with  the  keenest  regi'ct  that  the  brave 
Briton  turned  his  back  uiKin  the  “  stately  pyramid  that  looks  down  on 
hot  Tipuani  and  the  deep,  damp  valleys  whose  streams  roll  over  nngath- 
ercd  gold,  and  whose  banks  bear  countless  rubber  trees  of  the  finest 
quality  in  the  world.” 


AOC MISSIONS  TO  THE  LIHRAEY  DURING  0( 'TUBER, 

1899. 

During  the  past  month  the  Libniry  of  the  Bureau  has  received  the 
following  publications: 

BY  GIFJ*. 

Bureau,  Paul.  Le  Conflit  Italo-l'oloiiibien.  Paris,  1890. 

Levasseur,  E.  Le  Brrsil.  Paris,  1889. 

Maryland  Weather  Service.  Reiiort,  Vol.  I.  Baltimore,  1809. 

Wrij;bt,  .lames  Osborne.  CataloKiie  of  the  Library  of  8.  L.  M.  Barlow.  New  York, 
Ainer.  Art  Asso.,  1880. 

ITBI.ICATIONS  OK  TIIK  KURKAC  OK  KTHNOLOOY.  (8.MITHSONIAN  INSTITI'TION.) 

Holmes,  W.  H.  Use  of  Gold  among  the  Ancient  Inhabitants  of  (.'hiriqni.  Washing¬ 
ton,  1887. 

- .  Ancient  Quarry  in  Indian  Territory.  Washington.  1894. 

- .  Textile  Fabrics  of  Ancient  Peru.  Washington,  1899. 

Boas,  Fran/..  Chinook  Texts.  (Original  translation.)  Washington,  1804. 

Dorsey,  James  Owen.  Omaha  and  Ponca  Letters.  Washington,  1891. 

Fowke,  Gerard.  Archieologic  Investigations  in  James  and  Potomac  Valleys.  Wash¬ 
ington,  1894. 

Henshaw,  Henry  W.  Perforated  Stones  from  California.  Washington,  1887 
Pilling,  James  Constantin.  Bibliography  of  the  Athapascan  Languages. 

- .  Bibliography  of  the  Chinookan  Languages. 

- .  Bibliography  of  the  Salishaii  Languages. 

- .  Bibliography  of  the  Algonquian  Languages. 

- .  Bibliography  of  the  Siouan  Languages. 

- .  Bibliography  of  the  Eskimo  Languages. 

- .  Bibliography  of  the  Wakasham  Languages. 

Pollard,  J.  Garland.  Pamunkey  Indians  of  Virginia.  Washington.  1899. 

Mooney,  Janies.  Siouan  Tribes  of  the  East.  Washington,  1894. 

Thomas,  Cyrus.  Catalogue  •  *  •  Prehistoric  Works.  Washington,  1891. 

- .  Work  in  Mound  Exploration.  Washington,  1887. 

- .  •  •  •  Earthworks  of  Ohio.  Washington,  1889. 

- .  The  Maya  Year.  Washington,  1894. 
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OFFICIAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

CHILE. 

Camino  Carretero  entre  Valparaiso  y  Vina  del  Mar.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1897. 
Contratos  de  Obras  Pilblicas.  Reglanieiito.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1897. 

Ciiltivo  y  Preparacibn  del  Lino.  Don  J.  Rigot.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1898. 
Enfemiedades  de  la  Vid  en  el  Departainento  del  Parral.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1897. 
Escuela  *  •  *  de  Agricnltura  de  Santiago.  Reglamento.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1897. 
Estndio  del  Ferroc.arril  Longitudinal.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1898. 

Exposicibn  Centro-Aniericana  de  Guatemala.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1898. 

Ferrocarril  de  Illapel  al  Choapa.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1898. 

Ferrocarril  de  Serena  d  Rivadavia.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1898. 

Ferrocarriles  de  Cremallera  *  •  *.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1897. 

Ferrocarril  de  Qnilpub  d  Melipilla.  Santiago  do  Chile,  1897. 

Mlnisterio  do  Industrias  y  Obras  Pilblicas : 

Memoria  de  los  Ferrocarriles,  1897.  Santiago  de  Chile,  18!>8. 

Memoria  del  Ministro  •  •  •  1893.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1K94. 

Memoria  del  Ministro  •  •  •  1898-1899.  (2  vols.) 

Cuadros  Estadisticos  de  la  Memoria  de  los  Ferrocarriles  del  Estado.  Santiago 
de  Chile,  1898. 

Plan  de  Obras  Pilblicas.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1897. 

Propagacibn  de  la  Langosta  de  .Juan  Fernandez  *  *  *.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1898. 

Sociedad  Nacional  de  Agricultura.  Guanos  Fosfatados  Chileiios  y  su  Aplicacibn. 
Santiago  de  Chile,  1897. 

Reglamento  *  •  *  Escuela  Practica  de  Mineria  *  *  *  .  Santiago  de  Chile, 

1895. 

Escuela  Profesion.-il  de  Minas.  Santiago  de  Chile. 

Smith,  Don  W.  A.  Introdiicoibn  del  Salnn'in  en  Chile.  Santiago  de  Chile,  18!t7. 

Un  Ferrocarril  entre  (.'hiuches  y  Pueblo  llundido.  Santiago  de  (’bile,  1897. 

rOSI  A  KICA. 

Museo  Nacioual  de  Costa  Rica.  Infonne  *  *  *  2"  seiiiestre  del  ano  189S  a  lS9!t. 

San  Josb,  Tip.  Nac.,  1899. 

MEXICO. 

Ministorio  de  Fomeiito.  Censo  General  de  la  Repilbliea  Mexicans.  Mbxico,  18Jt9. 
Verified  to  October  20, 1895. 

Secretariade  Hacienda.  Boletin  de  F.stadistiea  Fiscal.  Abril  de  189it.  Mbxico,  1899. 
- .  Aniouedacibn  6  introdiiccibn  de  Metales  Preciosos.  Mbxico,  1899. 

1‘KIIU. 

Memoria  del  Minist<-rio  de  Relaciones  Kxteriores.  Lima,  1S99. 

I'NITEI)  STATES  DKI’AKTMENT  OK  AOKKUU.TrRE. 

Fifteenth  Annual  Report  Bureau  of  .\ninial  Industry.  Washington,  1899. 

HlirOUAY. 

Ci'nligo  Civil  •  •  »  .  Montevideo,  1893. 

Director  General  do  Aduanas.  Tarifa  de  Iinjinrtacibn.  Monti-vidoo,  18S9. 

Registro  Ofieial,  1892.  Montevideo,  1893. 

Biblioteca  Nacional.  Anales  de  la  Bibliografia  Urugiiaya,  1895.  Montevideo,  1899. 
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BY  PURCHASE. 

Clotten,  M.  Ainerika.  Leipzig,  1893. 

Ctkligo  civil.  Mexico,  1891. 

CiinDinghatn,  W.  Growth  of  Euglish  indnstry  and  commerce.  Cambridge,  1896. 
Dafert,  F.  W.  De  bcmeeting  en  het  drogen  van  kottie  in  Brazilii*.  Amsterdam,  1898. 

- .  Kaifeebaii  in  Brasilien.  Amsterdam,  18i»8. 

Directorio  de  la  Habana.  New  York,  189!*. 

Ilalxd,  .lean.  Ansiehten  aus  Siid-Amerika.  Braunschweig,  1897. 

Ireland,  Alleyne.  Tropical  colonization.  New  York,  1899. 

Leonard,  John  W.  Who’s  Who  in  America.  18!*9-1900.  Chicago,  18!*9. 

Paasche,  H.  Knltiir-  and  Keisekizzen  durch  Nord-  nnd  Mittel-Amerika.  Berlin. 
Reiss,  W.,  and  Stiibel  A.  Hochgebirge  der  Repiiblik  Ecuador.  1-3.  Berlin,  1892, 
1893,1898.  (3vol8.) 

Romero,  Matias.  Mexico  and  the  United  States.  New  York,  1898. 

Sapper,  Carl.  l)asN<>rdIiche  Mittel-Amerika.  Magdeburg,  1894. 

Sheldon’s  Export  Trade.  1899-1900.  New  York,  1899. 

Statesman’s  Year  Book.  1899.  Now  York,  1899. 

Taylor,  J.  P.  Commercial  Code  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico.  Mexico,  1894. 
Terwogt,  W.  A.  Schetsen  nit  Mexico.  Cnlemborg. 

Tooke,  C.  W’.  (Trans.)  Political  constitution  of  the  Republic  of  Chile.  ITrbana, 
Ill.,  1899. 

Vosinaer,  O.  E.  G.  Suriname  het  Gondland  der  Toekomst.  Den  Haag. 

Van  Panhnijs,  Jhr.  L.  C.  He  vrouw  in  Nederlaudscli  Westindii^  Amsterdam,  1898. 


I’ERIODICALS  AND  NEWSPAPERS  PERMANENTLY 
FILED  IN  THE  LIBRARY. 

Persons  interested  in  tlie  commercial  and  general  news  of  foreign 
countries  will  find  the  following  among  the  jieriotlical  publications  on 
the  permanent  tiles  in  the  Library  of  the  Bureau  of  the  American 
Republics: 

Anglo  (The)  American  Magazine.  New  York  and  London.  Monthly. 
Argentiuisch  Wochenblatt.  Bnenos  Ayres,  Argentine  Kepubiic.  Weekly. 

Board  of  Tra«le  Journal.  London,  England.  Monthly. 

Boletin  del  Instituto  Cientifico  y  Literario.  Toluca,  Mexico. 

Boletin  de  la  Unidn  Industrial  Argentina.  Buenos  Ayres,  Argentine  Republic. 
Monthly. 

Boletin  de  la  Red  Meteoroldgica  y  Revista  Cientiiica.  Toluca,  Mexico. 

British  Trade  Journal.  London,  England.  Monthly. 

Bulletin  of  American  Geographical  Society.  New  York. 

Coal  Trade  Journal.  New  York.  Weekly. 

Diario  Oticial.  Bogota,  Colombia.  Daily. 

Diario  Oficial.  Managua,  Nicaragua.  Daily. 

Diario  Oticial  (OfBcial).  Mexico,  Mexico.  Daily. 

Diario  Oticial  (Laws).  Mexico,  Mexico.  Daily. 

Diario  del  Salvador.  San  Salvador,  Salvador.  Daily. 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Reports.  London,  England. 

El  Agricnltor  Mexicano.  Mexico,  Mexico.  Monthly. 

£1  Economists.  Lima,  Peru.  Weekly, 
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El  EconnmiHta  Mexicano.  Mexico,  Mexico.  Weekly. 

El  Estado  lie  Colima.  Colima,  Mexico.  Weekly. 

El  (>natemaIt<‘co.  Guatemala,  Guatemala.  Weekly. 

El  Pro^ireso  de  Mexico.  Mexico,  Mexico.  Weekly. 

El  Republieano.  Aguascalientes,  Mexico.  Weekly. 

El  Siglo.  Montevideo,  Uruguay.  Daily. 

Field  Columbian  Museum  Publications.  Cbicago,  Illinois. 

Fielden’s  Magazine.  London,  England.  Monthly. 

Free  Museum  of  Science  and  Art.  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  (Quarterly. 

Gaceta  Municipal.  Guaya<iuil,  Ecuador.  Weekly. 

Gaceta  Ofieial.  Caracas,  Venezuela.  Daily. 

Geographic.al  Journal.  London,  England.  Monthly. 

.Tomal  do  Commercio.  Rio  de  .Janeiro,  Brazil.  Daily. 

Journal  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  London,  England.  Quarterly. 

Lavoura  (A).  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil.  Monthly. 

La  Ensefianza.  Asuncion,  Paraguay.  Semimonthly. 

La  Gaceta.  (Official.)  Costa  Rica.  Daily. 

La  Gaceta.  Tegucigalpa,  Honduras.  Weekly, 

La  Plate  Zeitung.  Buenos  Ayres,  Argentine  Republic. 

La  Produccidn  Argentine.  Buenos  Ayres. 

La  Produccidn  Nacional.  Buenos  Ayres,  Argentine  Republic.  Semimonthly. 
Modem  Mexico.  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Mexico  City.  Monthly. 

Moniteur  Officiel.  P.aris,  France.  Weekly, 

Novedades  (Las).  NewYork,  N.  Y.  Weekly. 

Petermann's  Mitteiinngen.  Gotha,  Germany.  Monthly. 

Revista  Brazileira.  Rio  de  .laneiro,  Brazil.  Monthly. 

Revista  de  la  Instruccion  Pfiblica  de  Colombia.  Bogota,  Colombia.  Monthly. 
Revista  Maritima  Brazileira.  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil.  Monthly. 

Revista  Mensual.  Asuncion,  Paraguay.  Monthly. 

Revista  Nacional.  Buenos  Ayres,  Argentine  Republic.  Monthly. 

Semana  Mercantil.  Mexico,  Mexico.  Weekly. 

Siidamerikanische  Rundschau.  Berlin,  Germany.  Monthly. 

Times  (The).  London,  England.  Daily. 

Trade  and  Navigation  Reports  (Official).  London.  Monthly. 

Le  Nouveau  Monde  Paris,  France.  Weekly. 

ADDITIONS  TO  LIST  OF  PERMANENT  FILES  DURINO  OCTOBER. 

Anales  del  Departamento  do  Ganaderia  y  Agricnltura.  Montevideo.  (Monthly.) 
Boletin  do  Agricnltura,  Mineria  6  Industrias.  Mexico,  Mexico,  (Monthly.) 
Boletin  Deinogrdfieo  Argontino.  Buenos  Ayres.  (Monthly.) 

Bulletin  of  the  Free  Museum  of  Science  and  Arts.  Philadelphia.  (Quarterly.) 
Deutsche  Kolonialzeitung.  Berlin.  (Weekly.) 

El  Comercio.  La  Paz,  Bolivia. 

El  Comercio.  Lim.a,  Peru. 

El  Correo  Nacional.  Bogota,  Colombia. 

Freir’s  Colonial  and  Foreign  Register.  I.ondon.  (Monthly.) 

La  Patria.  Leon,  Nicaragua. 

Le  Commerce  Exti-rieiir  Argentiu.  Buenos  Ayres. 

Publications  of  the  National  Society  of  Agriculture  of  Chile. 

Revue  du  Commerce  ExtiTieur.  Paris.  (Semimonthly.) 

Revue  Politique  et  Parlementaire.  Paris.  (Monthly.) 

TabIeaux|Mensuels  de  Statist  iqne  Muiiicipale  de  la  Ville  de  Paris.  Paris.  (Monthly.) 
Tenders  and  Contracts.  London. 

'  Venezuelan  Herald.  Caracas,  Venezuela. 


Boletix  Mexsuai. 

PE  LA 

Oficixa  t)e  las  Repi' blu  as  Amehicaxas, 

rnioii  International  de  Repdhlieas  Anierieanas. 

VoL.  VII.  NOVIEMHRE,  1899.  No.  5. 


REPriUJOA  .VUGENTTNA. 

LA  LANA  DB  LA  REPUBLICA. 

El  representantc  del  (lobiemo  de  la  Argentina  en  el  Congreso  Comer- 
cial  Internacional  de  Filadellia,  Senor  Heruerto  Gibson,  contribuyo 
a  enri(jnecer  el  nnniero  de  infonnea  interesantes  presentados  <l  la  con- 
sideracidn  de  aqnel  cuerpo,  con  un  estndio  sobre  “  El  I’roilucto  de  Lana 
en  el  ^lundo  y  la  (.'ontribucidn  de  la  Argentina.”  I’or  metiio  de  csta- 
distica^  deniostrd,  que  de  los  tres  distritoa  donde  la  protlnccidn  de  la 
lana  excede  si  las  necesidadea  locales — Aiistralsiaia,  el  snr  del  Africa  y 
las  repiiblii'svs  del  Rio  de  la  Plata:  Argentina  y  Uruguay — en  las  dos 
priinersia  regionea  ae  notsvba  una  ininenaa  diniiimcidn  de  ganado  lanar, 
mientras  que  en  la  Argentina  y  el  ITrugusiy  las  existenciaa  son  aproxi- 
niadanieiite  8si,iKM),(K)0  de  cabezas  en  aquelia  y  17,0<M),(MK)  en  esta,6  sea 
un  auinento  de  insis  de  20,(MX),000  de  csibezaa  en  ambaa  repiiblicaa  desde 
1899. 

De  lo  antedicho  deduce  el  autor  la  preeiuinencia  conaigniente  de  Isi 
Argentina  coino  fuente  de  abaato  para  los  telarea  del  inundo,  y  calcula 
que  la  produccidn  total  de  lana  en  siquel  pais  puede  suponerse  hoy,  jior 
t<*rniino  medio,  en  2(K).()09  toneladas.  El  90  por  ciento  de  eata  cantidad 
ae  insinda  si  los  fabricantea  de  Fraucia,  Alemania  y  Btdgica,  corres- 
jiondiendo  d  la  iiriinera  42  por  ciento  del  total,  y  el  10  por  ciento  res- 
tsinte  se  divide  entre  los  niercadoa  de  la  Grsin  Bretana,  los  Estados 
Unidoa  e  Italia.  Tomando  en  conaiderai-idn  el  producto  argentino  y  el 
del  extranjero  que  usan  los  fabricantea,  se  ileinuestra  que  la  Argentina 
contribuyo  cou  3^  por  ciento  al  comercio  de  la  Gran  Bretana,  4  por 
ciento  al  de  los  Estados  Uuidos  y  43  imr  ciento  al  comercio  de  Fraucia, 
Alemania  y  Belgica  rennidas. 
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El  Sefior  Gibson  lanienta  el  lieclio  de  que  la  lana  arfjeiitina  sea  cono- 
cida  principalineiite  eii  los  Estados  Uiiidos  ix)r  el  prodncto  de  las 
autifrnas  razas  eriollas  qiie  hoy  se  eneueiitraii  eii  las  ))rovincias  del 
norte,  de  donde  estan  desaiiarecieiido  rapidaniente  a  favor  de  los  adelaii 
tos  hechos  en  los  inetodos  de  cria.  Por  imxchos  aoos  se  haii  veiiido 
iinportaiido  a  la  Kepablica  earneros  de  las  mejores  razas  del  iniindo,  y 
durante  los  ultinios  einco  anos  el  80  ])or  ciento  de  las  exixortaciones  de 
ovejas  heehas  por  la(iran  Bretana  ha  sido  conqxrado  alli.  Ijos  Estados 
Unidos  hail  contrilmido  con  sus  merinos  de  Vermont  y  la  Nueva 
Zelandia  (ton  sn  raza  “Liiutoln,”  (pu'dando  deinostrado  asi  que  los  coin- 
jiradores  de  lana  argentina  ohtendran  un  producto  de  jiriraera  (talidad. 

Tres  cosas,  dice  el  autor,  son  de  iinportancia  ca]>ital  para  el  estable- 
ciiniento  de  un  (toinercio  rcfrular  en  lanas  crudas  arfientinas  jiara  los 
telares  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  a  saber:  la  jiresencia  de  representantes 
de  los  fabricantes  en  los  inercados  de  lana  de  Buenos  Aires;  el  estable- 
cimiento  de  coinunicacicin  directa  por  vai>or  entre  los  dos  paises,  y  el 
de  ridaciones  bancarias  directas. 

FALTA  DE  FACILIDADES  PARA  LA  TRANSP0RTACI6N  DE 
CEREALES 

Seprun  un  inforine  diripfido  nltimainente  por  el  Ocuisul  fraud's  en 
Gi'irdoba  ii  su  Gobierno,  hay  en  la  actualidad  en  los  almacenes  del  fe- 
rrocarril  (pie  va  de  Cc'irdoba  Ji  Rosario  1,400,000  sacos  de  trigo  y  de 
inaiz;  en  los  del  Ferrocarril  Central  .^60, (MM) sacos;  en  losde  la  lineaque 
corre  de  Buenos  Aires  .4  Rosario  150,000  sacos,  y  en  los  del  camino  de 
hierro,franc(‘S  de  Santa  Fe  00,000  sacos.  Toda  esta  cantidad  tiene  que 
ser  transportada  a  Europa,  y  si  a  ella  se  agregan  8,000  toneladas  (pie 
existen  en  granjas  de  particulares  y  una  cantidad  dos  veces  mayor  en 
las  estaciones  interniediarias  de  los  ramales  ferrocarrileros,  se  obtiene 
una  cantidad  de  cerca  de  400,(M)0  toneladas  de  cereales  que,  A  falta  de 
veleros  y  buques  de  vapor  en  que  embarcarla,  obstruye  los  puertos  y 
las  estaciones  de  arribo,  irapide  las  operaciones  de  traccidn  y  almacenaje, 
y  retarda  la  llegadade  nuevos  cargainentos  del  interior. 

Las  transacciones  comerciales  se  p.arilizan  6  se  llevan  a  cabo  bajo 
condiciones  desastrozas  para  los  agricultores,  por(pie  los  exportadores 
rehusan  comprar  el  grano  A  los  precios  corrientes,  por  temor  de  que 
continue  la  escasez  de  einbarcaciones  y  que  esto  les  impida  jiar  largo 
tieinpo  satisfacer  los  pedidos  ipie  se  les  ban  hecho. 

Los  armadores  cobran  en  la  actualidad  un  promedio  de  27  chelines 
y  se  teme  que  al  terminar  la  cosecha  de  maiz,  cobraran  30  chelines, 
precio  verdaderamente  excesivo,  si  se  la  conqiara  con  el  que  se  cobra 
en  otros  paises,  <>  con  el  de  15  chelines  que  prevaleci(>  en  la  Argentina 
durante  el  ano  pasado.  Se  calcula  que  para  transportar  las  400,(MM) 
toneladas  destinadas  <4  la  exportacicui,  se  necesitaran  como  1.50  barcos. 
De  los  KM)  vapores  que  llegaron  a  los  puertos  del  rio  de  la  Plata  durante 
los  meses  de  agosto,  setiembre  y  octubre,  solamente  GO  6  70  pueden  llevar 
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cargamentos  <le  granos,  y,  en  consecuencia,  la  pn'ixima  cosoclia  de  trigo 
encontrara  d  la  Argentina  con  200, (HK)  tonelada.s  de  cereales  que  no  ban 
sido  exportadas,  lo  ciial  dara  por  reaultado  que  se  mantengan  altos  los 
llete.s  y  que  se  aumenten  los  gastos  del  productor,  pues  se  sabe  que  el 
exi)ortador  lija  sus  condiciones  de  compra  segiin  el  precio  de  los  fletes. 
La  escasez  de  buques  recoiKwe,  segiin  M.  Renoz.  dos  causavS,  a  saber: 
la  dimiuucidn  en  las  iinportaciones  y  los  altos  derecbos  tiscales  que 
pagan  las  enibarcaciones  en  los  puertos  argeiitinos,  bajo  la  forma  de 
derecbos  de  anclaje,  de  estadia,  inuellaje,  etc. 

K1  inlbrme  dailo  jwir  el  Consul  trances  pueile  ser  iitil  ii  los  arinadores 
de  los  Estados  Uiiidos,  jiues  le  ofrece  un  va.sto  campo  ex])lotable  aun 
en  eixicas  de  cosecbas  ordinarias,  pero  inuebo  unis  cuando  la  ])roduc- 
cion  de  cereales  es  extraordinaria. 

M.  Renoz  tainbien  infonna  su  Gobierno  de  que  un  sindicato  com- 
puesto  de  veinte  de  los  principales  moliiieros  de  la  Provincia  de  Buenos 
Aires,  se  ba  organizado  liltimamente  bajo  el  nonibre  de  Sociedad 
Nacional  de  Fabricantes  de  Harina,  y  dice  que  el  presidente  de  dicbo 
sindicato,  al  contestar  4  una  coinunicacit'm  que  le  fue  dirigida  por  el 
Ministro  de  la  Repiiblica  Argentina  en  el  Brazil,  y  relativa  ii  la  situa- 
cion  actual  y  al  jiorveuir  del  coiuercio  de  barinas  en  el  pais  de  su  resi- 
dencia,  se  expresb  de  esta  inatiera:  “Aunque  a  priniera  vista  se  puede 
creer  que,  en  presencia  de  la  distancia  que  tienen  que  atravesar  los 
barcos  que  llevan  al  Brasil  las  barinas  de  la  America  del  Norte,  noso- 
tros  gozamos  ventajas  en  cuanto  al  tlete,  ello  no  es  asi,  sin  embargo, 
por(|ue  nuestros  rivales  envian  con  frecuencia  sus  mercancias  en  buques 
de  vela,  pagando  fletes  muy  bajos,  mientras  que  aqui,  ii  causa  de  la 
gran  abundancia  de  proiluctos  de  eximrtacion  yii  la  escasez  de  buques, 
nos  vemos  obligados  si  pagar  fletes  muy  elevados.”  Por  esta  carta  se 
ve  que  los  armadores  de  los  Estados  Unidos  podrian  extender  sus 
opersiciones  en  lo  relativo  ii  fletes  para  el  Brasil,  especialmente  tratsin- 
dose  de  la  barina. 

demanda  de  manttfacturas  de  los  estados  unidos. 

Ixis  informes  recibidos  del  mercado  de  Nueva  York  durante  la 
semana  que  termind  el  28  de  <K-tubre  de  este  ano,  iudican  que  los  pedi- 
dos  de  ferreteria  que  se  ban  becbo  ii  este  mercado  iiltimamente  son  los 
mils  grandes  de  que  bay  recuerdo  en  la  bistoria  de  este  articulo.  La 
Repiiblica  Argentina  ba  sido  uno  de  los  principsiles  compradores.  Se 
atribuye  el  aumento  en  esta  clase  de  trsifico  ii  los  esfuerzos  que  ban 
becbo  los  comerciantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos  durante  los  iiltimos  seis 
meses  para  veneer  ii  sus  competidores  euroiieos  que  negociaban  en  gran 
escala  con  productos  americanos. 

Maqninaria  elcctrica  imr  valor  de  mils  de  $13,(M)b  y  material  tambien 
elcctrico  con  un  valor  de  $16,000  fueron  enviados  ii  Buenos  Aires  en  la 
dpoca  en  referenda,  y  en  los  iiltimos  dos  buques  que  salieron  con  des- 
tino  ii  puertos  argentinos  se  embarcarou  efectos  de  bierro  por  valor  de 


BUREAU  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


70fi 

$53,<KK>.  Tainbien  se  remitui  un  cargainento  «le  bicicletaa  valorado  en 
$10,(KK),  asf  cotno  inaqninaria  e  instrumentos  para  a^ricultura  cou  valor 
de  $150, (MM),  alanibre  de  acero  i)or  valor  de  $15,200,  y  tubes  para  calde¬ 
ras  con  un  valor  de  $22,(MK),  todo  lo  cual  inuestra  considerable  aumento 
en  los  pedidos.  En  cuanto  a  este  ultimo  articulo,  los  ingleses  liabi'an 
tenido  liasta  hoy  verdadero  nionopolio;  y  la  exportacidn  a  la  Argentina 
de  efectos  plateados,  luaquinas  de  escribir,  inateriales  para  carretones, 
valvulas,  refrigeradores  y  pinturas,  que  basta  ahora  habi'a  sido  insig- 
niheante,  ha  aumentado  de  una  inanera  satisl'actoria.  Entre  los  efectos 
para  la  agricultnra  que  se  embarcaron  fuc  una  gran  cautidad  de  hilo 
de  acarreto. 

PRODUCTOS  AORICOLAS  EN  1898-99. 

El  iiiforine  del  Departainento  de  Estadistica  del  Miuisterio  de  Agri- 
cultura  contiene  datos  provenientes  de  los  diferentes  distritos  agricolas 
de  la  Repiiblica  relatives  a  la  cosecha  de  180H-99.  En  las  provincias 
de  Cordoba,  Entre  Rios,  Santa  Fe  y  Buenos  Aires  se  obtuvieron 
informes  de  3,250  trilladores,  y  se  calcula  que  en  los  territories 
nacionales  y  en  las  provincias  de  Tucuman,  Catamarca,  San  Juan, 
Jujny,  Mendoza,  Rioja,  San  Luis,  Santiago  del  Estero  y  Salta  la 
cosecha  de  trigo  ascenders!  si  iS0,(M)0  toueladas. 

En  los  cuadros  que  vienen  si  continuacion  se  vers!  la  extension  de 
terrene  sembrado  de  trigo  y  la  isroduccibn  de  este  grano  y  de  otros  de 
los  principales  ])rodnctos  en  las  cnatro  provincias  que  rinden  la  mayor 
cautidad  de  cereales : 


rroviucias. 

Uai'ieudas. 

Trigo. 

Avena. 

Santa  Fe... . 

BneDOH  AircH . 

Cdrdolia . 

Entre  RIuh . 

.  12, 483 

.  11,469 

.  3, 992 

.  4, 682 

Ileetdreat. 
1,126,273  1 
668,379 
48:1.321 
216,  555 

Kilogramot. 
868, 187, 668 

1  801. 354. 201 

447,821,455 

1  199, 443,  842 

Meetdrea*. 

879 

11,109 

226 

249 

Kiloil. 

799, 144 
14,  .577, 868 
lUS, 426 
307,:i33 

Total . ;  32.626  2,494. 528  i  2,316,807,166  12,463  15,789.771 


l*nivinoia». 

Cebaila.  ^ 

1 

Centeno.  | 

Linaza. 

Santa  Fe . j 

Biieno.s  Aires . | 

Cordoba . 

Kntro  Hius . 

HfehirfOt} 
2,531  1 
6,282  ' 
449  1 
1,072 

Kilos.  1 
2, 133, 047 
7, 107, 494  1 
408, 355 
1,  :t77, 683 

lllfetdrtas. 

95 

1  808 

45 

!  140 

Kiios. 

52,  387 
870,  928 
:i2,637 
157, 125 

Beetareas. 
131,  344 
47,861 
52,035 
18,828 

1  Kilos. 

1  92,482,709 
45,956,377 
32,897.836 
ll,rj9.202 

Total . 

10,334 

1 

11, 026,579 

1,088 

1,113,077 

250,068 

183,076.124 

llabia  ademsis  3,700  hects!resis  dedicsidas  al  cultivo  de  semillas  para 
psijaros,  de  las  cuales  2,122  estaban  situadas  en  la  ])rovincia  de  Santa 
Fe,  y  1,612  en  la  provincia  tie  Buenos  Aires.  El  producto  total  fuf;  de 
2,182,002  kilogranios.  En  la  provincia  de  Buenos  Aires  4,158  hectsireas 
fneron  sembradiis  de  alfalfa,  y  produjeron  590,056  kilogramos,  siendo  la 
prodnccion  total  de  la  Repiiblica  de  608,200  kilogramos.  For  lo  que 
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hiice  :i  las  lanas,  nn  comerciante  distinguido  de  Buenos  Aires  dice  qne 
las  de  superior  calidad  se  ban  vendido  eii  algunas  partes  del  pais  por 
un  precio  nuis  alto  que  eii  cnalquiera  otra  cpoca  durante  los  liltimos 
quince  afios,  aunque  en  la  e.staci6n  pasada  se  exportaron  20,000  pacas 
meiios  que  eu  1897-08.  Dicbas  pacas  fueron,  por  lo  menos,  20  por 
ciento  mas  pesadas  que  lo  eran  antes,  debido  al  nso  de  prensas  hidrau- 
licas  para  preparar  la  lana  para  la  exportacion.  Estas  prensas  son 
bechas  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  aunque  eu  apariencia  ocasionan  grandes 
gastos,  lasventajas  que  del  usode  las  inismas  se  derivan  pronto  recom- 
pensaii  imr  el  dinero  invertido  en  ellas. 

El  citado  comerciante  asegura  tambicn  que  la  diferencia  entre  la 
cantidad  de  lana  ex{>ortada  en  esta  estaciou  y  la  que  se  exporto  el  auo 
anterior  es  enorme,  representando  $5,000,000  mas  en  valor.  Los  car- 
gamentos  para  los  Estados  Unidos  disminuyeron,  pues  se  euviaron 
4,000  pacas  menos  que  en  el  auo  pasado. 

NOTAS  COMERCIALES. 

Los  delegados  de  la  Eepublica  Argentina  al  Congreso  Oomercial 
Internacional  en  Filadelfia,  Sefiores  Coolidge  S.  Roberts  y  John  C. 
Zimmerman,  representante  este  de  la  Camara  de  Comercio  de  Bnenos 
Aires,  dedicaron  el  tiem|)o  que  se  les  babia  designado  en  la  sesion  Pan- 
Americana  que  tuvo  lugar  el  27  de  octubre,  a  estudiar  la  condicion  co- 
inercial  de  la  Kepiiblica  con  relacidu  al  comercio  con  los  Estados  Unidos. 
Para  demostrar  la  posicidn  qne  cstos  ocupan  en  la  vida  comercial  de  la 
Repiiblica  Argentina,  se  bizo  notar  que  durante  el  ano  de  1898,  el 
valor  de  la  exportiiciones  de  ^sta  para  los  Estados  Unidos  alcanzaba 
ii  cerca  de  4i  por  ciento  de  sn  comercio  toLal  en  este  ramo,  mientras 
(pie  el  95^  restante  correspondia  en  su  mayor  parte  si  Europa.  Durante 
el  inismo  auo  el  valor  de  las  importaciones  efectuadas  por  la  Repii- 
blica  Argentina  de  los  Estados  Unidos  alcanzaba  si  cerca  de  lOA  por 
ciento  del  total,  lo  cual  en  la  opinbin  de  los  delegados  no  es  una 
deinostraciiin  favorable  al  comercio  de  ambos  passes.  Las  iinporta- 
ciones  son  necesariamente  mayores  en  la  Repiiblica  Argentina,  pues  al 
presente  se  encuentra  en  la  imposibilidad  de  obbrner  bierro  y  carlxin 
en  cantidades  snticientes  pstra  el  desarrollo  de  sus  industrias  manu- 
factureras. 

De  los  informes  oficiales  del  Ministerio  de  Haisienda  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  se  deduce  que  las  importaciones  de  la  Argentina,  por  termino 
medio,  se  calculan  en  $35  por  cabeza  al  ano,  d  sea  dos  veces  y  media 
insis  que  los  Estados  Unidos.  En  estas  circunstancias,  es  digno  de 
notar  cniin  ds'biles  son  los  esfnerzos  becbos  por  los  Estados  Unidos 
para  conseguir  mayor  proimrcuin  de  este  comercio  de  imimrtacion. 
Una  de  las  razones  que  cita  el  Sr.  Coolidge  para  explicar  la  escasez 
de  importaciones  americanas  en  los  paises  del  Rio  de  la  Plata  estriba 
en  los  mdtodos  empleados  para  introdncir  y  annnciar  las  mercancias. 
Otra  razdn  es  la  falta  de  lineas  de  vapores  con  bandera  americana  que 
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vayan  ii  los  puertos  del  Sur,  pues,  seguii  parece,  durante  el  ano  de  1898 
ni  un  solo  vapor  con  bandera  aniericana  toed  en  los  iniertos  del  Plata. 

Ell  cuanto  si  las  exportaciones,  es  bien  sabido  que  la  Argentina 
exporta  grandes  cantidsides  de  cueros,  laua,  pieles  de  ovejas  y  de 
cabra,  cerda,  trigo,  niaiz,  linaza,  cebada,  avena,  heno,  ganado  en  jiie  de 
todas  (;lase8,  inaderas,  etc.,  si  lo  cual  hay  que  afiadir  el  auniento  de  lag 
exportaciones  de  muchas  de  las  excelentes  nisideras  del  Gran  Chaco, 
entre  las  cuales  se  cuenta,  coino  iirincijial,  el  (juebrai’ho,  que  en  Kuropa 
y  en  los  Estados  Unidos  se  ein])lea  con  grande  aceptacion  en  la  (piiinica 
y  la  cnrtiduria.  Las  exjiortaciones  de  trigo  y  de  bariiia  para  1897-98 
alcanzaron  si  770,909  toneladas,  y  psirii  1898-99  los  einbarques  se  cal- 
culan  de  1,709,000  si  1,800,000  toneladas.  Los  csilculos  lieclios,  basados 
en  los  datos  recibidos  durante  el  primer  semestre  de  1899,  indican  que 
el  coinercio  total  de  la  Kepiiblica  para  ese  ano  alcanzarsi  {i  $293,0(K),000, 
oro.  Las  estadisticas  para  1898  calculau  el  coniercio  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  con  la  Argentina  en  $17,00.1,300,  sobreun  total  de  .S241,2.j8,3o8. 

POAIENTO  AL  CULTIVO  DE  FRUTA8. 

La  Escuela  Agricola  de  Villa  Urquiza,  en  la  Provincia  de  Entre  Kios, 
acaba  de  recibir  500  olivos,  venidos  de  Espana,  cxin  el  objeto  de  hacer 
un  experimento  en  el  cultivo  de  dicha  planta.  A  fin  de  fonientar  la 
indiistria  de  frutas,  se  ha  presentado  si  la  legislatura  de  la  Provincia  de 
La  Rioja  un  proyecto  de  ley  para  promover  el  cultivo  de  las  uvas, 
naranjsis,  nueces  y  aceituuas.  Se  trata  de  eximir  si  las  vifias  del  pago de 
impuestos  por  un  periodo  de  cinco  afios,  si  los  naranjales  por  siete  afios, 
y  4  los  Olivares  y  plantaciones  de  nogales  i>or  ocho  afios.  Tambien  se 
ofrece  un  premio  iior  cada  naraujo  y  olivo,  siendo  el  limite  fijado  de 
cien  iirboles  por  hectsirea. 


BOLIVIA. 

RIQUEZA  FORESTAL  7  MINERAL. 

El  Senor  Don  Bnrique  Wulff,  Consul-General  de  Bolivia  en  los 
Estados  Unidos  y  Delegado  de  aquel  jiais  al  Cougreso  Comercial  Inter- 
nacional,  habld  sobre  los  bosques  y  las  minas  de  la  Repiiblica,  que 
con.stituyeu  las  ])rincipales  fuentes  de  riqueza  nacional.  El  Sefior 
Wulff  dijo  que  los  bosques  que  producen  la  goma  eliistica  cubren  un 
territorio  muy  vasto,  (jue  queda  entre  los  rios  Beni,  Madre  de  Dios, 
Pivius  y  Aquiri,  y  entre  la  falda  de  los  Andes  y  la  frontera  del  Brasil. 
Exploradores  notables  estsin  de  acuerdo,  en  que  estos  bosques  contieuen 
una  inmensa  riqueza  natural.  Opiua  el  Sefior  Wulff  que  en  niugiin 
negocio  se  puede  iuvertir  diuero  con  mas  seguridad  que  en  plantaciones 
de  hule  6  goma  elastica. 

Al  hablar  de  la  riqueza  mineral  del  pais,  el  Senor  Wulff  dijo  que 
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en  el  Departamento  de  Oruro  hay  siificientes  niinas  de  cobre  paracom- 
petir  cou  las  de  plata  del  Departamento  de  Potosi,  las  cnales  ban  dado 
^  Bolivia  el  tercer  puesto  eiitre  los  paises  productores  de  metal  bianco. 

Las  minas  de  estafio  en  los  Departamentos  de  Oruro,  Potosi  y  La  Paz 
ban  contribuido  notablemente  en  los  iiltimos  ocbo  afios  (i  suplir  la 
demanda  de  dicbo  metal  en  el  mundo  eiitero.  Tambieu  se  exportan  en 
^aiides  cantidades  minerales  de  bismuto  y  antimonio.  Los  depositos 
de  man^ianeso  y  hematites  del  Departamento  de  Tarija  ban  llamado 
mucho  la  atencion.  Las  minas  y  los  placeres  de  oro  se  explotan  con 
actividad  en  Bolivia,  y  no  es  una  exaf^eracion  el  afirmar  que  todos  los 
rios  de  Bolivia  contienen  el  precioso  metal.  La  extension  de  dicbos 
placeres  es  maravillosa  y  su  rique/a  por  yarda  cuadrada  puede  cora- 
pararse  favorablemente  con  cuanto  se  ba  encontrado  en  el  Klondike. 
Cuarzos  auriferos  se  hallau  por  todas  partes  en  los  Andes  de  Bolivia. 


BRASIL. 

NUEVOS  DERECHOS  DE  ADUANA. 

Los  nuevos  derechos  de  adnana  del  .Brasil  se  debeu  en  mucbo  A  los 
iinpuestos  en  otros  paises  a  los  prodnctos  brasilefios,  cobrandose  el 
luinimo  a  los  qne  admiten  dicbos  prorluctos  mediante  el  pago  de  dere¬ 
chos  bajos  d  enteramente  libres,  y  el  maximo  a  los  paises  (pie  les  imponen 
altos  derechos.  Estos  nltimos  se  aplican  especialmente  a  Francia,  Italia 
y  Kusia,  mientras  qne  los  Estados  IJnidos  (pie  no  imponen  derechos  de 
ninguna  clase  a  los  dos  principales  prodnctos  del  Brasil,  el  cab';  y  la 
goma  eliistica,  gozan  de  los  derechos  ininimos.  El  trigo  paga  derechos, 
pero  esto  no  es  adverse  los  intereses  de  los  E.sta(los  Unidos,  porque  la 
harina  es  el  primero  de  los  prodnctos  de  sn  g('*nero  que  se  importan  de 
este  pais.  Aiimpie  esto  pnede  afectar  nu  tanto  la  industria  barinera 
del  Brasil,  no  implica  una  ventaja  sobre  la  Kepnblica  Argentina,  {Mmiue 
este  pais  go/.a  tainbidn  de  los  derechos  ininimos.  El  carb(>n  (;ontinna 
en  la  lista  de  articulos  libres,  y  los  derechos  sobre  los  rieles  son  los 
signientes:  de  $7.60  a  $10.60  la  tonelada  de  los  de  poco  peso  y  de 
a  $3  los  pesados. 

IjOS  derechos  sobre  los  tejidos  son  mny  altos,  y  los  de  algod(>n  estan 
divididos  en  tres  clases  generales,  s'l  saber:  sin  blanquear,  blanqueados, 
pintados  y  estampados.  Cada  clase  contieue  diferentes  calidades. 
Los  derechos  mas  altos  sobre  cada  clase  son  como  signe:  sin  blanquear, 
por  kilogranio,  el  derecho  minimo  es  $2.10  y  el  derecho  general  $2.85; 
blamiueados,  minimo  $3  y  general  $4.20;  pintados  6  estampados, 
minimo  $2.25,  y  general  $3.15.  Los  derechos  sobre  la  madera  se  eobra- 
riin  por  metro  cubico,  qne  es  casi  ignal  A  35i  pies  ciibicos.  El  derecho 
minimo  y  el  maximo  sobre  el  roble  son  $8.25  y  $11.55,  respectivamente, 
y  sobre  el  piuo  $2.32  y  $3.37. 
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En  la  tabla  siguieute  se  expresan  los  dereclios  sobre  los  articulos 
principales  que  se  iraportan  de  los  Estados  Uiiidos.  Se  calcula  que  el 
iiiilreis  vale  como  15  centavos,  lo  cual,  aunqne  no  correspoude  exacta- 
niente  con  el  tipo  del  cambio  en  Ki'o  de  Janeiro,  es  casi  exacto. 


[Tonelada  m^trica.] 


Articulos. 

Miniiuo. 

OenoraL 

$5.25 
1.5U 
4.50 
45.  (10 

$7.50 
2.25 
4.50 
45.00 
30.00 
15. 110 
9.00 

42.00 

21.00 

Trementiua: 

15.00 

EMBARQUES  DE  CAF^  PARA  HAMBURGO. 

Ilamburgo  es  hoy  el  primer  mercado  de  cafe  en  Enropa,  y  desde  hace 
algunos  afios  ha  dejado  atrds  al  Havre.  En  1898  Haiubiirgo  recibio  <lel 
Brasil  1,565,000  sacos  de  cafe,  lo  cual,  unido  d  los  cargamentos  que  lle- 
garon  de  Guatemala,  Colombia,  Nicaragua,  Venezuela,  Java,  la  India  y 
el  Africa,  formo  un  gran  total  de  2,000,000  sacos.  Como  resultado  de 
esto,  los  comerciantes  y  corredoi'es  de  cafi*  comimnen  una  parte  imimr- 
tante  del  comercio  de  dicha  ciudad.  Los  corredores  tienen  su  lonja 
especial  en  el  Santhorquai,  y  tambien  se  reunen  en  la  bolsa  central. 
Una  cantidad  considerable  del  cafe  (jue  llega  A  Hamburgo  es  reembar- 
cada  para  los,  Estados  Unidos,  pero  de  cste  solamente  una  ]>equeua 
parte  es  producida  en  Amth’ica.  La  tosta<lura  de  cafe  es  tambien  una 
ocupacion  importante  en  Hamburgo,  pero  la  maquinaria  que  se  emplea 
para  este  fin  en  varies  establecimientos  es  bastante  anticuada.  Se 
calcula  que  el  consume  de  cafe  en  Alemania  es  de  78  onzas  al  ano  por 
cabeza.  Sin  embargo,  su  uso  aumenta  rapidamente  y,  en  consecuencia, 
Hamburgo  esta  destinado  A  ser  uu  mercado  de  cafe  aun  mas  im{)ortante 
de  lo  que  es  ahora. 

El  Senor  VIolez,  Consul  de  Mexico  en  la  citada  plaza,  dice  (jue  la 
importaucia  del  cafe  mexicano  en  aipiel  puerto  aumenta  cousiderable- 
mente,  y  que  las  cantidades  introducidas  en  1896, 1897  y  1898  fueron, 
respectivamente,  828,000  kilogramos,  1,199,560  kilogramos  y  2,814,500 
kilogramos.  Con  todo,  en  los  primeros  echo  meses  de  1899  hubo  una 
dimiuucion  en  lo  que  se  imporU),  pues  la  cantidad  fu6  solamente  de 
702,950  kilogramos.  Agrega  el  Consul  (jue  el  caf4  mexicano  no  es 
conocido  como  tal  por  el  consumidor  aleman,  siuo  que  se  le  clasifica 
entre  las  diferentes  clases  de  cafe  brasileno. 
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CHILE. 


DESARROLLO  INTERIOR  T  EXTERIOR. 

En  la  sesion  del  Coiigreso  Coniercial  Internacional  qiie  se  veriflc<'»  el 
di'a  28  del  mes  pr<').\imo  pasado,  el  Sefior  Don  Eliodobo  Infante, 
Encargado  de  Negocios  de  Chile  en  los  Estados  Unidos  y  Delegado  de 
8U  pais  ante  a<inel  enerpo,  pronnncio  el  siguiente  discurso: 

“Uabria  de.seado  dar  al  Cougreso  Coniercial  Internacional  nna  clara 
idea  de  lo  que  es  aiiuella  larga  y  angosta  faja  de  territorio  que  se 
extiende  estrechada  entre  la  cordillera  de  los  Andes  y  el  mar  Pacifico, 
y  del  lugar  qne  ella  ocnpa  en  el  coniercio  de  las  naciones.  Desgracia- 
(laniente,  la  iiiclusiim  de  mi  nombre  entre  los  oradores  me  toma  hoy  tan 
de  sorpresa  qne  si'do  me  serd  posible  presen  tar  uiia  idea  aproxinmda  de 
la  sitnacndn  actual  de  Chile  y  de  las  persj)ectiva8(jueofrece  al  coniercio. 

“Chile,  angosto  y  pequeno  conio  aparece  en  las  cartas  geogrdficas, 
tiene  nn  drea  de  750,000  kildmetros  cnadrados,  d  sea  nna  extensidn 
mayor  que  la  de  cualquiera  de  los  pai.se8  enropeos,  con  exceiwidn  de  la 
Kusia.  I.ia  contignracidn  de  su  territorio,  qne  puede  ser  considerada 
coino  nna  desventaja  bajo  el  punto  de  vista  estrab'-gico,  es  bajo  todo 
concepto  nn  don  con  que  la  naturale/a  (piiso  favorecerlo,  no  st'do  porqne 
la  extensidn  de  su  costa  facilita  e  iinpoue  el  desarrollo  de  sn  marina 
mercante  y  de  su  coniercio  exterior,  siiio  tainbien  jiorque  a  causa  de  esa 
grande  extensidn  contiene  las  mas  variadas  riijue/as  naturales. 

“  El  pais  comprende  cnatro  zonas: 

“1“.  La  zona  mineral,  que  se  extiende  desde  el  extreino  norte  hasta 
el  ]>aralelo  27.  La  vegetacidn  es  alH  nula  d  raqnitica  y  las  aguas 
corrientes  y  las  Iluvias  esca.sas;  jiero  contiene  en  cainbio  ricas  minas 
de  )>lata,  oro  y  cobre,  yodo  y  bdrax,  y  priiudpalmente  salitre  {nitrate 
of  8o(la)j  que  jior  si  solo  constituye  una  gran  riqneza. 

“2‘.  La  zona  mineral  y  agricola,  que  llega  liasta  el  limite  sur  de  la 
Proviucia  de  Aconcagua.  En  ella  se  encuentra  snhciente  agua  y  valles 
feraces  y  la  regidn  entera  contiene  minas  de  cobre,  plata,  hierro,  man- 
ganeso,  plomo,  etc. 

“  3*.  La  zona  agricola,  <iue  se  extiende  hasta  el  paralelo  43,  d  sea 
basta  la  parte  norte  de  la  Isla  de  Chiloc.  En  esta  regidn  se  desarrolla 
el  gran  valle  central  con  suelo  bien  regado  y  clima  benigno,  mds  Iluvioso 
inieutras  mas  se  avanza  haciaelsur;  tierra  rica  y  productiva,  nume- 
rosos  bosques,  vegetacidn  energica.  Prodiiceuse  en  ella  abundantes  y 
excelentes  cereales,  legnmbres,  hortalizas  y  frutas,  y  sus  vinos,  que  son 
de  primera  calidad,  ofrecen  ancho  campo  al  comercio  exterior.  Tam- 
bidn  se  encnentran  grandes  depdsitos  de  carlxm. 

“4».  Zona  de  maderas  y  pesquerias.  El  valle  central  desaparece  y 
la  cadena  demontanas  de  la  costa  se  transforma  en  nn  archipielagoque 
comienza  con  la  Isla  de  Chiloc  y  termina  con  la  Tierra  del  Fuego.  En 
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esta  regi«'»n  existen  valles  adecuados  para  el  cultivo  y  la  ganaderia;  la 
Iluvia  es  frecuente,  la  vegetacidn  arb<'»rea  exuberaiite  y  hay  abuudan- 
cia  de  peces,  mariscos,  focas,  etc. 

“El  clima  de  todo  el  territorio  de  la  Republica  es  notablemente 
beuigno  y  sahidable;  no  bay  exeesos  de  calor  ni  de  fn'o,  iii  euferine- 
dades  eudemicas,  con  exceiKddn  de  la  viruela,  (pie  inediante  la  vacuna- 
ci()n  va  desapareciendo  si  pasos  rsipidos. 

“La  inasa  de  la  iioblacion  es  de  origen  espanol.  La  rax.a  africana  no 
se  conoce  y  la  asisitica  tiene  escassi  representacion.  El  nuinero  de 
extranjeros  residentes  en  Chile  no  alcanza  si  100,000,  de  los  cuales  si'do 
insis  ()  iiienos  1,000  ])erteneoen  si  esta  gran  Repiiblica  del  norte,  ii  cuya 
iniciativa  y  hospitalidad  debenios  la  feliz  reuniiui  de  este  Congreso. 

“La  organizaciihi  politica  del  pais  se  basa  sobre  la  Constitudon 
adoptada  en  1833,  si  ciiyo  inanteniiniento  y  al  respeto  sagrado  (lue  ella 
inspira  si  todo  cindadano  chileno,  debemos  esa  estabilidad  de  nuestras 
institiiciones  que  nos  ha  dado  fuerza  para  el  progreso  y  energia  para  el 
desenvolviiniento  de  nuestros  eleinentos  de  vitalidad  moral  y  material. 

“Bajo  el  amparo  de  esta  Carta  Fundamental,  la  administrachin  se  ha 
desarrollado  y  manteuido  en  iierlecto  ordeii  y  correceii'ni ;  la  evoluciou 
progresiva  de  las  institiiciones  politicas  y  sociales  se  ha  veriticado  eii 
eondiciones  de  completa  trampiilidad  y  con  la  cooperacii'm  de  todos;  la 
edncaciihi  <*  higieue  del  imeblo  y  la  instnieciini  en  general  han  aleanzado 
un  grsido  de  progreso  (pie  nos  hace  alto  honor.  “  En  uiisi  palabra,  bnlos 
y  csida  uno  do  los  resortes  i>oliticos,  sociales,  sidministrativos  6  materia- 
leSjCuyo  concurso  sistemsitieo  es  indispensable  para  el  desenvolvimiento 
de  las  naciones,  ban  fnncionado  y  fiincionan  con  entera  regnlaridsul, 
sobre  hi  sidida  base  <pie  echaron  los  padres  do  la  patria  sil  darnos  inde- 
pendencia  y  al  giiisirnos  en  los  primeros  pasos  de  nnestra  vida  de  nacii'ni. 

“  Desearia  presentar  si  esta  sisamblea  algunos  datos  relatives  al  estado 
de  nnestra  hacienda  piiblica,  si  la  organizacicin  de  los  servicios  de 
instnicciiin,  de  higiene,  de  beneticencia  y  de  cada  nna  de  los  ramos  de 
la  administrsicioii ;  pero  desgracimlamente  no  dispongo  de  ellos  en  este 
momento.  Permitaseme,  si,  decir  con  respecto  si  la  instruccicin  piiblica, 
(pie  ella  estsi  al  alcance  de  todos,  que  se  basa  sobre  los  sistemas  msis 
modernos  y  cientificos  y  qiie  nunierosos  estiuliantes  extranjeros  con- 
curren  si  nuestras  Universidades,  si  nuestro  Institute  Pedagsigico,  si 
nuestras  escnelas  militar  y  naval. 

“Senores:  la  ri(|ueza  del  snelo  no  constituye  por  si  sola  el  funda- 
mento  de  la  prosperidsid  de  los  pueblos.  Se  necesita,  ademiis,  la  solidez 
y  estsibilidad  de  las  institiiciones,  y  la  paz  interna  y  externa.  Sin  siili- 
dadas  institiiciones,  los  problemas  ipie  afectan  los  intereses  del  pais  no 
pueden  encontrar  solucuin  eficaz.  Sin  paz,  todo  se  destruye  y  aniiiuila. 

“  Sin  la  solidez  de  sus  institiiciones,  Chile  jamsis  habria  podido  resolver 
los  graves  problemas  economicos  y  financierosaiiuedhi  origen  lacircu- 
laciiin  forzosa  del  papel  moneda.  Los  poderes  piiblicos,  apoyados  per 
la  mayoria  del  pais,  veriticaron  la  conversiiin  metiilica,  operaciiin  que. 
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auiiqne  prudujo  las  pertnrbacioiies  propias  de  tan  trascendeiital  nitnlida, 
nos  volvio  al  rogiineu  del  oro,  hizo  desaparecer  la  crisis  y  nos  dio  bases 
de  tranquilidad  que  reduudaran  eii  gran  beneticio  del  pais. 

“Uubo  temores  de  guerra  a  causa  de  uuestrsis  cuestioues  de  limites 
con  la  llepublica  Argentina.  Auibos  paises  invirtieron  ingentes  sumas 
en  la  orgauizacidu  de  ejercitos  y  marinas  i>oderosas,  consumiendo  asi 
bnena  parte  de  sus  recursos.  Felizinente  prevalecio,  como  sieinpre,  el 
buen  juicio  eu  las  dos  naciones  y  todas  las  dilicultades  ban  desaparecido, 
{>or  medio  del  arbitraje  de  Su  Majestad  la  Reina  de  Gran  Bretafia  y  del 
distinguido  ex-Miuistro  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Buenos  Aires,  Benor 
Buchanan.  La  Argentina  y  Chile  gozan  hoy  de  la  mas  sincera  amistad 
y  las  relaciones  cordiales  de  ambos  paises  estiiu  aseguradas  para  siempre. 

‘‘Rcsueltos  nuestros  problemas  internacionales  y  solucionadas  nues- 
tras  principales  cuestioues  econdmicas,  Chile  pieusa  hoy  mds  profun- 
dameiite  que  antes  eu  el  desarrollo  de  sus  riquezas  naturales  y  de  sus 
iudustrias  y  en  extender  su  comercio  con  los  paises  extranjeros. 

“Chile,  seuores,  protege  sobre  bases  Idgicas  toda  industria  <iue  de 
uua  mauera  conveniente  pueda  establecerse  en  el  pais  y  hard  cuanto 
esU*  en  su  poder  para  facilitar  el  estrechamiento  de  sus  relaciones 
comerciales  con  otras  na<;iones.  Sus  vapores  llegardn  muy  pronto  hasta 
Rio  Janeiro,  i>or  el  Atldntico,  y  desde  hace  algunos  meses  llegau  hasta 
los  puertos  de  Mexico,  colocdndonos  asi  en  comunicacidn  estrecha  y 
diiecta  con  las  Repiiblicas  hermanas  del  Bacitico,  aun  con  a(iuella8 
mds  lejanas  como  Mexico  y  las  Repiiblicas  centroamericanas,  por  las 
cnales  Chile  ha  tenido  siempre  la  mds  profunda  simpatia.  Antes  de  un 
mes  esos  vapores  alcanzardn  hasta  San  Francisco,  y,  de  esta  manera, 
Chile,  con  sus  propios  barcos,  liabrd  afiaditlo  un  nnevo  vinculo  d  la 
amistad  que  fllizmente  lo  une  a  esta  gran  Repnblica  del  Norte  y  nn 
vinculo  comercial,  senores,  que  es  el  mds  imderoso  de  los  lazos  que 
pueden  existir  eutre  pueblos  que  desean  desarrollar  sus  iiitereses  comu- 
nes  y  cultivar  su  amistad. 

“  Senores :  todo  lo  que  contribuya  al  ensanchamiento  de  las  relaciones 
comerciales  de  las  naciones  inerece  aplauso,  y  por  esta  razon,  felicito 
sinceramente  <4  los  organizadores  de  este  Congreso,  desedndoles  dxito 
complete.” 

LA  INDUSTRIA  DE  SALITRE. 

El  discurso  de  Mr.  John  A.  Myers,  Delegado  de  Iquique  ante  el 
Congreso  Comercial  Internacional  de  Filadeltia,  vers<')  sobre  la  produc- 
cion  de  salitre  en  Chile.  Mr.  Myers  tratd  el  asnnto  tanto  des^le  el 
punto  de  vista  cientitico  como  desde  el  punto  de  vista  prdctico,  y  dijo 
que  el  salitre  existe  en  grandes  cantidades  en  las  regiones  dridas  de 
Chile.  El  centre  de  esta  industria  es  Iquique,  ciudad  de  cerca  de 
30,000  habitantes.  Se  calcula  que  los  depdsitos  de  salitre  cubren 
220,.‘i56  acres  y  contienen  227,939,803  toneladas.  Se  asegura  que  la 
produccidn  total  ha  sido  la  siguiente. 

Bull.  No.  6 - 9 
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Ell  1884,  .550, BOO  toueladas;  tMi  1885,  420,(K>0;  on  1886,  443,000;  eu 
1887,  702,000;  en  1888,  779,000;  eii  1880,  00.3,000;  en  1800,  1,(M>0,(KK»; 
eii  1801,877,000;  eu  1892,804,000;  eu  1803,038,871;  eii  1804,  1,082,285; 
en  1895,1,220,000;  en  1896,  1,002,000. 

Segun  Mr.  Myers,  las  iinportatioiies  de  diclio  articiilo  en  los  imertos 
de  la  costa  atlantica  de  los  Estados  Unhlo.s  liieron  coino  signer  en  1807, 
conio  08,7.50  toueladas;  en  1898,  cerca  de  1;10,.580  toueladas.  Estas 
cifras  no  coinprenden  las  iinportaciones  por  la  costa  »lel  Paci'lico  de  los 
Estados  ITnidos,  las  cuales  aunieutan  cada  di'a.  llasta  el  1"  de  setiera- 
bre  de  este  ano  las  exportaciones  a  los  Estados  Unidos  liabian  ascen- 
dido  a  115,125  toueladas.  Mr.  Myers  asegnra  qne  .39  por  ciento  de  la 
prodnccidn  de  salitre  va  {\  Aleinauia,  17  por  ciento  a  Francia,  15  por 
ciento  a  los  Estados  Unidos,  12  por  ciento  si  la  (Iran  Ilretana,  10  por 
ciento  si  Belgica,  y  el  resto  es  distribnido  entre  otros  passes.  El  dele- 
gado  de  Iquispie  cito  la  opinion  del  Profe.sor  E.  F.  Ladd,  de  North 
Dakota,  relativa  A  las  condiciones  del  snelo  del  Red  River  Valley. 
Desput's  de  haber  hecbo  un  ansilisis  quiinico  de  diclio  snelo,  el  Profesor 
encontrd  que  la  cantidad  de  nitnigeno  babia  disininuido  de  8,(MK)  si 
10,0(K)  libras  por  acre  qne  antes  era  si  6,000  y  basta  .3,0(M»,  lo  ciial 
ha  rediicido  la  cosecba  anual  de  trigo.  A  este  respecto  Mr.  Myers 
dijo  que  antes  de  mncho  tiempo  los  agricultores  del  atinellsi  seccidn  del 
pais,  coinprenderian  qnees  insis  barato  auinentar  la  prodnccidn  de  trigo 
l)or  medio  del  nso  del  salitre  que  eontinnar  sn  cnltivo  con  nn  costo 
que  va  cada  disi  en  auinento,  luientras  que  Isi  prodnccidn  disininuye 
constantemente. 

ALICIENTES  A  LOS  INMIGRANTES. 

Una  de  las  dificultades  con  que  Otiile  ba  tenido  que  lucbar  sieuipre 
en  el  desarrollo  de  sus  riquezas  naturales,  es  la  falta  de  trsibsvjsidores. 
Eu  diferentes  epoeas  el  Gobierno  ba  liecho  esfuerzos  extrsiordinarios 
d.  fin  de  atrsier  la  iumigracidn,  i)ero,  desgraciadameiite,  casi  siempre  ban 
fracasado.  No  por  esto,  sin  embargo,  se  ba  desalentado  siquella  ener- 
gica  Republica  sudamericana,  y  el  Presidente  ErrAzuris  dirigid  hace 
IKKJo  uu  mensaje  al  Cougreso  Nacionsil  conteniendo  un  proyecto  de  ley 
calculado  para  aumentsir  la  poblacicin  eu  asjuellos  lugsires  donde  la  falta 
de  habitantes  se  bace  sentir  msis.  Los  piintos  principales  sobre  que 
versa  dicbo  proyecto  de  ley  son  los  siguientes: 

Se  autoriza  al  Presidente  para  gastar  dentro  de  nn  ano  la  suma  de 
£25,000,  en  la  trasportsicidu  de  trabajsidores  naturales  y  extrsinjcnts, 
si.  asiuellos  lugares  donde  las  necesidades  industriales  y  las  obras 
piiblicas  lo  exijan.  Tambidn  se  le  autoriza  para  (pie  conceda  eu  las 
provincias  de  Gautin,  Malleco,  Valdivia,  Lanquibue  y  Cbilod,  lotes  de 
terreuos  piiblicos  de  50  si  100  hectsireas  ,4  cada  padre  de  familisi,  y  20 
hectsireas  adicionales  por  cada  uno  de  sus  hijos  varones  msiyor  de  12 
anos.  Esta  disposicuin  es  igualmente  aplicable  si  los  extrsiujeros  resi- 
dentes  en  el  pais  y  si  los  cbileuos. 
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En  ordeii  ai  gozair  de  este  privilegio,  el  padre  de  familial  no  debe  de 
haber  sido  jamais  coudeuaulo  por  crimen  alguuo  6  falta  grave.  Los 
chileuos  debeii  probar  que  poseen  un  capital  de  $r>00  y  los  e.\traiujero8 
de  81,000,  Uecbo  en  el  pais  por  sns  propios  esfuer/.os.  Asimismo  se 
autoriza  al  Presidente  para  gastair  la  suma  de  8-00, (MM)  en  la  debida 
prepairacidn  de  los  terrenos  (|ue  se  ban  de  colonizar  y  para  otras 
erogaiciones  (pie  el  cnmplimiento  de  la  ley  exija. 


COSTxV  HICA. 

RELACIONES  COMERCIALES  CON  LOS  ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

El  Honorable  Sei'ior  Don  Joaquin  Bernardo  Calvo,  Ministro  de 
Costa  Rica  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  se  expresci  en  los  siguientes  t('*rminos, 
en  la  sesbin  del  2S  de  octubre  del  Congreso  Comercial  Internacional 
de  Filadeltia  refiricndo.se  si  la  rapid(‘z  del  desarrollo  de  las  relaciones 
comerciales  de  las  dos  Bepiiblicas: 

“  Los  lionorables  delegsulos  ban  oido  lo  (lue  los  distinguidos  caballe- 
ros  de  Costa  Rica  ban  dicbo  acerca  de  la  gente,  los  recursos,  el  clima  y 
las  oimrtnnidsides  que  siquel  pais  brinda  sil  capital  y  si  la  indnstria 
extranjera,  y  de  consigniente  ac^erca  de  la  perspectiva  (pie  alii  se  pre- 
senta  psira  un  gran  desenvolvimiento  de  bis  relaciones  comerciales  con 
todas  las  naciones  si  quienes  nosotros  presentamos  nuestros  productos 
en  cambio  de  los  de  ellas,  y  si  los  bijos  de  las  cuales  Costa  Rica  ofrece 
con  los  tesoros  de  su  suelo  inexplotado,  y  la  buena  acogida  de  uiia 
l)oblaci(>n  ordenadsi  y  respectuosa  si  la  ley,  los  beneticios  de  un  gobierno 
estable. 

“Y  en  efecto  nada  puede  ser  msis  satisfactorio  (jue  referirse  d  este 
resiiecto  al  becho  muy  notable  de  que  Costa  Rica  no  tieue  boy,  ni  ha 
tenido  en  ningiin  tiempo,  reclamos  por  danos  <>  perjuicios  cansados  por 
sictos  sirbitrarios  de  sus  autoridades  civiles  6  militares  contra  los 
ciudadanos  de  otras  naciones. 

“En  cuanto  al  carsicter  del  pais,  permitaseme  que  recuerde,  entre 
otras  citas  autorizadsis,  lo  que  la  Comisuiu  de  los  Estados  Unidos, 
envi<ada  en  1884  si  dentro  y  Sur  Aimirica,  dijo  en  su  informe :  ‘  El  nom- 
bre  de  Costa  Rica  se  encuentra  muy  alto  como  el  de  uua  repiiblica 
despiei  ta  si  las  exigencias  de  un  pueblo  progresista  y  amante  de  la 
libertad ;  sus  instituciones  y  sus  riquezas,  su  laboriosidad  y  adelanto, 
demucstran  que  es  una  nacuiu  con  su  frente  bacia  el  porvenir  y  cuyo 
espiritu  emprendedor  la  condncirsi  si  la  elevada  posicnin  que  sus  doues 
naturales,  sus  recursos  y  avanzadsis  ideas  deiuaudan. 

“Inuecessirio  parece  decir  nsida  msis  acerca  de  las  garantias  de  que 
las  iiersonas  y  la  propiedad  gozan  en  aquel  rico  pais,  6  sea  acerca  de 
las  oportunidades  para  la  colocacidn  de  capitales  (i  psira  en.sancbar  por 
otros  medios  la  esfera  de  nuestras  actividades. 
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“Con  re8i)ecto  a  los  Estados  Unidos  eu  particular,  el  int'orme  de  la 
Comision  meucionada  dice :  ‘  Es  un  motive  de  coiigratulacioii  el  saber 
que  no  solo  auinenta  el  cousunio  de  luercaderias  americauas  en  Costa 
Rica,  siiio  (pie  hay  uu  deseo  crecieiite  de  establecer  relacioues  mas 
estrechas,  comerciales  e  iiiternacioiiales  con  los  Estados  Unidos.’  Sin 
la  menor  duda,  la  atencioii  cada  vez  mas  tija  de  este  pais  en  la  ecoiio- 
mia,  industria  y  comercio  de  la  America  latina,  ha  encontrailo  ya  uua 
cordial  correspondencia  en  Costa  Rica. 

“Esto  era  en  1884,  y  acerca  de  la  exactitud  de  esta  a.serci6n,  el 
volumen  del  comercio  de  hoy  contesta  con  agradables  evideiicias.  En 
1889  el  unico  pais  que  superaba  A  los  Estados  Unidos  eu  nuestro 
comercio  de  importaciim  era  la  Gran  Bretafia,  y  desde  el  afio  siguiente, 
1890,  los  Estados  Unidos  tomaron  el  primer  puesto  an  sobre  la  Gran 
Bretana. 

“  Para  satisfaccum  nuestra,  la  ateuciou  de  un  niimero  considerable 
de  opuleiitos  hombres  de  negocios  de  este  pais  que  ban  comprendido 
que  hay  nii  vasto  camtK)  en  Costa  Rica,  se  ha  dirigido  hacia  aquella 
Repiiblica,  y  con  especialidad  en  los  iiltimos  tres  afios  se  ban  empleado 
alii  mas  de  seis  milloues  de  dollars  en  empresas  miiieras  y  agricohis.  eu 
plantas  de  luz  y  de  tracch'm  electrica,  y  eu  otras  mejoras,  con  magnitica 
perspectiva  para  el  crecimieuto  de  los  negocios  de  las  mismas. 

“  Estas  condiciones  al  presente,  y  la  esperaiiza  que  abrigamos  en  el 
dxito  de  los  trabajos  de  este  Congreso,  aseguran  para  el  tutiiro  mayor 
extension  de  nuestro  comercio  y,  por  lo  tanto,  de  las  relacioues ’comer¬ 
ciales  de  Costa  Rica  con  las  demas  iiaciones. 

El  desarrollo  de  las  relacioues  comerciales  entre  Costa  Rica  y  los 
Estjvdos  Unidos  sirvio  de  tema  alestudio,  que  ante  el  Congreso  Comer- 
cial  Interuacioiial  leyo  el  SeiTor  Don  BenjamIn  E.  Piza,  Delegado  de 
Costa  Rica  en  la  sesion  del  28  de  octubre  de  1899.  Abundau  en  este 
estudio  indicaciones  prActicas  con  refereucia  al  progreso  comercial,  que 
si  liegaran  a  ser  adoptadas  habrian  de  reudir  grandes  benelicios  <4  los 
comerciautes  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  Entre  otras  cosas  hizo  iiotar  el 
Seuor  Piza  (jue  mucho  del  aumento  eu  el  comercio  entre  Costa  Rica  y 
los  Estados  Unidos  se  debe  a  la  corta  distancia  ()ue  separa  los  dos 
paises,  lo  cual  no  solo  economiza  tiempo  y  diuero  siuo  que  facilita  el 
mejor  couocimiento  de  ambos  mercados.  Agent^s  viajeros,  imr  lo 
general  alemaues,  visitau  todos  los  auos  a  Costa  Rica  recogiendo 
cuantos  iuformes  puedeu  y  aplicaiido  en  la  pnictica  los  couocimieiitos 
asi  adiiuiridos.  Ilace  notar  el  Senor  Piza  ((ue  los  comerciautes  euro- 
peos,  y  particularmente  los  alemaues,  cuidan  especialmente  de  satis- 
facer  todos  los  deseos  del  comprador,  hasta  en  los  mas  ligeros  detalles, 
llegando  d  poder  mauifestar  en  sus  factnras  no  solo  el  costo  primo  siuo 
el  peso  bruto  y  ueto,  las  medidas  y  los  gastos  ocasionados  imr  cada 
bulto  y  hasta  por  cada  articulo,  lo  cual  tiene  la  veiitaja  de  que  antes 
de  recibirse  las  mercancias,  que  generalmente  llegau  despuds  de  la 
factura,  el  comerciante  haya  podido  hacer  sus  calculos. 
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K1  embalaje  de  las  mercancias,  tal  y  coino  lo  hacen  los  coinerciantes 
aniericaiios,  no  es  ji  proi)dsito  i)ara  aquelpais  arausadelosderechosde 
ndnana,  por  una  parte,  y  por  otra,  no  es  snticientemente  caidadoso  en 
el  caso  de  articulo.s  fragiles,  que  general  men te  Megan  en  condicioues 
tales  que  solo  ocasionan  perdidas.  K1  envio  de  agentes  vityeros  debe 
liaeerse  teniendo  en  eonsideracidn  la  liabilidad  del  vendedor,  pues  de  lo 
contrario  se  corren  riesgos  y  se  obtienen  resultados  contraproducentes. 
Un  <’Oinercio  bien  dirignlo,  coneesiones  de  credito  bechas  despnes  de 
inadnro  examen,  dice  el  Sefior  PizA,  seuin  parte  a  facilitar  el  desarrollo 
coinercial,  ayudado  esto  por  agentes  viajeros  que  sepan  comprender  y 
apreciar  los  detalles  del  coniercio  y  la  maiiera  de  explotarlo. 

Despues  del  Senor  PizA,  Mr.  John  M.  Keith,  tainbien  delegado 
de  Costa  Kica,  hi/.o  uso  de  la  paiabra  y  refiriendose  s'l  las  oportunidades 
que  el  pais  que  representa  ofrece  para  la  inversidu  de  capital,  llamo  la 
atencion  al  increniento  que  ban  tornado  las  exportacdones  de  productos 
agricolas,  haciendo  notar  que  en  el  ramo  de  phitiinos,  por  ejemplo,  en 
18.S0  se  bizo  uii  embarque,  iwr  via  de  experimento,  que  consistia  de 
algunos  centenares  de  racimos,  babieudo  llegailo  boy  las  exportaciones 
de  este  fruto  a  nids  de  3,000,(KK)  de  racimos  por  ano.  El  obstdculo 
principal  con  que  ba  tropezado  el  establecimiento  de  facilidades  de 
transimrte  en  la  America  es]>anola  se  debe  d  la  diserepancia  que  existe 
entre  el  valor  y  la  cantidad  de  sus  pnxluctos.  El  tonelaje  total  del 
comercio  exterior  de  Costa  Kica,  incluyendo  el  pLdtano,  solo  alcanza  d 
30, (MK)  toneladas  jmr  ano,  mientras  que  el  valor  total  de  este  comercio 
se  caleula  en  cerea  do  $10,000,000,  oro  americano.  El  comercio  en 
platanos  ba  dado  por  resnltado  el  establecimiento  de  cuatro  vapores 
semanales  que  bacen  viaje  redondu.de  los  Estados  Unidos,  d  lo  cual  se 
debe,  en  parte,  el  aumento  del  comercio  general. 

El  comercio  de  pldtanos  no  s61o  ba  sido  venlajoso  al  trdbco  de  Costa 
Kica  con  los  Estados  Unidos,  sino  que  ba  extendido  el  de  este  pais  d 
toda  la  costa  del  Caribe  y  emplea  iiiasde  80  vapores,  en  su  mayor  parte 
propiedad  6  bajo  la  proteccidn  de  americanos,  siendo  notable  el  pro- 
greso  que  ba  obtenido  asi  el  comercio  americano  en  aquellas  regiones. 
La  agricultura  prospera  en  todo  el  pais  y  notablcmente  el  cnltivo  del 
cafi*  en  el  distrito  de  Turrialva,  que  produce  un  fruto  de  excelente  cali- 
dad  y  en  donde  un  sindicato  de  Filadelba  explota  la  industria.  No 
obstante  que  mas  del  80  por  ciento  del  cafe  de  Costa  Kica  se  envia  d 
Europa,  cerca  del  50  por  ciento  de  las  importaciones  de  Costa  Kica  son 
procetlentes  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  El  consumo  de  mercancias  ameri- 
canas  en  Costa  Kica  se  calcula  d  razdn  de  $7.50  jmr  cabeza,  contra  un 
proinedio  de  $  1.40  en  los  otros  paises  de  la  America  latina.  El  comercio 
en  ganado  es  una  de  bus  empresas  mas  peoveebosas  del  pais  que  tiene 
ventajas  esi>eciales  de  clima,  suelo,  etc.,  para  la  industria  i)ecuaria,  de 
tal  suerte  que  ba  podido  establecerse  con  Cuba  buen  iiegocio  en  este 
ramo. 
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EFICACIA  DEL  SERVICIO  DE  PAQUETES  POSTALES. 

Uno  de  los  escritos  niiis  interesantos  lei'dos  ante  el  Coiifireso  Comer- 
cial  Internacioiial,  actnalmente  reuuido  eu  Filadelfia,  lu:*  el  de  Mr.  J.  M. 
Keith,  de  Costa  Rica,  eii  el  que  se  trata  del  servicio  de  paquetes 
lM)stales  entre  su  pais  y  los  Estados  Ciiidos.  A1  liablar  de  las  veiitajas 
que  este  sistenia  produce,  Mr.  Keith  se  exiue.sd  en  los  sifjuieiites 
terniinos : 

“Ci'msaine  {jran  placer  inanifestar  que  el  servicuo  de  paquetes  posta¬ 
les  eiitre  los  Estados  Uiiidos  y  Costa  Rica,  pais  (lue  represeiito  en  esta 
ocasion,  es  inuy  eficaz.  Nuestra  convencidn  de  paquetes  postales  con 
los  Estados  Unidos  data  de  abril  de  1S90.  Antes  de  esa  teclia  nos 
veiauios  obligados  d  enviar  nuestros  paquetes  por  medio  de  la  Inter- 
tional  ExjHess  Conij)any,  que  nos  eobraba  de  dos  a  cinco  dollars  |>or 
(‘ada  uno.  Eu  la  aetnalidad  podemos  enviar  de  Costa  Rica  si  los  Esta¬ 
dos  Unidos  y  viceversa  un  isaquete  (jue  j^ese  doee  libras.  Esto  es 
de  gran  utilidad  para  los  eomerciantes,  que  se  valen  del  sistema  de 
paquetes  postales  i>ara  introdiicir  novedades  y  mil  otras  cosas  que  no 
desean,  someter  A  las  tarifas  regulares  de  las  eompanias  de  vsijmres. 
Tambi^n  es  esto  venta-joso  psira  los  extraiijeros  que  isueden  recibir  sus 
presentes  de  Nsividad  y  de  cumpleauos,  jsor  medio  de  lo  saial  se  esta- 
bleceun  lazo  entre  ellos  y  los  parientes  y  amigos  que  tienen  eu  la  patrisi. 
Sin  el  sistema  de  pacpietes  jmstales,  les  serisi  dificil  gozar  de  estas  ven- 
tajas.  Cuaiido  el  Gobierno  de  Washington  propuso  la  celebracion  <le 
eonvenciones  de  isafpietes  postales  con  los  ])aises  de  la  America  del  Sur, 
haciendo  asi  a  la  eolouia  ameri(;ana  un  servicio  tan  notable  como  juulo 
liabeiselo  becho  con  cualquier  otro  tratado,  estableeid  un  vinculo  de 
union  entre  los  ciudadanos  de  los  Estados  Unidos  residentes  en  el  i)af8 
y  los  que  A  ivian  en  el  extranjero. 

“  llay  tambieii  en  Costa  Rica  rauchas  facilidades  i>ara  el  despacho 
de  aduana,  tratandose  de  efectos  que  llegan  en  paquetes  ])o.stalea. 
Estos  ])a(pietes  nos  llegan  de  Nueva  York  y  de  Filadelfia  en  co.sa  de  oclio 
dias,  y  tan  luego  ban  llegado  se  lea  remitc!  al  interior,  despues  de  baber 
sido  despacliados  en  la  aduana  por  un  empleado  designado  al  efecto. 
Por  tanto,  en  el  t^rmino  de  nueve  dias.  ii  msis  tardar,  recibimos  nues¬ 
tros  jiacpietes  loscuales  si  fiieran  imrotro  conducto  tardarian  en  llegar 
de  dos  ii  tres  semanas.’’ 

EL  PUEBLO  DE  COSTA  RICA. 

Ninguno  de  los  di.scur.sos  pronunciados  ante  el  Congreso  Comercial 
Internacioiial  de  Filadelfia  durante  los  dias  ])an-americanos  fui"*  escu- 
chado  con  mfts  interes  que  el  del  Dr.  J.  J.  Ulloa,  Consul-General  de 
Costa  Rica  en  los  Estados  Unidos.  Al  bablardel  pueblo  costarricense, 
el  Dr.  Ulloa  se  expresa  asi : 

“Una  de  las  jirimenis  cosas  que  un  costarricense  liace  cuando  tiene 
alguno  dinero  disponible  es  viajar,  y  durante  .sus  via  jes,  aunqne  siempre 
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diapuesto  .4  divertirse,  sabe  sacar  ventajas  de  ellos,  tautoparasi  inisiuo 
coino  psira  el  pequeno  pedazo  de  tierra  del  oual  se  siente  orgulloso. 
Los  extranjeros  que  van  d  Costa  Itiea  expresan  su  admiracidn  cuando 
ven  que  alii  existen  adelantos  que  no  se  conocen  en  jiai'ses  mas  viejos  y 
mas  grandes. 

“Lasaltasclases  socialessoii  muy  bien  educadas,  y  liablan  nna  «'>ma8 
lengnas  ademds  de  la  propia.  Entre  ellas  bay  machos  liijos  privile- 
giados  do  las  artes. 

“  La  raza  costarricense  es  puramente  blanca,  y  es  notable  el  becho  de 
que  tmlos  loa  babirantes,  en  mayor  b  inenor  escala,  son  propietarios. 
Estas  dos  condiciones  exi)Iican  su  amor  al  trabajo  y  a  la  paz. 

“Teneinos  mucbos  editicios  publicos  grandes  y  bermosos.  Tenemos 
teatros,  iglesias,  bibliotecas,  bospitales  y  asilos,  ferrocarriles,  tranvi'as, 
carreteras,  obras  bidraulicas,  luz  elcctrica,  nn  buen  servicio  sauitario,  y, 
en  unai)alabra,  gozamoseu  i>e<|uena  escala  detodas  las  coinodida<les de 
(pie  goza  Filadelfia. 

“Xuestra  pobliwibn  es  de  algo  mas  de  300,000  babitantes,  esto  es, 
como  la  sexta  parte  de  la  poblacibn  de  esta  gran  ciudad,  (pie,  bacemds 
de  cien  anos,  vie')  el  esfuerzo  nuis  admirable  y  de  mayor  alcanco  que  ba 
beebo  jamas  la  libertad  bumaua.” 

NOTAS  ECON6m1CAS  7  COMERCIALES. 

El  Gobierno  de  Costa  Kica  continua  los  trabajos  de  preparaemn 
uecesarios  para  llevar  si  efecto  la  reforma  del  sistema  monetario  de 
aquella  republica  sobre  la  base  de  oro.  La  ley  respectiva  y  una  rela- 
emn  completa  del  proyecto  se  publicaron  en  los  niimeros  de  este  Boletm, 
correspondientes  d  noviembre  de  1896  y  marzo  de  1898,respectivamente: 

“El  t(*rmino  fijado  para  la  couversiiui  vencen'i  el  31  do  diciembre  del 
afio  pri'iximo  de  1900,  y  mientras  tanto  el  Gobierno  ba  estado  acumu- 
lando  uua  reserva  que  monta  ya  si  $3,000,000  eii  oro  acufiado  de  la  nueva 
inoneda. 

“El  estado  econtiniico  del  pais,  dice  el  Presideute  de  la  republica  en 
su  dltimo  Mensaje,  es  actualmente  poco  balagiieno,  pues  no  siemlo 
jiosible  qne  nosotros  nos  sustrajesemos  si  las  causas  que  en  todo  el 
continente  ban  determinado  una  dejireciacidn  de  la  riqueza  pilblica, 
natural  era  que  aqui  tambitui  se  hiciera  sentir  el  malestar  consiguiente 
si  esa  situacidn.  Esta  circunstancia,  que  se  agrava  con  la  baja  del 
caf(*,  debia  producir  forzosa  reducciim  en  las  rentas  piiblicas  y  para  no 
exponernos  si  sufrir  un  desequilibrio  entre  los  ingresos  y  los  egresos,  el 
dial  babriade comprometer  interesesqueuoexistian  auncomoelementos 
de  vida  ecom'imica,  mi  Gobierno  creyd  prudente  introducir  sin  demora 
toda  suerte  de  economias  en  los  diversos  ordenes  administrativos,  no 
conservando  sino  aquellos  servicios  que  son  imprescindibles  para  la 
buena  mareba  del  Estailo  y  para  el  logro  de  sus  fines  naturales. 

“Lasentradas  al  Tesoro,  dice  el  Mensaje,  incluyendo  $1,136,822.50, 
por  valor  del  dividendo  de  acciones  ordiuarias  del  feirocarril  Atlsiu- 
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tico  qiie  corresj)ondi()  al  Gobieriio  en  1898,  alcanzaron  4  $8,413,198.80, 
eii  moneda  de  Costa  Rica,  y  los  gastos  suniaii  $8,0(»0,6o5.05,  qucdando 
un  sobraiite  de  $332,543.76.  El  producto  de  las  reiitas  de  1898  4  1899 
es  nienor  que  el  del  ano  1897  4  1898  en  $10,906.50,  y  excede  4  la  snina 
presnpuesta  en  $343,4.50.72.” 

1  >urante  los  tiltiinos  cinco  afios  el  valor  del  coinercio  extrau  jero  ha  sido 
el  siguiente : 


I  Iinportwuonea  Exportaciones 
(uro  nmericauo) .  (oni  ameritano). 


1894  .  *4, 113, 1*23. 66  $5,033,113.14 

1895  . 1  3,851,409.34  5,188,401.78 

1896  . 1  4,748,812.62  5,597,727.01 

1897  . 1  .5,460.944.51  5,474,773.50 

1898  . ;  4,258,896.04  5,659,218.56 


(iuedando,  coino  imede  verse,  durante  ese  corto  jieriodo,  un  sobraiite 
de  $4,519,896.82,  oro  anierieano,  en  favor  del  pais. 

El  comercio  con  los  Estados  Unidos  que  en  1894  representaba  33.04 
por  cieuto  de  las  importacioiies,  en  1898  se  eleva  4  44.80.  No  asi  con 
respecto  a  las  exportaciones  en  que  Inglaterra  representa  56  por  cieuto, 
debido  al  alto  precio  que  el  cafe  de  Costa  Rica,  iior  su  excelente  calidad, 
mantiene  en  aquel  inercado. 

La  cantidad  total  de  las  clases  tinas  de  este  grano  exportadas  en  1898, 
sunia  18,329,263  kilograinos,  de  los  cuales  se  enibarcarou  para  Ingla¬ 
terra  10,821,076,  obteiiiendo,  segun  las  revistas  del  Credit- Lyonais  de 
Londres,  que  especiticau  el  precio  4  que  ba  sido  vendido  cada  lote,  un 
promedio  general  de  06  cbelines  por  quintal  de  112  libras,  que  equivale  a 
$11.12,  oro  neto,  en  Costa  Rica,  por  quintal  de  46  kilograuios.  Las  clases 
inferiores  compuestas  de  1,156,862  kilogramos,  las  calcula  la  Oticina  de 
Estadistica  coino  veudidas  4  5  centavos  la  libra,  en  lo  cual  bieu  pudiera 
deiiiostrarse  que  bay  un  recomeudable  pesimisnio.  En  la  exportaciou 
de  1898,  asi  cab'ulada,  el  valor  del  cafe  siiiiia  $4,209,.569.15. 

El  crecimieuto  en  la  produccion  de  otros  articulos  de  exportaciou 
viene  en  auineiito  en  los  iiltimos  afios.  Durante  el  de  1898  se  exporta- 
ron  2,331,036  racimos  de  baiianos  y  se  ban  plaiitado  cerca  de  3,000 
manzauas  iiuevas  de  este  fruto.  La  exportaciou  de  maderas  y  de 
metales  preciosos  crece  tambieii  en  proporeion  satisfactoria. 

Debido  4  esta  situacion  de  los  uegocios  en  general,  los  tipos  de  cam- 
bio  sobre  el  extraiijero  se  ban  maiiteuido  en  Costa  Rica  en  b'Tmiiios 
muy  favorables,  librandose  el  pais  de  las  iliticultades  graves  que  en 
otros  se  experimeutan  boy.  Ilan  contribuido,  en  este  seutido,  oportu- 
nas  medidas  del  Gobieriio  en  prevision  del  deseciuilibrio  que  pudiera 
iutroducir  la  ba.ja  del  precio  del  caff*,  e  iiidudablemente  la  reserva  en 
moneda  de  oro  y  demas  combiiiacioiies  cncauiinadas  4  la  reforiua  del 
sistema  inonetario. 
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ECUADOR. 

EL  FERROCARRIL  DE  OUATAQUIL  A  QUITO. 

En  nna  comuiiicacion  reciente  llegatia  de  Quito,  se  asegnra  que  el  16 
de  jidio  de  este  ano  se  did  itriucipio  d  los  trabajos  de  coustruccidn  del 
feiTocarril  que  va  d  poner  en  comunicacidn  ddichaciudad  con  el  puerto 
de  Guayaipiil.  El  contrato  para  la  coustruccidn  de  esta  via  ferrea  fue 
celel)ia<lo  con  Mr.  .Vrcher  Harman,  de  Nueva  York,  el  14  de  junio 
de  1897,  i>ero  no  I'ue  aprobado  i>or  el  Congreso  del  Ecuador  hasta  el 
mes  de  noviembre  de  1898  (vease  el  Boi.etIn  Mensual  correspon- 
dieute  d  enero  de  1899).  Los  empleados  principales  de  la  couipafiia  son 
ciudadanos  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  mientras  que  la  junta  directiva  se 
conipone  de  (|uince  ciudadanos  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  cuatro  de  Ingla- 
terra  y  tres  del  Ecuador.  Cuando  est<^  terminado,  el  ferrocarril  tendrd 
350  millas  de  largo. 


GUATEMALA. 

RELACIONES  COMERCIALES  CON  LOS  ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

Las  siguientes  notas  acerca  de  las  relaciones  comerciales  de  Guate¬ 
mala  con  los  Estados  U  nidos  de  America,  fuerou  preparadas  i>or  Dou 
Antonio  Lazo  Arriaga,  Euviado  Extraordinario  y  Ministro  Plenipo- 
tenciario  de  Guatemala  en  Washington  y  su  Delegado  oticial  al  Congreso 
Comercial  liiternacional  de  Filadeltia: 

“Es  un  becbo  hoy  universalmente  reconocido  que  nada  acerca  tan  to 
A  dos  pueblos  como  la  comunidad  de  intereses  que  nacc  del  intercambio 
de  BUS  productos,  de  la  facilidad  y  baratura  de  sus  comuuicaciones  y, 
en  una  palabra,  del  ensancbe  6  desarrollo  de  sus  relaciones  mercantiles. 

“Bajoeste,  como  bajo  otros  puntos  de  vista,  puede  asegurarse  que 
los  viuculos  existentes  entre  la  America  Central  y  los  Estados  Unidos 
del  Norte,  fuertes  ya  por  razones  de  vecindad,  de  analogia  en  sus 
instituciones  politicas  y  de  una  buena  inteligencia  jamds  interrumpida, 
tieuden  (i  estrecbarse  mas,  dia  iK>r  dia,  como  lo  acreditan  las  citras, 
cada  vez  mayores,  de  su  comercio  de  importacion  y  exportacidn. 

“En  ese  cambio  creciente  de  los  frutos  de  la  actividad  y  esfuerzo  de 
las  nacioues  del  istmo  con  la  hermana  mayor  del  continente,  ocupa 
lugar  no  despreciable  el  que  se  refiere  a  Guatemala. 

“No  bace  muchos  afios  que  los  Estados  Unidos  tenfan  el  quinto 
lugar  entre  los  ]>aise8  de  doude  proceden  easi  todas  nnestras  importa- 
ciones.  Desde  entonces,  lentamente  al  principle,  con  mayor  rapidez' 
mjis  tarde,  pero  con  flrmeza  siempre,  el  fabricante  y  agricultor  norte- 
americanos  ban  venido  coiiquistando,  palmo  a  palmo,  el  terrene  que  en 
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nuestros  inercados  les  disputaban  rivales  ixxlerosos,  previamente 
establecidos  en  ellos. 

“Yaen  181)4  lo.s  Estados  Uuidos  alcanzaroii  el  primer  piiesto  entre 
los  paises  que  iios  eiivian  sus  mauufacturas  y  frutos,  obteniendo  el  2G 
por  ciento  de  las  importaciones  totales.  A  la  Gran  liretafia  corres- 
poiidid  el  24  por  ciento,  y  el  13  por  ciento  a  Aleiiumia. 

“En  1895  las  proimrciones  fneron:  Estados  Unidos  3G  jmr  ciento; 
Gran  Bretafia  21  por  ciento,  y  Alemania  23  por  ciento.  Puede  notarse 
que  en  un  solo  ano  las  importaciones  aleinanas  y  nortcamericanas  auinen- 
taron  un  10  por  ciento,  mientras  que  las  de  Inglaterradisiniuuyeron  en 
un  3  por  ciento. 

“  En  1890  las  importaciones  alemanas  y  las  norteainericainas  se  niau- 
tnvieron  casi  en  la  inisma  proimrtiidn — 22  por  ciento  las  primeras  y  34 
por  ciento  las  segundas.  Las  de  la  Gran  Bretana  fueron  de  23  por 
ciento. 

“  En  1897  la  posicidn  relativa  de  esos  paises  en  nuestras  importaciones 
fuc:  E.stados  Unidos  33  jmr  ciento;  Gran  Bretana  21  por  ciento,  y 
Alemania  21  por  ciento.  Debo  notar  que  en  ese  ano  las  importaciones 
alemanas  obtuvieron,  por  primera  vez  en  nuestra  lii.storia  mercantil,  el 
mismo  volumen  que  las  inglesas.  Esto  demuestra  que  no  solo  el  t!om- 
petidor  norteamericano,  sino  tambien  el  aleman,  viene  desalojando  poco 
a  poco  de  nuestro  mercado  al  manufacturero  ingles. 

“  Las  cifras  del  ano  proximo  pasado,  1898,  comprueban  mejor  aun  este 
aserto.  La  Gran  Bretana  alcan/.b  tan  solo  el  18  i)or  ciento  de  nuestras 
importaciones,  mientras  que  Alemania  subib  al  24  por  ciento,  y  los 
Estados  Unidos  al  39  por  ciento,  dejando  asi  estos  iiltimos  muy  atiAs 
sus  corapetidores. 

“La  posicibn  comercial  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Guatemala  es  ya, 
como  se  ve,  muy  envidiable,  y  sin  embargo  fiicilmente  podria  ser  mejor 
si  el  fabricante  o  ex[K)rtador  norteamericanos  dieran  mas  imi>ortancia 
a  las  siguientes  consideraciones  que,  aunque  ya  bien  sabidas,  nunca 
estii  demiis  repetirselas. 

“  1.  La  mercaderia  debe  ser  becha,  no  segun  las  ideas  preconcebidas 
del  fabricante,  sino  adecuada  al  gusto  y  necesidades  del  consumidor. 
Los  mauufactureros  ensanebarian  sus  negocios  y  obtendrian  inayores 
beneficios  si  enviaran  expertos  a  estudiar  sobre  el  terreno  los  deseos, 
los  gustos,  las  necesidades  y  basta  las  exigencias  del  consumidor,  qnien 
es  en  detiuitiva  juez  soberano  en  la  eleccibn  del  articulo  (lue  se  proimne 
comprar. 

“2.  Emhalaje. — El  exportador  norteamericano  da  poca  b  ninguna 
importancia  a  este  punto,  que  es  de  grande  transcendencia  jiara  el 
comerciaute  centroamericano.  Muy  d  menudo  tiene  este  que  pagar 
dereebos  de  aduana  sobre  el  peso  bruto  de  la  mercaderia,  y  desde  esc 
momento  se  vuelve  cuestibn  vital  la  del  peso  del  empaque,  etc.  Nadie 
ignora,  jwr  otra  parte,  que  mientras  la  mercaderia  enropea  llega  a 
nuestros  mercados  en  perfecto  estado,  por  la  manera  cuidadosa  en  que 
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fn<*  enibalada  y  expedida,  el  arti'eiilo  iiorteainericano  es  recibido  alia 
COD  liarta  frccnencia — por  culpa  de  su  pobre  enibalage — en  una  con- 
dicibn  tal  que  causa  i)erdidas  al  que  lo  pidib.  K1  esfuerzoque  en  estos 
inonientos  liace  el  Museo  Comercial  de  Filadeltia  para  ensefiar  el  mejor 
inodo  de  prei)arar  y  oxpedir  las  niercaden'as  dcstinadas  al  extranjero, 
es  muy  laudable  y  constituye  un  ]»aso  eii  acertada  direecibn. 

“.3.  CtrditoM. — La  piActica  usual  en  este  pais  de  vender  a  corto  plazo 
es  enteraniente  ina])licablo  si  los  nuestros,  donde  el  coinercianti*  tiene 
que  disponer  de  la  raercaden'a  abriendo  cn'-ditos  si  sus  isarroquianos. 
Es  casi  iinjwsible,  pues,  que  el  pueda  reunir  en  tieinpo  oiwrtuno  los 
fondos  necesarios  para  liacer  frente  si  sus  coinproinisos;  y  de  alb  que. 
b  se  ve  forzado  s'l  f'altar  si  ellos,  b  tiene  ne<-esida<l  de  dar  la  preferencia 
si  la  inercaden'si  euroiiea,  (pie  se  vende  si  nisls  largo  plazo  y  en  eondi- 
ciones  que  le  facilitan  el  pago. 

“4.  Boraiura  en  los  irnsportes. — Uno  de  los  grandes  obstslcnlos  que 
el  comercio  norteainericano  ba  debido  encontrar  jiara  su  ensanclie  en 
los  pai'ses  del  Istmo  son  los  altos  detes,  casi  proliibitivos,  que  durante 
niuchos  afios  mantuvieron  ciertas  conipaHias  de  trasporte,  que  dis- 
irataban  en  la  prsltica  de  un  verdadero  monopolio  de  esos  servicios. 
Para  ilustrar  este  punto,  citarc'  un  easo  que,  aunque  parece  inverosiniil, 
no  ]>or  eso  es  menos  exacto.  Un  coinereiante  serio  y  respetable  de 
Nueva  York  me  decia,  liace  algiln  tieinpo,  que  los  tietes  desde  ese  puerto 
al  de  Colon  (Aspinwall)  son  tan  erecidos  que  el,  para  dismiuuir  los 
gastos  del  cliente,  embarcaba  algunas  mercaderias  parsi  San  Jose  de 
Guatemala  jsor  via  de  Liverpool !  Deberia,  pues,  en  mi  concepto,  favo- 
recerse  el  estsibleeimiento  de  nuevas  lineas  de  vajiores  que,  por  una 
juiciosa  comiietencia,  rednzcan  los  fletes  b  tijios  racionsiles. 

“5.  Parilidades  Itanearias. — Es  I'Ste  un  punto  qne  tiene  msls  iiiHuencia 
de  la  qne  vulgarmente  se  cree,  en  el  volumen  de  las  transacciones  co- 
merciales  internacionales  y,  tratlindose  de  los  negoeios  inercantiles  de 
Guatemala  con  los  Estados  Unidos.  la  cuestion  es  mbs  grave  aun  si  se 
tiene  en  cuenta  que  la  mayor  parte  de  nuestro  caf** — el  principal  de 
nuestros  articiilos  de  exportaoibin — la  vendemos  en  Aleinsinia  b  Ingla- 
terra  y  que,  por  consiguiente,  nos  vemos  obligados  si  pagar  la  inerca- 
den'a  iiorteamericana  con  giros  sobre  Ilaniburgo  <»  Ixmdres,  que  dejan 
si  los  banqueros  de  aiiuellas  plazas  un  beneficio  que  debia  corresjmnder 
si  los  norteainericanos,  si  los  Estados  Unidos  nos  projiorcionaran  las 
mismas  faeilidades  bancarias. 

“Otrsis  lunchas  indicaciones  litiles  podrian  liacesse  sobre  el  particu¬ 
lar,  jiero  las  omitin*  hoy  en  gracia  de  la  brevedsid,  para  no  dsir  .4  este 
trabsijo  demasiada  extension.  Dire  solamente  que  ellas  ban  sido  con- 
signadas  en  detalle  en  uumerosas  publicaciones  de  carbcter  oficial  b 
privado  y  repetidas  en  el  periiidico  que  sirve  de  brgano  b  la  asociacibu 
de  manufactureros  de  este  pais. 

“  liace  euatro  b  cinco  afios  los  precios  del  cafe  eran  tan  elevados,  que 
determiuarou  un  cstado  de  jirosperidad  general  tanto  en  Centro 
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America  comf»  en  Ics  demfis  paises  productores  de  ese  grano.  Nuestros 
pueblos  disfrutsibaii  de  bieiiestar  y  comodidades  raras  vecesobteuidos: 
El  trabajo  abundaba;  la  tierra  reudia  opimos  frutos';  el  agricultor 
ensancbaba  sus  plantaciones;  el  negociaute  importaba  del  extranjero 
mercaderias  en  cantidad  no  acostumbrada ;  las  iniportaciones  y  exporta- 
ciones  doblaban  y  auii  triplicaban  su  nionto  aiiual  y,  en  una  palabra,  el 
coinercio,  vivificado  por  una  agricultura  Horeciente,  sedesarrollaba  con 
rapidez  antes  no  vista. 

“  Pero  esos  inisinos  altos  precios  del  cafe  estinmlaron  ]>oderosainente 
la  produccidn,  b.ici(*ndola  mayor  (jue  el  cousumo  del  precioso  grano,  y 
desde  entonces  iKpiellos  ban  venido  disminuyeiido,  y  efectando  en  con- 
secuenciael  voluinen  de  las  transacciones  inercantiles  de  todos aquellos 
paises  que  tieiien  el  cafe  conio  sii  principal  artic.ulo  eximrtable. 

“Guatemala  no  ixKlia  ser  una  excepcion,  y  su  coraercio  en  los  ultimos 
tres  ados  ha  debido  resentir  los  efectos  del  fenonieno  apuntado;  i^ero 
ellos  son,  afortunadaniente,  de  caracter  transitorio  y  nos  dejaran  el 
beneiicio  i)ermanente  de  habernos  hecho  sentir  la  uecesidad  de  tener 
una  produccidn  variada,  que  ya  empuja  4  nuestro  pueblo  por  salu- 
dables  derroteros.  En  nuestros  campos  se  inician  nuevos  y  prouiete- 
dores  cultivos,  couio  el  del  hule  d  caucbo,  la  vainilla,  etc.,  y  ws  atieinle 
mejor  d  otros  antes  descuidados,  como  el  del  taliaco,  cacao,  bananas 
y  demas  frutos  tropicales. 

“  El  equilibrio  de  nuestra  produccidn  y  consumo,  inomentiineamente 
alterado,  quedara  de  ese  modo  restablecido;  las  oi>eraciones  mercan- 
tiles  recobraran  pronto — asi  lo  espero — su  actividad  habitual,  y  nues¬ 
tros  luercados  seguiran  ofrecieudo  al  manufacturero  norteamericauo 
el  vasto  cam^K)  que  pronieten  paises  nuevos,  virgeues  aim,  que  solo 
esperan  para  su  desarrollo  la  energia  del  inmigrante  europeo,  ii  quien 
acogemos  con  carino  en  nuestras  playas,  y  la  accidn  fecunda  del  capital 
extranjero,  que  reali/ara  seguramente  balagiidoras  gauancias  en 
provecbosas  empresas. 

“Kico  es  nuestro  suelo  y  adaptable  A  numerosas  y  variadas  produc- 
clones;  suave  es  nuestro  clima  y  perfectainente  adecuado  para  las 
razas  blancas;  nuestras  leyes  son  claras,  liberates  y  avanzadas;  nuestro 
pueblo  es  pacitico,  laborioso  y  progresista;  nuestras  instituciones 
politicas  y  sociales  son  analogas  a  las  de  otros  paises  cultos;  nuestro 
sistema  de  educac.idiu  {loiiular,  que  descansa  en  la  ancha  base  de  la 
escuela  laica,  obligatoria  y  gratuita,  extiende  su  bendfica  influencia 
tanto  si  las  ciudsides  y  pueblos  de  importancia  como  si  los  caserios  y 
aldeas  mds  remotas;  nuestros  colegios  y  universidsules  emplean  los 
mejores  metodos  y  se  organizeu  teniendo  en  uiira  los  modelos  msis 
reconiendables;  nuestrsis  vias  de  comunicacidn  se  aumentan  de  auo  en 
abo  con  nuevas  carreteras,  ferrocarriles  y  lineas  de  vapores;  nuestras 
poblaciones,  iluminadas  varias  de  ellas  jior  la  luz  electrica  y  gozando 
de  las  ventajas  de  un  amplio  y  barato  servicio  teletbnico,  estdn  ligadas 
todas  por  extensa  red  telegrdflca  que  Isrs  imuo  en  inmediata  relacion 
con  el  mundo  entero;  el  deseo  de  mejorar,  en  una  palabra,  es  iunato  en 
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mis  coDciudailanos  y,  con  tan  buenos  elemeiitos,  coiitiamos  en  el  por- 
veiiir  y  abrigamos  fundadus  esi)eranzas  de  uu  bienestar  y  prosperidad 
])ermaueutes,  qne  nos  permitir^n  realizar  en  paz  nuestro  destiuo  y 
ofiwer  amplios  iiorizontes  al  capital  y  al  trabajo  de  los  pueblos  con  los 
cuales  vivinios  en  intimo  contacto  y  en  amistosas  relaciones.” 


MEXICO. 

DESARROLLO  COMERCIAI.. 

El  Sefior  Don  Salvador  H.  Echegaray,  uuo  do  los  Delegsidos  de 
Mexico  al  Congreso  Comercial  Internacional  de  Filadelfia,  pronuncio 
nn  discurso  que  fue  escncbado  con  mucha  ateucion,  por  contener  infor¬ 
mes  inuy  utiles  para  los  coinerciantes  y  exi)ortadores  de  los  Estados 
Unidos.  Dijo  el  Senor  Echegaray  que  dnrante  la  administracion  de 
Presidente  DIaz  Mexico  ba  gozado  de  i)erfecta  paz,  lo  cual  ba  becbo 
{)osible  la  construccidn  de  10, (HK)  millas  de  ferrocarril,  la  luejora  de  los 
puertos,  el  desarrollo  general  del  pais  y  el  auniento  de  la  riqueza  publica. 
Las  importaciones  en  el  ano  economico  de  1874-75  no  alcan/.aron  d 
$19,(KKi,000  inexicanos,  inieutras  que  en  el  ultimo  ano  economico 
ascendieron  a  $106,285,307,  lo  cual  es  un  auniento  de  cerca  de  600  jior 
ciento.  Las  exportacioues  en  1875  fueron  de  $27,318,788  mexicauos,  y 
en  el  ultimo  ano  ascendieron  a  $138,478,137  mexicauos — uu  auniento  de 
500  por  ciento.  Los  principales  articulos  inrportados  en  Mexico  sou  los 
siguieutes: 


Muquinuria . 

....  ne,  775,  .562 

Tejidos  de  lana . 

$3,877,971 

Tejidos  de  algmldii . 

_  12,  292, 190 

Papel  y  sns  luaimfacturas. .. 

3, 841, 244 

Hierro  v  acero . 

Vinos  y  licoree . 

_  11,920,291 

.  5, 590, 9S4 

Fibras  textiles . 

2, 541, 878 

Los  principales  proiluctos  exiiortados  en  el  ultimo  ano  economico 
fueron — 

Plata . 

_ $66,431,541 

Ploiiio . 

$3, 786, 144 

Henequdu . . 

.  18, 711, 325 

Cobre . 

4, 135, 613 

Oro . . 

.  8, 843, 081 

CueroB . 

3, 646, 915 

Caf.^ . . 

.  7, 936, 908 

Madcras  preciosas . 

1, 896, 908 

Ganado . . 

.  4,918,572 

Raiz  de  zacatdu . 

1, 055, 669 

El  comercio  exterior  de  Mexico  en  los  liltimos  siete  auos  ba  sido  el 
siguente: 

Cumercio  de  Mexico,  anon  eoHomicos  de  1892  d  1899. 


Importacioiit'g  (valor  derlarado  eu  oro). 

Exportaviones  (valor  detdarado  en  plata). 

AflOH. 

De  los  Estados 

1  Unidos. 

Delosotroa 

paises. 

ToUI. 

A  los  Estados 
Unidos. 

A  lofl  otroB  1 
paiees.  ' 

Total. 

1892- 93 . 

1893- 94 . 

1894- 93 . 

$26, 2;'.5, 963 
14,351,785  1 
15, 130, 367 
20, 145, 763  ! 
22. 593, 869  1 
21, 490, 604 
24, 164, 687 

$17, 177, 168 
15, 9:15,  704 
18,  870, 073 
22, 108, 175 
19,610,235 
23.112.888 
26, 704, 507 

$4.3,413, 131 
30, 287, 489 
34, 000, 440 
42, 253, 038 
42,  '204, 095 
43, 603, 492 
[  50,869.194 

$63, 791, 741 
60, 660.243 
67, 322, 986 
79,651,695  i 
86,742,951  1 
04, 974, 616 
103, 553, 486 

$23, 717, 466 
18, 683, 044 
‘23  531, 967 
25, 365,  ‘207 
24, 603, 543 
‘13, 998. 133 
34.9‘24,651 

.  $87,509,297 
79, 343, 287 
90, 854, 953 
105,016,902 
111,346,494 
1‘28. 972,749 
138,478,137 

1895- 98 . 

1896- 97 . 

1897- 98 . 

1898- 99 . 

Total . 

144,113,029 

142, 518, 750 

286,631,779 

566,697,718  | 

184,824,011 

1  741,521,7*29 
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Segun  el  Sefior  Ecuegaray,  el  auiueiito  en  la  deniamla  de  g<'“iiero8 
de  algoddii  en  Mexico  ha  prodiicido  poco  efecto  sobre  las  importaciones 
de  este  articulo,  ponpie  las  fabricas  nacionales  bastan  parasuplirdicha 
demanda,  piles  hay  actualmente  en  la  Kepiiblica  125  fabricas  de  esta 
clase,  y  inuchas  mas  estan  en  construccibn.  Se  fabrica  en  Mexico 
excelente  cerveza.  Tambien  se  hace  may  buen  pai)el  bianco.  Hay 
uumerosos  fnndiciones. 

A1  liablardelos  productos  minerales  de  M<'‘xico,el  Senor  Echkgaray 
manifesto  (pie  su  pais,  (pie  en  anos  pasados  habia  ocupado  el  segundo 
Ingar  como  prod  actor  de  plata,  teniendo  los  Estados  TTnidosel  primero, 
fub  (*1  (jae  prodajo  la  mayor  cantidad  de  dicho  metal  en  el  ano  18b7-l>8. 
Como  prodactor  de  oro  ocupa  M(*xico  el  cuarto  lagar;  como  prod  actor 
de  plomo.el  quinto,  y  como  prodactor  de  cobre  el  sexto.  Asegara  el 
Senor  Ecuegaray  (pie  dentro  de  cuatro  anos  la  exportaciim  de  cobre 
sera  dos  veces  mayor,  ponpie  existen  madias  minas  de  dicho  metal.  En 
caauto  alcomercioextranjero,lo  divide  porpaisesel  Senor  Eohegauay 
de  la  mauera  sigaiente : 


ASo  K(  ()X6MIC0  ok  1«98-99. 


I’alsea. 

Iniporta- 
cionoH  (valor 
dcriarailo  en 
oro). 

Exporta- 
eionea  (valor 
declar.ido  en 
peHoa  mexi- 
raiiua). 

♦3,677,925 
2. 969. 936 
5, 929, 292 
9,  .-.92, 797  , 
IWI.  889  ! 
707,408  1 
24, 164, 687  1 
24, 205 
1,431,055 

♦4, 020, 307 
1. 172, 948 
6. 252.  293 
14.  MO.  928 
34. 952 
2, 577, 688 
103.  553, 486 
6,257,884 
1,507,651 

Eapana . . 

OtroH  paisos . 

Total . 

50, 869. 194 

138. 478. 137 

La  imiKirtacmn  de  mercama'as  americanas  darante  el  afio  ecom'anico 
de  1898-99  fae  como  sigae ; 


[Efei'toH  clasilicailus  do  cont'ormidad  cnu  ul  Aranrcl  de  Adiiaiiaa  d<<  Valor  <\i.-L'larailo  en 


I>esoa  mexicanoe.] 

luduatriii  animal . .  if  1,  (il'.l,  70(1 

Prudiictos  si'i'icolas . . .  5,  (XU,  116 

MetuluH  y  8US  mannfacturaa .  7,33.5,447 

Tejulos .  1,131,1*30 

Prodnctos  qniiiiicoa,  (Irogiis,  aceitots  y  pintiiraH .  846,6.53 

Vinos,  lioores,  belddiis  fernuMitadas  y  no  feriiientndas . . 272,246 

Papcl  y  9U8  mamifactnras .  .521, 689 

Maquinaria  y  aparatos .  4, 826, 291 

Carruajes .  934,590 

Armas  y  substancias  explosivas .  961, 295 

Arti'cnlos  diyersos .  661, 424 


Total 


24, 164, 687 
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La  exportation  de  mercancias  de  los  Estados  Unidos  4  Mexico,  que 
en  1888  tuvo  apenas  uu  valor  de  $10,000,000,  ascendio  eii  el  ultimo  ano 
econdmico  a  cerca  de  $24,000,000,  lo  cual  es  un  auuieuto  de  140  por 
ciento.  Mexico  le  compra  si  los  Estados  Unidos  inds  que  Italia,  Kusia 
(')  ICspana,  inds  que  China  6  Jai>on,  y  mas  que  cualquier  pais  de  America, 
con  excepcion  del  Canada.  Como  cousumidor  de efectos  de  los  Estados 
Unidos,  Mdxico  ocupa  el  septimo  lugar.  Las  facilidailes  de  transi)orte 
entre  Mexico  y  los  Estados  Unidos  son  muchas,  y  un  comerciante  de 
Filadellia  puede  ir  a  la  ciudad  de  Mexico  eu  vias  ferreas  de  primera 
clase  y  regresar  en  el  termino  de  diez  dias,  con  un  costo  de  $2(M).  Los 
inedios  de  comunicacion  interior  de  Mexico  son  tambidnde  gran  impor- 
tancia.  Haycuatro  ferrocarriles  que  unen  la  Kepiiblicacon  los  Estados 
Unidos,  y  por  medio  de  ellos  eutran  Mexico  cada  ano  35,000  carros 
cargados  de  mercancias;  otrascuatro  lineas  unen  laco.stadel  AtLintico 
con  las  grandes  ciudades  de  la  mesa  central;  otras  lineas  i)enetran  en 
las  regiones  meridionales;  una  atraviesa  el  istmo  de  Tebuautei)ec,  y 
bay  varias  en  la  peninsula  de  Yucatan. 

Desde  hace  alguuos  anos  el  Gobierno  se  ocupa  activamente  en  la 
construcciou  de  bueuos  puertos  en  ambos  oc«'-auos  y  en  el  estableci- 
iniento  de  faros.  Hay  08,250  kiloinetros  de  teldgrafos  y  2,457  oticinas 
de  correos.  Ambos  servicios  son  expelentes.  Existe  el  sistema  de 
giros  ])ostaleB  y  telegraticos  en  el  pais,  y  pronto  se  establecera  con  los 
Estados  Unidos,  hacieudolo  asi  internacional. 

Termind  el  Senor  EciiEfiARAY  su  discurso  manifestando  que,  como 
en  los  liltimos  die/  anos  las  rentas  de  la  nacidn  ban  excedido  a  los 
gastos,  bay  nu  supenivit  en  la  tesoreria,  el  cual  el  ano  pasado  fue  de 
nnis  de  cinco  millones  de  i>esos. 

RIQUEZA  MINERAL  T  AORICOLA  DE  TAMAULIPAS. 

El  I  )r.  Abraham  Diaz,  Kepresentante  del  Estado  de  Tainaulipas  en  el 
Congreso  Comercial  Internacional  de  Filadellia,  de8<-ribid  las  condi- 
clones  agricolas  y  miuerales  de  aquella  seccidu  de  Mexico  del  modo 
siguieute : 

“  La  zona  del  cobre  es  el  inombre  que  puerle  darse  a  acpiella  seccidu  de 
las  inontanas  de  San  Carlos,  distrito  de  San  ('arlos,  donde  el  metal  se 
encuentra  en  mas  d  menos  abundancia  por  toilas  partes.  En  San  Jos<*, 
a  tres  kilometros  de  San  Carlos,  bay  una  compania  ((ue  explota  con  muy 
buen  exito  minas  de  cobre,  cuyos  productos  son  tan  ricos,  que  el  negocio 
aumenta  de  dia  eu  dia,  de  suerte  que  en  la  actualidad  tigura  entre  las 
mas  inqiortantes  einpresas  inineras  de  jMexico.  La  zona  de  ploino  esta 
siluada  en  las  inismas  montanas  y  en  el  luisino  distrito  de  San  Carlos. 
El  mineral  produce  geueralmente  de  GO  si  70  y  basta  80  por  ciento  de 
plomo,  y  de  GO  si  80  onzas  de  plata  ixtr  tonelada.  Los  miuerales  cou- 
tienen  tambieu  suflciente  bierro  para  que  valga  la  pensv  de  fundirlos,  y 
los  bay  que  rinden  1,200  onzsvs  de  i>lata  por  tonelsida. 

^‘Adenisis  de  la  riqueza  mineral,  existe  un  valle  muy  fertil  de  msis  de 
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de  4,5(>U  millas  cuadradas,  que  se  adaptaeu  la  parte  del  iiorte  al  ciiltivo 
de  algodoD,  luaiz,  cafia  de  aziicar,  iiaranjas,  uvas,  patataa,  etc.,  y  eii  la 
secciou  central  y  meridional,  al  cultivo  del  arroz,  cafe,  vainilla,  pinas, 
pl4tauo8,  goma  elastica  y  cocos.” 

RECURSOS  DEL  ESTADO  DE  JALISCO. 

La  Camara  de  Comercio  de  Guadalajara  estuvo  representada  en  el 
Congreso  Comercial  Internacional  de  Filadelfia  i)or  el  Senor  Don  Car¬ 
los  Basave  del  Castillo  Negrete,  quien,  en  nn  discurso  que 
pronuncio  el  28  de  octnbre  proximo  pasado,  describio  los  recursos  del 
estado  de  Jalisco  del  modo  siguiente: 

“  El  Estado  de  Jalisco  ha  sido  siempre  el  principal  productor  de  granos 
en  el  pais,  y  la  produccibn  aumenta  cado  aPio.  La  variedad  de  sus 
productos  es  muy  grande,  debido  a  la  diversidad  de  climas  que  en  el  se 
eucueutra,  y  cuando  se  haya  establecido  la  comunicacibn  jmr  ferro- 
earril  con  la  costa  de  la  Pacitico,  sera  explorado  en  toda  su  e.xtencibn  y 
su  desarrollo  ser&  mas  aparente.  Cna  de  las  mayores  ventajas  que 
ofrece  es  la  abuudancia  de  agua  y  la  regularidad  de  las  cosechivs.  El 
agua,  que  sirve  para  riego  y  (pie  forma  iiumerosas  cascadas,  es  iiua 
fuente  de  riqueza  como  fuerza  motriz  para  las  graudes  fabricas  que  van 
a  ser  construidas,  y  alrededor  de  las  cuales  se  formaran  inqiortautes 
centros  de  poblacibn.  Contamos,  dijo  el  Senor  Basave,  con  varios 
millares  de  caballos  de  fuerza,  que  pueden  obtenerse  s'l  muy  poco  costo, 
y  teiigo  en  mi  poder  los  informes  necesarios  con  el  hn  de  liacer  uiia 
invitacibn  formal  a  los  hombres  de  negocios  ((ue  se  interesan  especial- 
mente  en  el  asunto.” 

COMPAl^A  DE  FUERZA  MOTRIZ. 

El  peribdico  “The  Two  llepublics,”  que  se  publica  en  la  ciudad  de 
Mexico,  dice  que  el  25  de  agosto  de  este  afio  se  c.ompletb  la  organ iza- 
cibu  de  una  de  las  compauias  mas  imixirtantes  que  jamas  han  liecho 
negocios  en  la  liepiiblica.  Dicha  corimracibn  es  couocida  con  el  noin- 
bre  de  “  La  Compauia  Mexicana  de  Fuerza  Motriz.”  De  conformidad 
con  el  articulo  170  del  Cbdigo  de  Comercio,  el  capital' .social  ha  sido 
pagado  en  su  totalidad.  Este  capital  que  ascieude  4  la  suma  de 
$10,000,000  mexicauos,  fue  suscrito  en  Londres,  Nueva  York,  Filadelfia 
y  Mexico.  Una  de  las  circunstancias  mas  favorables  relacionadas  con 
esta  nueva  corporacibu  es  la  gran  cantidad  de  capital  mexicano  intere- 
sado  en  los  negocios,  pues,  como  es  bien  sabido,  en  Mt'xic.o  se  obra  con 
mucha  cautela  en  asuntos  de  esta  indole. 

Para  formarse  una  idea  de  la  magnitud  de  esta  etnpresa,  basta  saber 
que  h  a  adquirido  el  derecho  de  usar  las  cascadas  en  oclio  de  los  mas 
ricos  estados  de  la  republica.  Las  mas  importautes  de  estas  cascadas 
son  las  del  rio  Blanco,  en  el  estado  do  Veracruz,  por  doude  pasa  un 
ferrocarril,  y  las  cuales  son  accesibles  de  muchos  puntos,  Los  tra- 
bajos  en  estas  casccadas  van  a  comenzar  sin  tardanza.  Se  han 
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celebrado  ya  contratos  por  mas  de  7,o00  caballos  de  fuerza  cou  fabri- 
cauies  de  los  Estadoe  Uiiidos  y  el  Cauada,  que  vau  a  estableeer  nianu- 
lacturas  cerea  de  dichas  cascadas.  La  coiupafiia  di8()oue  eu  todo 
de  aI{jo  asi  como  l.j0,000  eaballos  de  fuerza,  que  se  emplearAu  en  su 
total idad,  ponjue  el  diuero  para  esta  gran  euipresa  puede  obtenerse 
facilmeute. 

Desde  luego  se  couipreude  que  el  objeto  de  la  conipafiia  es  fuiidar 
eu  toda  la  republiea  fabricas  eon  capitales  e.xtranjeros,  principal- 
inente  de  loa  Estados  Lnidos,  y  proveer  de  fuerza  motriz  {\  uu  costo 
miuiuio  a  las  industrias  locales.  Laeompania  ha  obteuido  concesiones 
liberales  del  (iobierno,  y  en  vista  de  la  importancia  de  la  empresa, 
goza  de  muelio  favor. 


NICARAGUA. 

RIQUEZAS  T  ADELANTOS  DEL  PAIS.  LA  RUTA  DEL  FUTTTRO 
CANAL  INTEROCEANICO. 

El  discurso  que  pronuncio  el  Sefior  Don  Luis  F.  Corea,  Enviado 
Extraordiuario  y  Ministro  Plenipoteneiario  de  Nicaragua  en  los  Estados 
Uiiidos,  ante  el  Congreso  Coiuercial  Interuacioual  deFiladelda,  durante 
la  sesion  pan  aiuericana  que  tuvo  lugar  el  dia  28  de  oetubre,  verso 
priiicipalmente  sobre  las  riquezas  y  adelantos  de  su  pais,  que  estA 
destiiiado  a  ser  el  centro  del  eomereio  universal  cuaiido  sebaya  abierto 
el  canal  interoceanico  por  su  territorio. 

El  Ministro  se  e.xpreso  couio  sigue: 

“Senor  Presidente,  Sefioras,  Caballeros:  Es  para  mi  un  gran  placer 
preseiitarme  ante  uu  distiiiguido  y  culto  auditorio  para  referirme  d  uu 
tenia  tan  agradable  conioel  de  ‘  Nicaragua  en  Centro  America.’  Es  uu 
honor  que  verdaderaniente  aprecio. 

“Centro  America,  couio  toilos  vosotros  bien  sabeis,  comprende  las 
cinco  Kepnblicas  del  Istmo.  Guatemala  en  el  Norte;  Ilonduras,  El 
Salvador  y  Nicaragua  en  el  Centro,  y  Costa  Rica  en  el  Sur.  Son  el 
anillo  <iae  une  dos  grandes  coutiuentes — la  debil  barrera  en  la  que  dos 
poderosos  oceanos  liichan  y  rugeu  eu  estC-ril  esfuerzo  ixir  entrar  cada 
uno  en  el  dominio  del  otro.  La  naturaleza  formuld  alii  la  commuuica- 
cion  de  las  aguas;  mas  cuando  ya  estaba  para  concluir  su  tarea,  sus- 
peiidio  el  trabajo.  Esiieremos,  no  obstante,  que  auiuiue  ella  se  mostro 
remisa,  la  luauo  del  hombre  realizara  el  proinisito;  y  entouces,  cou  el 
canal  interoceanico,  Nicaragua,  Centro  America,  sera  no  solamente  el 
centro  geograticodel  uuevo  heniisferio,  sino  taiubieu  el  centro  comercial 
del  mundo  entero. 

“  En  Guatemala  es donde  una  vez  fue  el  asiento  del  antiguo  Gobiemo 
espanol  eu  el  istmo,  y  donde  hay  aun  algiinos  remotos  descendieutes 
de  los  nobles  de  Castilla.  Es  un  pais  rico,  bello  y  culto. 

“Honduras  tiene  m4s  riquezas  uaturales;  en  sus  montauas  y  eu  sus 
exteiisas  llauuras  se  encuentran  acumnladas. 
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“El  Salvador,  reducido  eii  Jirea,  es  uno  de  las  mas  poblados  de  los 
pai'ses  del  muiido  con  relacidu  a  la  milla  ciiadrada.  Sii  in^fcnioso 
pueblo  lia  vencido  las  iiecesidades  provenientes  de  la  peipiefiez  de 
territorio,  herbicaineiite  y  bien. 

“Costa  Kica  reune  las  fueiites  de  riqueza  que  la  iiaturaleza  le  ha 
prodiffado  a  la  econoiin'a  y  laboriosidad  de  sus  habitaiites. 

“I’ero  Nicaragua,  perd«'»uese  que  lo  diga  con  orgullo,  adeinas  de  la 
belleza  de  sus  panorainicas  vistas,  sus  hermosos  lagos  e  iiiqunientes 
volcanos,  la  riqueza  de  su  territorio,  la  salubridad  de  su  clinia  y  la 
hospitalidad  de  su  pueblo,  tieue  el  asiento  del  Canal  de  Nicaragua  que, 
concluido,  bara  de  ella,  coinercialiuente  hablando,  la  Sci'iora  del  Oeste. 
I’ara  el  efecto  cnenta  hoy  taiubicn  con  elenientos  y  ventajas  qne 
resenari*  brev'emente  a  tin  de  no  abusar  de  la  bondad  de  tan  aniable 
auditorio. 

“Aunque  su  posicibn  geografica  es  tropical,  Nicaragua  goza  de  uu 
cliiua  moderado.  La  teinperatura  maxima  es  en  septiembre,  que  llega 
como  (i  89.5  grados;  y  la  minima  en  encro  y  noviembre,  que  tluctua 
entre  70  y  71  grados,  siendo  el  promedio  al  ano  de  75  a  79  grados. 
Estosdatos  son  tornados  dc  las  observaciones  meteorohigicas  hechas  en ' 
San  Juan  del  Sur.  En  las  regiones  nnis  elevadas  del  I'acitico  el  ter- 
mometro  puede  bajar  hasta  65  grados  y  nuuca  sube  mas  alia  de  90. 
Aun  en  los  dias  mas  caluroros  Jamas  se  experimenta  sensacibn  algnna 
de  opresicni  b  debilidad  en  las  regiones  elevadas.  No  se  conocen  el 
granizo,  la  nieveni  la  escarcha;  pero  tainimco  se  conocen  los  huracanes 
ui  los  tornados. 

“La  salubridad  del  clima  no  tiene  rival,  y  basta  prestar  la  atencion 
que  do  ordinario  debe  darse  a  las  leyes  higienicas,  para  gozar  alb  de 
una  salud  tan  perfecta  como  en  cuahpiier  otra  parte  del  mundo.  Un 
oficial  de  marina,  al  mando  de  nn  binpie  de  guerra  estacionado  durante 
cinco  meses  en  la  costa  de  Nicaragua,  manifestb  en  un  informe  (pic  ni 
UD  solo  hombre  de  la  tripulacibn  a  su  maudo  habia  muerto,  ui  tuvo 
nuuca  mas  de  cuatro  eufermos  A  la  vez. 

“El  Almirante  Walker,  Presideute  de  la  ('omi.sibu  del  Canal  del 
Istmo,  manifiesta  (pie  de  los  500  hombres  (jue  por  muchos  meses  estu- 
vieron  ocujiados  en  los  trabajos  de  niensura  en  las  ciiinegas,  en  busca 
de  lugar  para  el  canal,  ui  murib  niuguno,  ni  se  presentaron  nnis  casos 
de  liebres  paludicas  b  de  otros  caracteres,  (jue  los  que  i>odriau  haberse 
presentadoen  los  terreuos  bajo^  del  estado  de  Virginia.  En  Nicaragua 
jamas  hay  fiebre  amarilla  y  las  calenturas,  peculiares  al  pais,  cedeu 
fticilmente  al  tratainieuto. 

“Politicamente  hablando,  Nicaragua  goza  de  la  prosiieridad  (pie  trae 
la  paz  y  uu  gobieruo  estable.  Los  liberales  ban  deniostrado  su  habili- 
dad  para  gobernar  sabiameute  con  Justicia  y  economia. 

“Elcrb'dito  del  Gobieruo  en  el  mercado  de  Londres  se  cotiza  nnis 
alto  que  el  de  uiugun  otro  do  sus  vecinos  de  Centro  America  y  es 
superado  solameute  imr  el  de  uno  de  los  de  Sur  America,  ((ue  es  el  de 
Chile. 
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“Otro  heclio  iraportante  que  babla  bieii  del  pais  y  su  (robierno  es  el 
prado  de  prosperidad  de  qne  tambuM)  gozan  la.s  colonias  extraujeras 
que  tieneu  uegoeios  y  apreciaii  la  proteccibii  y  garautias  que  olicial- 
lueiite  se  les  dispeusan. 

“  liU  Iglesia  y  el  Estado  estau  separados  y  le  religion  estau  libreeomo 
el  aire  (pie  respirauios, 

••  El  sistema  de  iustruccion  piiblica  es  exeelente.  For  iiiaa  de  veinte 
afios  ha  estado  bajo  la  dire(!eibn  del  Gobierno  (pie  la  ])aga  hoy  prefe- 
rnile  ateiicion  y  gasta  cerca  de  uii  die/,  por  cieiito  de  las  entradas  en  su 
manteuiiuieiito  y  desarrollo.  Ademas  de  las  escuelas  y  colegios  que  el 
Gobierno  soporta,  hay  inuchos  estableciinientosde  ensefianza  sostenidos 
por  la  Muuieipali<lad  y  otras  por  einpresas  prividas;  y  de  tal  inanera 
que  ouando  iin  Joven  d  una  senorita  ha  pasado  por  los  colegios  supe- 
riores,  estan  preparados  para  eutrar  eu  los  departameutos  especiales  de 
Isyes,  niedieiua.  etc. 

“  I'H  adelanto  aleanzado  en  los  sisteinas  de  transporte  y  coinunieacidu 
I)or  teldgrafb  y  telefono  en  Nicaragua  es  igualineiite  grande.  En  el 
interior  tiene  buenas  vias  de  conuinicacidn  con  atubas  costas,  de  suerte 
(pie  el  prodiietor  de  eate  d  el  que  .se  dedioa  a  la  crianza  de  aniinale.s, 
hallan  niuy  i»oea  dificultad  en  euviar  sus  produetos  a  todos  los  jmertos 
del  Atliiutico  y  del  Facitieo.  Los  tip<»8  de  tietes  y  i>asajes  son  nniy 
niddie(»s,  pudiendo  hacerse  el  viaje  de  Greytown  a  (’orinto — es  decir,  de 
oeeano  a  oceaiio,  rdpidainente  y  i»or  vapor,  iK)r  menos  de  A15  oro,  y  a 
trav('*s  <le  las  ciudades  principales,  por  una  i>e(iuena  suina.  La  red  tele- 
gnitica  se  extieiide  por  todo  el  pais,  y  euesta  el  servicio  coino  la  uiitad 
de  lo  que  .se  paga  en  los  Estados  I'nidos.  Y  el  de  telefonos  a  largas 
distancias  es  generalmente  satisfactorio.  Los  rios  y  lagos  sou  nave- 
gables  y  es  eficaz  el  servicio  de  vapores.  Nicaragua  pertenece  a  la  gran 
Unidn  Fostal  Internacional  y  sus  facilidades  para  trasinitir  el  corrts) 
son  excelentes,habicndose  extendido  hasta  los  distritos  ruralesel  reparto 
libre  de  la  correspondencia. 

“Nicaragua  abunda  en  riquezas  minerales  y  agricola.s.  Las  ininas 
de  oro  son  uuinerosas  y  de  ellas  se  extrae  el  i)recio.so  metal  con  grandes 
Jjeneticios.  Cobre  y  bpalos  abundan  tambitbi,  aun(]ue  Honduras,  la 
vecina  del  Norte,  es  especialuiente  notable  i)or  la  riqueza  de  estos. 

“Entre  las  producciones  agricolas  existen  el  cafe,  niais,  frijoles,  trigo, 
arroz,  azucar,  algoddn,  tabaco,  y  leguinbres,  fuera  de  las  frutas  troj)!- 
cales  (pie  en  todas  partes  .se  protlucen  en  abundancia.  El  tabaco  es  de 
exeelente  calidad  y  en  algunas  zonas  rivaliza  al  niejor  (pie  se  proiluce 
en  la  llabaua. 

“  En  los  bos([ues  crecen  abundanteniente  tnaderas  tinas,  que  consti- 
tuyen  uno  de  los  rainas  de  exportaci(»n,  siendo  digno  de  notar  que  iiiia 
gran  irantidad  de  la  civoba  (pie  iinportan  los  E.sados  Unidos  es  de 
a(piella  procedencia. 

“En  las  tertiles  llanuras  prosiau-a  la  cria  y  sus  inoductos  se  veuden 
en  toda  la  America  Central,  habiendo  comeuzado  ya  los  einbarques  de 
millares  de  cabezas  de  ganado  para  Cuba. 
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“La  maquinaria  mas  moderua  y  las  mas  iiuevas  invenciones  son 
necesarias  al  desarrollo  de  la  agricultura.  El  pueblo  sabe  apreciar  sus 
necesidades  y  no  vacila  en  ba(;ei‘se  de  a<iuello  «iue  no  tiene  facilidad  de 
producir.  No  son  las  fabricas  tan  uuinerosas  coino  sen'a  de  desear, 
pero  se  invita  sienipre  al  capital  extraiijcro  que  vaya  a  dar  empuje  d  su 
desarrollo.  Existe  ya,  sin  embargo,  eii  el  pais  uii  ingenio  de  aziicar  <jue 
no  tiene  superior  eii  el  istiuo. 

“Segnu  informes  estadisticos  las  importaciones  que  Nicaragua  hace 
de  luglaterra  alcaiizan  a  uii  millon  y  medio;  las  de  Alemania  a  uu 
millou,  mieiitras  que  las  procedentes  de  los  Estados  IJnidos  solo  a 
medio  luilldn  de  dollars  jmr  ano;  y  esto  no  obstante  de  (pie  sus  exporta- 
ciones  para  los  Estados  Unidos  se  avaliian  en  uu  millon  de  dollars, 
para  luglaterra  en  cerca  de  tres  cuartos  de  millon,  y  para  Alemania  en 
cerca  de  dos  millones  y  cuarto. 

“  Con  tales  elementos  de  rniueza  y  de  progreso,  que,  como  i)rometi, 
a  la  ligera  hereferido,  facil  es  comprender  que  la  consti  uccidn  del  canal 
maritimo  por  Nicaragua  producira  uua  revolucidu  comercial  que  Lara 
a  csta  y  a  Centro  America  eutera  un  gran  centro  de  negocios.  Por 
a^iuel  canal  babnin  de  pasar  los  buques  de  Europa  y  los  Estados 
Unidos  en  viaje  a  la  costa  o(‘(;idental  de  Norte  y  Sur  America  y  en 
rnmbo  hacia  el  Orieute;  y  los  de  las  riberas  occiden tales  de  las 
Americas  con  carga  para  los  Estados  Unidos  y  Europa.  Yasi  aumeu- 
tara  la  iumigracion;  el  desarrollo  de  sus  eam|K)s  fertiles  y  de  sus  ricas 
miuas recibirii  inqmlso;  seestableceraii  nuevas  bibricas;  el  crecimiento 
del  trafico  i)restara  alientos  a  las  niejoras  i)ublicas,  y  como  por  obra  de 
magia,  la  Amt'rica  Central  adquirira  tal  importancia  comercial,  que 
rivalizara  con  la  de  los  otros  paises  de  ainbos  coutinentes. 

“Permitaseme,  Senor  Presidente,  senoras  y  Caballeros,  que  antes  de 
dejar  esta  tribuna  mauibeste  las  sincerasfelicitaciones  que  el  Gobierno 
y  pueblo  de  Nicaragua  envian  al  Congreso  Comercial  luternacional, 
junto  con  sus  mejores  deseos  por  el  cumplimiento  de  las  nobles  aspira- 
clones  de  aquellos  (pie  tuvieron  la  inaravillosa  idea  de  reunir  a  todos 
los  ])aises  en  uu  respetable  cuerpo  como  este,  para  estreebar  sus  rela- 
ciones  comerciales  y  facilitar  el  niovimiento  mercantil  universal.” 


PARAGUAY. 

AGRICULTURA  T  COMRRCIO. 

El  Sefior  Carlos  K.  Santos,  Kepresentante  de  la  repiiblica  del 
Paraguay  en  el  Congreso  Comercial  luternacional  de  Filadeltia,  bablu 
con  entusiasmo  ante  dicbo  cuerpo  sobre  las  grandes  ventajas  naturales 
que  su  pais  preseuta  para  la  agricultura,  y  dijo  que  la  admirable  fer- 
tilidad  de  su  snelo  permite  el  cultivo  de  todos  los  productos  de  las 
zouas  templada  y  tropical.  En  cuanto  al  reino  mineral,  existen  en 
el  Paraguay  miuas  de  cobre,  bierro,  inanganeso,  cristal  de  roca, 
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mi'innol,  etc.  Los  iiiuieiisos  bosques  del  pais  coiitienen  inaderas 
de  b)das  clases,  y  en  sus  llaiiuras  la  cria  de  gaiiado  da  admirables 
resnltados,  pues  se  obtienen  gaaancias  (jue  ascienden  a  25  y  hasta  30 
por  ciento  aiinalinente.  Seguii  el  Senor  Santos,  los  principales  arti- 
culos  de  coinercio  que  el  Paraguay  i>roduce  sou  yerba  mate,  tabaco, 
inandioca,  caft'*,  azucar,  algmlon,  arroz,  alfalfa,  frutas,  tales  coino  plata- 
nos,  nieloiies,  naraiijas,  etc.  Se  espera  que  deiitro  de  poco  tiempo  los 
saladeros  del  Paraguay  ocuparaii  uii  lugar  proiniueute  y  conii)etir}in 
coil  losde  la  Republica  Argentina  eii  cuauto  a  la  exportacibn  decarnes 
secas  A  los  luercados  de  Cuba  y  del  Brasil. 

PLANTAS  TEXTILES  DEL  PAIS. 

En  una  comuuicacibn  dirigida  de  la  Asuiicibii  por  el  Consul  de  los 
Estailos  ITnidos,  Mr.  John  N.  Ruffin,  al  Departamento  de  Estado,  y 
que  lleva  la  feclia  de  15  de  agosto  de  IS'.iO,  se  describeii  tres  clases  de 
plaiitas  te.xtiles  del  Paraguay,  a  saber:  algodiiu,  sauce  verde  y  cara- 
guata.  Estas  dos  ultimas  son  jilautas  tibrosas  cnyo  uso  y  noiubre  son 
purameiite  locales. 

El  algodbn  crece  durante  todo  el  afio,  auuque  despucs  de  la  priraera 
coseclia  cortan  la  plauta  por  la  parte  baja  del  tronco  con  objeto  de  que 
retofie  y  di*  nuevas  coseclias.  De8])n«*s  del  segundo  ano,  la  flbra  se 
vuelve  nnis  gruesa,  y  en  orden  a  que  se  conserve  tina  es  necesario  arar 
el  terreno  y  volver  a  sembrar  las  semillas.  El  (iobierno  da  to<la  clase 
de  proteccibn  si  esta  industria,  y,  segiiii  los  agrbnomos  de  la  Repiiblica, 
se  producen  tres  clases  de  algodbn,  conocidas  con  los  nombres  de 
(rOHxypiuin  herhaceum;  O.ritafolium  y  G.  orlmreum.  Existe  tambien  un 
algoilbn  rojo((fMrtra«t  winwdypy/fl),  del  cnal  se  hacen  efectos  ordinaries, 
tales  coino  ponchos,  etc. 

El  sauce  verde  crece  iirincipalmente  en  tcrreiios  pantanosos,  y  cusindo 
se  le  corta  es  casi  negro,  jiero  despues  de  ser  sometido  si  cierto  procedi- 
miento,  la  tibra  se  vuelve  blanca  y  brillante,  siendo  sideinsis  muy  fuerte. 
Oiiina  Mr.  Ruffin  (pie  esta  plauta  podria  usarse  en  fabricar  gi'-neros 
parecidos  si  los  de  seda.  Segiin  la  descripciiin  que  de  diclia  tibra  se  da, 
esta  plauta  debe  de  ser  una  esjiecie  de  ramio. 

La  caraguatsi  es  otra  plauta  fibrosa,  insis  abundante  qiie  el  sauce 
verde,  y  <pie  perteuece  si  la  familia  de  Isis  /b-omi/imr,  una  esiiecie  de 
anana.'  Crece  inejor  en  los  camjios  que  cnaiido  se  la  ciiltiva,  y  como 
siis  hojas  tienen  muclias  espinas,  es  dificil  cortarlas.  Sin  el  uso  de 
inaquiiiaria  especial,  es  casi  imposible  sepsirar  de  la  flbra  todas  las 
iinpurezas,  pero  bien  vale  la  jieiia  de  hacer  esto,  pues  los  natnrales  del 
pais  emplean  diclia  tibra  para  hacer  cuerdas,  y  se  la  considera  superior 
al  yiite.  Durante  la  guerra  entre  el  Brasil  y  el  Uruguay  se  descubrib 
que  dicha  plauta  era  muy  litil  para  la  fabricacibn  de  papel,  y  de  su 
friito,  inezclado  con  aziicar,  se  destila  un  aguardiente  de  sabor  muy 
agradable.  En  orden  si  que  la  plauta  retoue  se  la  corta  casi  a  raiz. 


734 


BUREAU  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLK^S. 


OPORTUNIDADBS  PARA  LOS  CAPITALISTAS. 

El  Consul  do  los  Estados  Unidos  on  la  Asuncicui  lia  ouviado  ultima- 
mente  al  Departtimeiito  do  Estado  uii  informo  aobre  la  ])osibili(lad  do 
invertir  capital  on  el  Paraguay.  Estaii  para  coustruirse  uiia  iiueva 
casa  municipal  y  uii  iiuevo  mercado,  lo  cual  otVi'ce  oimrtunidades  los 
(jue  ncgocian  en  mateiiales  do  constriurcif'ui.  Dice  tainbicu  que  se 
necesita  una  gran  casa  do  cmiicfios  on  la  Asuncion,  y  (pic  un  banco 
ainericauo  (]ue  se  ocui)ase  en  construir  casas,  en  exporter  cueros  y 
pieles,  y  que  hiciese  el  negocio  de  naranjas,  ganaria  inuebo.  Las  naran- 
Jas  del  Paraguay  tieneu  gran  deinanda  en  los  paises  que  quedan  al  sur 
de  diclia  ]{epublica,y  en  opinion  del  Consul,  tanibie!i  podriau  serexporta- 
das  para  el  norte.  Deben  ser  einpacadas  con  tanto  cuidado  coino  las 
de  la  Florida.  Si  se  cousidera  el  gran  consunio  de  g('*neros  de  algoibin 
en  la  Kepublica,  se  coini»rende  que  el  estableciniiento  de  una  fabrica  de 
los  inismos  daria  resiiltados  lucrativos. 


PEUC. 

LA  INDUSTRIA  MINERA  EN  SUS  RELACIONES  CON  EL  TRAFICO. 

Las  niinas  del  Peru  ban  side  desde  la  epoca  de  bn-oixiuistaobjetode 
gran  inter»*s  para  el  inundo  cavilizado,  y  por  esta  razdn  el  delegado 
peruano  al  Congreso  Coniercial  Internacional  de  Filadeltia,  Don  JUAN 
Antonio  Loredo,  fue  escucbado  con  inucha  atencidn  cuando  babld 
sobre  las  relaciones  existentes  entre  la  industria  ininera  y  el  desarrollo 
del  tniflco.  El  Senor  Loredo  dijo  <|ue  la  industria  ininera  es  una  de 
las  que  se  prestan  al  desarrollo  de  las  relaciones  coinerciales  del  Peni, 
])orque,  en  realidail,  la  exportacidii  de  la  republi(!a  consiste  principal- 
niente  en  ininerales  de  plata,  cobre,  plomo  y  otros  productos  nieta- 
lurgicos,  cuyo  valor  es  coino  de  diez  niillones  de  soles  anualinente,  y  de 
los  cuales  solo  una  jiequena  parte  viene  :i  los  Estados  Unidos.  Agregd 
el  Senor  Loredo  que  conio  la  inetalurgia  esta  tan  adelautada  en  los 
Estados  Unidos  y  coino  existen  tantas  casas  fuertes  (pie  coiuercian  en 
metales,  sen'a  cosa  tiicil  y  ]K)co  costosa  establece  ragencias  en  los  princi- 
pales  centres  del  Peru  iiara  la  (tomprade  ininerales  para  la  exportaciiiii. 

El  Peru  contiene  ininensa  y  varia  ri(|ueza  mineral  y  ofrece  vasto 
campo  iiara  el  estableciniiento  de  grandes  empresas  y  para  invertir 
con  i>rovecbo  considerable  capital.  Adeinas  de  la  explotaiddn  en  gran 
escala  de  minas  de  oro,  plata  y  cobre,  y  de  depdsitos  de  jietroleo  y  bora- 
tos,  se  pueden  establecer  talleres  para  el  benelicio  de  los  niinerales,  la 
exportacii'in  de  los  cuales  ocasiona  grandes  gastos.  Del  1”  de  Julio 
de  1898  al  .80  dejunio  de  1899  se  exportaron  de  Cerrode  Pasco  y  Yauli 
17,0(K)  toneladas  de  ininerales  y  mates,  los  cuales  contenian  ]»or  lo  menos 
5,100  toneladas  de  cobre.  Se  calcula  (jue  el  dep('»sito  de  Cerro  de  Pas(!0 
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coiitiene  15,000,000  toneladas  de  mineral,  las  cnales,  si  se  adopta  el 
termino  medio  de  20  por  ciento,  representan  3,000,000  toneladas  de 
cobre.  En  cuanto  d  las  minas  de  oro,  no  bay  parte  del  Peril  donde  no 
existan  deixisitos  de  este  metal. 

Si  a  las  condiciones  atnis  mencionadas  se  agrejja  la  facilidad  con  que 
pueden  obtenerse  minas  en  el  Peru,  la  amplialibei  tad  de  que  se  gozaen 
la  explotacibn  de  las  mismas,  lo  saludable  del  clima,  las  venta.jas  que 
to<las  las  regioiies  miuerales  otVecen,  pues  bay  numerosas  cascadas  que 
prodiicen  liierza  inotriz,  la  abiindancia  de  combustible,  de  trabajadores, 
etc.,  asi  como  la  buena  disiiosicibn  de  los  ]>eruanos  bacia  los  extranje- 
ros,  no  bay  raztin  para  que  nadie  tema  ir  a  establecerse  en  aquellus 
distritos  mineros,  debiendo  todos  estar  seguros  de  que  con  capital  y 
experieiuda  obtendrsiu  magnificos  resultados. 

A1  concluir  su  discurso,  el  Senor  Lobedo  manifesto  que  lo  qne  babia 
dicbo  respecto  a  los  miuerales  podria  aplicarse  a  otros  productos,  tales 
conio  azucar,  algoilbn,  lana,  cafe,  cueros,  etc.,  que  tambicn  constituyen 
nno  de  los  inedios  mas  sencillos  para  dar  incremento  al  couiercio  entre 
el  Peru  y  los  Estados  Tuidos,  y  agreg*')  que  se  uecesitan  adeinas  comu- 
iiicsiciones  riipidas  y  econbinicas,  imr  medio  de  b'neas  de  vapores,  para 
lo  cnal  es  de  la  mayor  inqiortaucia  que  se  coustruya  pronto  el  canal 
intertM^eanico. 


COMERCIO  Y  AGRICULTURA. 

El  Senor  Jobge  Basadrf,,  en  el  discurso  que,  como  Delegado  del 
Peril,  proiiiincid  ante  el  Congreso  Coinercial  Internacional  de  Eiladelba, 
el  28  de  octubre  proximo  pasado,  dijo  cosas  muy  interesaiites  acerca  de 
asnntqs  agricolas  eii  su  pais.  El  Peru  ba  sido  mirado  siempre  como 
un  pais  esencialmente  ininero,  pero,  segnn  el  Senor  Hasadue,  la  costa 
priMlnce  azucar,  algodbn,  arroz  y  otros  articulos,  que  constituyen  m:is 
del  25  por  ciento  de  la  exjiortacidu  general.  El  algodi'm  es  oriiindo  del 
suelo,  y  algunas  de  las  clases  son  pagadas  s!  jirecios  iniiy  altos.  La 
]>lanta  rinde  dos  cosecbas  anualinente  y  vive  como  treinta  anos.  Caila 
acre  de  ticrra  produce  como  320  libras  de  algodbn  liinpio  y  520  libras 
dc  seinillas.  Ademas  del  algmlbn  bianco,  bay  el  gris,  el  amarillo,  el 
rqjo  y  el  color  de  violeta,  que  son  muy  ajireciados.  La  cana  de  azi'icar 
es  el  principal  cultivo  de  la  costa,  y  se  ban  invertido  en  esta  indnstria 
veinte  niillonesde  jiesos,  los  cuales  priMlucen  un  intercs  de  8  jHir  ciento 
al  a  MO. 

Adeinas  de  los  productos  agricolas,  existen  en  la  costa  grandes  depi)- 
sitos  de  petrbleo  que  cubren  un  area  de  10,000  millas  cuadradas.  Solo 
50,(M»0  acres  de  estas  tierras  ban  sido  apropriados,  y  son  muy  pocas  las 
pertenencias  que  estan  en  explotacii'm.  El  petndeo  se  encneiitra  (i 
iiiia  ])rofundidad  de  200  si  4(M>  ])ies,  y  los  jmzos  producen  de  30  si  400 
barriles  por  dia.  Menos  del  1  jMir  ciento  do  la  superficie  cultivable  de 
la  costa  estsi  boy  bsijo  cultivo.  Antes  de  que  los  espanoles  llegaran  al 
pais  babia  graudes  porciones  de  tierra  regadas  por  medio  de  canales 
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bien  coiistruidos.  Como  eu  la  costa  las  llnvias  son  muy  raras,  la  agri- 
cultura  tiene  que  depeiider  exchisivamente  del  riego.  La  verdad  es  (jne 
en  la  parte  meridional  de  la  costa  no  llueve  nunca,  y  que  en  el  iiorte 
solamente  se  ven  fuertes  llnvias  cada  siete  d  diez  afios,  las  cnales,  ca- 
yeudo  en  un  suelo  extraordiiiarianiente  fertil,  prodncen  por  algunos  anos 
magnificas  cosechas.  K1  comercio  del  Peru  con  los  E.stados  Uiiidos. 
annque  tod  avia  os  i)equeno,  aumenta  rdpidamente,  y  representa  como 
una  dccinia  ])artedel  con)ei  cio  general  del  pais.  En  1898  8eex|)ortaron 
para  estc  pais  10;>,718  toneladas  nu'-tricas  de  aziicar,  6,7Li  toneladas  de 
algoddn,  y  4,295  toneladas  de  arroz. 

EXFLOTACibN  DE  PETR6LE0. 

Se  asegura  que  los  dep<'»sito8  de  petndeo  del  Peru  prometen  mas 
que  cuantos  ban  sido  explotados  ultimamente  en  el  bemisferio  occi¬ 
dental.  Sin  embargo,  debido  a  la  falta  de  capital,  la  explotsuiion  se  ba 
retardado  y  la  produccidn  no  es  todavia  suticiente  para  el  consiimo 
nacional. 

Un  explorador  que  fuc  de  los  Estados  Uiiidos  y  que  abora  se  ocupa 
en  abrir  pozos  de  petrdleo  en  a<|uella  Kepiiblicia,  escribe  si  un  corre- 
simnsal  suyo  eu  West  Virginia,  (jne  dicbos  deixisitos  son  muy  lucra- 
tivos,  i>cr<»  que  se  encuentran  si  uiia  inmensa  ]U'ofundidsid.  Con  todo, 
si  se  emplea  maquinaria  adecuada,  bss  referidos  dep<)sitos  pueden  con- 
vertirse  en  factores  importantcs  en  el  comercio  de  ])etrdleo.  Lo.s 
operarios  experiinentados  de  los  Estados  Uiiidos  reciben  muy  buenos 
sueldos,  pero  d  los  del  pais  se  les  paga  relativamente  muy  poco. 

LAS  MINAS  T  EL  FERROCARRIL  DE  CERRO  DE  PASCO. 

El  iuteres  que  se  ba  desjiertado  en  la  construcciiin  del  ferrocarril  de 
Oroyo  y  Cerro  de  Pasco,  para  el  cual  el  Gobierno  pernauo  ba  solicitsido 
propuestas,  da  mucba  imiiortsincia  si  las  ct'debres  minus  de  Cerro  de 
Psisco,  porque  el  objeto  principal  de  la  via  f-rrea  en  referencia  es  llevar 
k  la  costa  el  producto  de  dicbas  minus,  de  manera  que  pueda  enviiirsele 
en  mayores  cantidades  que  antes  si  los  mercados  del  mundo. 

Estas  minas  estdn  sitnadas  k  14,5(Mi  pies  sobre  el  nivel  del  mar,  cerca 
de  la  ciudsid  del  mismo  nombre,  y  como  si  89  millas  de  Oroyo,  que  es  el 
termiuo  actual  del  terrocsirril.  La  poblacidn  del  distrito  se  dediiA 
euteramente  si  la  exiilotacidn  de  minas,  y  es  de  10,0(Ki  si  12,(KK»  bsibi- 
tantes.  Kara  vez  pasa  de  esta  ultima  cifra,  iiero  aun  asi  el  becbo  es 
notable,  si  se  considers!  la  situacidn  del  lugar.  A  esta  siltura  el  cliiusi 
es  algo  frio,  pero  saludable.  La  estacddn  menos  agradable  es  la  Iluviosa, 
que  se  extiende  de  uoviembre  d  abril.  La  formacisin  miuersil  es  algo 
andmala  y  dificil  de  ser  descrita  geobigicainente.  Se  emmentran  en 
gran  abundancia  la  plata  y  el  cobre,  y  tsimbien  oro  y  carbon  de  pieilra. 
Hierro,  idombagina,  cobalto  y  otros  niinerales  existen  tarabicn,  pero  no 
ban  sido  explotados  todavia.  Ilastsi  en  el  afio  corriente  no  se  babia 
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crei'do  que  valia  la  i^eiia  de  ex])lotar  las  niinas  de  cobre  ])ara  la  ex])orta- 
cioD,  y  los  ensayos  (jue  .se  bao  heclio  ban  sido  inuy  satisfactorios.  Se 
oree  qne  la  produccion  continaani  de  la  inisma  mauera,  porque  dicbo 
metal  ba  da<lo  mejores  resultados  qne  la  plata.  Esta  ultima,  sin 
embar"o,  es  el  objeto  principal  de  explotacibn,  aunque  los  rat-todos 
emi)leados  son  de  caracter  iiriinitivo,  debido  a  la  dibcultad  de  establecer 
nipida  y  facil  eomanieacibn  con  el  litoral. 

Enel  anode  1030  un  indio,  al  remover  aljuinas  piedras,  descubrio 
que  estaban  cubiertas  de  bilos  de  color  brillante  (pie  pan'cian  formar 
parte  de  las  inisinas.  tin  ininero  de  iin  aldea  vecina  reconocio  que  lo 
qne  dicbas  piedras  tenian  era  plata,  y  desdo  luego  se  puso  a  busear 
miis.  Los  resultados  fueron  tan  satisfactorios,  (pie  antes  de  los  fines  del 
afio  no  solamente  babia  uu  miniero  considerable  de  minas  que  producian 
el  precio.so  metal,  sino  que  se  fuiubi  la  poblaciiin  de  Cerro  de  Pasco, 
compuesta  de  niineros  y  sus  faniilias.  Durante  209  anos  estas  faniosas 
minas  ban  sido  explotadas  yban  prodiundo  por  tcrmino  medio  1,<!00,(KK) 
onzas  de  plata  pnra  ciula  ano.  La  cantidad  de  minerales  contenien- 
do  plata  que  se  ba  sacado  de  estas  minas  se  calcula  en  3(f,000,(H)0 
toneladas.  Durante  el  largo  jieriodo  citado  la  condnccidn  del  mineral 
A  las  fundiciones  se  ba  iiecbo  por  medio  de  actbuilas,  y  la  distaneia  qne 
bay  (pie  travesar  es  de  3  si  (>  inillas.  Los  procedi luientos  iisados  para 
explotar  las  minas  y  beneticiar  los  minerales  son  los  inismos  que  se 
usaban  en  10.30. 

En  1H14  el  Csipitsiii  Richard  Treverick  intro(luj()  de  Cornwall, 
IiigbiteiTa,  si  ('erro  de  Pasco,  con  grandes  gastos,  un  niimero  consi¬ 
derable  de  msupiinas  de  vaiKsr  de  alta  presis'm,  para  el  efecfo  de  cxtracr 
agua  y/le  elevar  pe.sos,  e  bizo  venir  tambisMi  ingenieros  y  mecsinicos 
]sara  que  instalaran  y  manejaran  dicba  niaipiiiiaria.  Aunque  las 
msiqninas  dieron  resultados  satisfactorios,  la  dificultad  de  mantenerlas 
en  buen  estado  y  de  reparsirlas  oblig('>  si  los  propietarios  si  volver  si  los 
procedimientos  primitivos.  En  1870  se  celebni  un  contrato  con  los 
Sefiores  Wyman  y  Harrison  para  la  instalacion  de  msupiinaria 
moderna  en  las  minas  de  Cerro  de  Pasco.  Esta  maquinarisi  fut*  enviada 
de  Cornwall  en  noviembre  del  niismo  ano,  jiero  antes  de  (pie  se  pudiera 
bacer  uso  de  ella,  los  confratistas  (luebraron  y  no  se  obtiivo  resultado 
algnno.  Eiiialmente,  en  1877,  se  bizo  un  contrato  con  Mr.  Henry 
Meigos,  el  c(*lebre  ingeniero  do  los  Estados  Hnidos,  jior  el  coal  se 
comi)rometi()  si  construir  un  ferrocarril  si  Cerro  de  Pasco  y  sidemsis  uii 
tiinel  de  drensije  debajo  de  las  minas. 

Se  did  principio  si  la  construcci(in  de  este  tiinel,  pero  cuando  se 
babian  becboeomo  100  pies,  Mr.  Meiggs  niuriii,  y  nada  prsictico  se  pudo 
llevar  A  efecto  en  lo  tocante  al  ferrocarril.  Desde  asiuella  (*p(K*a  se  ba 
tratado  de  revivir  el  proyecto.mucbas  veces,  i>ero  no  ba  sido  sino  en 
este  ano  que  se  ban  tornado  medidas  positivas  en  ese  .sentido.  El  <3  de 
mayo  de  este  ano,  el  (lobierno  pemano  soliciUi  propuestas  para  la 
constmcciun  del  ferrocarril  entre  Oroyo  y  Cerro  de  Pasco,  y  la  de 
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Mr.  Ji.  Thorndyke,  ingeniero  ingl«*s,  fu<‘  fvceptada  (vrase  el  BoLF.TfN 
Mensual  del  ines  de  agosto).  El  1"  de  agoato  del  afio  on  curso,  'Mr. 
Thorndike  iuforind  al  publico  (jue  estaba  ocupado  eii  perfeccionar 
loa  pianos,  periiles,  etc.,  del  ferrocarril,  aai  como  en  obtener  otros  docu- 
mentos  fpio  le  permitirian  contar  con  la  cooi)era<*idu  de  capitalistaa. 


ESTADOS  rXTDOS. 

COMERCTO  CON  LA  AMERICA  LATINA. 
relacion  de  las  IMPORTACIONES  Y  EXPORTACIONES. 

En  la  pagina  6(5.‘)  aparece  la  ultima  rela<!i(>n  del  coinercio  entre  loa  E.ata- 
dos  Unnlos  y  la  America  latiua,  tomada  de  la  compilaci('m  lieclia  p<tr  la 
Oticina  de  Estadiatica  del  Miui.sterio  de  Hacienda  de  loa  Eatadoa  Unidos. 
Estos  <lato.s  se  retieren  al  valor  del  coinercio  arriba  meucionado.  La 
estadiatica  correaponde  al  mes  de  setiembre  de  1809,  comparada  con  la 
del  mes  correspondiente  del  afio  antertor,  y  tambien  comprende  los 
datos  referentes  a  lus  nueve  meses  (jne  terminaron  en  setiembre  de 
1809,  comparados  con  ignal  i»eriodo  de  1808.  Debe  explicarse  que  las 
eatadisticas  de  las  importaciones  y  exportaciones  de  las  diveraas 
aduanaa  referentes  a  un  mes  cuabiuiera  no  ae  recibeu  en  el  Ministerio 
de  Hacienda  liasta  el  20  del  pfiiximo  mes,  necesitandose  algun  tiempo 
l>ara  an  conqulaeidn  «'■  impresidn,  de  auerte  que  los  datos  estadisticoa 
corresiKindientea  al  mes  de  setiembre,  imr  ejemplo,  no  se  publican  aino 
en  uoviembre. 

VAPORES  PARA  EL  TRAFICO  SUDAMERICANO. 

Como  una  adicidn  a  la  tiota  de  W.  li.  Grace  &  Co.,  (pie  se  ociqia 
en  el  tratico  de  la  costa  occidental  de  la  .Vm('*rica  del  Sur,  el  vai>or  de 
acero  Cuzco,  de  7,000  toneladas,  fui*  botado  al  agua  ultimamente  en 
Yorker,  cerca  de  Glasgow,  en  el  Clyde.  Las  dimensiones  de  dicho 
bareo  son  las  aiguiei.tes:  eslora  375  pies;  manga  50  pies;  jmntal  28 
pies  8  pulgadas;  inirte  bruto  4,350  toneladas;  porte  neto  2,720  t<»ne- 
ladas.  El  vapor  tiene  maquinas  de  triple  expansii'm  y  de  tiro  forzado. 
Se  estii  construyendo  en  el  Tyne  un  bareo  ignal,  (pie  sera  eouocido  con 
el  noinbre  de  Cumbal,  y  que  se  eapera  estani  terminado  cosa  del  pri- 
mero  del  afio  de  lOoO.  La  carga  que  va  de  los  Estados  Unidos  a  las 
costas  de  la  AnuTica  Central  y  del  Sur  es  aidualmente  muy  conside¬ 
rable,  y  la  Compauia  esta  ansiosa  de  que  lleguen  eatos  nuevos  vajiores 
k  fin  de  agregarlos  Ji  la  tiota  de  la  Merchants*  Line. 

CONGRESO  COMERCIAL  INTERNACIONAL. 

Entre  las  resoluciones  adojitadas  por  el  Congrt*so  Comereial  Inter- 
nacional  de  Filadidtia,  se  emauMitran  las  siguientea: 

1“.  Considerando  (pie  se  ha  demostnwlo  en  varies  paises  extraujeros 
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qne  ol  sistenia  de  ptiqiietos  jxjstales  lia  i)r(Klut*ido  incalculables  bene- 
licios;  y 

Considerando  que  el  sisteina  de  i)aquetes  postales  es  el  medio  mas 
directo  y  eficaz  que  es  iM)sible  estableceren  todos  los  paises  del  mundo 
para  la  introduccidn  de  muestras  conierciales;  y 
Considerando  que  el  Coiigieso  Cofnercial  Internacional  tiene  i*or 
objeto  principal  liacer  indicaciones  sobre  aquellos  asuntos  que  tiendan 
ii  fonientar  el  desarrollo  de  los  iiitereses  eoininerciales  de  los  Kstados 
llnidos  y  otros  paises; 

8e  reHuehe:  (^ue  el  Congreso  Coinercial  Internacional  recomienda 
que  se  suplitpie  al  Congreso  de  los  Estados  Unidos  y  a  bnlos  los  gobier- 
nos  (pie  aim  no  liayan  establecido  dicho  sistema  de  pacpietes  jmstales, 
que  lo  establezcan. 

2“.  8e  renuelte:  (^ue  es  de  desear  (pie,  en  cuanto  sea  practicable,  se 
establezca  uniforinidad  en  el  sisteina  de  hacer  las  estadisticas  comer- 
ciales  de  todos  los  paises  a  fin  de  iKxler  coinpararlas  con  exactitud ;  y  que 
este  Congreso  liaga  llegar  esta  resolucii'ui  si  nianos  del  Gobierno  de  los 
Estados  Unidos,  con  el  objeto  de  (jue  se  adojiten  siquellas  tnedidas  que 
se  juzguen  oportunas  jiara  el  establecimiimto  de  diclia  uniforinidad  en 
las  estadisticas,  despues  de  baber  consultsulo  el  iniiito  con  los  gobiernos 
extrsinjeros. 

.‘1®.  8e  renuelre:  Que  el  Congreso  Coniercial  Internsudonal  suplica  al 
Gobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos  y  si  los  de  otras  naciones  que  toineii 
en  consideracicin  (*1  asunto  del  establecimiento  por  las  naciones  comer- 
ciales  del  niundo,  de  una  Oficina  Internsicional  <pie  se  encargue  de  reco- 
ger  y  piiblicar  los  infornies  agricolas  ([ue  dielias  naciones  suniinistren 
resjiecto  de  sus  cereales,  si  fin  de  (pie  obtengan  la  nisis  rsipida  y  extensa 
circulacidn  internacional. 

4".  Despu('‘S  de  referirse  si  la  imimrtancia  del  Museo  Coinercial  de 
Eiladelfia,  considerado  conio  institucii'ui  oficial  y  nacional,  lair  virtud 
de  su  organizaci(in  y  el  ajioyo  que  lia  recibido  del  Gobierno  de  los 
Estsidos  Unidos,  del  E.stadode  Pensilvnniay  de  laciudad  de  Filsulelfia, 
y  coino  institiiciiin  internacional  jior  su  represen taci()n  y  csirsicter  coni- 
ercisil,  su  influencia,  etc.,  se  resolviii:  “Que  en  el  sentirdel  (’ongresola 
recipr(x;i(lsid  en  las  relaciones  de  coniercio  del  mundo  se  ensancliaria 
y  facilitsiria  grandeniente  creando  en  cada  ]»ais  una  Oficina  Interna- 
cioind  de  InformsHUones  Conierciales,  queobedeciera  si  iin  plan  unilorme 
de  orgsinizaci(in  y  de  operaciones,  semejante  alinicisido  por  el  Museo  de 
Eiladelfia,  (i  tal  ciial  se  estipule  iMir  convenio  mutuo;  que  dicbas  oficinas 
establezcan  el  intercsunbio  de  toda  cla.se  de  datos  v  infornies,  conser- 
vando  jior  todos  los  niedios  sus  relaciones  de  recipr(x;idad;  que  empren- 
dsin  el  estudio  de  asuntos  conierciales  de  carsicter  nacional  <*  interna¬ 
cional,  actuando  todas  de  comiin  acuerdo  como  Junta  de  Comercio 
Internacional.” 

“>  ®.  Considerando  que  las  ventajas  ecoinimicas  que  babria  de  reportar 
un  canal  interiK-esinico  son  de  supreina  iniportancia  para  el  comercio 
del  niundo,  desde  el  punto  de  vista  industrial  y  ecoiuimico; 
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Coiisiilerando  que  la  iitilidad  y  el  costo  de  su  estahleciiniento  ban 
sido  materia  de  estudio  por  nmehos  afios  y  no  »e  cree  <iue  existan  dudaa 
razonables  a(!erca  de  la  practicabilidad  d  conveniencia  de  la  empresa, 
sea  cual  fuere  su  costo ; 

Seresuelve:  Que  el  Oongreso  Oomercial  Internacional  da  su  cordial 
apoyo  a  la  coiistruccidn  de  un  canal  interoceaniex>  en  el  Ilemisferio 
Occidental,  y  la  recomienda  con  instaucia  para  ser  efectuada  a  la 
primera  oi>ortunidad. 

TTRUGUAY. 

COMBRCIO  E  INDUSTRIAS. 

El  Sefior  Don  Prudencio  de  'MUR(iUiONDo,  (’dnsul  General  de  la 
Pepublica  Oriental  del  Uruguay  y  Delegado  «lc  su  pais  ante  el  Con- 
greso  Comercial  Internacional  de  Filadelfia,  pronuiici('>,  en  la  sesidn  del 
dia  30  del  ines  proximo  ])asado,  un  discurso  muy  interesante,  del  cual 
se  extracta  lo  siguiente: 

“El  valor  de  las  importaciones  del  Uruguay  en  los  Estados  Unidos 
durante  los  seis  ultimos  meses  de  1808,  fue  de  $;>03,641.73,  y  en  los  ])ri- 
meros  seis  meses  de  1800  ascendid  a  $1,108,585.28,  lo  cual  es  un  aumento 
de  $004,040.55.  En  esta  importacidn  no  figura  una  sola  i)a<!a  de  lana. 
Entre  los  articulos  que  se  importau,  ocupan  un  lugar  muy  importante  los 
cueros  y  el  tasajo.  Tanibien  ban  aumentado  las  exportacioiies  de  los 
Estados  Unidos  al  Uruguay,  pues  en  1898  fueron  de  $1,346,810.15,  con¬ 
tra  $1,113,565.07  en  1807,  lo  cual  muestra  un  aumento  de  $233,251.08. 
Desde  el  1®  de  enero  basta  el  30  de  junio  de  este  afio  di(;ba8  eximrta- 
ciones  ban  ascendido  .4  $028,202.42,  y  los  ultimos  seis  meses  de  1809 
mostraritn  un  aumento  sobre  1898. 

“  El  Senor  Murguiondo  hizo  una  comparacidn  entre  lo  que  se  imimrtd 
en  el  Uruguay  durante  oinco  anos,  de  1804 .4 1808,  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
y  de  los  otros  paises  del  mundo,  con  el  siguiente  resultado :  de  los  Estados 
Unidos,  $6,704,187.08;  de  los  otros  paises,  $112,217,812.92.  Al  bablar 
de  la  situacion  econdmica  de  su  pais,  el  Senor  Murguiondo  bizo 
presente  que  en  el  Uruguay  la  base  del  sistema  monetario  es  el  oro,  y 
que  la  Rei)ublica  paga  con  toda  regularida<l  los  intereses  de  su  deuda. 
Tambien  manifest)  que  el  tiiK)  de  su  moueda  es  mas  alto  que  el  de  cual- 
quiera  otra  en  el  mundo,  y  que  una  aguila  .americana  de  $20  vale  en 
moneda  uruguaya  $19.32.  Existen  en  el  Uruguay  numerosos  bancos 
con  fuertes  capitales.  El  Sefior  Murguiondo  bizo  referencia  4  las 
grandes  riquezas  minerales  de  su  pais  y  menciond  una  mina  que  est<4 
abora  en  explotacidn  y  que  pertenece  a  capitalistas  frauceses,  la  cual 
promete  jiroducir  tanto  oro  como  produjeron  las  mejores  minas  de 
California. 
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“En  opinion  del  Sefior  Consul  General,  lo  que  principalmente  se 
necesita  para  aumentar  el  tnilieo  entre  los  Estados  Unidos  y  el  Uru- 
{;uay  es  el  estableciniieuto  de  bueuas  liueas  de  vaiiores.  iguales  &  los 
del  Houston  Liue  y  anu  niayores.  Los  trabajos  en  el  puerto  de  Monte¬ 
video  van  a  costar  eosa  de  oro,  y  harau  de  aiiuella  herinosa 

ciudad  uno  de  los  priuieros  puertos  de  America.  Los  pianos  para 
dicbos  trabajos  estsui  enterameute  listos.  Antes  de  terminar  su  dis- 
cnrso  el  Sefior  MuRifUlONDO  llamo  la  atencion  a  un  asunto  de  interes 
general,  el  saueamiento  de  los  puertos  de  la  America  Centi-al  y  del  Sur 
y  de  las  Antillas,  4  bu  de  evitar  que  vuelva  a  aparecer  en  ellos  la  bebre 
amarilla.  Dijo  que  practicainente  esto  se  babia  becho  ya  en  Cuba,  que 
fue  por  largos  anos  la  cuua  de  dicba  epidemia  en  las  Antillas.  A  este 
respecto  menciono  un  iniportaute  trabajo  del  Cirnjnano  en  Jefe  W. 
Wyman,  que  trata  exteusamente  sobre  la  meuciouada  eufermedad, 
y  en  r|ne  bace  valiosas  indicaciones  sobre  la  manera  de  destruir  los 
g»'-rmenes  de  la  misma.” 

El  discurso  del  Sefior  Mukguiondo  fue  escucbado  con  mucba 
atencion. 


VENEZUELA. 

LiMITES  CON  LA  OUATANA  INOLESA. 

La  Hnea  limitrofe  entre  Yene/nla  y  la  Guayana  Britdnica,  segun 
aparece  en  las  minutas  del  Tribunal  de  Arbitramento  entre  los  gobier- 
iios  de  S.  M.  B.  y  los  Estados  Unidos  de  Venezuela,  es  como  sigiie: 

“  Partiendo  de  la  costa,  en  Puuta  Playa,  la  frontera  seguira  eu  linea 
recta  basta  la  conbuencia  del  Barima  y  el  Mururuina;  de  aiiui  signiendo 
el  cauce  de  este  ultimo  basta  su  cabei*era,  y  de  este  punto  basta  la  con¬ 
buencia  del  Ilaiowa  yel  Amacuro;  de  aqui  seguira  el  cauce  de  este 
basta  sus  cabcceras  en  las  montafias  de  Imataca;  de  aqui  seguira  en 
direccion  sudoeste  por  la  cumbre  mas  alta  del  ranial  de  las  montafias  de 
Imataca,  frente  a  las  cabeceras  del  Barima,  de  donde  seguira  la  cima 
de  la  sierra  principal  en  direccion  sudeste  de  las  montafias  de  Imataca 
basta  las  fuentas  del  Acarabisi,  siguiendo  este  basta  el  Cuynni,  cuya 
ribera  setentrional  ha  de  seguir  en  direccion  occidental  basta  llegar  4 
la  conbuencia  del  Wenaniu,  cuyo  cauce  seguir4  basta  el  extremo  occi¬ 
dental  de  sus  cabeceras,  de  donde  partinir  en  linea  recta  basta  la  cum¬ 
bre  del  Monte  Koraima,  y  de  aqui  ii  las  cabeceras  del  Cotinga,  cuyo 
cauce  seguira  basta  su  conbuencia  con  el  Takutu.  Siguiendo  el  cauce 
de  este  idtimo  basta  sus  cabeceras,  partirii  de  alii  en  linea  recta  al 
punto  mas  occidental  de  los  montes  Acarai,  cuya  sierra  ba  de  seguir 
basta  las  fueutes  del  Corentino,  llamado  tambicn  rio  Giitari.” 

La  discrepancia  que  existe  entre  esta  linea  divisoria  y  la  que  aparecid 
publicada  en  el  Buleti'n  Mensual  corresiKiudieute  al  mes  de  octubre. 
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se  debe  .4  que,  (roino  eiitonces  se  bizd  notar,  fin*  aqnella  la  version  trans- 
niitida  por  el  telejjrafo,  iiiientras  (pie  la  (jue  so  publica  hoy  es  de  fuente 
uticiul. 

FUENTE  S  DE  RIQUEZA  E  INDUSTRIAS. 

En  Consul  General  de  Venezuela  en  Nueva  York,  Don  Antonio  E. 
Delfino,  leyd  ante  el  Congreso  Comercial  Internaeional  de  Filadeltia, 
en  su  docima  tercera  sesibn,  uu  interesante  estiidio  acerea  de  la  ri(pieza 
del  pais  que  representa  y  las  industrias  (pie  alii  tioreeeu  al  presente. 

Despues  de  hacer  notar  la  posicibn  geogratica  y  la  extension  de  la 
Kepublica,  el  Senor  Delfino  liablb  de  las  grandes  riquezas  ininerales 
del  pais,  su  frondosa  vegetacibn,  plantas  inedicinales  y  textiles,  inaderas 
linas,  y  su  riipieza  agricola  y  ]>ecuaria.  Los  i»rincipales  i)roducto8  que 
exporta  Venezuela  sou  cate,  cacao,  cueros,  gauado  en  pie,  caucho, 
ast'alto,  cobre,  oro  y  inaderas,  que  alcazan  a  cerca  de  $L‘b,0(K),(HI0  al 
ano,  correspondiendo  al  cafe  coino  el  80  porciento  del  valor  total.  Las 
iinportacioues  que  liace  el  pais  no  llegau  a  esta  suina  sino  <pie  tluctiian 
segun  las  necesidades.  El  principal  inercado  ••on  que  coineicia  Vene¬ 
zuela  es  los  Estados  Unidos;  la  initad  de  las  exportaciones  de  caf<*  de 
Venezuela  viencn  d  los  Estados  LTnidos  y  la  otra  initad  va  a  Francia  y 
a  Aleinania.  Venezuela  exporta  gana<lo  para  las  Antillas,  pues  tiene 
facilidades  excepcionales  para  la  industria  pecuaria,  entre  otras  la 
liroxiniidad  de  ciertos  criaderos  ii  los  luejores  puertos  de  la  IJepublica,  lo 
que  facilita  el  einbarque.  La  proxiiuidad  de  Venezuela  a  los  Estados 
Unidos,  que  periuite  no  s«'do  el  einbanpie  de  ganado  en  pie  sino  el  de 
carnes,  dara  por  resultado  en  la  oi>ini<>n  del  Consul  el  estableciuiiento 
de  saladeros  para  le  exportacibn. 

A  causa  de  la  escasez  de  poblacibii,  la  agricultura,  la  mineria  y  otras 
industrias  naturales  no  se  ban  desarrollado  al  extreino  que  la  riqueza 
del  iiais  lo  permite.  Venezuela,  afiade,  podria  establecer  eii  grande 
escala  la  exportacibn  del  lienequcn  iiue  crece  silvestre  en  el  pais,  y  cuya 
fibra  habria  de  liallar  mercado  eu  los  Estados  Unidos  a  precios  buenos, 
y  teriuiua  invitando  la  iuversibn  de  cai)itales  eu  las  industrias  del  jiais. 

'  LA  INSTRUCCI6N  COMO  BASE  COMERCIAL. 

El  Sefior  Miguel  J.  Romero,  delegado  oticial  de  Venezuela  en  el  Con¬ 
greso  Comercial  Internaeional  de  Filadeltia,  leyb  las  siguieutes  palabras 
en  la  sesibn  Pan-Americana,  abogando  por  el  comercio  intelectual  conn* 
la  base  para  el  progreso  y  la  unibn  de  Ainc'-rica: 

“Al  grado  de  cultura  a  (pie  ha  llegado  la  civilizacibn  se  debe  el 
desarrollode  un  comercio  activt*  6  importante  en  el  mundo — el  Comercio 
Intelectual.  Sin  el  cambio  de  ideas  no  liulbera  podido  realizarse  el 
maravilloso  jirogreso  del  siglo.  Alentarlo,  pues,  extenderlo  mas  y  mas 
con  el  vinculo  sagrado  de  la  unibn,  es  deber  nuestro,  para  legarlo  a  las 
geueracioues  del  iwrveiiir  de  uu  modo  estable  y  perfecto. 


BUREAU  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


743 


“  I’ara  llevar  a  cabo,  senores,  la  obra  ^raiidiosa  del  desarrollo  mate¬ 
rial  yla  uuitm  amerieana,e8  iiecesario  estableeer  primero  la  baselunda- 
meiital.  Estudiando  iiuestras  costuinbres,  iiuestra  liistoria,  niiestra 
literatnra,  interesaiidonos  mas  los  liijos  de  este  contiiiente  imr  los  pue¬ 
blos  (pie  lo  tbi  maii,  visitaiidonos  y  reuiiieiidonos  coii  freeuencia,  llegare- 
mos  :i  coiioeeriios  bien  y  asi  podremos  apreciarnos  luejor.  La  base  de 
mu'stro  progreso  estriba,  pnes,  eu  el  eoinercio  intelectual. 

“No  es  tarea  difieil  laborar  eii  este  seiitido.  Mucho  se  ha  logrado  ya 
durante  estos  ultimos  anos.  Los  dilereutes  cougresos  comereiales, 
cieutilicos  y  literarios  celebrados  eu  Amiudca  deuiuestran  palpable- 
ineute  la  neeesidad  do  iiuestras  relacioiu's  iiitelectuales,  que  reolamau 
con  urgencia  el  esluerzo  y  apoyo  de  los  Americanos,  porque  de  ellas  se 
deriva  el  desarrollo  material  y  el  comercio  de  vi'veres  y  maipiinarias. 

“  Las  simpatias  iiitelectuales  traeu  cousigo  la  ventade  productos.  El 
comercio  de  libros,  pluma,  tiiita  y  papel,  se  liace  cada  dia  mas  uecesario. 
Exticiidasele  por  toda  Auii*rica  junto  con  la  ma([uina  de  escribir,  ese 
veliiculo  admirable  del  peiisamiento,  y  nuestro  progreso  y  union  sera  uu 
lieclio.  Ell  los  Estados  Unidos  del  Norte  he  apreiidido  por  la  observacii'ui 
y  el  estiidio  (jiie  la  I'elicidad  y  prosi>eridad  de  los  pueblos  es  el  resultado 
de  la  wliicacion  y  ciiltura  individual.  El  lento  progreso  material  del 
contineiito  americano  se  debe  al  lento  progreso  de  la  educacii'ui  indi¬ 
vidual.  Sill  esta,  sefiores,  se  liani  imposible  el  comercio  y  la  union. 
No  08  alarmeis  creyendo  que  me  pro])Oiigo  iiegar  la  civilizacibn  de 
Ani(*rica.  Ai  coiitrario,  le  rindo  un  culto  idolatra.  Se  iiiiiy  bieii  (jue 
este  contineiite  oiuipa  uii  puesto  distinguido  en  el  mundo  civilizado  y 
que  SI  cl  se  debe  eu  mucho  el  progreso  universal.  Pero  convendreis 
coDinigo  eii  <pie  el  sistema  de  ensefianza  y  la  educacii'm  ipie  predoniina 
en  America  reclama  uiia  mejora  para  la  formacii'm  en  mayor  escala 
de  iiidividuos  aptos  y  capaces  de  llevar  si  cabo  el  progreso  material  6 
intelectual  del  contineiite,  y  procurar  asi  la  union  y  prosperidad  de  sus 
pueblos.  No  nos  hagamos  ilusiones.  La  America  no  es  .solameiite  los 
Estados  Unidos  del  Norte  y  el  Caiiadsi,  el  Brazil  y  la  Argentina,  e.sos 
extremos  en  donde  la  civilizachiii  ha  extendido  mas  sus  redes.  Pensad 
por  un  momeiito  en  los  milloues  de  habitaiites  que  pueblaii  el  con- 
tiuente  y  no  seria  una  paradoja  el  decir:  La  America  estsi  aiiii  imr 
civilizar.  Aqiii  inisnio,  senores,  en  los  I'^stados  Unidos  existen  problemas 
de  civilizaciiin  (pie  estsin  aim  por  resolver.  l)etli(iuemos,  pues,  nuestros 
esliierzos  al  comercio  intelectual  y  si  la  educacion  individual  si  (juere- 
mos  lisicer  eatable  el  progreso  material. 

“Un  grail  psiso  en  este  sentido  ha  dado  Filadelfisi  creando  el 
Museo  Comercisil.  No  es  de  ahora  (lue^lo  he  reconocido  asi.  Al  insta- 
Isirse  escribi  si  periddicos  de  la  Am(*rica  latinsi  particip..ndoles  (pie  .se 
hsibia  fundado  el  institute  lusis  adecuado  para  extender  hi  civilizaci(>u 
lK)r  el  contineiite.  La  mishiii  del  Museo  Comercial  es  noble  y  graudiosa, 
considerada  intelectual  y  materialmente.  El  Museo  educa  e  instruye  si 
Isi  vez  (pie  aboga  por  la  explotacidn  de  las  fueutes  de  riqiiezas  del  con- 
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tinente.  Es  uua  escuela  para  las  industrias  y  sera  el  canal  de  corauni- 
cacioii  entre  los  dilereiites  paises  amerioanos,  pues  por  su  couducto 
llegareraos  ii  coiiocer  las  respectivas  producciones  fabriles  <5  intelectu- 
ales  de  America.  Figura  por  consiguieute  el  Museo  eii  el  ramo  del 
comercio  iiitelectual.  Aiinque  tt>davia  eii  la  infaucia,  empieza  ya  a  dar 
friitos  sazoiiables.  Muebo  le  falta  aun  por  hacer.  Su  plan  no  esta 
complete.  Necesita  extenderlo  y  moditicarlo  imis  de  modo  que  llegue  a 
ser  uua  instil  ucion  luacticamente  fecunda  eii  bienes  para  la  America. 

“Como  complemento  de  la  obra  del  Museo,  seria  eonveiiieiite  laorga 
nizaciiin  de  una  sociedad  compuesta  de  miembros  activos  y  permanentes 
en  todos  los  paises  amerieanos,  entusiastas  i>or  la  educacidii  iiitelectual, 
el  progreso  y  la  union  de  AnuTica,  que  se  oeupe  de  fundar  escuelas, 
museos,  bibliotecas,  periddicos,  puramente  amerieanos.  Es  decir, 
que  de  d  conocer  entre  los  Americanos  las  producciones  materiales  e 
inteleetuales  de  America,  su  historia,  su  geografia.  No  coutiemos  en 
que  esto  lo  aprende  el  nino  en  las  escuelas  piiblicas,  puesto  que  mas 
ateucidu  se  presta  en  ellas  a  lo  relacionado  con  pueblos  remotos,  con 
quienes  jamas  eomerciamos,  que  a  lo  referente  a  nuestros  veeinos. 
Dicha  sociedad  con  uu  caracter  estable  y  autorizado  se  oenparia  de  los 
asuntos  vitales  que  interesau  al  porvenir  y  bienestar  del  contineute. 
Estudiara  individualmente  cada  localidad,  buscando  soliudones  ade- 
cuadas  a  su  adelauto  y  civilizacidu,  Para  ello  se  reuuira  anualmente 
en  una  capital  distinta. 

“  La  organizacion  de  esta  sociedad  es  la  idea  que  me  iiermito  reco- 
mendar  a  mis  colegas  del  Congreso  Comercial,  deseando  que  al  sepa- 
raruos  de  los  Estados  Unidos  la  dejemos  fundada,  pues  ocasidn  imis 
oportuna  <iue  la  preseute  en  (jue  nos  encontramos  reunidos  un  niimero 
considerable  de  amerieanos  tal  vez  no  ocurra  muy  pronto. 

“Aliada  voluntaria  de  esta  sociedad  lo  seria,  sin  duda.  The  Cuban 
Educational  Association  of  the  United  States,  cuyo  noble  objeto  es 
procurar  la  educacion  de  la  juventud  cubana  y  portorriquefia  eii  insti¬ 
tutes  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  comprometiiMidose  los  jdvenes  quereciben 
este  beneflcio  a  regresar  a  la  tierra  natal  despues  de  terminados  sus 
estudios,  a  toiuar  parte  activa  en  su  desarrollo  y  jirogreso.  Esta  aso- 
ciacion  ha  colocailo  ya  varies  joveues  en  distiutos  colegios  de  agricul- 
tura  y  mecanica  de  este  pais. 

“El  Museo  Comercial  de  Filadelfla  y  The  Cuban  Educational  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  the  United  States  seran  la  piedra  fundamental  para  cons- 
trnir  el  gran  edificio  de  la  union  amerieana  basada  en  la  educacion 
individual.  Si  prestamos  atencidn  al  movimiento  iiitelectual  desarro- 
llado  en  el  contineute  en  las  ultimas  decadas  del  siglo,  nos  convencere- 
mos  que  de  los  colegios,  bibliotecas  y  museos  deiiendera  su  desarrollo 
agricola  y  comercial. 

“Porotra  parte,  nuestras  futuras  relaciones  de  amistad,  jMiliticay 
comercio  se  extenderan  i)or  condneto  de  las  simpatias  que  naz»-an  al 
calor  del  compaherismo  escolar.  Continiien  los  Jdvenes  de  Siir  y  Centro 
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America  estiuliando  en  los  colegios  del  Norte,  y  dentro  de  pocos  afios 
la  uiiidii  sera  solida  y  el  coniercio  estable.  Fomtbitese  la  idea  que  ha 
surgido  yaen  las  Uiiiver.sidades  de  Cornell  ydc  Lehigh,  fundandoentre 
los  estudiantes  y  profesores  clubs  latino-aiiiericano;  contimiense  las 
conferencias  ilustradas  s»)bre  la  historia,  el  coniercio,  la  agricultnra, 
etc.,  de  los  paises  latino-ainericanos  y  siga  ensenandose  el  castellauo 
en  las  escuelas,  colegios  y  uiiiversidades  de  los  Estados  Unidos  para 
que  se  logre  en  poco  tieinpo  el  aumeuto  de  iiuestras  relaciones  eoiner- 
ciales.  La  Uiiivei’sidad  de  Pennsylvania  acaba  de  dar  un  buen  ejem- 
plo  en  este  respecto,  segiin  he  leido  en  el  ‘Public  Ledger’  de  reciente 
fecha. 

“  Si,  senores,  America  necesita  conocer  y  estudiar  mejor  4  America. 
Yo  tengo  esperanzas  de  que  ‘el  Museo  Comercial  pueda  realizar  feliz- 
mente  esta  obra.  Ilaciendo  publico  testimonio  de  mi  entusiasmo  por 
esta  institucidn,  continuare  prestandolc  gustoso  mis  servieios  y  cola- 
boraeion.” 


ESTUDIO  DEL  DELTA  DEL  ORINOCO. 

El  buque  de  los  Estados  Unidos  Dolphin  salid  de  este  pais  el  5  de 
noviembre  al  mando  del  Comandante  Sunderland,  do  la  Marina  de 
los  Estados  Unidos,  y  despues  de  tocar  en  cl  puerto  de  La  Guaira, 
pasara  si  la  boca  grande  del  Orinoco,  ilonde  bars!  uu  estudio  complete 
de  la  barra. 


EL  CANAL  INTEEOOEANICO. 

En  la  sesidn  del  Congreso  Comercial  Internacional  del  dia  24  de 
octubre,  dedicada  al  canal  imr  el  istmo  americano  y  si  los  problemas 
consiguientes,  se  leyenm  varies  trabajos  iisteresantes  referentes  si  la 
via  interoeednica  i>or  Nicaragua  y  Panamsi. 

El  SefiorDou  Joaquin  IL  Calvo,  EnviadoExtraordinarioy  Ministro 
Plenipotenciario  de  Costa  Kica  y  Delegsido  oticial  al  expresado  Con¬ 
greso,  al  tomar  parte  en  la  sesisin,  slijo  lo  siguiente: 

“La  idea  de  unir  los  dos  grandes  oceanos  por  medio  do  un  csrnal  d 
traces  del  Istmo  americano,  surgid,  como  es  sabido,  desde  el  momento 
en  que  se  lleg<'»  al  convencimieuto  de  (pie  no  habia  el  paso  que  desde 
los  dias  de  Cohin  se  creia  que  existia  hacia  el  mar  del  Sur. 

“No  es  necesario  recomendar  los  nuh’itos  de  este  proyecto  des<le 
luego  que  el  jsor  si  mismo  los  expone  eon  la  sola  indicacidn  de  lo  (pie 
imisortaria  al  mundo  iina  corta  y  fsicil  via  entre  el  Atlsintieo,  que  es  el 
mar  de  Europa,  y  el  Psiciflco,  que  es  el  gran  oc(*ano  del  Asia,  de  Aus¬ 
tralia,  y  de  las  extensas  costas  oecidentales  del  Nuevo  Mundo. 

Bull.  No.  5 - li 
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“La  historia  del  proyecto,  eu  general,  es  bieii  conocida,  y  en  cuanto 
A  la  practicabilidad  de  la  obra  todos  sabemos  »|ue  ban  emitido  juicio 
favorable  emiiientes  autoridades  eu  la  materia. 

“No  voy,  piles,  a  tratar  de  ninguuo  de  estos  dos  juintos,  ni  creo 
tainpoco  iieeesario  ociipar  la  ateiieidn  de  este  honorable  Congreso, 
extendieiidome  en  la  consideracion  de  las  ventajas  ijiie  ofrece  al  co- 
mercio  del  mundo  entero  la  gran  enipresa  de  unir  los  dos  mares;  mi 
deseo  al  tomar  parte  en  esta  sesidn  se  limita  A  exponer,  auinpte  de 
modo  breve,  jiara  (pie  sea  mejor  conocida,  la  posicidn  de  Costa  Itica  y 
sii  intercs  direcdo  en  la  emiiresa  del  canal. 

“El  territorio  de  Costa  Kica  esta  comjirendido  entreel  de  Nicaragua 
y  el  de  I’anaimi,  las  dos  partes  del  Istmo  con  coyos  nombres  se  distiii- 
gnen  el  proyecto  francos  do  Canal  de  PanamA,  y  el  de  Canal  de  Nicara¬ 
gua,  qiie  ha  sido  siempre  el  jiroyecto  americauo.  Esta  posicidn  venta- 
josa  asegnra  para  el  indiistrioso  y  pacifico  i>ueblo  de  Costa  Pica  todos 
los  beneflcios  de  la  proximidad  como  el  vecino  mas  iumediato,  cual- 
quiera  quo  sea  de  aqiiellos  Ingares  el  que  flnalmente  la  via  atraviese. 
Pero  la  frontera  costarricense  no  llega  A  lalinea  del  Canal  de  PanamA, 
inientras  que  jiarala  via  por  Nicaragua  es  indispensable  una  parte  de 
nuestro  territorio.  Y  este  no  es  un  hecho  nuevo  d  que  recientes  estu- 
dios  establezcau,  sino  quo  es  bien  conocido  desde  los  dias  mismos  de 
Vasco  Nunez  de  Balboa.  El  ]»riiner  estudio  formal  sobreel  terreno 
no  se  llev'd  A  cabo,  sin  embargo,  sino  hasta  el  ano  de  1581,  cuando  en 
cumplimiento  de  instrucciones  suiieiiqres,  el  Capital!  Antonio  Pe¬ 
reira,  (iobernadorde  Costa  Rica,  oiganizo  una  expedicidn  y  exjdord  la 
via  i>or  el  Rio  de  San  .luan,  el  Lago  y  los  rios  (pie  desaguan  en  el 
Golfo  de  Nicoya,  ('osta  Rica.  Treinta  y  nueve  afios  despims,  Diego  de 
Mercado  sometid  al  Rey  Felipe  III  su  famoso  iuformo  de  enero  23  de 
1020,  indicando  la  via  jxir  el  rio  y  el  Lago,  y  de  alii  jior  el  territorio  de 
Costa  Rica,  sobre  la  (luebrada  d  barranca  honda,  A  la  Bahia  de  Sali¬ 
nas,  llamada  entonces  Puerto  del  Pajiagayo. 

“Ya  sea  ponpie  la  magnitud  de  la  empresa  fuera  en  aquel  tiemiw 
superior  a  las  necesidades  del  comercio,  d  como  sedecia,iiorque  Espana 
considerara  el  canal  contrario  A  sus  iutereses,  la  (‘poca  de  la  indeiien- 
dencia  llegd  sin  que  el  i»royecto  hubiera  estado  jamas  en  via  de 
ejecucidn. 

“Dcspues  de  la  independencia  el  Congreso  de  Centro  Amdrma.  en 
el  dial  estaban  representadas  Costa  Rica  y  Nicaragua,  como  Estados 
de  la  Federacidn  que  siuicdid  al  Gobierno  colonial,  emitid  el  10  de  juuio 
de  1825  un  decreto  disponiendo  la  construccidn  del  canal,  y  eu  aipiel 
mismo  afio  Don  Antonio  Josf:  Canas,  representante  diplomAtico  de 
Centro  America  en  WAshington,  se  dirigid  al  Secretario  de  Estado  de 
los  Estados  Unidos,  Mr.  Henry  Clay,  inforniAndole  de  aipiella  reso- 
lucidn  y  coniunicandole  que  ‘una  compania  formada  de  resiietables 
ciudadanos  americanos  estaba  lista  para  tomar  A  su  cargo  el  trabajo 
tan  pronto  como  un  tratado  aseguraudo  la  cooiieracidn  del  Gobierno  de 
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Washington  se  firmara;  que  estaba  listo  para  entrar  en  las  negocia- 
ciones  <le  est«  tratado,  y  qne  natla  podria  ser  mas  agradable  para  Cen-. 
tro  America  que  ver  al  generoso  pueblo  de  los  Esta^los  Unidos  unirse 

ella  en  la  idea  de  abrir  el  canal,  compartiendo  la  gloria  de  la  einpresa, 
y  gozando  de  las  graudes  ventajas  que  habrian  de  derivarse  de  la 
misma.’ 

“  El  (lobierno  de  Centro  Am<^rica  no  pndo  llevar  efecto  la  empresa, 
no  obstante  que,  entre  los  medios  que  procun')  i)ara  llegar  al  4xito 
deseado,  figura  el  arreglo  celebrado  con  el  Key  de  Holando  en  octubre 
de  1830;  mas,  si  fueron  fmstradas  las  esperanzas  puestas  en  la  empresa, 
ban  (juedado  consignadas  para  honra  de  Centro  America  las  declara- 
ciones  de  aquel  Congreso  que  constituyen,  como  la  coiicesion  misma  de 
canal,  uno  de  los  ducumentos  publicos  de  caracter  m^s  elevado  que 
hayan  sido  emitidos  por  nacidn  alguna  de  la  tierra. 

“  Disuelta  la  Federacion  de  Centro  America,  corresponde  si  Nicarsigua 
y  A  Costa  Rica  directsimente  este  importante  asunto,  y  determiusidos 
(pie  fueron  los  limites  entre  las  dos  Republicas,  iwr  el  tratado  de  15 
de  abril  de  1858,  de  igual  manera  que  los  puntos  que  se  refiereu  al 
canal,  los  dos  Gobiernos  otorgaron  conjuntainente  una  concesion,  el  1® 
de  mayo  de  aquel  mismo  ano,  si  Mr.  Felix  Belly,  distinguido  escritor 
frances  si  quien  el  Emperador  NapoleiIn  daba  su  aiMiyo  para  llevar 
adelante  la  empresa.  No  habii^ndose  esto  logrado,  los  dos  Gobiernos, 
en  jierfecto  acuerdo,  celebraron  el  contrato  designado  con  el  nombre  de 
Ayon-Chevalier,  lirmado  j)or  Nicaragua  el  18  de  octubre  de  1868  y  por 
Costa  Rica  el  18  de  julio  de  1869,  el  cual,  innecesario  es  decirlo,  tampoco 
did  res^tado  alguno. 

“Algunos  anos  despues  de  la  expiracidn  de  este  tiltimo  contrato, 
Nicaragua  promovid  discusidn  sobre  la  validez  del  tratado  y  sobre  la 
signiiicacidn  de  algunos  de  sus  estipnlaciones,  todo  lo  cual  Costa  Rica 
niantenia,  y  la  cuestis'm  fud  sometida  si  la  decisidn  del  Presidente 
de  los  Estados  Unidos,  Mr.  Cleveland,  quien  en  su  laudode22  de 
luarzo  de  1888,  aceptado  imr  ambsis  partes,  declard  vsllido  el  tratado 
y  obligatorio  para  ambas  Bepiiblicas,  d  interpretd  los  puntos  que  en 
coiicepto  de  Nicaragua  erau  dudosos.  De  conformidsid  con  lo  que 
expresan  ambos  documentos,  el  tratado  y  el  laudo,  aun  en  el  remoto 
evento  de  que  no  se  tocsiran  los  derechos  natnrales  de  Costa  Rica, 
Nicaragua  se  ha  obligado  A  no  hsicer  concesiones  para  objetos  de  canal 
al  travi'S  de  su  territorio  sin  pedir  primero  la  opinion  de  la  Republica 
de  Costa  Rica. 

“Tres  anos  antes,  y  cuando  aun  estaba  jiendiente  esta  cuestidn, 
Nicaragua  celebn')  el  tratado  conocido  con  el  nombre  de  Zavala-Freling- 
huysen,  flrmado  en  Wslshington  el  1®  de  diciembre  de  1884,  por  el  cual 
se  daba  el  derecho  de  propiedad  en  el  canal  A  los  Estadas  Unidos,  y 
Costa  Rica  se  adhirio  A  e.ste  tratado  con  fecha  23  de  febrero  de  1885; 
Iierolas  negociaciones  quedaron  sin  efecto,  imrque  habiendo  sido  negsida 
su  ratificaciou  en  el  iSenado,  aunque  habmndose  acordado  la  reconsi- 
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deracion  del  asunto,  el  Presidente  Cleveland,  al  inaugurar  su  primera 
administracioii,  retiro  del  Senado  aquel  docuinento. 

“Las  cosas  volvieron,  pues,  al  eata<lo  eii  que  se  niauteniao  anterior- 
mente,  y  Nicaragua  eu  abril  de  1887,  y  Costa  Rica  en  julio  de  1888 
otorgaron,  respectivemeiite,  las  concesiones  en  virtud  de  las  cuales  ha 
estado  pendiente  en  estos  iiltimos  afios  la  coustruccidn  de  la  via 
americana. 

“En  el  Congreso  de  los  Estados  IJnidos  se  viene  dando  esj>ecial 
ateucidii  a  esta  importante  materia  desde  el  afio  de  1892,  y  se  han 
creado  comisiones  encargadas  del  estudio  y  locacidn  de  la  ruta,  asi 
como  de  la  influencia  del  canal  en  sns  diferentes  aspectos.  Keciente- 
mente  la  investigacion  no  se  circunscribe  h  la  via  imr  Nicaragua  y 
Costa  Rica  solainente,  sino  qne  se  extiende  a  Panamd,  y  se  espera  que 
cuando  la  nneva  coinisidn  nonibrada  en  este  afio  presente  sns  con- 
clusiones,  el  Congreso  resol vera  si  se  construye  i)or  este  Gobierno  un 
canal,  y  en  este  caso  cnal  de  las  vias  se  adoptar«l. 

“Costa  Rica  realiza  la  gran  importancia  de  esta  obra,  la  mas  tras- 
cendental,  acaso,  qne  se  acometa  en  la  epoca  ])resente,  y  contribuye  a 
fomentarla  consnltando  sn  propio  interes  y  los  bienes  que  de  ella  ha  de 
derivar  el  progreso  general  del  mundo  y  en  especial  las  naciones  de 
este  continente.” 

Le  siguid  despud'S  en  el  nso  de  la  ])alabra  el  Dr.  Luis  Cueevo  MXr- 
QUEZ,  Encargado  de  Negocios  de  Colombia,  que  se  expresd  en  los 
tcrminos  signientes: 

“Discntir  la  necesidad  de  abrir  un  canal  interocefinico  que  coniple- 
mente  la  obra  del  gran  Balboa  es  inoficioso,  i>orqne  las  necesidades  del 
comercio  son  cada  dia  mfis  apremiantes  y  exijen  la  fusion  de  las  aguas 
del  Atlantico  con  las  del  Pacitico  en  el  seno  de  la  tierra  americana. 

“Tanto  la  parte  comercial  como  la  parte  t«'‘cnica  do  la  obra  han  sido 
estudiades  y  no  dejan  duda  sobre  la  conveniencia  y  practicabilida<l  de 
la  colosal  empresa. 

“  Cuanto  la  via  que  deba  escogerse,  juzgo  que  tamimco  puede  suscitar 
duda  alguna.  lia  obra  de  Panamfi  representa  una  suma  de  esfuerzo 
iutelectual  y  material  acumulados  en  muchas  dccadas  de  trabajo  her- 
ciileo  que  dificilmente  podra  igualarse  y  que  seria  un  crimen  de  Icsa 
civilizacidn  dejar  i)erder. 

“La  nacidn  colombiana,  corresjmndiendo  sus  gloriosas  tradiciones, 
no  se  ha  preocupado  sino  de  los  grandes  intereses  de  la  humauidad,  y 
al  dar  la  concesidn  para  la  apcrtura  del  canal  imr  su  territorio  solo 
puso  las  limitacioncs  que  exigian  la  soberania  e  integridad  de  su 
territorio  y  los  intereses  del  comercio  universal. 

“Colombia  tiene  actualmente  acreditado  en  Francia  un  Pleniimten- 
ciario  que  estudia  todas  las  negociacioues  referentes  al  Canal  de 
Panamfi,  y  de  cuyo  informe  dependera  en  mucho  la  decision  que  tome 
en  tan  delicado  asunto;  pero  pue«lo  asegurar  que  estfi  en  completa 
libertad  de  accidn  y  que  i>ara  nuestro  pais  le  es  indifereute  el  origeu 
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del  capital  que  acoineta  la  obra,  siempre  qiie  se  ^rai  ailtizen  los  compro- 
misos  internacionales  hoy  existentes. 

“El  gran  pueblo  auiericaiio,  cuya  divisa  ha  sido  el  respeto  para  todo 
derecho,  derivarst  de  la  realizacion  del  Canal  de  Panama  mayores  bene- 
licios  que  ninguna  de  las  otras  grandes  naciones  de  la  tierra,  y  la 
apertura  de  la  via  interiM:eanica  sera  un  uuevo  vinculo  <iue  una  al 
pueblo  coloinbiauo  con  la  gran  llepiiblica  <lel  Norte.’’ 

El  Dr.  J.  J.  Ulloa,  Consul  Cleneral  de  Costa  Rica  eu  Nueva  York, 
abogd  ardienteinente  por  la  apertura  del  canal  en  Nicaragua,  diciendo 
que  “el  canal  dividira  para  nnir  mas  tirmainente  las  dos  repitblicas  de 
Nicaragua  y  Costa  Rica,  al  mismo  tiemiK)  que  hani  couocidos  a  los 
Estados  Uuidos  eu  la  America  Central,  en  donde  liallaran  auebo  campo 
para  el  empleo  de  maquinaria  y  capital  ])ara  el  desarrollo  de  aquel  suelo 
priicticamente  virgen,  que  no  deinauda  siuo  el  golpe  de  azada  de 
empresas  bien  dirigidas  para  triplicar  en  ik>co  tiem{)o  el  valor  del 
diuero,  del  talento  y  de  los  esfuerzos  que  alii  se  aplicaren.” 

El  Ministro  de  los  Estados  Uuidos  en  Costa  Rica,  el  Honorable 
William  Lawrence  Merry,  complement')  los  argumeutos  en  favor 
del  canal  a  traves  de  Nicaragua,  retiricudose  a  la  economia  de  las  dis* 
tancias  navegables,  las  condiciones  fav'orables  de  salubridad,  el  abasto 
de  agua,  la  hicilidad  de  obteuer  materiales  de  construccion  y  comesti¬ 
bles,  la  facilidad  de  enriquecerse  y  su  posicidn  estratcgica. 

El  Seuor  H.  A.  Gudger,  Consul  de  los  Estados  Unidos  eu  Panama, 
y  el  Senor  .1.  W.  Humphreys,  delegado  de  la  Camara  de  Comercio  de 
Colombia,  leyeron  largos  trabajos,  jiresentando  los  beneficios  que 
.rei>ortaria  la  construccion  del  canal  i)or  Panama,  opiniones  en  cnales 
coucurrid  el  Col.  .1.  L.  Pearcy,  Consul  que  fue  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
en  Colombia. 


UNIFOR^riDAD  EN  LA  NOMENCLATURA  DE  LAS 
ESTADlSTICAS  C(  )MERCIALES. 

Una  de  las  materias  de  mayor  importancia  presentiulas  al  Congreso 
Comercial  Internacional  de  Filadelfia  fue  la  referente  6.  la  necesidad  de 
establecer  entre  todos  los  paises  una  cla.siticaci6n  uniforme  para  las 
estadisticas  comerciales.  Presentd  este  trabiyo  Mr.  Carroll  D. 
Wright,  Oomisionado  del  Trabajo  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  que  mani¬ 
fest)  que  los  obsticulos  principales  que  se  debian  veneer  eran  las  difl- 
cultades  presentadas  en  el  metodo  de  clasihear  las  diferentes  divisiones 
de  los  productos  que  forman  el  comercio  de  importacidn  y  exportacidn, 
el  metodo  de  avaluarlos  y  el  de  asentarlos  seguu  el  pais  del  origen  y  el 
de  su  destine,  en  vez  de  aquel  en  donde  se  efectuau  la  importacidn  y 
exportacidu. 


750 


BUREAU  OP  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


A  este  resi)ecto,  no  esta  (lenn'is  bacer  uotar  que  en  una  reunion  del 
Institute  Inteniacional  de  Estadisticas,  que  se  verified  el  4  de  setienibre 
en  Cristiain'a,  Noruega,  Mr.  A.  E.  Bateman,  de  la  Junta  de  Comercio 
Britanica,  se  ocuix)  del  misino  asunto,  opinando  que  para  bacer  tan 
util  y  completa  cuanto  fuese  posible  la  coiuparacidn  de  estadisticas 
comereiales  y  internaciouales,  debi'an  toinarse  en  consideracidu  de  una 
manera  mils  perfecta  los  distintos  sistenias  de  anotacidn  que  se  emplean 
en  diterentes  pai'ses.  Tainbien  llaind  la  ateucidn  d  los  diversos  modes 
de  proceder  en  los  eases  de  trasbordos  en  transito  y  los  mdtodos  de 
proceder  con  las  estadisticas  comereiales  de  los  “  puertos  fibres  ”  que 
ban  side  creados  con  el  objeto  expreso  de  fomentar  el  comercio. 

El  plan  propuesto  imr  el  Profesor  Carlo  Betocchi,  de  Napoles, 
Italia,  ante  el  Congreso  Coinercial,  para  el  establecimiento  de  una 
Oficina  Central  Interuacional  de  las  Cdmaras  de  Comercio,  fud  recibido 
con  grande  atencidn,  pues  sus  fines  tienden,  en  su  mayor  parte,  d  bacer 
desaparecer  los  obstaculos  d  que  bace  referenda  Mr.  Weight,  porque 
la  creaci(')n  de  una  oficina  central  para  la  distribucion  de  estadisticas 
comereiales  relativas  d  todos  los  paises  del  mundo,  las  cuales  ban  de 
ser  suiuinistradas  por  los  gobiernos  respectivos,  daria  por  resultado  la 
deseada  uniforinidad  en  la  nomenclatura  y  clasificacion  de  los  productos. 

El  estildio  leido  ante  el  Congreso  por  Mr.  H.  Llewellyn  Smith, 
representante  del  Gobierno  britanico,  trataba  de  la  inisma  materia  de 
que  se  ocupo  Mr.  Wright,  y  llamaba  la  atencidn  d  los  errores  prove- 
nientes  de  la  diferente  clasificacion  de  un  mismo  articulo  en  distintos 
paises,  d  la  divergencia  en  la  manera  de  proceder  en  lo  referente  d 
estadisticas  de  transito  y  de  trasbordo,  y  d  la  falta  de  uniformidad  con 
respecto  al  i)eriotlo  exacto  coinprendido  en  las  estadisticas  anuales, 
pues  algunos  paises  toman  el  ano  civil  y  otros  el  fiscal  como  base  del 
cdlculo. 


PRODUCCI6N  DE  ORO  Y  PLATA  EN  EL  MUNDO. 

El  inforine  oficial  relative  d  la  produccion  de  oro  y  plata  en  toilo  el 
mundo  durante  el  ano  civil  de  1898,  fud  publicado  el  26  de  octubre  del 
ano  corriente  por  la  Oficina  Directiva  de  las  Casas  de  Moneda  de  los 
Estados  Unidos,  y  contiene  dates  interesantes  acerca  de  la  produccion 
de  estos  metales  durante  los  ultimos  tres  afios. 

Se  calcula  (lue  la  produccion  de  oro  en  1898  fue  de  $287,428,600.  A 
la  civbeza  de  los  paises  productores  estd  la  Kepiiblica  Surafricana,  y  d 
continnacidn  vienen  Australia  y  los  Estados  Unidos,  con  cantidades 
casi  iguales.  En  seguida  estan  Busia,  el  Canada,  la  India,  Mexico  y 
China.  Los  oebo  paises  mencionados  produjeron  el  94  por  ciento  de 
toda  la  cantidad.  En  las  tablas  siguientes  se  verd  la  produccion  de 
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oro  y  plata  eii  los  paises  pan-aiiieiicauos  durante  los  ultinioti  tics  afios 
civiles: 

ORO. 


Paises. 

1896.  1 

1897.  1 

1898. 

Estailoa  UniUu.'* . . . | 

088. 000 
6.  .iOO,  UOO 
315.000 
250,300 
1.001, 100 
611,000 
2, 200, 100 

9.57, 363, 000 
7.  500,000 
137, 700 

$64.  463, 000 
8,500.000 
137, 700 

343,500 
1, 204. 200 

343,500 

1. 583, 700 
340, 700 
2, 263, 200 
'<9,500 
628,000 

340,000 
2. 227, 200 

132, 900 

132,900 

UU,6U0  1 
33,600 

628.  000 

38,500 

38.  500 

Venezuela . 

America  Ccutral . 

'  948.  .'810 

372, 300 

1,  a57, 40<t 
465.800 

1, 057, 400 
473,700 

PLATA. 


Estacloa  Unidos . 1 

Oma$.  1 

Onza$.  1 

Onzai. 

53,8:14,800  1 

53,860.000  i 

54, 438, 000 

Mexico . 1 

1  45,718,982 

53,90:1, 180 

56,738,000 

Areentina . 

Rfliivia . 

1  328, 170 

:i83,479 

383, 479 

1  6, 374.  240 

8,204,568 

8,204,568 

(,'olnnibia . . 

Ecuador . . . 

Peru . . . . . 

3,  236.  536 
3, 407. 004 

1  7, 734 

3,  847, 078 
808,676 

2,591,998 
5, 047, 328 
7. 731 
3, 278,  6412 
811, 892 

2,  .591. 998 
5,483,717 
7,734 
1,951.240 

1  716,008 

Para  tener  una  idea  del  enorme  aumento  que  ha  habido  eu  la 
produecidii  de  oro  durante  los  ultiinos  doce  ados,  basta  saber  que  eu 
1887  aiiuella  fue  solaineuto  de  !iil06,00(),(H)(i.  Eu  1892  ascendio  4 
$140,000,000,  que  hasta  eiitonces  habi'a  sido  la  luus  grande  eu  la  liistoria 
del  luuiido.  8e  calcula  que  la  protlucchui  del  precioso  metal  eu  1898 
fue  ocbo  veces  mayor  (lue  la  que  hubc  en  la  ejioca  eu  que  se  descubrio 
el  oro  eu  California.  Se  cousidera  que  el  cousumo  de  oro  en  artes  y 
mauufacturas  ascendio  eu  1898  a  $05,000,000,  ({uedando  $222,000,000 
para  ser  usailos  eu  forma  de  moueda. 


LA  COSECHA  DE  TRIGO  EN  EL  MUNDO  ENTERO. 

Segiiu  los  datos  sumiiiistrados  por  Mr.  Bkoomhall,  autoridad 
inglesa  eu  materia  de  estadistica,  la  cosecba  de  trigo  eu  el  mundo 
eutero  eu  el  auo  de  1899  sufrira  uua  diminucioii  general.  Esto  acou- 
tecera  uo  soiameute  con  relaciou  al  trigo,  siuo  respecto  de  casi  todas 
las  clases  de  cereales.  Segiiu  la  citada  autoridad,  la  cosecba  del  mundo 
eutero  asceudera  este  auo  2,490,000,000  bushels,  lo  cual  muestra  una 
dimiuucion  de  390,000,000  bushels,  comparada  con  la  del  auo  pasado,  y 
uu  aumeuto  de  226,000,000  bushels,  comparada  con  la  de  1897.  La 
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(liiniiiucit'tn  mas  notable  oenrre  en  Aineriea,  pues  es  de  IS.B  por  ciento,  6 
sea  uiia  diferencia  de  lG.S,(KK),OUd  hunheh.  La  dimimicion  en  Europa 
es  casi  igual,  pues  asciende  {\  1(5.‘},000,0<M>  bushels,  pero  la  proiwrcion 
es  apenas  alfjo  mas  del  10  por  eiento.  En  Asia  la  dimimicion  fue  de  11 
])or  ciento;  en  Africa  de  30  por  ciento,  y  en  Australia  de  10  jmr  ciento. 

La  cantidad  de  tri|;o,  almaitenado  d  no,  ipie  lia  qnedado  de  la  {?ran 
coseclia  del  afio  jiasado,  se  considera  mayor  ipie  la  qiie  se  ba  tenido  en 
reserva  en  los  ultimos  afios,  y  diclia  cantidad  servira  para  mantener  el 
eqnilibrio  en  los  precios.  Calcula  jNIr.  Broomiiall  que  la  reserva  de 
trigo  excede  en  240,000,000  bushels  si  la  del  ano  pasado,  pero  en  lire- 
sencia  de  la  diminncidn  de  .‘590,000,000  bushels,  .se  cree  que  babrsi  necesi- 
dad  de  bacer  uso  de  todo  el  tri^o  disponible. 

Otro  luinto  ;i  que  llsima  la  atenciou  el  perimlico  semanal  de  Brad- 
streets,  al  tratar  de  la  cuestidn  de  trigo,  es  el  "rau  auinento  en  el 
jirecio  de  los  lletes,  debido  si  que  el  (lobierno  iugles  ba  tornado  mucbos 
buques  isara  usarlos  coino  trsinsportes.  Este  auinento  ba  sido  consi¬ 
derable  y  eiiuivale  si  una  alza  en  el  precio  del  {jrano,  cuyos  cargamentos 
tieneu  (pie  entrar  en  coinpetencisi  con  los  de  otros  articulos  de  exporta- 
cidn  St  Europa.  Este  estado  de  cosas  exiilica,  basta  un  cierto  grado,  la 
■pletora  que  se  nota  en  el  trs'ifico  de  trigo  en  la  Argentina,  si  lo  cual  se 
bsice  referencia  en  este  niimero  del  BoletIn. 


EL  MEHCADC)  DE  CAFE  EN  LOS  ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

El  escrito  que  se  leersi  si  continiiacion,  y  en  el  cual  se  trata  de  las 
condiciones  y  necesidsides  del  mercado  de  cafe  eu  los  Estados  Euidos, 
fue  sometido  iiltimamente  al  Congreso  Goniercisil  Internacionsil  de  Eilsi- 
delfla  6  incorporado  en  su  informe  correspondiente  al  14  de  octubre  de 
1899.  Como  se  vers'i,  el  suitor,  Mr.  A.  M.  Woolson,  do  Ohio,  bace  iudi- 
caciones  inuy  valiosas  si  los  productores  que  buscsin  un  mercado  parsi  su 
cafe.  Mr.  Woolson  se  expresa  sisi: 

“El  mercado  de  cafe  en  los  Estados  IJnidos  es,  sin  duda  alguna,  el 
primero  del  mundo,  por  la  sencilla  razdu  de  que  cousumimos  una  canti¬ 
dad  mayor  de  este  articulo  que  cualquier  otro  pais. 

“  Si  se  examina  el  resumen  estadistico  publicsido  este  afio  jxir  el 
Gobierno  de  los  Estados  TJnidos,  se  observarsi  que  durante  el  afio  que 
termind  el  30  de  junio  de  1898  importamos  0,4.‘)1,000  sacos  de  cafd,  6 
seau  870,514,45.5  libras,  coii  un  vsilor  de  $65,0(*7,CJ51,  si  un  costo  medio 
de  7.4  centavos  por  libra,  lo  cual  da  un  consumo  por  cabeza  de  11.45 
libras.  Esto  demuestra  que  consuiuimos  casi  tauto  cafd  como  Ale- 
mania,  Fraucia,  Austria,  Bclgica,  Holanda,  Husisi,  Inglaterra  y  todos 
los  otros  paises  combinados.  Puede  asegurar.se  quo  el  mercado  de  cafe 
eu  los  Estados  Uuidos  es  el  msis  iiipiortaute  que  existe.  Esdesuimner 
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que  1<>8  delejjados  extraiijeros  deseariiin  saber  et'aao  liaeen  los  conierciaii- 
tes  ainericanos  ])ara  dispouer  de  taiito  eafi'.  A  este  resi)ecto  debo 
advertir  que  antes  de  18(»0  todos  los  coiaerciaiites  al  por  nienor  com- 
praban  el  eafe  crudo,  y  los  coiisumidores  teiiiaii  geiieraliiieiite  que  tos- 
tarlo  en  sus  ]iropias  casas,  iwro  el  geuio  iuveiitivo  y  la  liabilidad  del 
mecanit^o  aiuericano  introdujeroii  uu  luievo  sistenia  de  tostar,  luuy 
veutajoso  para  los  cousumidoresj  y  que  did  jk)!-  resultado  la  fuiidacidn 
de  graiides  establecimieiitos  i)ara  <liclia  iiidustria.  El  pueblo  no  tardd 
en  costuinbrarse  a  eomprar  cafe  tostado  en  vez  de  erudo. 

“La  inencionada  industria  se  lia  desarrollado  de  tal  niaiiera,  que  en 
la  actualida  el  DO  jmr  ciento  del  cafe  iiiqiortado  en  este  pais  es  veiidido 
despues  de  liaber  sido  tostado. 

“Esto  es  de  grau  ecouonna  para  el  consuniidor,  porque  la  o]>eracion 
es  lieclia  i)or  personas  versadas  en  la  materia  y  que  cuentan  con  las 
facilidades  y  la  ma(|uinaria  necesarias  para  tostar  el  grano,  daudo  asi 
uu  pnalucto  de  calidad  mas  uniforme.  En  algunos  de  los  Estados  del 
Sur  todavia  persisten  en  eomprar  el  cate  crudo,  jiero  en  el  Norte,  Este 
y  Oeste  el  cafe  tostado  ha  inonoiMdizado  el  mercado. 

“Es  de  seiitirse  que  una  gran  cantidad  de  cafe  venga  me/clada  con 
pie<lre/.uelas,  que  uosotros  llamamos  diamantes  del  Erasil.  Esto  obliga 
al  tostador  ii  separar  la  substanci*  extrafia  del  caf('‘  por  medio  de 
inaquina.  Cmla  saco  contiene  por  termino  medio  cerca  <le  una  libra  de 
estas  piedrezuelas.  El  productor  (jue  nos  euvia  el  cafe  nuis  limpio  se  ve 
recompensado  con  un  pre<*io  imis  alto,  pues  su  articulo  es  clasificado  de 
superior  calidad.  Centenares  de  toneladas  de  las  piedras  (pie  vienen 
mezcladas  con  el  caf»5  lian  sido  usadas  para  empedrar  calzadas  y 
paseos.  Indudablemente  muchos  iiroductores  piensan  que  obtieueu 
mayores  ganancias  mezclando  con  su  caf(3  cuantas  piedras  pueden, 
pero  ^ste  es  uii  error,  porque  el  caff*  crudo  es  examinado  cuidado- 
samente  imr  peritos,  ijuienes  clasilican  el  cafe  con  piedrezuelas  como  de 
inferior  calidad  al  <pie  no  las  tiene.” 


DESARROLLO  COMERCIAL  Y  INDUSTRIAL  DE  LA 
AMERICA  DEL  SUR. 

El  tema  del  discurso  pronunciado  por  el  lion.  W.  I.  Buchanan,  que 
liasta  bace  jhico  fue  Ministro  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  la  Bepublica 
Argentina,  ante  el  Congre-so  Comercial  Internacional  de  Filadeltia, 
versj)  sobre  el  progreso  de  la  America  del  Sur  desile  del  punto  de  vista 
comercial  e  industrial.  Entre  otras  apreciaciones  heebas  imr  el  SeHor 
Buchanan,  se  encuentran  las  que  siguen,  extractadas  de  su  trabajo: 
La  America  del  Sur,  y  especialmente  las  Repiiblicas  que  quedan  al 
extreme  meridional,  ban  llainado  imis  la  atencum  durante  los  ultimos 
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tres  afios  que  niuguii  otro  pai'.s  del  miindo.  Fraucia,  Alemania  y  la 
Camara  de  Comercio  Britiinica  eiiviarou  alli  coinisionados  especiales 
para  e.studiar  el  eainiK)  con  el  objeto  de  adelaiiter  los  intereses  del 
comercio  de  los  pai'ses  que  represeutaban.  Pocos  sou  aqu^-Ilos  que  se 
hail  detenido  a  peusar  cmin  notables  son  los  cambios  ocurridos  en  las 
producciones  de  la  America  del  Norte  y  la  del  Sur  desde  liace  veinte  6 
treiuta  afios. 

Chile,  por  ejemplo,  y  no  hace  de  esto  muchos  afios,  producia  y  vendia 
casi  toda  la  harina  de  trigo  que  se  consumia  en  la  costa  occidental  de 
Sud  y  Centro  America,  casi  hasta  California,  mieutras  que  hoy  esta 
ultima,  Oregon  y  Wiishingtou  no  solo  producen  la  harina  necesaria 
para  su  consumo,  sino  que  la  exportan  para  el  Sur  y  para  Europa  en  can- 
tidades  euormes.  Chile  dejd  de  ser  gran  exportador  de  harina  para 
convertirse  en  notable  exportador  de  salitre,  cobre  y  vinos,  y  productor 
deespl^ndidas  frutasque le prometen  un  brillanteporvenir,mientra8que 
sus  riquezas  minerales  y  forestales  apenas  ban  sido  explotadas.  No  hace 
mucho  tienipo  que  la  Argentina  iinportaba  harina  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
y  solo  exportaba  cueros  secos,  huesos  y  lana  basta,  mientras  que  hoy 
exporta  35,0(X),000  de  bushels  de  trigo  en  grano  y  inolido,  y  cerca  de  la 
tercera  parte  de  esta  cantidad  en  inaiz;  hace  grand^s  embarques  de 
mantequilla  y  exporto  mds  de  2,()U0,0(M)  de  carneros  helados  y  centenares 
de  miles  de  ganado  gordo  en  pie,  de  las  especies  lanar  y  vacuna,  una 
parte  de  lo  ciial  va  al  Brasil,  en  domic  ha  rcemplazado  un  comercio  que 
fue  un  tiempo  completaniente  americano. 

Hace  pocos  afios  quo  el  Brasil  no  producia  sino  liinitadas  cantidades 
de  cafe  y  azucar,  y  hoy  las  eoscchas  de  aquel  grano  alcanzan  a  cerca 
do  9,000,000  de  sacos,  mientras  que  la  region  meridional  del  pais  pro¬ 
mote  ser  en  el  porvenir  una  gran  zona  productora  de  ganado. 

No  hace  muchos  afios  quo  los  Estados  Unidos  ocupaban  el  primer 
lugar  en  los  mercados  del  Bio  do  la  Plata  y  del  Brasil  en  el  comercio  de 
cereales  y  provisiones.  Hoy  la  Argentina  y  el  Uruguay  euvian  al 
Brasil  mils  de  05  por  ciento  de  estos  articulos  y  hacen  la  competencia 
6  los  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  el  Viejo  Mundo.  Habiendo  cesado  los 
Estados  Unidos  de  exportar  los  mencionados  productos  para  las  repii- 
blicas  del  Rio  de  la  Plata,  se  ban  convertido  en  exportadores  para  las 
inismas  de  productos  manufacturados,  indicando  el  cambio  que  se  ha 
operado  en  la  naturaleza  de  sus  jiroduccione.s.  El  resultado  Idgico  de 
este  movimiento  comercial  habia  de  ser  el  establecimiento  de  facilidades 
bancarias  y  lineas  do  vapores  entre  los  jiaises  protluctores  y  los  de 
consumo. 

De  esta  manera  se  desperb'i  la  curiosidad  del  Viejo  Mundo  en  el 
desarrollo  de  las  nuevas  republicas  productoras,  creando  asi  la'inini- 
gracion  para  ellas  que  coutinua  todavia ;  y  asi  se  explica  la  existen- 
cia  de  intereses  bancarios  eurojieos  y  de  lineas  de  vapores  con  Sud 
America  y  la  falta  de  estos  elenientos  de  origen  americano.  No  cree  el 
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Senor  Buchanan  que  este  estado  de  cosas  pueda  continuar,  sino  que 
espera  ver  realizado  pronto  cambios  en  beneflcio  del  desarrollo  del 
comercio  entre  Sud  America  y  los  Estados  L^nidos,  como  parecen  iudi- 
carlo  el  aumento  rapido  de  la  poblacion  de  los  Estados  Unidos  y  la 
diminucion  de  su  ganado,  por  una  parte,  y  ])or  otra  la  baratura  y 
excelencia  de  los  productos  argentinos  y  uruguayos  en  este  ramo.  Pro- 
bableinente  en  el  termino  de  cinco  anos  se  venderan  en  los  Esta^los  Uni¬ 
dos  las  carnes  del  Rio  de  la  Plata,  al  paso  que  en  el  inisino  lapso  de  tienipo 
los  productos  inanufacturados  de  los  Estados  Unidos  pueden  haber 
suplantado  los  que  del  Viejo  Mundo  tienen  consuino  en  Sud  America. 
Todas  las  repiiblicas  de  Sud  America  tienen  problemas  economicos 
por  resolver  y  desean  que,  tanto  el  Viejo  Mundo  como  los  Estados  Uni¬ 
dos,  participen  en  los  beneficios  que  produzcan  el  desarrollo  de  sus 
riquezas. 

Por  lo  que  respecta  los  Estados  Unidos,  el  conocimiento  comercial 
de  aquellos  paises,  quo  hoy  ban  adquirido,  continuara  desarrollandose, 
con  el  resultado  de  que  los  capitales  ainericanos  converginin  a  los  paises 
del  Am<*rica  del  Sur  para  servir  alii  de  i)alancas  en  el  fomento  de 
comercio.  Se  estableceran  lineas  de  vapores  bajo  el  i)abell6n  americano, 
uniendo  con  lazos  mas  estrechos  todos  los  paises  del  este  continente;  y 
&  medida  que  dismiuuyan  en  los  Estados  Unidos  las  oportunidades  de 
bacer  dinero  en  la  explotacidn  de  minas  y  de  los  bosques,  el  capital  se 
dirigira  it  la  America  del  Sur.  Para  esto  es  necesario  que  continiie  en 
a(iuellos  paises  la  existencia  y  la  intluencia  de  gobiernos  estables, 
liberales  y  bien  adininistrados,  sin  lo  cual  no  puede  couseguirse  el  dxito 
que  se  desea.  Tan  cierto  es  esto,  (pie  es  un  axioma  decir  que  la  paz, 
la  legislacion  sabia,  buenos  tribunales  y  una  administracion  honrada  de 
los  negocios  piiblicos,  son  los  resortes  de  mayor  atraccion  que  puede 
ofrecer  un  pais  a  la  inmigracion,  al  capital  y  a  la  industria. 


CARB(')N  ARTIFICIAL  ALE^IANIA. 

Mr.  P.  J.  OsTERUAUS,  Vicecdusul  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Mann¬ 
heim,  Alemania,  avisa  al  Departamento  de  Estado  que  asistio  a  un 
ensayo  del  carbon  artificial  inventado  por  Mr.  George  Montag,  y  que 
tuvo  ocasiou  de  observar  que  es  muy  infiamable  y  que  tiene  en  apa- 
riencia  buenas  condiciones  caloriferas.  Mr.  Montag  dice  que  cualquier 
clase  de  tierra  puede  usarse  para  preparar  este  carbon,  con  excepcion 
de  la  arenisca,  pero  el  Consul  opina  que  solamente  a<j[uellas  tierras  que 
contieueu  substancias  vegetitles  6  leuosas  deben  emplearse.  A  tin  de 
bacer  la  tierra  infiamable,  se  mezclan  con  ella  ciertos  ingredientes,  que 
son  el  secreto  del  inventor,  pero  como  la  preparaciun  (^ue  resulta  debe 
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tener  las  propiedades  de  la  bulla,  es  flicil  averignar  la  naturale/a  »le 
dichos  iugredientes,  que  debeii  ser  substancias  iiiuy  combustibles,  tales 
como  pez,  resiiia,  nafta  u  otras  semejantes. 

Se  pueden  comprar  eii  Mannheim  cien  kilogramos  de  dichos  articulos 
por  $2,  i)ero  solamente  de  d  ii  8  por  ciento  <le  los  mismos  se  necesita  para 
bacer  50  kilogramos  de  carbon  artificial.  Incluyendo  el  trabajo  y  los 
gastos  generales,  el  costo  de  50  kilogramos  no  i>asa  de  7  centavos. 
A  tin  de  apreciar  lo  barato  de  este  articulo  basta  comparar  los  precios 
de  las  varias  clases  de  bulla,  que  ban  sido  durante  el  ano  de  17  a  27 
centavos  jmr  50  kilogramos.  K1  carbon  artificial  es  de  un  color  negro 
griseo,  y  lo  preparan  en  forma  de  blocjues  de  tres  tamanos  diferentes. 
Estos  blocjues  son  duros  y  (piebradizos,  y  cuando  se  los  arroja  en  el 
fuego  arden  con  facilidad.  El  examen  becbo  de  este  carb<'»n  artificial 
did  el  siguiente  resultado: 

I’or  ciento. 


Agua .  14. 79 

Ceni/as .  17.73 

Sul>Htaiicia8  combustibles .  (57.  48 


La  caiitidad  de  calor  <pie  produce  esta  expresada  de  esta  manera: 
Caldciro,  5.716. 


BIBLIOGRAFfA. 

En  esta  seccidn  del  Boletin  Mensual  .se  tratara  de  los  libros  y 
folletos  euviados  a  la  Oficina  de  las  Bepiiblicas  Americanas,  (lue  .se 
refieren  d  asuntos  relaciouados  con  los  paises  de  la  Union  Internacional 
de  Itepublicas  Americanas.  El  canje  de  publicaciones  de  Centro  y  Sud 
America  puede  efectuarse  imrconducto  dela“Smitbsouian  Institution,” 
Wdsbiugton,  D.  C.,  por  medio  de  las  agencias  de  distribucidn  tjue  tiene 
en  a<iuellos  paises  y  que  son  las  siguientes : 

Argentina:  Museo  Nacional,  Buenos  Aires. 

Bolivia:  Oficiua  Nacional  de  Inmigracidn  Estadistica  y  Propaganda 
Geografica,  La  Paz. 

Chile:  Universidad  de  Chile,  Santiago. 

Colombia:  Biblioteca  Nacional,  Bogotd. 

Costa  Rica:  Oficina  de  Depdsito,  Reparto  y  Canje  Internacional,  San 
Josd. 

.  Guatemala:  Institute  Nacional  de  Guatemala,  Guatemala. 

Honduras:  Biblioteca  Nacional,  Tegucigalpa. 

Mexico:  Todos  los  envies  gozan  de  la  fraiiquicia  del  correo. 

Nicaragua:  Miuisterio  de  Relaciones  Exteriores,  Managua. 

Paraguay:  Oficina  General  de  Informaciones  y  Canje  y  Comisaria 
General  de  Inmigracidn,  Asuncion. 

Peru:  Biblioteca  Nacional,  Lima. 
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San  Salvador:  Museo  Nacional,  San  Salvador. 

Urnpuay:  Oficina  de  Depdsito,  Keparto  y  Canje  Internacional,  Mon- 
teviileo. 

Venezuela:  Museo  Nacional,  Caracas. 

K1  Senhor  Don  Manoel  de  Oliveira  Lima,  Primer  Secretario  de  la 
Lejiacidp  del  Brasil  en  Washington,  Miembro  de  la  Academia  Brasilera 
y  de  vai  ios  institutos  cientificos,  acaba  de  publicar  una  interesante  obra 
con  el  titulo  “Nos  Estados  Unidos:  Iinpres.soes  Politicas  e  Sociaes.” 
(F.  A.  Brockbaus.  Leipzig,  1899.)  Diclia  obra,  notable  por  el  espiritu 
cosmopolita  y  la  sinceridad  que  se  nota  eu  cada  una  de  sns  pAginas,  es 
(piizas  la  imis  interesante  que  hasta  abora  haya  escrito  un  sudamericano 
con  referencia  si  este  jiais,  e  indica  inteligencia,  laboriosidad  y  estudio 
l)or  parte  del  autor,  ijue  en  los  pocos  afios  (pie  ba  llevado  de  resideucia 
en  los  Estados  Unidos  ba  sabido  comprender  tan  bien  el  carsicter 
ainericano  y  el  mecsinismo  de  sus  instituciones  imb'ticas  y  sociales.  La 
obra  tiene  524  jniginas  y  va  precedida  de  una  introduccion  explica- 
tiva  de  los  nidviles  si  que  obedecio  la  preparacioii  del  libro,  que  no  son 
otros  que  bacer  couocer  en  el  Brasil,  en  donde  “  se  babla  muy  bien  6 
muy  mal  de  los  Estados  Unidos,”  la  diticultad  de  los  problenias  sociales 
y  la  grandeza  de  las  instituciones  de  Ijji  gran  Bepiiblica  ainericana. 

Los  once  capitulos  de  que  consta  la  obra  sou  los  siguientes :  El  Pro- 
blema  Negro — Efcctos  de  la  Ininigrsicidn — Las  Cualidsides  del  Pueblo — 
La  lutluencia  de  la  Mujer — La  Sociedad — El  Figurin  Politico — Cato- 
licisino  y  Edncacidn — Escritores  Americanos — La  Politica  Exterior — 
Kelaciones  del  Brasil  con  los  Estaslos  Unidos — Politica  Colonial,  y  uu 
apcndice  que  contiene  varias  notas  referentes  si  la  materia  de  que  se 
trata  en  el  cuerpo  de  la  obra.  No  es  este  el  primer  trabajo  que  ha 
piiblicado  el  Senhor  Lima,  conocido  ya  por  sus  obras  referentes  al 
Brasil  d  de  carsicter  litersirio.  El  autor  tiene  en  preparacioii  otro  libro 
con  el  titulo  de  “  Ideas  Fundamentaes  da  Politica  Norte- Americana,” 
que,  si  juzgar  jMir  la  iiianera  como  trata  la  materia  en  el  libro  “  Nos 
Estados  Unidos,”  debe  ser  del  mayor  intends. 

El  “Kolonial  Zeitung,”  corresixmdiente  al  28  de  setiembre  de  1899, 
contiene  un  articulo  escrito  por  el  Dr.  M.  Gurke  sobre  la  importancia 
del  cultivo  del  ramio  para  las  colonias  alemanas  en  Africa.  En  el 
Boletin  Mensual  se  ba  tratado  en  diversas  epocas  sobre  el  progreso 
que  ba  beclio  dicbo  cultivo,  y  inucho  de  lo  que  el  autor  dice  abora  se 
liabia  piiblicado  ya  en  los  luimeros  del  BoletIn  correspondientes  d 
insiyo  y  niarzo  de  1894,  junio  de  1895,  octnbre  de  1890,  mayo  y  setiembre 
de  1897,  enero  y  junio  de  1898  y  setiembre  de  1899.  Asegnra  el  Dr. 
Gi'RKE  que  el  cultivo  del  ramio  no  ba  dado  buenos  resultados  en  la 
America  del  Norte,  Argelia,  Egipto,  Natal,  la  Isla  de  Manricio  y  la  de 
la  Reunidu  si  causa  de  las  condiciones  climatildgicas,  y  que,en  realidad, 
el  cultivo  de  essi  planta  tiene  que  ser  muy  limitado,  porque  requiere  un 
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clima  cjilido  y  huinedo.  Eu  el  BoletIn  Mensual  se  inanifestd  ya  que 
Mexico,  la  America  Central  y  la  del  Sur  se  adaptan  inuy  bien  al  cultivo 
del  ramio. 

En  cont«staci6n  4  algunas  observaciones  bechas  en  el  “  Sudameri- 
kauisclie  Kiiiulscliau”  relativas  ti  la  supuesta  discordia  que  existe  eutre 
los  aleinaues  residentes  en  Mexico,  el  Dr.  C.  Below  ha  publicado  en  el 
“  Deutsche  Kolonial  Zeitung”  una  relacidn  de  las  condiciones  existentes, 
segun  el  pudo  observarlas  eu  el  pais.  Dice  que  la  situacidn  no  es  tan 
mala  como  ha  sido  presentada  y  cita  uumerosos  incideutes  relacionados 
con  la  Vida  social  de  sus  compatriotas  eu  Mexico,  llecomienda  que  el 
cuerpo  consular  alemiiii  se  haga  m4s  grande  y  msis  fuerte,  y  que  barcos 
de  guerra  aleinaues  visiten  con  mas  frecneiicia  aquellos  puertos  a  tin  de 
que  sea  mayor  la  indueucia  de  Alemaiiia. 


BOLETIM  ^lEXSAE 

1>A 

SECHETAIUA  das  REPI  BLICAS  AMERICANAS, 

Viiiiio  liitoriiacioiial  ilas  Ro|»iiblicas  Aiiioricaiiaa. 

VoL.  VII,  NOVKMBIiO  de  1890.  No.  5. 


REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

ESCASSEZ  DE  FACILIDADES  DE  TRANSPORTE  PARA  CERE  AES. 

Sejiuiido  iliformarao  recentemente  inaiulada  ao  seu  Governo  pelo 
Consul  franco/  cm  Cordoba,  existem  presentemente  nos  arma/ens  da 
estrada  de  ferro  outre  Cordoba  e  Rosario  1,400,000  saccos  de  trigo  on 
millio,  c  nos  arina/ens  de  outras  estradas  carregainentos  igualinente 
imi)ortautes.  todos  a  ospera  de  enibarque  para  a  Europa.  Assim 
acliau)-$e  nos  da  Central  Argentina  500,000  saccos,  na  Buenos  Ayres 
e  Rosario,  150, (MK)  saccos,  e  na  franceza  de  Santa  Fd,  C0,0(M)  saccos.  Si 
a  ostas  quantidados  ajuntariuos  8,000  toneladas  gnardadas  em  arma- 
zens  i)articulares  e  o  dobro  d’isto  nas  estac^oes  interniediarias  da  via 
ferrca,  encontrareinos  uin  total  de  (juasi  400,000  toneladas  de  ccreaes 
que  i)or  falta  de  vai>ores  e  navios  a  vela  clisponiveis  para  o  seu  embarque, 
aniontoani-sc  nos  portos  e  esta<;oes  de  cbegada,  enipatam  as  operayoes 
do  transiwrto  e  annazcnagein  e  retardam  a  cbegada  de  novos  carrega- 
mentos  do  interior. 

Aso|)era(;oescoiuinerciaes  igualinente  acbam-se  paralysadasou  ajienas 
podem  ser  cxecutadas  cm  condiyoes  desastrosas  para  os  agricultores, 
jMiis  (jne  os  exjiortadores  rocusain  comprar  o  cereal  aos  pre(;os  corren- 
tes,  r(‘ceiando  que  continue  a  escassez  de  navios  e  oonseguintemente  a 
deinora  nos  embanjues.  Ajunta  o  consul  que  os  arinadores  estao  pre- 
senteinente  cobrando  ein  media  27  shillings  jxir  tonelada  de  frete,  sendo 
l>ara  tomor  que  no  flm  da  collieita  do  milho  o  frete  suba  a  30  shillings, 
prei/o  cxhorbitante  comparado  com  os  correntes  cm  outros  jiaizes  e  com 
0  do  15  shillings  que  durante  o  anno  findo  i>revalecia  na  Argentina. 
Esta  calculado  que  o  transiiorte  das  400,000  toneladas  destinadas  a 
exiKirtaoao  necessitani  cerca  de  150  navios.  Dos  100  navios  chegados 
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no  porto  do  Rio  da  Prata  nos  raezes  de  Agosto,  Setembro  e  Oatnbro, 
apenas  (50  ou  70  podiain  carregar  de  cereaes.  Isto  signiHca  quo  a  pro- 
xima  colheita  de  trigo  encontrara  a  Republica  Argentina  coin  200,000 
toneladas  de  cereaes  ainda  nao  exportadas,  dando  ein  resultado  a  mann- 
ten^ao  dos  fretes  elevados  e  na  onera«;ao  do  productor,  iiois  eat^  averi- 
guado  qiie  o  exportador  ftxa  anas  condi^'oea  de  venda  do  accordo  como 
cnato  do  tranaiiorte. 

A  escaasez  de  facilidadea  de  transporte  maritime  6  na  opiniao  do 
Senhor  Renoz  devida  a  dims  causaa — a  diininui^ao  das  iniporta<;r»e8  e 
os  altos  direitos  tiscaes  pages  por  navies  noa  portos  argentinos  sob  a 
forma  de  taxas  de  ancoragem,  de  caes,  etc. 

A  informayao  dada  jiclo  Consul  francez  pode  ser  vantajosa  aos  arma- 
dorcs  americanos,  indicando  a  aua  actividade  um  campo  remunerador  e 
digno  de  explora(;ao  mesmo  por  occasiao  de  uma  colheita  media,  mas 
eapecialmente  de  uma  extraordinaria. 

O  Senhor  Renoz  tambem  informa  sou  Governo  quo  um  ayndicato 
composto  de  20  importantes  moageiros  da  provincia  de  Buenos  Ayres 
recentemente  cousolidou-se  debaixo  do  nome  “  Sociedade  Nacional  de 
Moageiros,”  e  que  o  presidente  do  syndicate,  respondendo  a  uma  com- 
munica^'ao  que  Ihe  foi  dirigida  pelo  ministro  argentine  no  Brazil  acerca 
da  condi(;ao  e  future  do  commercio  de  farinha  no  sen  paiz,  respondera  o 
seguinte:  “Ainda  (pie  pare<;a  a  primeira  vista  que  por  motive  da  grande 
distancia  que  tern  de  aer  percorrida  polos  navies  qne  trazem  farinbas 
norte  americanas  ao  Brazil,  inSs  devessemos  levar  vantagem  em  materia 
de  frete,  tal  nao  aconte(!e  pois  que  os  nossos  concorrentea  frequente- 
mente  mandam  sens  generos  por  navies  de  vela  que  carregam  frete  bai- 
xiasimo,  ao  paaso  que  nos  argentinos  somoa  compellidos  a  pagar  fretes 
excessivos  ihn  razao  da  grande  copia  das  exportaeplea  e  da  escasaez  de 
embarca^(*»es.”  Deduz-se  d'esta  carta  que  os  armadores  americanos 
poderiam  extender  mais  suas  opera(;f>es,  transportando  carregamentoa, 
sobretudo  farinha  para  o  Brazil. 


liRAZIL. 

os  IMMENSOS  RECURSOS  DA  REPUBLICA. 

Os  interesses  da  vasta  Republica  do  Brazil  foram  repreaentados  nas 
aessiles  pan-americanas  do  Congreaso  Commercial  Internacional  reuuido 
em  Philadelphia  desde  o  dia  14  de  Outubro  ati*  o  dia  31  do  mesmo  mez 
pelo  Capitao  Cordeiro  da  Grac/a,  delegado  do  Brazil,  e  pelo  Senhor 
Alfonso  A.  Ratis,  delegado  do  Eatado  de  Sao  Paulo.  Aquelle  deu 
uma  de8crip<;ao  graphica  da  immenaidade  doa  recursos  do  jiaiz  e  este  o 
tratou  sob  o  iionto  de  vista  commercial. 

Eis  o  resumo  do  discurso  do  Senhor  Capitao  Cordeiro: 

*  *  *  “  Para  dar  uma  idea  da  ri(pieza  natural  <pie  cate  paiz 
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ofierece  a  actividade  dos  seus  bubitaiites,  basta  ineucionar  os  princi- 
paes  productos  iiaturaes  (jue  se  podem  exportar.  A  Kepublica  de 
Guatemala  teiu  uma  popula<;ao  de  1,323, (KM»,  einquauto  que  o  Estado 
do  Para  tern  suuiente  700,000,  laas  em  1885  as  exportaroes  de  Guate¬ 
mala  foram  dez  milboes  menos  (pie  as  do  I’ara.  No  mesmo  anno  as 
exportatpVs  da  Kepublica  da  Bolivia,  <|ue  tern  uma  popula^‘ao  de 
2,3(K),000,  I'oram  812,000,000  menos  que  as  do  Para,  e  as  exportaeoes 
da  Colombia,  que  tern  3,000,00(>  de  babitantes,  nao  excederam  as  do 
Para — isto  e,  817,(KM),000.  As  exportaeoes  do  Equador  sao  metade  das 
do  Para ;  as  do  Peru  (paiz  (jue  tern  uma  populaeao  de  tres  milboes)  dous 
tereos  das  do  Para, 

“()  valor  total  das  exporta(;oes  deste  Estado,  inclusive  as  do  inez  de 
Dezembro  do  anno  passado,  cbejjfara  a  820,000,0<M),  Os  principaes  pro¬ 
ductos  sao  borracba,  cacao,  iiozes,  couros,  salsaparilba,  oleo  de  copaiba, 
guarana,  iienhula,  cumaru,  baunilba,  inarfim  vegetal,  madeiras  pre- 
ciosas,  esscncias,  passas  e  fructas.  A  parte  septentrional  do  paiz  produz 
ouro  em  abundancia.  No  anno  de  18b7  a  pro<luc«;ao  da  borracba  no 
Estado  do  Para  so  foi  de  9,000  toncladas.  A  produccao  de  cacao  foi 
de  3,000  a  5,(MK)  toneladas.  A  (juantidade  de  tabaco  exjmrtada  foi 
superior  a  750  toneladas.  A  baunilba  do  Para  vende-se  na  Fran^^a  de 
dous  ate  quatro  dollares  o  kilogramnm.  As  favas  de  cumaru  exportam- 
sc  em  grandes  quantidades  para  a  Euroim. 

“A  instrucyao  publica  divide-se  em  instruccao  primaria,  secundaria 
e  tccbuica.  Existem  na  capital  49  escolas  primarias  e  585  no  interior. 
Alcni  destas  ba  escolas  tecbnicas  e  “O  Lyceu”  (escola  superior),  que 
prepara  os  alumnos  para  a  Universidade.  Devo  ineucionar  tambem  a 
Academia  de  Musica,  a  Est;ola  de  Bellas  Artes,  o  Lyceu  das  Artes  e 
ludustrias  e  a  Escola  Normal. 

“  Commerce)  e  N(ivega<;(lo. — O  commcrcio  de  exporta^’fio  do  Pard  6 
muito  grande.  A  communicacao  entre  o  Para  e  os  jiortos  dos  Estados 
Unidos  c  boa  e  frequente,  e  c  feita  por  diias  linbas  de  vaimrcs,  a  Ked 
Cross  Line  e  a  Booth  Line.  O  servi(;o  directo  com  a  Europa— isto  c, 
com  Liverpool,  Antuerpia,  Hamburgo,  Havre,  Lisboa,  e  Genoa — c  feito 
por  vajHires  francezes,  inglezes,  italianos,  portuguezes,  e  allemfies. 

“  Actualmeute  nao  ba  navios  americanos  empregatlos  neste  servi(;o. 

“Kanmi. —  Ila  tres  buncos  inglezes  no  Para:  ()  British  Bank,  o  Lon¬ 
don  and  River  Plate  Bank,  e  o  London  and  Brazilian  Bank.  Tambem 
ba  tres  bancos  nacionaes:  O  Banco  do  Para,  o  Banco  Commercial  do 
Par^i,  e  o  Banco  do  Norte  do  Brazil. 

'•‘■Efitado  do  Amazonas.— Estado  c  o  mais  extenso  da  Uniao.  Sua 
ri(|ueza  natural  c  tao  grande  que  dentro  do  espayo  de  cinco  an  nos, 
Mamios,  sua  capital,  transformou-se  de  uma  {lequena  aldea  em  uma  das 
mais  agradavcise  lindas  cidades  da  America,  tendo  contribuido  muito 
para  o  seu  dcscnvolviniento  o  espirito  patriotico  dos  Governadores  do 
Estado.  A  cidade  tem  lindas  ruas  e  avenidas  illuminadas  a  luz  elec- 
trica,  tramways  de  trolley,  editicios  publicos,  excelleutes  escolas,  e 
Bull.  No.  5 - 12 
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apezar  das  graiules  despezas  ba  senipre  depositaries  ua  Thesouraria 
cerca  de  tres  luilboes  de  dollares.  A  receita  para  este  anno  foi  or<;ada 
em  sete  o  ineio  uiilb(3es  de  dollares,  soniina  (pie  ja  foi  realizada  pelas 
receitas  dos  prinieiros  (juatro  uiezes.  A  iKipuIa^'fio  do  Estado  <■  de  so 
200, (KHl.  O  Estado  do  Amazonas  sob  a  administra(;ao  do  Coronel 
Eamalho  teni  feito  grandes  progresses. 

•■^Mardnhdo. — Maranbfio  (*  uin  Estado  de  grande  ri(pieza  mas  ati*  agora 
pouco  explorado.  Produz  cereaes  em  grandes  (juantidades  e  exporta 
productos  natiiraes  em  (juantidade  consideravel  para  a  Europa.  Este 
Estado  podia  fornecer  bornicba  em  abundancia  mas  aiuda  a  industria 
e  poueo  explorada.  O  Estado  nao  tern  dividas,  nem  exteriores,  nem 
interiores. 

•■^Fernamhueo. — Este  Estado  produz  em  grande  quantidade,  assucar, 
algodao  e  couros.  Tern  uma  exeellente  rede  de  vias  ferreas  que  esten- 
dem-se  para  o  interior  e  penetram  nas  tlorestas  virgeus.  Ua  grande 
actividade  nos  negocios  deste  Estado. 

“Babia  <5  um  dos  mais  formosos  Estados  da  Uniao.  Possue  ricas 
minas  de  onro.  Outros  productos  sao  canna  de  assucar,  cafe,  madeiras 
preciosas,  algodao  e  tabaco. 

“  Espirito  Santo  e  liio  de  Janeiro  sao  os  maiores  productores  do  <‘af4. 
Espirito  Santo  ('*  aiuda  pouco  explorado,  mas  o  Estado  do  Itio  de  Janeiro 
eja  atravessado  i)or  um  bom  systema  de  estradas  de  ferro.  Kio  de 
Janeiro,  a  capital  da  Uniao,  esta  situada  em  uma  das  mais  lindas  babias 
do  mundo.  Sen  commercio  (5  euorme  e  o  maior  em  toda  a  America  do 
Sul.  A  febre  amarella  existe  na  cidade  durante  os  quatro  mezes  mais 
(pientes,  mas  ainda  assim,  a  mortalidade,  comparada  com  a  das  cidades 
mais  salubres  do  mundo,  e  muito  pequeua.  Os  suburbios  do  liio  sao 
considerados  os  mais  lindos  do  mundo.  Tijuca  e  Corcovado  teem  uma 
altura  de  700  e  2,200  metros,  resi)ectivameute.  Petropolis  esta  situada 
a  3,000  pes  acima  do  nivel  do  mar,  e  si  distancia  de  quareuta  e  cinco 
minutos  i>or  via  ferresi  da  capital.  Os  estrangeiros  residem  alii  oude 
nslo  se  encontra  a  febre  amarella. 

“  Devo  mencionar  tambem  a  grande  obra  de  engenbaria,  a  Estrada 
de  Ferro  Central  do  Brazil,  (jue  foi  construida  sob  a  direcysio  de  um 
brazileiro,  ajudado  por  varies  engenbeiros  americauos.  Mas  isto  foi 
nos  bons  tempos  d’outr’orsi  (luando  os  Estados  Unidos  ainda  enviavsvm 
para  o  Brazil,  susis  vigas  e  bra(;o8  de  ferro,  matcriaes  para  pontes,  etc. 
Agora  este  commercio  tern  succumbido  si  coucorreucia  de  Ceeuzot  e 
Kuupp. 

•■‘■Minas. — Agora  vou  mencionar  o  Estado  de  Minas.  Si  tenbo  fallado 
com  tanto  entbusisismo  do  Parii,  o  que  posso  dizer  de  Minas t  Este 
Estado  tern  um  clima  exeellente  e  produz,  abmi  do  cafti,  bananas  e 
larsinjas,  todsis  as  fructas  da  Europsi.  Posso  dizer  sem  receio  de  con- 
tradicyslo  que  Minas  (*  a  California  do  Brazil.  O  solo  e  fertil  e  encerra 
incalculaveis  tbesouros  de  ouro,  diamantes  e  mineraes.  ()  ferro  e  man- 
ganez  ss'to  eiicontrados  muito  puros  e  exportados  em  grande  quantidade 


BUREAU  OF  THK  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


763 


para  a  luglaterra,  Franra,  Belgiea,  e  os  Estados  Unidos.  As  estradas 
de  tV‘iTO  e  a  iiavega<;ao  dos  rios  facilitarao  o  deseuvolvimeiito  deste 
grande  Estado. 

“  Sao  Paulo  tem  uina  eiiorme  rede  de  estradas  de  ferro.  Sua  pro- 
duceao  de  cafe  6  quasi  igual  a  de  todos  os  outios  Estados  juntos.  A 
industria  do  cafe  tem  sido  explorada  com  i)reJuizo  das  outras  culturas. 
Santos  e  o  grande  porto  de  sabida  deste  Estado.  Eltimamente  tem 
sido  muito  melborado  pela  construcyao  de  caes,  a  que  os  grandes 
vapores  traus-atlanticos  potlem  cbegar  direetamente. 

“Parana  6  o  Estado  das  pastagens.  O  clima  e  muito  suave,  ficando 
o  Estado  na  zona  temperada.  Os  graos,  assim  como  o  cafe,  ])odem  ser 
cultivados.  Os  pinheiros  almndam  ueste  Estado,  assim  como  nos 
Estados  de  Santa  Catbarina  e  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.  O  principal  pro- 
ducto  do  Parana  c  o  matte,  uma  bebida  tendo  todas  as  boas  ({ualidades 
do  cafe  e  do  cba  sem  ter  sens  defeitos.  Exporta-se  este  producto  em 
grandes  (luantidades  para  o  Chile  e  a  Argentina. 

“  Santa  Catbarina  esta  quasi  na  mesma  condi^'ao  que  o  Estado  do 
Paransi,  mas  goza  das  vautagens  de  uma  colouizat^ao  nllema,  que  tem 
tra/ido  a  este  Estado  grande  prosperidade. 

“fijo  Grande  do  Sul. — Agora  passemos  a  este  importante  Estado  de 
cria\;ao,  com  siias  immensas  pastagens,  i)ercorrido  por  grandes  rios 
navegaveis,  onde  a  fertilidade  do  solo  »'*  enorme.  fi  colonizado  por 
allemaes  e  italianos,  os  (piaes  dao-se  muito  bem  alii. 

“  Matto  Grosso. — Este  Estado,  que  promette  um  grande  imrvenir,  ainda 
tem  sido  pouco  explorado.  Neste  Estado  encontram-se  em  grande 
quanti»lade  ouro,  diamantes,  libras,  ipecacuanba  e,  sobretudo,  borraclia 
semelbante  a  do  Amazonas.  Encontram-se  nos  campos  grandes 
manadas  de  gado.  Aqui  um  bomem  robusto,  sem  fundos,  pode  bear 
rico  dentro  de  cinco  anuos.  A  ipecacuanba  que  se  vende  na  Inglaterra 
a  18  schillings  a  libra  e  «iue  acaba  de  ser  extmsta  a  venda  nos  mercados 
americanos,  assim  como  a  Imrracba  deste  Estado,  teem  attrabido  a 
attenyao  universal. 

“  Ficao  ainda  os  Estados  de  Sergii)e,  Piauhy,  e  Goyaz.  Estes  Estados 
teem  immensos  recursos  naturaes,  os  quaes  ainda  teem  sido  pouco 
explorados. 

“ /Jj-por/rt^do. — O  principal  producto  de  exi)orta<;ao  no  Brazil  d  o  cafi5. 
Em  1897,  o  Brazil  exportou  25,500,000  libras  de  borraclia;  em  1898, 
22,(J0O,0O(i  libras,  e  em  1899,  at«*  o  dia  30  de  Setembro,  18,5(K),(MM>  libras. 
Nao  ba  outro  paiz  <lo  muudo  que  possa  otlerecer  aos  Estados  Unidos 
um  mercado  tao  ex(‘ellente  para  suas  manufacturas,  enqirezas  bancarias, 
de  vias  ferreas  e  de  navegacao,  do  que  a  Kepublica  do  Brazil.  Para 
dar  uma  idea  do  sen  commercio  po8.so  dizer  que  o  Brazil  (M-cupa  o  quarto 
lugar  entre  as  nai^oes  que  exiKirtam  para  os  Estados  Unidos.  Em  1897 
o  Brazil  exi>ortou  para  os  Estados  Unidos  509,020,828  libras  de  cafe,  e 
em  ISJKS,  004,029,040  libras. 

“A  estes  productos  que  se  exiiortam  devem-se  juntar  os  couros,  pelles. 
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madeiras,  assucar,  maiigauez,  cacao,  conchas,  oleos  e  nuiitos  outros 
artigos.  Si  considerannos  (jue  estas  centenaa  do  niilliarcs  do  toneladas 
siio  einbarcadas  em  iiavios  estrangeiros  e  quo  iiavio  algiiin  ainericaiioo 
empregado  neste  tralico;  si  coasidoraniios  (|uo  estas  enonnes  traiis- 
aceoos  eHectuain-se  pelas  iiistituiyoes  do  crcdito  do  Londres,  a  quo  os 
aniericanos  teem  do  pagar  grande  qnantia  eincoinniissbesalem  doavul 
tadas  soniinas  iis  companhiaa  de  navegaeao  estrangeiras  por  fretes, 
segnros,  etc.,  sera  ovidento  que  ha  grande  eampo  i)ara  as  einprezas . 
ainericanas.  Por  (pianto  tempo,  mens  amigos,  fechareia  (»s  olhos  a 
estes  factos  ?  Sem  Ijicilidades  de  transporto  nao  e  possiv'el  fazer  con- 
currencia  neste  eommercio  com  os  paizes  da  I'hiiopa. 

^‘■Tmporta<;(lo  no  Hrazil  don  Estadox  I’nidox. — Dentro  do  e8pa<;o  de  dez 
annos  as  exportaeoes  dos  Estados  Unidos  parao  Prazil  auginentaram-se 
de  seis  e  meio  a  trezo  milhbes.  Os  i)rincipaes  artigos  importados  sao 
trigo,  farinha  de  trigo,  cereaes,  oleos  niineraes  e,  em  peqnena  quantidade, 
ferro  e  aeo  e  fazendas  de  la  e  de  algodao.”  *  *  * 

Fallando  dos  interesses  do  cafe  tlo  Ilrazil,  o  Senhor  Eatis  disse: 

*  *  *  “Sao  Paulo  tern  em  Santos  o  porto  do  inaior  exportaeao  de 
caf<'‘  do  mundo.  Este  Estado,  com  uma  area  do  100,939  milhas  quadradas 
e  uma  i)opula<;ao  de  2,.'»00,000,  pode  ser  eonsiderado  como  o  Estado  agri¬ 
cola  inodelo  do  Prazil,  esi)ecialmento  imrrpie  nenhum  outro  Estado  tein 
olferecido  tantas  vantagens  para  a  immigrarao  ou  feito  tantos  sacrifieios 
l)ara  o  desenvolviiuento  da  lavoura.  Dos  14,700,000  de  saccos  de  caf«; 
que  represeutam  a  colheita  total  universtil  em  1897-98,  o  Brazil  produziu 
cerca  de  11,000,000  de  sa(*cos,  dos  quaes  (piatro  (piintus  i)artes  vieram 
do  Estado  de  Sao  I’aulo. 

“A  receita  deriva  se  principalmente  dos  direitos  de  exportaeao  sobre 
o  cafe  que  se  i)agani  no  momento  do  sen  embarcpie  para  os  portos 
estrangeiros.  Os  Estados  Tnidos,  (|ue  sao  o  i)aiz  maior  comprador  do 
cafe,  o  admittem  liv’re  de  direitos,  considerando-o  uma  bebida  nacional 
necessaria  iis  classes  traballiadoras  como  um  artigo  de  alimeuta4;ao. 
Os  Esta<los  Unidos  importam  annualmente  do  Brazil  cafe,  borracha  e 
outros  ])roductos  no  valor  de  8o4,(KK),(K)(»,  ao  passo  que  exportam  para 
este  paiz  productos  no  valor  de  so  814,009,099. 

“Para  estabeleeer  relaebes  commennaes  mais  estreitas  entre  o  Brazil 
e  os  Estados  Unidos  se  necessita  que  se  inaugure  uma  linha  de  vapores 
americanos  e  se  estabele(;a  um  banco  americano  no  Brazil,  pelo  qual 
todas  as  negociaeoes  commerciaes  possam  ser  feitas. 

“Outro  product*)  que  o  Brazil,  e  especialmente  o  Estado  dc  Sao 
Paulo,  ]>odia  consumir  em  enonnes  (piantidades  e  o  carvao,  (pie  se 
encontra  particularniente  no  Estado  de  I’ennsylvania  em  deiiositos 
quasi  inexgotaveis.  Cardiff  tern  gozado  do  inonopolio  desto  trafico, 
ainda  que  o  producto  de  Pennsylvania  seja  igual  em  (lualidade  ao  bri- 
tannico  e,  alem  disto,  mais  barato. 

“Sao  Paulo  tern  uma  industria  muito  iinportante  em  iiroductos  de 
algmlao.  O  algodao  cultivado  em  todo  o  Estado,  c  iiode  fazer  eon- 
curreucia  com  o  da  luglaterra  ou  da  Allemanha. 
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“()  fabrico  de  cbapt'os  de  feltro  tambem  tem  assnmido  graiides  pro- 
porroc.s.  Fabricam-se  chaiM'os  iiao  so  para  o  (‘onsuiuo  local,  mas  tam- 
bcni  para  os  oatros  Fstados.  Ha  tambem  uma  fabrica  que  maiuifactura 
os  saccos  do  juta  em  qne  se  exporta  o  civfe. 

“I la  immensas  cascatas  cu.jas  aguas  sao  esperdi^adas,  as  quaes 
podiam  fornecer  Ibiva  motora  para  muitos  estabelecimentos  industriaes. 

“Sao  Paulo  possue  fabricas  de  cerveja  que  representam  um  capital 
de  milhbes  de  dollares.  Nao  muito  distante  da  capital  esta  eituada  a 
uiiica  fabrica  de  cimeuto  de  Portland  <pie  existe  iia  America  do  Sul. 
Este  estabelecimento  vai  passar  em  breve  para  uma  compaidiia  aineri- 
caua  e  se  espera  (pie  i)ossa  supprir  nao  s<'>  o  mercado  local,  mas  tambem 
outros  j)outos  do  Brazil.’’ 


PRODUCJgAo  UNIVERSAL  DO  OURo  E  PRATA. 

Os  algarismos  oHidaes  rclativos  a  produc(;ao  universal  do  ouro  e 
juata  no  anno  de  1S9S  foram  dados  ao  publico  pela  Casa  da  Moeda 
dos  Estados  Unidos  no  dia  2d  de  Outubro  de  1899,  e  forneeem  interes- 
sautes  informaiMles  sobre  a  ]>r(Kluc(;ao  desses  metaes  nos  ultimos  tres 
annos. 

Avalia-se  em  .^287,428,690  a  produc(;ao  total  do  ouro  em  1898,  vindo 
em  i)rimeiro  lugar  a  Bepublica  Sul-Africana,  e  seguindo  <piasi  namesma 
proi>or(;ao  a  Australasia  e  os  ICstados  Unidos.  Depois  vein  por  ordem 
a  Russia,  o  Canada,  a  India,  o  Mexico  e  a  China,  fornecendo  os  oito 
paizes  mencionados  91  jKir  cento  do  total. 

O  seguinte  quadro  demonstra  a  produc(,*ao  do  ouro  e  prata  nos  paizes 
pan-americanos  durante  os  tres  ultimos  annos: 

OUKO. 


PiiUes. 

1897.  ! 

1898. 

$5.1.  OSg,  (too 

A'i7,  363, 000 
7,500,000 
137, 700 
343,  .'<00 

$64. 463. 000 
8,  500,  000 

137. 700 
343,500 

1, 583, 700 

340. 700 

250. 300 
1,001, 100 

1. 20*;  200 
340,000 

611,000 
2, 2iK»,  100 

2,227,200 
132.  iHX) 

2,283,200 

39.500 

132.900 

116.600 

63,600 

1  628. 000  1 
1  38.  500  1 

628.000 
38,500 
1,057,400 
473,  700 

'  1.057,400 

465,800 

372^  300 

PUATA. 


Onfat. 

.58,  834,  800 
45, 718, 982 
328,  170 
6,  374.  240 

5:1,  860.0(M)  ^ 

O/ifO#. 

54.  438.  000 

5;i,  903,  *180 
38:1, 479 

56, 7:18,000 
38:1, 479 

8. 204,  .568 
2,  591,  998 
5,  047, 328 
7, 734 

8, 204, 568 
2, 591, 998 

(•liile . 

3,  2:16,  536 
3. 407,  004 
7,734 

5, 48;i,  717 
7,734 
1,951,240 
716,008 

3, 847, 078 
808,676 

3, 278, 602 
HU.  892 
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Pode-se  formal’  iima  idea  do  enorme  augiiiento  de  produceao  de  ouro 
nos  ultimos  doze  aniios  considerando  <jue,  em  18<S7,  a  produceao  total 
era  de  10(>  inilhdes  de  dollares,  e  em  1S92  havia  subido  a  14(5  millioes, 
isto  e,  ao  maximo  conbeeido  na  lustoria  do  mundo.  Calcula-se  que  a 
])roducerio  de  1898  e  oito  vezes  inaior  do  que  a  prcxluc^ao  do  onro  ao 
tempo  das  descobertas  da  California  (1849).  ()  eonsumo  do  ouro  nas 
artes  e  raanufacturas  e  avaliado  em  (55  millioes,  deixandoum  excedente 
de  222  inillules  disiMiniveis  para  moeila. 


PRODUCgAO  UNIVERSAL  DO  'rillGO  EM  1899. 

Oscalculos  referentes  a  pnMlueeao  universal  do  trigo  no  anno  de  1899 
forneeidos  pelo  elaborador  de  estatistieas  inglez,  Senhor  Broomhall, 
indicam  uma  diminuieao  geral  em  todas  as  partes.  Esta  feiyao  nao  se 
limita  alias  a  producytio  do  trigo  sdmente,  mas  estende-se  a  quasi  todos  os 
outros  cereaes.  Segundo  a  auctoridade  citada,  a  collieita  total  de  trigo 
no  mundo  e  de  2,49r»,0(M),(MK)  bushels,  o  que  mostra  uma  dimiuuiyao  de 
.‘190,900,900  comparado  com  o  anno  passado  e  um  excesso  de  22(1,000,000 
bushels  comparado  com  1897.  A  diminuieao  maior  deu-se  nas  Ameri¬ 
cas  onde  se  aponta  um  decrescimo  de  18.G  j)or  cento  on  seja  uma  diffe- 
ren^a  de  108,000,000  bushels.  O  decrescimo  na  Europa  e  quasi  igual 
em  quantidade,  1(5.‘1,00((,000  bushels,  mas  a  proporeilo  excede  apenas 
ligeiramente  de  10  jior  cento.  A  Asia  attribue-se  um  decrescimo  do  11 
por  cento,  a  Afriiia  ile  30  por  cento  e  a  Australasia  10  por  cento. 

As  reservas  ajiparentese  nao  aiiparentes  do  trigo,  sobras  dacolheita 
inexcedida  do  anno  passado,  sao  comtudo  maiores  que  as  dos  annos 
precedentes  e  couipensarao  os  futuros  i)re<*o8.  A  estimativa  de  Broom- 
hall  or«;a  a  reservade  trigo  em  240,000,000  bushels  mais  do  que  o  anno 
passado,  mas  diante  do  decrescimo  de  .390,000,000  bushels  de  produceao, 
l)ode-se  antever  com  certeza  que  todos  os  supprimeutos  aproveitaveis 
serao  requeridos. 

Outro  ponto  para  o  que  a  atteneao  foi  chamada  pelo  seminario  de 
Bradstreets,  ao  commentar  a  situa<;ao  do  trigo,  6  o  grande  accrescimo 
nos  fretes  maritimos  resultante  do  emprego  de  navios  por  fins  de  trans- 
porte  i>elo  Governo  Britannico.  Tal  accre.scimo  foi  consideravel  e  equi- 
vale  a  um  augmento  especial  de  varies  centavos  nos  preeos  do  trigo, 
cujas  carregamentas  sao  compellidas  a  com])etir  com  o  coinmercio  geral 
de  exi)orta<;ao  em  materia  de  fretes  para  a  Europa.  Esta  condiciio 
serve  para  explicar,  ab*  certo  ponto,  acongestao  no  trafico  do  trigo  ipie 
se  estd  dando  na  xVrgentina  e  a  qual  fez-se  referencia  neste  numero  do 
Boletim. 
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O  MERCADO  AMERICANO  UE  CAFfi. 

A  seguHite  iiiroriinu;ao  sobre  as  coiidiroes  e  exigeiicias  do  mercado 
de  caf(‘  nos  Estados  Uuidos  foi  receiitemente  apresentada  ao  Congresso 
Inti‘rna<donal  Coinniercial  de  Pbiladelpbia  e  faz  parte  da  sua  acta  de 
sessao  de  1 1  de  Outubro  de  1899.  O  auctor,  Senhor  A,  Wooi.soN, 
do  Ohio,  Ibrnece  aos  productores  ein  busca  de  mercado  para  sens 
cafes  nmitas  suggestTtes  valiosas,  conforme  se  pode  ver  da  seguinte 
transcrip^*ao : 

()  mercado  americano  de  cafe  e  sem  duvida  alguina  o  melhor  do 
mundo,  pela  simples  razao  que  nos  bebemos  mais  caf6  que  qualquer 
outro  paiz.  De  accordo  com  o  resnmo  estatistico  publicado  este  anno 
pelo  Oov'erno  dos  Estatlos  Unidos  mis  importamos  no  anno  findo  a  ilO 
de  Jiiidio  de  1898,  (),451,tKM)  saccas  de  cate,  on  370,514,4.^5  libras,  su- 
biudo  a  $65,007,631  tomando  o  custo  medio  de  7.4  centavos  por  libra,  o 
que  perfaz  um  consumo  avaliado  em  11.45  libras  por  cabeea. 

Estes  algarismos  indicam  qne  nos  consumimos  (piasi  tanto  cafe  cotho 
a  Allemanlia,  Franca,  Austria,  Belgica,  Tlollanda,  Itnssia,  Inglaterra, 
e  ontros  paizes  combina<los.  Por  isso^  pode-se  i>retender  com  enteira 
segnranya  que  o  mercado  americano  de  cafe  c  o  mais  importante  de 
todos.  fi  de  presumir  que  os  delegados  estrangeiros  desejem  saber 
como  os  negociantes  americanos  se  tornam  jiossnidores  de  tanto  cafe. 
Em  relaeao  a  isto  direi  qne  antes  de  1860  os  commerciantes  a  retalho 
compravam  o  cafe  verde  e  era  elle  torrado  nas  casas  dos  compradores; 
porem  o  genio  inventivo  e  a  pericia  do  mechanieu  americano  aperfei- 
coaraih  os  antigos  processos  de  torrefac(;ao  com  manifesta  vantagem 
dos  consumidores,  e  a  perceiM^ao  d’estas  vantagens  levou  a  construcyao 
de  varies  grandes  estabelecimeutos  de  torrar  cafe.  O  povo  acostumou- 
se  assim  rapidamente  a  comprar  cafe  torrado  em  vez  do  verde,  pois  6 
natural  ao  Americano  descartar-se  de  quejandas  responsabilidades. 

Esta  industria  desenvolveu-se  n’uma  extensao  tal  que  presentemente 
90  i)or  cento  de  todo  o  caf6  iinportado  no  paiz  e  vendido  pelos  commer¬ 
ciantes  ao  consumidor  deimis  de  torrado.  J  leinais  isto  ofterece  real  bene. 
flcio  ao  consumidor  pois  a  torrefac(;ao  e  feita  jmr  individuos  peritos  na 
protissfio,  i)erfeitamente  apparelha<loscom  todas  as  machinas  necessarias 
e  facilidades  do  executar  o  processo  do  qnal  resuitti  um  producto  uni¬ 
forme  e  mais  desejavel.  Alguns  inmcos  lugares  no  Sni  parecem  adberir 
com  a  maxima  tenacidade  ao  consumo  directo  do  oafd  verde,  mas  no 
Norte,  Leste,  e  Oeste  o  cafe  torrado  virtnalmente  monoimliza  o  campo. 

Fi  para  lamentar  que  tanto  do  cafe  imimrtado  contenba  pequenas 
I)edras,  ou  como  mis  as  ehamamos  diamantes  do  Brazil;  isto  obriga  o 
torrefactor  a  separar  por  macbina  estas  snbstancias  estranbas.  A  media 
6  de  quasi  uma  libra  de  pedras  por  sacca,  O  prodnctor  que  mis  manda 
o  cafe  mais  lim|)0  e  recompensado  com  a  cIas.sitica<;ao  mais  alta  e  cou- 
seguiutemeute  melbor  preyo  obtido  pelo  seu  pro<lucto.  Temos  usado 
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ceutenaro.s  de  toueladas  d’essas  pedras  vindas  com  o  cafo  oin  calrar 
nossas  ruas  e  passeios.  Sem  duvida  innitos  productores  i)eiisao  qm*  o 
cafe  misturado  com  pedras  Hies  rende  uiais,  o  que  e  um  erro  pois  o 
caf«*  verde  e  todo  classiticado  jior  peritos  que  collocam  o  cafe  com  pedras 
abaixo  do  cafe  livre  de  imimrezas. 


NOTICIAS  BIliLIOGRAPIIICAS. 

Os  livros  e  folhetos  otferecidos  a  Bibliotheca  cpie  se  referem  a  assump- 
tos  com  relacao  aos  paizes  da  Uiiiao  Internacioiial  das  Kepublicas 
Americanas  se  mencionara  iiesta  seccao.  A  permuta  de  publica^'oes 
com  as  do  Brazil  etfectua-se  por  ineio  do  Smithsonian  Institution, 
Washington,  D.  0.,  que  as  envia  a  Bibliotheca  Nacional  do  Kio  de 
Janeiro. 

O  Senlior  Manoel  de  Oliveira  Lima,  primeiro  secretarioda  Lega^ao 
do  Brazil  em  Washington,  membro  da  Academia  Brazileira  e  de  varies 
estabelecimeiitos  scientiticos,  acaba  de  publicar  uma  interessante  obra 
sob  o  titulo  “Nos  Estados  Unidos:  Impressdes  politicas  e  sociaes.” 
(F.  A.  Brockhaus.  Leipzig,  181)!).)  Esta  obra,  notavel  em  razao  do 
espirito  cosmopolita  e  da  sinceridade  que  transparece  em  cada  uma  das 
suas  ])aginas,  e  talvez  a  mais  interessante  (pie  at^  agora  ha  side  escripta 
jior  um  Sul-Americano  acerca  d’este  jiaiz,  e  denota  a  intelligencia, 
actividade  e  estudo  do  sen  auctor,  o  (pial  nos  poucos  annos  que  conta 
de  residencia  nos  Estados  LTnidos  conseguio  comprehender  perfeita- 
mente  o  caracter  americano  e  o  mechanismo  das  suas  instituiyiles  poli¬ 
ticas  e  sociaes.  A  obra  abrange  524  paginas,  precedidas  de  um  prefacio 
exjilicativo  dos  intuitos  do  livro,  que  sao  tornar  conhecidas  no  Brazil, 
“onde  se  falla  ou  innito  bem  on  muito  mal  dos  Estados  Unidos,”  a 
ditliculdade  dos  problemas  sociaes  e  a  grandeza  das  institui^i'ies  da 
grande  Bepublica  norte-americana. 

Os  onze  capitulos  em  (pie  se  divide  o  livro  teem  as  seguintes  epi- 
graphes:  O  Problema  Negro — Effeitos  da  Immigra<;ao — As  Qualidades 
do  Povo — A  Intluencia  da  Mulher — A  Sociedade — O  Figurino  Poli¬ 
tico — O  Catholicismo  e  a  Edu(ra(;ao — Escriptores  Americanos — Politica 
Externa — Relaimes  do  Brazil  com  os  Ustados  Unidos — Politico  Colonial. 
Ila  inais  um  appendice  contendo  varias  notas  lelativas  a  assumptos 
tratados  no  corpo  do  livro.  Nao  (*  este  o  |»rimeiro  trabalho  publicado 
pelo  Henhor  Oliveira  Lima,  que  Ja  (•  bem  conhecido  pelas  suas  obras 
relativas  ao  Brazil  ou  de  indole  litteraria.  O  aiuttor  estii  preparando 
outro  livro  com  o  titulo  “Idi'-as  Fundainentaes  da  Politica  Norte- Ameri¬ 
cana,”  (pie  deve  .ser  do  maxinio  interesse  a  julgar  pelo  modo  pelo  qual 
se  acha  tratado  o  assumpto  no  livro  “Nos  Estados  Unidos.” 
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RftPUHLlQUE  ARGENTINE. 

RARETE  DES  VAPEURS  POUR  L'EXPORTATION  DES  CEREALES 
ARGENTINES. 

D’apri'S  les  informations  que  M.  le  Consul  de  France,  j\  Cordoba,  a 
adressf'cs  rrceniiueiit  a  son  gouverneinent,  il  existe  actuellement  dans 
les  depots  du  chemin  de  fer  de  Cordoba  a  Bosaris  1,400,000  sacs  de  ble 
oil  de  mais;  dans  ceiix  du  ('entral  Argentin  560,000  sacs;  dans  ceux  de 
Bueno- Aires  et  Rosario  150,(M)0  sacs,  et  dans  ceux  du  chemin  de  fer 
francais  de  Santa-F<;  60,000  sacs,  qui  attendent  leur  expi'*dition  pour 
I’Kurope. 

Si,  a  cette  quantib'*,  on  ajoute  celle  de  8,000  tonnes  dcposces  dans  des 
granges  particulicres  et  deux  fois  autant  dans  les  gares  intermcdiaires 
des  rcseaux  ferrcs,  on  arrive  s\  une  quantitc  approximative  de  400,000 
tonnes  de  c»'*r«'*ale8  qui,  faute  de  voiliers  et  de  vajieurs  disponibles  pour 
leur  embarquement,  encombrent  les  ports  et  les  stations  d’arrivce, 
rendent  difticiles  les  op»'*rations  de  traction  et  d’emmagasinage  et 
retardent  I’arrivce  de  nouveaux  convois  venant  de  l’int<'*rieur.  Les 
transactions  en  sont  incine  paralysces  ou  ne  s’opiTcnt  (pie  dans  des 
conditions  dcsastreuses  pour  les  agriculteurs  pujsque  les  exiiortateurs 
se  refiisent  jI  achetcr  le  grain  aux  prix  courants,  de  craiute  (pie  la 
rareb*  des  navires  ne  se  perin'diie  et  ne  les  empcclie  d-assurer,  avant 
longtemps,  rexpi'-dition  ii  rexb'*rieur  de  leurs  commaiides.  Les  arma- 
leurs,  dft  le  consul,  font  payer  actuellement,  en  moyenne,  27  shillings 
liar  tonne  de  fret,  et  il  est  a  craindre,  ajoiite-t-il,  ipi’a  la  ch'dure  de  la 
n'‘colte  du  mais  ils  dcmanderont  50  shillings,  prix  vraiment  excessif  si 
on  le  compare  si  celui  exigc  jiar  les  chargeurs  opt'rant  en  d’autres  psiys 
et  SI  celui  en  cours  1’anm‘e  dernicre,  si  psireille  cpoipie,  et  (pii  atteiguait 
^i  peine  15  shillings. 
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On  calcule  que  le  transport  des  4(M>,t)0()  tonnes  de  cer^ales  actnelle- 
ment  destinies  ik  Texportation  nk'-cessitera  environ  loO  na vires.  Or, 
dans  le  courant  des  luois  d’aofit,  septeniLre  et  octobre,  il  arrivera  dans 
les  ports  du  Rio  de  la  Plata  IdO  vapeurs  dont  *50  it  70  seulenient  ponr- 
ront  charjier  du  grain.  II  s’ensuit  que  la  procliaine  recolte  de  ble 
surprendra  VArgentine  avec  200,000  tonnes  de  ct'Ti'ales  non  encore 
exportces,  fait  qui  aura  pour  resultat  de  inaintenir  la  cliertc  du  fret  et 
de  grever  les  depenses  du  producteur;  et  il  est  en  eflet  avere  jpie 
I’exportateur  fixe  ses  conditions  d’acliat  suivant  le  prix  plus  ou  nioins 
cleve  du  fret.  Le  Consul  dit  que  cette  rareti*  toujours  oroissante  de 
navires  a  pour  causes:  d’une  i)art  la  diminution  de  I’iniimrtation,  de 
I’autre  les  droits  fiscaux  tres  «*lev«*s  que  i)aient  les  batiinents  dans  les 
I>ort8  argentins,  sous  forme  de  droits  d’ancrage,  de  si'jour,  de  quai,  etc. 

Les  renseignements  ci-dessus  mentionnf's  par  M.  le  Consul  de  France 
I)euvent  servir  d’avertis.sement  utile  aux  armateurs  atm-ricains,  et  iudi- 
quent  ^  leur  activite  un  champ  fructueux  a  exploiter  surtout  les  ann«'‘C8 
de  bonne  recolte  et  memc  de  n'colte  moyenne. 

Le  Consul  de  France  informe  aussi  son  gouvernement  qu’un  syndicat 
comi)os('*  des  vingt  principaux  meuuiers  de  la  jirovince  de  Buenos- Ayres 
s’est  dernierement  constitue,  sous  le  nom  de  “Socieb*  nationale  des 
fabricants  de  farine,’’  et  que  le  president  de  ce  syndicat,  en  reiwuise  i\ 
une  note  que  lui  avait  adressee  le  Miiiistrede  la  Bepubliiiue  Argentine 
an  Bresil,  relativement  ii  la  situation  et  a  Tavenir  du  commerce  <les 
farines  dans  le  pays  de  sa  n'-siileuce,  vieut  de  lui  envoyer  une  lettie 
dans  laquelle  il  lui  signale  ce  qui  suit: 

“Bien  qu’ik  premiere  vue  on  imisse  croire  que,  vu  la  i)lus  grande  <lis- 
tance  qu’ont  a-  parcourir  les  batiinents  qui  transportent  au  Bresil  les 
fariues  de  TAineriiiue  du  Xord,  nous  possedions,  en  faveur  des  ndtres, 
uu  avantage  en  ce  qui  concerne  le  cout  du  fret,  il  n’en  est  pas  ainsi 
pourtant,  puisque  nos  rivaux  envoient  bien  souvent  leur  marchandise 
par  voiliers  et  en  payant  un  fret  tres  bas,  tandis  qu’ici,  par  suite  de  la 
grande  abondanoe  des  produits  d’exportation  et  la  raret«'“  de^  navires, 
nous  devons  payer  un  fret  trop  eleve.” 

Ainsi  que  le  dt'-montre  la  lettre  ci-dessus.  les  armateurs  americains 
auraient  une  autre  occasion  d’etendre  leurs  op('*rations  sur  le  fret  il 
destination  du  Bresil,  notamment  les  farines. 


HRfiSIL. 

OISEMENTS  MONAZIFiSRES. 

Bahia. — Des  gisements  monazifi'res  d’unc  grande  importance  viennent 
d’etre  decouverts  a  Bahia  dans  la  proprieb*  de  Mr.  Bassos  tils,  depute 
decetEtat;  on  les  croit  plus  riches  en  metaux  rares  que  les  fameux 
sables  de  Prado  explores  t^alement  de  Bahia.  Diverses  analyses 
d’echantillons  out  ete  faites,  et  d'un  kilng.  de  miuerai  il  etc  a  retire:  140 
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gn'ammes  d’oxalate  de  corium,  .30,5  graninies  de  sulfate  de  thorium,  120 
gr.iinmes  d’oxalate  de  ziucornium,  9.5  grammes  de  corbonatede  cerium, 
20  grammes  de  fer  et  420  grammes  de  micalinc,  de  chaux  et  d’argile. 

IMPORTATIONS  DE  POMMES  DE  TERRE  ET  DE  LEGUMES  AU 

BRESIL. 

La  legation  de  Belgique  au  Bresil  vient  d’ecrire  A  son  gouvernement 
que  I’apparition  de  la  iMiste  A  Porto  a  rendu  impossible  I’importatioii 
au  Bn'-sil  de  certains  articles,  tels  que  les  [(ommes  de  terre,  les  oignons, 
les  fruits,  les  conserves  alimentaires,  etc.,  que  le  Portugal  exp^diait 
aui)aravant  eii  tres  grandes  quautiU'S  dans  ce  pays.  Pour  la  iminme 
de  terre,  le  prix  A  Rio  de  .laneiro  a  augmente  r<*cemment  de  50  pour 
cent  (15  milreis  au  lieu  de  10),  et  le  moment  semble  favorable  i)our  les 
eximrtateurs  des  Etats-Unis  pour  chercher  A  placer  ces  articles  sur  le 
marclie  du  Brf^sil. 

Eu  1898,  les  exportations  de  pommes  de  terre  de  Belgique  se  sont 
clev»'‘es  A  156,823,404  kilogrammes,  dont  345,6.50  kilogrammes  ont  et6 
expcdh'-s  au  Bresil. 

11  rcsulte,  d’autre  part,  d’une  communication  du  Consul  de  France  A 
Bahia,  que  la  situation  est  la  meme  dans  cette  ville  et  qu’il  y  a  lieu  de 
croire  (pi’eUe  durera  encore  quelque  temps. 

Les  principales  maisous  de  la  place  de  Bahia  se  liv'rant  A  I'importa- 
tion  des  pommes  de  terre,  aulx,  oignoius,  fruits,  consferves  alimentaires, 
huiles  et  vins,  sont  les  suivantes:  Conde  Filho  &  CiB.;  Bernardo 
Lopes  &  Cie.;  Motta  Silva  &  Cie.;  Silva  &  Cie.;  Fortunato 
PiNiio  Avelar  &  Cie.;  Castillo  Branco  Ferreira;  Matheus  dos 
Santos,  &  Cie. 


CHILI. 

LE  PORT  DE  PUNTA  ARENAS. 

“Le  Moniteur  Otliciel  du  Commerce”  du28  septembre  1899  publieun 
article  tres  intcressant  sur  les  conditions  presentes  et  futures  de 
Punta  Arenas  qui  peut-ctre  rangee  parmi  les  villes  de  I’Amcrique  du 
Slid  qui  sed^veloppeut  avec  une  rapidite  presque  phthiomcMiale.  II  y  a 
lM*u  d’annees,  Punta  Arenas  etait  tout  bouuement  un  petit  village  avec 
qnelques  pauvres  maisons;  A  present,  il  est  en  train  de  devenir  une 
grande  ville  avec  des  edifices  splendides,  de  larges  rues  (jclairees  A 
I’electricite  et  presentaut  uu  aspect  general  florissant.  En  outre  des 
con.structions  spacieuses  on  se  trouvent  des  clubs  et  les  administra¬ 
tions  publiques,  on  y  a  bati  recemment  nn  theatre  qui  ^gale  en  dimen¬ 
sions  et  en  elegance  ceux  de  Santiago  et  de  Valparaiso. 

Le  territoire  de  Magellan,  qui  a  pres  de  200  kilometres  carres,  abonde 
de  toutes  espwjes  de  richesses  agricoles  et  le  stock  du  betail  s’accroit 
remarquablemeut  chaque  annec.  11  existe  A  Punta  Arenas  uu  grand 
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marclie  pour  les  commer^ants  en  laine,  peaux,  bo‘uf  (salt*  et  sec),  graisse 
et  suif.  On  estime  qu’il  y  a  dans  ce  territoire  de  (50,000  si  100, (MM)  tt‘tes 
de  Wtail,  de  la  valeur  de  30  shillings  ;i  2  livres  sterling  par  t»‘ te  ijne  Ton 
jieut  envoyer  en  Europe  ou  utiliser  dans  les  iisines  de  viande  conservee 
etablies  dans  le  district.  A  Punta  Delgada,  Waldron  et  Wood  ont 
deja  fonde  un  <5tablissement  de  ce  genre  qui  niai’che  tres  bien.  11 
y  aurait  egaleraent  de  bonnes  aO'aires  pour  la  tannerie. 

On  estime  que  I’annee  derniere  on  a  exporte  de  Punta  Arenas  des 
peaux  de  vache  et  de  banif  pour  pres  de  2(M(,(KM)  dolhirs;  il  y  a  egale- 
ineiit  eu  une  exportation  considerable  de  peaux  de  inouton.  Si  ce  dis¬ 
trict  continue  s'l  se  develojiper  dans  les  nieines  proportions  que  les 
derni^res  annees,  le  Chili  prendra  bientot  rang  panni  les  plus  grands 
liroducteurs  de  laine  du  inonde.  De  noinbreux  steamers  appartenant 
aux  lignes  europeennes  font  escale  inensuelleinent  I'l  Punta  Arenas  et  le 
Gouvernement  chilien,  en  vue  de  faire  face  aux  m'*cessites  de  ce  iiort, 
inaugurera  sous  pen,  entre  Valparaiso  et  Punta  Arenas,  un  service  imur 
voyageurs  et  niarehandises  avec  les  deux  transiiorts  Caneua  et  Anya- 
mos.  X  jiresent  les  alleinands  occupeiit  la  premiere  place  pour  le 
commerce  dans  ce  port,  qui  merite  ratteiition  des  autres  nations. 

PROJBT  DB  CONSTRUCTION  DUN  BASSIN  DANS  LB  PORT  DB 

VALPARAISO. 

Le  Consul  de  France  a  Valparaiso  a  fait  connaitre  a  son  Gouverne¬ 
ment  que  les  dernieres  temiM’tes  ont  detruit  en  grande  i)artio  les  quais 
du  port  de  cette  ville  et  rendu  m'-cessaire  la  construction  d’un  bassin. 

Un  exemplaire  (texte  espagnol)  du  projet  presentf*  A  cet  eflet  au 
Gouvernement  chilien  par  la  Compagnie  des  docks  Hottants,  est  deimse 
A  “I’tJfflce  national  du  commerce  exterieur,”  3,  rue  Feydeau  (Paris),  on 
les  iut«'*resscs  pourront  en  prendre  connaissance  tons  les  jours  non 
f(*ri(*8,  de  10  heures  A  midi  et  de  2  heures  A  5  heures. 


BAITS  DIVBRS. 

Une  compagnie  anonyme  au  capital  de  $4,0(M),()0()  est  en  formation 
pouretablir  A  Medellin  une  importante  fabrique  de  tissus  de  coton. 

11  n'‘8ulte  d’un  rapjiort  adresse  au  Ministre  de  I’interieur  de  cette 
Rcpublique,  par  la  Direction  de  la  statistiipie  nationalede  ce  meme  pays, 
que  les  exiMjrtations  par  les  ports  colombiens  au  cours  de  I’anm-e  1898 
se  sont  (‘levies  A  $19,735,7;i3.84  or,  et  les  importations  A  $11, 340. 028. 12 
or.  La  balance  commerciale  pour  ladite  annee  se  solde  done  par  une 
somme  de  $8,389,705.72  or,  en  faveur  de  la  Colombie. 
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GUATE^IALA. 

DROITS  DE  REEMBARQUEMENT  DES  MARCHANDISES  ETRAN- 

OtRES. 

Uii  am*te  du  President  de  la  Kepublique  de  (iruateuala  eii  date  du 
d  septeiubre  ISbO,  dispose,  (ja’a  compter  du  ineiiie  jour,  on  percevra 
dans  les  douanes  des  ports  de  la  Kepublique  deux  pesos  par  kilogramme 
de  poids  brut  pour  droits  de  reembarquement  sur  les  maicliandises 
etrangeres.  Ant»*rieurement,  la  taxe  de  reembarquement  etait  seule- 
ineiit  de  1  peso  par  50  kilog.  de  inarcbaudises,  poids  brut. 


HAITI. 

PERSPECTIVES  AORICOLES  ET  COMMERCIALES. 

Le  futur  developpement  d’Hai'ti,  d’apres  les  conditions  existantes,  a 
forun*  le  sujet  du  discours  que  M.  J.  Nicolas,  Consul-General  de  la 
Kepubli(pie  d’Haiti  a  New  York,  a  prononce  devant  le  Congres  Com¬ 
mercial  International  a  Pliiladelpliie.  Ce  fonctionnaire  a  donne  de 
nombreux  details  tres  interessants  sur  les  i)rogres  intellectuels  et  poli- 
tiques  de  ce  pays  qui  indiquent  le  cai  actere  energique  de  cette  Kepu¬ 
blique  et  a  exprime  le  desir  prtklominant  des  habitants  de  resserrer  plus 
etroitement  les  liens  d’amitn*  qui  les  unissent  an  peuple  des  £)tats- 
Unis. 

Pn  parlant  de  la  ]»erspective  agricole  et  commerciale,  ce  fonction- 
naire  s’exprime  ainsi : 

*  «**•*« 

“Les  principaux  articles  eximrtt^s  d’Hai'ti  sont:  le  cafe,  le  ca<*ao,  le 
bois  de^campeche,  le  bois  d’acajou,  le  bois  jaune,  le  coton,  la  cire, 
le  miel,  les  i)eaux  et  les  cuirs,  le  bois  de  gaiac,  la  gomme  de  ga'iac,  les 
coquillages  de  iner,  les  ecailles  de  tortue,  les  ecorces  d’orange,  le  gin- 
gend)re,  le  rhum,  etc. 

“  La  depreciation  du  prix  courant  du  cafe  a  affecte  Ha'iti  de  meme 
que  les  autres  pays  (jui  produisent  le  cafe.  C’est  pour  cette  raison,  due 
a  Texces  de  i)roduction,  que  Ha'iti  a  commence  a  donner  une  nouvelle 
impulsion  a  son  agriculture  en  lan^'ant  I’industrie  sncriere,  la  culture 
du  tabac,  celles  du  ricin  et  du  coton,  toutes  sur  une  assez  vaste  echelle. 

“Malgn*  la  grande  consommation  du  pays,  Haiti  exporte  annuelle- 
ment  de  70,000,000  si  86, (MR), 000  livres  de  cafi'*,  et  atiu  de  soutenir  avan- 
tageusement  la  concurrence  *des  autres  marches  productifs  et  surtout 
IKUir  maintenir  la  place  que  son  caf*'*  a  toujours  occupee  sur  les  marches 
euroiM^ens  oil  il  est  jirefere  si,  cause  de  son  parfum  et  de  son  gout 
exipiis,  le  Gouvernement  a  encourage  I’etablissement  de  maidiines  pour 
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iiettoyer  et  le  preparer  propreinent  pour  Texploitatiou.  Les  machines 
out  ete  acliet<*es  pour  la  plupart  aux  fitats-Unis.  II  existe  cepemlaut 
encore  un  champ  ouvert  pour  de  nouvelles  demandes  de  machines, 
demandes  qui  deviendront  de  plus  en  plus  nombreuses  au  fur  et  a 
mesure  que  la  concurrence  deviendra  de  plus  en  plus  active. 

*  *  «  *  *  *  « 

“En  prenant  rauui'e  189;i  comme  moyenne,  le  total  du  commerce  exb'*- 
rieur  d’llaiti  s’est  monte  ii  $19,770,807.91,  les  eximrtations  figurant  pour 
$12,103,059  et  les  importations  pour  $7,007,817,  sans  compter  I’importa- 
tion  spccifique  de  $1,131,235  en  or  amcricain. 

“Pour  se  faire  uue  idee  de  l’imi)ortance  du  developpement  du  com¬ 
merce  de  Haiti  avec  les  Etats-Unis,  il  faut  remar(iuer<iuerimportatiou 
des  produits  amcricains  est  plus  grande  (pie  toutes  les  importations 
jennies  de  France,  d’Angleterre  et  irAllemagne. 

*««*«#» 

“En  1872  les  importations  des  Etats-Unis  s’elevaient  a  $2,487,210; 
en  1893  elles  se  montaieut  ii  $5,389,109.05.  On  peut  ainsi  voir  que  les 
importations  des  Etats-Unis  out  ])resque  triple  en  vingt  et  un  aus,  une 
preuve  convaincante  que  le  commerce  avec  les  Etats-Unis  a  augmente 
consid^'rablement.  Ce  dcveIo])pement  augmentera  au  fur  et  a  mesure 
que  Haiti  construira  des  chemins  de  fer  (jui  lui  permettront  de  faire 
connaitre  et  d’exploiter  les  ressources  des  localiti'-s  les  plus  cloignees. 

“  C’est  aux  Etats-Unis  (pie  les  rails  et  les  locomotives  pour  le  chemiu 
de  fer  du  Cap  Ilaitien  out  (‘ti*  achete'-es;  e’est  aussi  la  (pie  cette  Republi- 
(]ue  s’est  procur(*e  tout  le  mati*riel  pour  les  tramways  de  Port-au-Prince 
et  de  Aux  Cayes;  e’est'aussi  aux  Etats-Unis  que  M.  B.  Prophete, 
concession naire  du  nouveau  chemiu  de  fer  a  I’intention  de  .s’adresser 
pour  ses  inati'-riaux,  et  c’est  la  (pie  le  Gouvernenient  d’Haiti  a  acheb* 
ses  pouts  et  le  mab'-riel  pour  ses  fonderies  et  son  bassin  5  radoub  a 
Port  au  Prince. 

“  Pendant  les  trois  auin'-es  qui  vienneut  de  a’('*couler,  la  iiroductioii 
du  cacao  et  du  cotou  a  doubh*. 

««*«•#« 

“  En  dehors  de  la  culture  du  tabac  et  de  I’industrie  sucriere  qui, 
comme  il  a  (‘b*  (l(*ja  dit  plus  haut,  out  ('•bi  reprises  sur  une  vaste  echelle, 
il  existe  dans  le  pays  des  savoiineries,  des  chaudelleries,  des  fabriques 
d’allumettes  et  de  glace,  des  brasseries,  des  fabri(iues  de  verinicelle,  de 
macaroni,  de  faience,  des  briqueteries  et  des  manufactures  de  cigares. 
Les  fabriques  d’alcool  et  de  rhum  sent  plus  particulierement  les  spe- 
cialit4s  des  villes  de  Port-au-Prince  et  de  Aux  Cayes. 

“Des  mines  de  charbon,  de  fer,  de  porphyre,  de  gypse,  de  soufre  et 
d’autres  miu(-raux  ont  di'couvertes  et’on  sait  qu’elles  existent  dans 
les  dilferentes  parties  du  pays.  On  va  bienbU  en  exploiter  une  de  fer 
et  de  gypse.  A  cet  effet,  une  compagnie,  au  capital  de  cinq  millions 
de  dollars  ($5,009,000)  a  i‘t6  n'-cemment  organi8('*e  sY  New-York  et  ses 
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iiigriiieurs  soiit  deja  sur  place  et  a  la  besogne.  On  antici])e  avec  con- 
fiance  que  ces  deux  articles  trouveront  iin  marche  aux  Etats-Unis,  les 
deniaudes  pour  le  fcr  devenant  de  plus  en  plus  iinportantes.  Quant  au 
gypse,  Haiti  a  Tavantage  sur  la  Nouvelle-Ecosse  qui  fournit  cet  article 
aux  Etats-Unis,  eu  ctaiit  capable  de  le  dtdivrer  pendant  toutes  les 
saisons  de  rannce. 

“Haiti  est  en  coininunication  avec  tons  les  i)ay8  civilises  du  inonde 
par  deux  cables  sous-inarins:  I’uu,  le  cable  transatlantique  fran^-ais; 
Tautre,  la  cotnpagnie  du  cable  des  Etats-Unis  et  d’llaiti. 

•  **«*«* 

“  La  question  dc  credit  est  un  obstacle  au  dcveloppement  du  com¬ 
merce  entre  Haiti  et  les  Etats-Unis,  etil  serait  ii  dcsirer  que  Jes  fabri- 
cants  prolongeassent  le  credit  aliu  que  les  acbeteurs  pussent  faire 
profiter  des  memes  i)rivileges  les  niarcliands  d’Haiti. 

“  Les  persounes  qui  out  parcouru  I’Amerique  Centrale  et  les  Antilles, 
vous  dirout  que  les  trois  mois  de  cnklit  (jui  sout  geueralement  accord^s 
par  les  maisons  de  commission  americaiues,  sont  insutfisauts  pour  ces 
pays. 

“Nul  ne  pent  esp«'‘rer  trouver  «lans  ces  pays  I’energie  notable  qui  est 
deployee  a  Chicago  et  a  New  York  dans  les  afiaires.  C’est  pourquoi 
il  .serait  a  dcsirer  que.  comme  en  Europe,  les  maisons  decommission 
accordassent  au  moins  neuf  mois  de  credit  aux  marchands  de  ces  pays. 

“  II  existe  encore  une  autre  defectuosite,  c’est  la  pauciti'  on  le  manque 
d’un  .systeme  d'agiotage  entre  Haiti  et  les  Etats  Unis. 


MEXIQUE. 

LE  COMMERCE  DU  BOIS  DANS  L’ETAT  DE  TABASCO. 

L’Etat  de  Tabasco  est  celui  on  I’exploitatiou  des  bois  precieux  a  pris 
depuis  longtemps  le  plus  d’importance.  Le  terrain  si  fertile  y  produi- 
sait  des  arbres  d’une  gros.seur  extraordinaire,  et  leur  transport  jusqu’ii 
la  nier  etait  fiicile,  grace  au  magnifique  rtkseau  de  cours  d’eau  qui 
sillonne  le  pays.  Mais  I’exploitation,  faite  souvent  d’une  maniere  incon- 
8iderf*e,  a  fini  par  deboiser  les  forets,  au  moins  dans’  leurs  parties 
accessibles,  des  beaux  echantillons  de  cedres  et  d’acajous.  II  n’y  reste 
plus  maintenant  que  des  arbres  de  seconde  qualite,  e’est-ii-dire  de  moins 
de  dix-huit  ponces,  et  les  principaux  exploitants  de  San-Juan-Bautista 
out  du  transporter  leur  iudustrie  au  dela  des  limites  de  Tabasco,  dans 
le  nord  de  Chiapas,  jusqu’au  Guatemala. 

Certaines  maisons  y  out  achetedes  forets  si  I’Etateu  toute  propriett^, 
d'autres  ont  conclu  sivec  lui  des  contrats  en  vertu  desciuels  elles  ont 
acquis  le  droit  exclusif,  durant  un  temps  determine,  d'abattre  les 
cedres  et  acajous  dans  les  regions  dont  la  concession  leur  est  donn^e. 
Ce  contrat  donne  aux  concessionnaires  le  droit  de  coiqser  les  cedres  et 
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acajous  ayaiit  au  inoiiis  (k*ux  metres  tie  circontcreiice  a  la  base,  tl’ex- 
ploiter  les  arbres  a  caoutchouc,  aiusi  que  les  autres  {jomines  ct  rcsiues. 
La  retlevaiic*  est  truiie  demi  piastre  par  cedre  ou  acajou,  tie  24  juas- 
tres  par  tonne  de  caoutchouc  et  tie  IS  piastres  i»ar  ttuine  tie  chicle. 
L’exi)loitaut  i)eut  aussi  tdever  tlu  b»'*tail  dans  sa  concession,  moyenuant 
une  retlevance  annuelle  tie  50  centavos  par  tete. 

Mr.  Martin,  un  llelge,  tHabli  a  San  Juan-Hautista,  vieiit  trobtenir 
decette  manicre  tie  trcsbelles  forcts  sur  unties  atlluents  tie  rilsuinacintiv. 

L’exploitation  des  bois  prt'*cieux  a  done,  comme  on  le  voit,  reinontc  les 
rivieres  et  se  troiive  inaintenaiit  a  pres  tie  500  kilometres  tie  Icur  em¬ 
bouchure,  dans  la  region  du  nortl  de  Chiapas  et  mcme  au  Guatemala. 
On  y  trouve  des  arbres  cnormes.  Le  Consul  tie  Belgitpie  t'-crit  qu’on 
lui  a  moiitrc  <!1  pieces  de  bois  tl’acajou  cquarri  qui  representaient  en¬ 
semble  un  poids  total  tie  140  tonnes. 

Les  exploitants  font  en  ce  moment  de  beaux  benefices.  La  tonne  tie 
bois  d’acajou  tVjuarri  sur  le  haut  Usumatdnta  leur  revient,  rendue  a  la 
mer,  tv  18  piastres,  et  les  prix  tie  vente  stmt:  00  piastres  pour  la  1*™ 
qualite,  35  pour  la  2*'"'‘  qualitt'-,  e'est-a-dire  imur  les  bois  tie  moius  tie  18 
pouces,  22  ]»our  la  tjualite,  e’est-a-dire  de  moius  tie  14  pt)uces. 

L’abatage  se  fait  par  entreitnse.  L’ouvricr  re(;oit  0  piastres  par 
tonne  tie  bois  abattu  et  etjuarri.  II  jteut  arriver  tie  cette  fa^*on  a 
gagiier  li  piastre  jiar  jour.  Une  fois  equarries,  les  pieces  de  bt)is  sont 
jetees  a  la  riviere  et  on  laisse  au  courant  le  soiii  tie  les  amener  jusqu’i 
nil  certain  point,  oil  chaque  proprietaire  repeche  les  bois  portant  sa 
martiue.  On  en  fait  ties  ratleaux  tpii  descendent  le  fleuve  jusqu’au  iwrt 
dVmbartiuement,  a  Frontera  ou  a  CarmcMi.  Sur  certaines  rivieres,  il 
faut  des  mois.entiers  pour  tjne  le  courant  amene  le  bois  a  Tendroit  oil 
les  ratleaux  sont  formes.  C’est  aussi  a  cause  de  ce  mode  de  transport 
que  I’exiKirtatiou  se  trouve  souvent  interrompue  durant  la  saison  seche. 

II  serait  diflicile  maintenaut  d’actiuerir  tie  I’Etat,  dans  de  bonnes 
conditions,  des  forcts  riches  en  bois  precieux.  Les  maisons  de  San- 
Juan-Batista  out  actpxis  en  jiroprictt'*  ou  en  location  toutes  les  parties 
bieu  situees  le  long  ties  cours  d’eau.  Les  forcts  ent;ore  dispouibles  sont 
situees  derriere  ces  bantles  de  terrains  deja  alienes  tpii  s’etendeut  sur 
les  deux  e,otes  des  rivieres,  et  alors  les  frais  tie  transport  deviennent 
trop  glands  'pour  qu’ou  puisse  actuellement  faire  I’exploitation  avec 
beiietice. 

II  existe  aussi  de  maguitiques  forets  plus  au  sutl,  dans  I’Etat  tie  Chia¬ 
pas,  mais  elles  ne  sont  pas  traversces  par  des  cours  tl’eau,  de  sorte 
qu’il  ne  sera  possible  de  les  mettre  en  valeur  qu’en  y  construisaut  ties 
chemins  tie  fer.  Les  personnes  tpii  df'sireraient  eutrepreudre  I’exploi¬ 
tation  des  forets  pourraient  s’en  faire  ceder  directemeut  par  les  parti- 
cnliers.  En  ce  moment,  une  maisou  importante  de  San-Juan -Batista 
esten  negociatious  ])our  veudre  d’enormes  iitentlues  moyennaut  40(f,000 
piastres  a  une  compagnie  qui  s’est  coustituee  pour  les  exploiter. 

Dans  I’l-ltat  de  Tabasco  meme,  les  forets  out  et6  ecremees;  les  gros 
arbres  d’acajou  out  disparu.  Toutefois,  il  en  reste,  d’excellente  qualite, 
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quoiqiie  de  petite  diiiieiisioii,  sur  tout  le  littoral  entre  Coatzacoalcos  et 
Fntntera.  On  les  expedie  par  les  i)etits  jwrts  de  Toiiala,  Santa  Ana 
el  Chiltepee.  Quant  an  bois  de  teiuture,  il  eu  existe  encore  de  grandes 
qiiantites.  Cest  d’aillenrs  un  bois  qui  repousse  eu  une  <iuinzaine 
d’annces,  tandis  qii^ine  Ibret  d’acajou  est  I’teuvre  des  siecles.  La  mai- 
son  Valenzuela  possede  de  grandes  forets  de  bois  de  camijccbe  daus  le 
district  d’Usumacinta. 

L’exploitation  totale  de  Tabasco,  en  y  comprenant  celle  du  Nord  de 
Chiapas  et  de  (|uehiues  parties  du  Guatemala,  voisines  de  la  froutiere, 
s’eleve  anuullement  A  environ  24,000  tonnes  de  bois  d’cbenisterie  et 
r>0,(K)0  tonnes  de  bois  de  teinture.  Les  expeditions  se  font  par  Frontera 
et  Carmen. 

Voici  les  noms  des  principales  maisons  de  San  .Iiian-Batista  exploi- 
tant  les  bois  de  ccdre  et  d’acajou  avec  le  chitfre  de  leurs  exportations 
en  1808:  lU’LNES  ET  CiE.,  r»,600  tonnes;  Komano  et  Cie, successeurs, 
4,800  tonnes,  presijiie  tout  en  destination  pour  New- York;  Valenzuela, 
2,(M)0  tonnes  d’acajou  et  3,000  tonnes  de  bois  de  teinture;  the  Guate¬ 
malan  and  IMexican  Mahogany  Export  Company,  4,000  tonnes,  Mab 
TIN  ET  CiE.  Ces  maisons  posscdent  des  ctendues  tbiormes  de  forets 
au  delA  de  la  froutiere  de  Tabasco.  La  maison  Bulnes  a  acquis,  en 
1881, 120,000  hectares  dans  I’fitat  de  Chiapas  sur  un  affluent  de  I’Usu- 
macinta,  au  prix  de  50  centavos  seulemeut  I’hectare.  On  n’exploite 
dans  ces  forets  (pie  I’aeajou  et  le  cedre,  mais  elles  renferment  d’autres 
esseuces  en  abondance.  Dans  la  collection  que  la  maison  Romano  se 
disiMise  a  envoyer  a  I’Exposition  universelle  de  Paris,  se  trouveut  des 
(“chantillons  de  bois  extraordinaires  (lui  auraient  une  grande  valeur 
pour  I’vbenisterie  de  luxe.  Ces  bois  ne  sont  pas  dans  le  commerce, 
certains  d’entre  eux  ne  se  rencontrent  que  dans  la  moutagne ;  leur 
transport  jusqu’i'i  la  riviere  est  trop  dispendieux.  D’autres  out  un 
jioids  spt'cifique  sui)4rieure  i\  celui  de  I’eau,  de  sorte  qu’il  n’y  a  pas 
inoyen  de  les  diriger  vers  la  mer  eu  les  contiaut  an  coiirant  des  rivieres. 

LTNDUSTRIE  DES  TISSUS  DANS  LA  REPUBLIQUE. 

D’apres  les  tableaux  qui  ont  etedre8S(*s  en  vue  de  la  iierception  des 
i inputs  sur  la  filature  et  les  tissus  de  coton,  durant  la  derniere  annee 
liscale,  il  y  a  eu  au  Mexique  125  filatures,  fabriques  de  tissus  et  d’impres- 
sions.  Ces  fabriipies  comptent  491,443  broches  et  14,769  mi'tiers ;  23,731 
ouvriers  y  travailleut.  Elles  ont  consomme*,  du  I**’  juillet  1898  au  30 
juin  1899,  13,071,130  kilogrammes  de  coton;  elles  outprodnit  .5,376,882 
pieces  de  tissus  divers  et  966,711  kilogrammes  de  tilasse.  La  valeur 
de  ces  articles  est  de  14,963,299  piastres. 

L’industrie  des  manufactures  de  coton  parait  etre  actnellement  une 
des  industries  les  plus  prosp^res  de  la  R(‘publique.  Il  parait  que  plu- 
sieurs  factoreries  font  des  dividendes  de  40  pour  cent  I’an  et  que  prati- 
(fuement  il  n'y  a  pas  de  concurrence,  la  production  ctant  de  loin 
inferieure  a  la  demande  interieure. 

Lull.  No.  5 - 1.3 
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PAITS  DIVERS. 

Le  vapeur  Seneca  de  la  ligne  “Ward”  est  parti  rrcemiuent  de 
Vera-Cruz  pour  la  Ilavaiie  et  autres  ports  cnbains  avec  uii  tros  impor¬ 
tant  chargement  compose  en  majeure  partie  de  cafe  provenant  «le  Oaxaca 
et  de  Coatepec;  de  tabac  provenaut  du  canton  de  Tuxila  et  d’une  grande 
quantite  d’ceufs.  L’exportation  du  betail  du  Mexiciue  ii  Cuba  continue 
sur  une  vaste  <5clielle.  Elle  s’ettectue  it  bord  devastesbatimeuts  ame- 
nages  d’une  faeon  speciale. 

MM.  Lions  Mres  et  Adrien  Keynaud  vienuent  de  monter  pres 
d’Atlixco,  Etat  de  Puebla,  une  grande  fabrique  de  cotonnades.  Cette 
nouvelle  fabrique  est  situee  a  trois  kilometres  environ  de  la  petite  ville 
d’Atlixco  ‘X  laquelle  elle  est  reli»'*e  par  une  ligne  de  tramways  que  Ton  a 
precis^ment  inauguree  le  meme  jour.  Les  batimeuts  tout  neufs,  sont 
vastes  et  largemeut  acres,  toute  la  fabriijue  est  eclairee  X  I’^lectricitt*  et 
elle  est  dotee  de  machines,  pour  la  plupart  fran^aises,  du  dernier 
modele.  Pr^s  de  cinq  cents  person  nes  y  seront  occupees  toute  I’annee. 


NICARAGUA. 

ACQUISITION  D  UN  NOUVEAU  NAVIRE  DE  GUERRE. 

“Le  Nouveau  Monde”  du  7  octobre  1890  contient  un  entrefllet 
annonyant  que  le  gouvernement  de  la  lt<'‘publi(iue  du  Nicaragua  a  fait 
I’acquisition  d’un  nouveau  uavire  de  guerre  (jui  a  <*te  baptise  Osorno. 
Le  meme  entrelilet  dit  aussi  que  receinment  le  Pri*sident  Zolaya  a  eu, 
dans  le  Oolfe  de  Fonseca,  une  entrevue  avec  le  President  du  Honduras, 
M.  Sierra,  et  qu’il  y  a  lieu  de  considerer  cette  entrevue  comme  une 
ratification  des  liens  trateruels  qui  uuisseut  deja  les  deux  republi<{ues 
voisines. 


P£R0U. 

DEMANDE  DE  CATALOGUES  D'AFPAREILS  ilLECTRIQUES. 

Le  Miuistre  de  Frauce  a  Li  na  a  inform^  recemmeut  sou  gouverne- 
meut  que  plusieurs  ingenieurs  ot  mecanicieuselectricieus  fran^'ais,  domi- 
cilies  au  P^rou,  out  sollicite  I’intervention  de  la  Legation  fran^aise,  en 
vue  d’obtenir  des  catalogues  relatifs  aux  articles  de  leur  sp«*cialit«*. 
Ces  demaudes  visent  specialement :  Materiel  <l’eclairage,  lils,  cordons 
flexibles,  douilles,  lami)es,  generateurs  ])our  la  transmission  de  la  force 
41ectrique,  appareils  de  tel^grapbie,  tt'dephonie,  etc. 

Ce  fonctiounaire  ecrit  aussi  que  des  catalogues  de  uiacbiiies-outils  ^ 
travailler  le  bois  sont  demandes  il  Lima. 
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AFFAIRBS  INTERIEURES. 

Le  Recneil  Consulaire  du  Royauine  de  Belgique  ])Our  I’aniiee  1S99 
contieiit  un  raiqH)rt  tres  detaille  sur  les  attaires  iuterieure-s  de  la  Repu- 
blique  IVruvienne  que  M.  C.  Renoz,  Consul  de  Belgi(iue  si  Lima,  a  fait 
parvenir  ;i  son  gouvernement,  le  27  octobre  1898.  Ce  fonctionnaire 
^■(•rit,  au  sujet  de  la  Loi  du  timbre  eu  vigueur  au  Perou,  qu’il  y  a  deux 
espi'ces  de  timbre ;  les  timbres  fixes  ou  papier  timbre,  et  les  timbres 
ad hiisifs.  I..e8  uns  et  les  autres  sont  emis  tons  les  deux  ans  et  ue  peuvent 
I'tre  employes  que  pendant  le  eours  des  deux  annees  iiour  lesquelles  ils 
ont  eti‘  crees.  Le  papier  timbre  ue  s’emploie  que  pour  les  actes  ofliciels 
ou  judiciaires  et  les  timbres  adhesifs  pour  les  transsudions  commerciales. 

Les  timbres  actuellement  en  usage  sont  de  cinq  valeurs  differentes, 
savoir:  5  sols,  1  sol,  25  centavos,  10  centavo.s,  et  2  centavos. 

I’our  Tapplication  de  la  taxe,  on  suit  les  regies  suivsintes: 

Cliaque  exemplaire  du  manifesto  d’uu  navire  si  voile  ou  j\  vapour, 
venant  de  I’f^tranger,  sans  itim*raire  fixe,  doit  etre  revetu  d’un  timbre 
de  5  sols.  Cette  taxe  n’est  que  2  sols  au  lieu  de  5  pour  les  navires  ^ 
itin«*raire  fixe  et  qui  font  eseale  dans  plusieurs  ports  peruviens.  Pour 
les  navires  qui  arrivent  sur  I’est,  elle  est  reduite  d  1  sol. 

Les  lettres  de  change,  tirees  de  I’etcanger,  doivent  etre  revetues  des 
timbres  ndcessaires,  soit  au  moment  de  I’acceptation,  soit  au  premier 
endossemeut  dans  le  pays,  soit  au  moment  du  paiement. 

Les  lettres  de  credit  sont  exemptes  de  rimjM'it  du  timbre. 

Les  cheques  sur  les  banques  ne  portent  qu’un  timbre  de  2  eentavos, 
quel  (jue  soit  le  montant  de  la  somme  qu’ils  iepre.sentent.  Toute 
infrac,tion  a  la  loi  est  punie  d'une  amende  de  quatre  fois  la  valeur  des 
timbres  omis.  Cette  peine  est  appli<iuee  a  celui  qui  a  accepte  le  docu¬ 
ment,  aussi  bien  quM  celui  qui  I'a  ^mis.  Le  fisc  peryoit  done,  en  ce  cas, 
huit  fois  la  taxe  ordinaire. 

Le  Consul  donne  une  description  graphique  des  efforts  faits  par  le 
gouvernement  4  fin  d’etablir  un  complet  changement  de  systeme  moue- 
taire  et  cite  les  lois  du  11  et  du  29  decembre  qui  prescrivent  que  les 
droits  de  douane  seront  payes  eu  livres  sterling,  si  raison  d’une  livre 
sterling  pour  10  sols  fixes  par  le  tarif  douaiiier. 

Les  lignes  telegraphiques  du  Perou  s’etendent  graduellemeiit  et 
sitteiguent  aujourd’hui  une  longueur  totale  de  3, (MM)  kilometres  et  les 
rsipports  jiour  les  annees  1890  et  1897  montrent  une  augmentation  de 
reeettes  et  une  r»-duction  de  depenses.  M.  le  (_'onsul  Renoz  considere 
(pi’il  faut  chercher  la  cause  du  pen  de  mouvement  des  lignes  t^legra- 
phiqiies  dans  rtdevation  du  tarif.  La  taxe  est,  en  ettet,  ]»our  tous  les 
imiiits  du  territoire  indistiuctivement,  de  40  centavos  par  depeche  ne 
depassant  pas  dix  mots,  y  compris  I’adresse  et  la  signature.  Au-dessus 
de  ce  nombre,  chsKiue  mot  supplementaire  cohte  4  centavos.  Les  trop 
fn-spientes  interruptions  du  servie,e  ont  egalement  une  influence 
facheuse  sur  les  reeettes.  Les  {loteaux,  qui  sont  eu  bois,  imurrissent 
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et  tombent;  les  fils,  en  fer  galvaiiisr,  s'oxydent  rapidement  et  se 
briseiit,  priiicii)alenieut  sur  la  cote,  d’oii  des  iuterinitt»Mice.s  de  recettes 
et  des  sources  contiuuelles  de  d«'-peii8cs.  I’oiir  assurer  iiii  service 
stable,  il  taudrait  avoir  des  poteaux  en  fer  et  des  tils  eii  bronze 
pliosplioreux. 

Le  tarif  i>ostal  iM-ruvien,  i)our  la  corresiM)ndance  en  destination  »le  ' 
retranger,  a  encore  et4'*  augmente  depuis  le  1*'' Janvier  181)8.  D’apres 
la  statistitiue  peruvienne,  le  mouvement  gen<?ral  des  i)ostes  a  et6  de 
7,174,857  pii'ces  en  189)!  et  de  12,7(50,771  pieces  en  1897,  soit  pres  de  78 
IKUir  cent  de  i)lus  que  I’annee  i)rec«'*dente. 

Parini  les  voies  de  coinuiunication  dont  l\'‘tabli88ement  se  iKnirsuit 
actuelleuient,  il  taut  citer  la  route  <'entrale  ou  du  IMcbis. 

L’imp«'‘rieuse  n('*ces8ite  iretablir  uiie  voie  terrestre  entre  la  capitale 
du  pays  et  la  region  basse  de  Montana,  porta  le  gouvernement  in'*ru- 
vien,  il  y  a  une  couple  d’aunees,  jY  ouvrir  une  artere  Jusqu’a  un  point 
navigable  d'un  des  prineipaux  affluents  de  rAnia/.one.  Il  existait  dej:i 
:i  cette epoque,  ii  partir  de  la  Oroya,  un  eheniin  passant  par  larina  et 
traversant  toute  la  vallee  du  Cbanchaniayo  jusqu’sY  un  point  nonini)'> 
San-Luis  de  Sbuaro.  Il  convenait,  cvideininent  de  probter  de  ce  qni 
etait  deja  fait;  seulement,  la  principale  difficulte  consistait  a  cboisir 
une  riviere  qni  permit  rcellement  de  de.scendre  ensuite  par  ean,  sans 
encoinbre  et  en  toute  saison,  jusiju’a  reuiboucbure  de  I’Amazone.  Les 
avis,  a  cetegard,  etaient  tres  ditlerents.  Les  iug<'*nienrs  du  gonverne- 
luent  recoinmandaient  le  Picbis;  d’autres,  (jui  avaient  aussi  fait  des 
explorations  dans  ce  dedale  de  cours  d’eau,  pretendaient  (pi’il  existait 
des  rivieres,  entre  autres  le  Mayro,  beaueoup  plus  propices  j\  la  r«'-alisa- 
tion  du  projet.' 

Finaleuieiit,  apres  la  victorieuse  demonstration  de  la  navigabilite  du 
Picbis,  faite  par  un  petit  bateau  a  vapeur  qui  remonta  lecourant  dejttns 
bpiitos  jusquVi  la  riviere  susdite,  ce  fut  la  route  du  Picbis  <pii  I’emporta, 
et  les  travaux  commencerent.  On  a  dcqa  termine  145  kiloim'-tres  dans 
la  direction  de  la  riviere  et  on  calcule  qu’il  n’en  reste  plus  (prune  tren- 
taine  a  faire  pour  arriver  au  point  terminus  de  la  route  ou  Puerto 
Permudez,  d’oii  partiront  plus  tard  les  petits  bateaux  a  vapeur  qui 
feront  le  service  entre  ce  port  et  celui  d’Lpiitos.  Le  Picbis  sejette 
dans  le  Pacbitea,  et  celui-ci  dans  I’Ueayali  (pii,  comme  on  salt,  prend  le 
nom  de  tieuve  des  Amazones,  a  sa  jonction  avec  le  Maranon.  Apri-s 
I’acbevement  de  la  route  de  Picbis,  le  voyage  entre  les  deux  oc(*aus 
.s’ellectuera  de  la  manii're  suivante:  du  Callas  a  la  Oroya,  en  cbemin  de 
fer,  220  kilometres;  de  la  Oroya  I'l  Puerto  liermudez,  a  cbeval,  environ 
.‘500  kilometres;  de  Puerto  Permudez  a  bpiitos,  en  bateau  a  vapeur, 
approx imati V(*men 1 1.. 500  kilonu'dres;  et  d’lquitos  aux  boucbes  de  I’Ama¬ 
zone,  .‘k.^OO  kilometres.  Total:  5,520  kilom(‘tres. 

On  estiineque  le  trajet  de  Lima  a  bpiitos  poui  ra  alors  se  faire  en  une 
dizaine  de  jours  et  memo  moins,  ce  <pii  8(*ra  un  immense  progri's  sur 
les  deux  ou  trois  mois  qu’il  fuut  aujourd’bui  iwnir  le  nmine  voyage. 
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L’activiW  i)our  atteindre  ce  but  est  graiule.  Pendant  I’annee  1897,  il  a 
etc  dei)ens»'‘  de  ce  chef  line  soiunie  de  3.>6,353  sols,  ce  qui,  vu  I’etat 
actuel  des  finances,  prouve  tout  I’interct  qn’on  attache  si  I’exdcution  de 
cet  iniiK)rtant  projet. 

I'n  rapiKsrt  favorable  est  fait  des  conditions  agricoles  du  pays;  le 
cafe  et  le  cacao  ctant  sisecialement  designes  coinnie  anginentant  en 
qiiaiititc  et  en  vsileur.  (^uoiciue  la  protluction  du  coton  suigmente  tous 
les  ans,  ce  i)rotluit  ne  figure  pas  aussi  largenient  qu’autrefois  dans  les 
exportations,  inais  cette  circonstance  pent  etre  due  probablenient  si  fa 
cousoiiiiisatiou  <les  fsibriques  de  tissus  qui  se  sont  etnblies  depuis  lors 
dans  le  jssiys.  Les  exixu  tations  et  les  inq>ortations  du  saindoux  out 
dimiime  d'Oii  Ton  pent  coiiclure  (pie  la  production  de  saindoux  national 
a  siugmenti*.  La  laine  d’alpaca,  dont  Fexportation  annuelle  atteint  une 
valeur  de  2, 000, (M  to  sols,  est  Isi  iirincipale  branche  coinmerciale  de  la 
psirtie  ins'-ridionale  du  Perou. 

Le  niouton,  le  Isinia  et  I’silpaca  sont  elev(*s  dans  la  rt'*gion  andine  des 
dc'qiarteuients  d’Arequijta,  de  Puno,  de  Cuzco  et  d’Apuriinac,  dont  les 
jilaines  sont  situ^'es  si  environ  4,000  metres  an  dessus  du  niveau  de  la 
iner ;  cependant  la  laine  de  rnljtaca  est  la  jtlus  estimi'e  et  vaut  le  double 
des  deux  siutres  espi'ces.  La  tonte  de  I’alpaca  se  fait  tous  les  deux 
ans,  g('‘n(‘ralenient  pendant  la  saisoir  des  pluies,  et  chaqiie  animal  donne 
de  1  si  2  kilogrammes  d’une  laine  de  20  centimi'tres  de  langueur.  On  a 
remarque  que  lorsipie  les  pluies  sont  peu  abondantes,  la  laine  est  moins 
belle.  Jusqu’si  present,  le  seul  marchc  pour  la  vente  des  laines  d’alpaca 
est  Liverpool,  (luoique  les  exportateurs  iwrnviens  aient  maintes  fois 
chcrchi-  d’siutres  debouches.  Parfois  meme,  il  a  fallu  r^expedier  a  Li¬ 
verpool  des  laines  qu’on  ne  serait  parvenu  si  vendre  si  New-York  qu’avec 
une  jierte  trop  grande,  les  amdricains  semblant  priifi^rer  s’approvision- 
ner  si  Liverpool.  Ce  systeme  prouve  seulement  la  grande  force  de 
riiabitude. 

Comme  les  acheteurs  du  continent  europ4en  font  la  meme  chose,  la 
suitnhuatie  du  msirclu*  de  Liverpool,  ipii  compte,  en  outre,  sur  la  forte 
consommation  des  fabriques  de  Bradford,  est  largement  assuree  imur 
les  laines  d'alpsvcsi.  La  production  de  cette  laine  n’a  pas  vsm6  depuis 
vingtans;  elle  conserve  une  moyenne  annuelle  de  45,000  quintaux  ou 
2,000  tonnes.  On  I’exporte  en  balles  de  130  si  150  livres.  L’clevage  de 
I’alpaca  ne  se  pratique  qu’au  P^rou.  Les  essais  d’acclimatation  tenti^s 
en  Australie  et  dans  d’autres  iiays  n’ont  pas  rcussi.  Aujourd’hui  il  est 
strictement  defendu  d’exporter  un  de  ces  animaux  vivant. 

La  principale  industrie  qui  existe  svu  Perou  est  I’industrie  mini^re  et 
les  usines  instalh'-es  dans  le  pays  pour  le  traiteinent  des  minerals  aug- 
mentent  continuellement.  Le  changement  le  plus  notable  si  constsiter 
dans  cette  industrie  est  I’importance  que  I’on  attache  aux  mines  de 
cuivre  dont  rextraction  dsins  le  district  de  Cerro  de  Pasco  est  seule- 
ment  ralentie  jiar  suite  du  man(|ue  de  transport. 

M.  Renoz,  en  traitant  la  <iuestion  du  caoutchouc  est  de  I’avis  des 
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autres  Ocrivains,  et  recomiuande  dVtablir  des  plaiitatioua  destinies  ^ 
suppleer  a  la  destruction  inevitable  qui  se  produit  dans  les  forets.  et 
cela  il  cause  des  uietliodes  einplojves  actuellemeut  pour  extraire  la  st've 
des  arbres.  11  cousidere  cependant  cette  destruction  comnie  un  evene- 
ment  eloigne  car  les  forets  an  Perou  sont  tres  riches  en  caoutchouc,  et 
il  doime  les  raisons  suivantes  en  faveur  de  cette  Rdpubliciue  coninie 
champ  d’operatious:  les  droits  d’exi>ortation  j)eu  «'‘leve8  et  la  salubrite 
du  climat. 

L’Augletcrre  et  rAlleinagne  occui)ent  le  i)reuiier  rang  dans  le  com¬ 
merce  du  Perou,  les  Etats-Unis  vienneut  apres;  les  articles  de  prove¬ 
nance  anglaise  etaut:  les  tissus  de  coton,  les  sacs  d'emballage,  le  mer- 
cure,  les  Imiles  de  colza  et  de  palme,  les  voies  portatives,  les  fers,  les 
machines,  les  soieries,  les  draps  communs,  les  papiers,  la  dynamite  et 
la  sonde  caustique;  tandis  ([ue  les  ])roduits  imi>ort<'‘S  d'Allemagne  sont 
les  suivants:  les  chaiicaux,  les  machines  agricoles  et  minicres,  les  tissus 
de  laine  et  la  biere, 

COLONISATION  DE  LA  REPUBLIQUE. 

Le  “Nouveau-Monde,”  du  4  novembre  1899,  public  un  article  trCs 
int^ressant  au  sujet  de  la  colonisation  an  Perou  qui  dit  que  le  (lou- 
vernement  Peruvieu  s’est  preoccupy*  de  la  mise  en  valeur  des  quantib'S 
considerables  de  terrains  dont  il  dispose  dans  rimmense  <^tendue  de  son 
territoire  national.  Dans  ces  dernieres  annees,  les  efforts  du  Gouverue- 
ment  Peruvien  out  jwrbi  plus  spccialement  sur  les  regions  inter-andines, 
au  milieu  desquelles  se  trouvent  des  vallees  particulierement  favorisees 
par  la  salubrite  du  climat  et  la  fertilite  du  sol.  Jusqu’h  ce  jour,  cepeu- 
dant,  ces  tentatives  de  colonisation  n’ont  obtenu  que  des  succfes  partiels. 
Le  manque  de  bras,  les  difflculb’S  de  communication,  la  baisse  des  pro- 
duits  agrieoles,  cafe,  coca,  eb;.,  le  prix  <*leve  des  transports  sont  autant 
d’obstacles  qui  s’opimsent  ii  la  colonisation  sur  une  grande  echelle  de 
regions  qui,  ii  divers  point  de  vue,  offrent  de  reels  avantagcs.  Le 
courant  d’emigration  qui  emporte  ehaque  aunee  des  milliers  de  travail- 
leurs  vers  I’Amerique  du  Sud  est  absorbe  par  le  Bresil  et  la  Plata;  le 
P6rou  ne  reeoit  que  des  isoles,  generalement  des  Italieus,  attires  par  la 
presence  de  leurs  compatriotes  etablis  en  assez  grand  uombre  au  P^*rou, 
et  quelques  rares  Franeais.  Parmi  eux,  les  ouvriers  agricoles  propre- 
meut  dits  sont  en  petit  nombre;  I’eloignement  de  cet  <514ment  de  popu¬ 
lation  s’explique  suffisamment  par  le  conrs  des  salaires  agricoles;  un 
ouvrier  indigene  employe  sur  uue  hacienda  de  canne  ii,  sucre  n’est  pay6, 
en  moyenue,  que  80  centavos,  ou  un  sol  par  jour.  L’agriculteur  euro- 
peen  ne  pent  done  trouver  de  place  au  Perou  que  comme  chef  ou  propri4- 
taire  d’exploitation.  C’est  dans  ces  conditions  qu’ont  4t^*  installes  les 
colons  europeens  de  Chanchamayo. 

Les  debuts  de  la  colonisation  de  cette  valR'e  remontent  h  plus  de 
vingt-cinq  ans,  mais  ce  n’est  que  depuis  quelques  anndes  qu’une  impul¬ 
sion  plus  energique  a  etc  dounee  ii  l’agri(!ulture. 

La  vallee  du  Chanchamayo,  dont  le  centre  de  population  le  plus  con- 
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siderable  est  la  Merced  (2,000  habitants)  tire  son  noin  du  fleiive  forint  par 
la  riuinion  des  rivieres  Oxabainba  et  Tulumayo  et  se  trouve  situee  sur 
le  versant  oriental  de  la  Cordillere  des  Andes.  Elle  est  mise  eu  com¬ 
munication  avec  la  cote  du  Pacifique  par  le  cbemin  de  fer  du  Callao  i 
la  Oroya  (219  kilometre-s);  une  route  muleticre  relie  ce  dernier  point  a 
la  Merced  (deux  jours  de  cheval).  Le  nombre  des  haciendas  de  Cannes 
a  sucre  est  de  18;  celui  des  plantations  de  cafe,  de  282;  le  nombre  des 
ouvriers  employes  sur  ces  exploitations  est  d’environ  5,000,  chififre  qui 
est  bien  loin  de  reimndre  aux  besoins  et  aux  demandes  des  agricnlteurs. 

La  canne  a  sucre,  gtuieralement  transform^e  sur  place  en  eau-de-vie, 
est  vendue  et  consommee  dans  les  villages  d’Indiens  de  I’interieur;  la 
production  aunuelle  est  de  18,000  hectolitres  environ. 

Le  cafe,  dont  la  production  peut-etre  evaluee  ^  800,000  kilogrammes, 
est  exporte  sur  les  marches  d’Europe  oil  cette  provenance  commence  ^ 
etre  avantageusement  connue.  Le  prix  du  cafe  sur  place  a  vari4  entre 
10  et  14  soles  le  quintal  de  46  kilogrammes  auiiuel  il  faut  ajouter, 
pour  Texportation,  le  cofit  du  transiiort  du  Chanchamayo  au  Callao, 
soit  environ  5  soles  par  quintal. 

Le  salaire  d’un  journalier  indigene  est,  dans  la  region,  de  50  centavos; 
un  menuisier  gagne  3  soles ;  un  ma^on,  un  mecanicien  ou  chaudronnier, 
jusqu’a  4  et  5  soles  par  jour. 

La  jirovince  de  I’aucartambo,  situee  a  environ  75  kilometres  a  Test  du 
Cuzco,  merite  d'attirer  rattention  des  prospecteurs  forestiers.  Jadis 
tres  prospere  du  temps  des  Espaguols,  cette  province  fut  devast^e  vers 
la  tin  du  siecle  dernier  par  une  incursion  des  sauvages  Huachipairis  et 
Tuyeneris.  Les  forets  de  Paucartambo,  i^crit  I’agent  consulaire  fran- 
^•ais  ail  Cuzco  h  son  gouvernement,  abondenten  riches  produits  naturels 
lie  tbute  sorte.  On  y  trouve  de  la  vanille,  du  cacao,  divers  baumes 
tri'S  estimbs,  et  principalement  du  caoutchouc  et  des  bois  fins  pour 
I’usage  de  Tebbiiisterie. 

Dans  le  courant  le  I’anuee  derniere,  M.  Tanaka,  agent  de  la  inaison 
M  ARIOKA  ET  C'®,  de  Tokio,  a  passe  avec  quelques  planteurs  des  environs 
de  Lima  des  contrats  relatifs  il  I’introduction  d’ouvriers  japonais  agri¬ 
coles  au  Perou.  Un  contingent  de  500  hoinmes  devait,  dit-on,  d6bar- 
quer  au  Callao  vers  le  inois  d’avril  ou  de  mai  derniers.  Ceiiendant 
I’annee  1899  s’ecoule  sans  que  Ton  ait  encore  signal^  le  vapeur  qui 
devait  les  amener  de  Yokohama. 

Ci-aprbs  est  le  decret  du  7  novembre  1896  qui  dbfinit  les  conditions 
auxquelles  les  colons  pen  vent  se  rendre  acquereurs  des  terrains  compris 
dans  la  region  dite  de  la  montagne  (region  inter  ou  extra-andiue). 

Les  terrains  de  la  montagne  s’acquibrent  par  achat,  concession  ou 
colonisation,  dans  la  forme  suivaute: 

1°.  Par  achat  en  payant  au  fisc  5  soles  au  minimum  par  hectare, 
moyennant  quoi  I’on  acquiert  un  droit  iierpetuel  sur  les  terrains  achet^s. 

2®.  Par  concession,  en  versant  annuellement  et  d’avance,  pendant  les 
trois  premieres  ann^es  un  droit  d’un  sole  par  hectare.  Dans  les  annees 
suivautes  ou  payera  la  meiue  somme  pour  les  terrains  cultivbs  et  le 
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double  pour  ceux  <iui  ne  le  sont  pas;  lo  d«'*faut  de  paienieiit  des  droits 
a  Texpiratiou  d’uiie  anuc'-e  aura  pour  n'-sultat  la  perte  iudelectible  de  la 
concession,  et  les  terres  retouriieront  au  domaine  de  I’ft tat  sans  aucuiie 
indemnite. 

3".  Par  contrat  de  colonisation  qui  se  fera  dans  cha»iue  cas  six'-cial, 
nioyennant  le  versement  par  le  concessionaire  d’une  garantie  ettective 
de  son  accomplissemeut,  a  raison  de  dix  soles  par  hectare  de  terrain 
concede;  durant  le  dclai  (pii  sera  tixe  dans  chaciue  contrat,  les  terres 
seront  respectivement  exeinptes  de  tout  payenient  et,  pass*'*  ce  dclai, 
elles  rentreroiit  dans  les  inemes  conditions  que  les  terrains  aci|uis  par 
concession  contbrnn*uient  A  Particle  2,  sauf  une  clause  exi)re8.s*'!  en  s**ns 
contraire; 

4".  Les  terrains  lu-cessaires  pour  des  constructions  d'utilit**  i>ubli<iue 
ou  qui  doivent  etre  couserv**s  comine  bois  seront  eniploy»‘s  a  ces  fins, 
sans  qu’il  soit  accord*'*  au  propri**taire  d’autre  iudemnit**  qu’une  compen¬ 
sation  par  d’autres  terrains; 

5”.  Les  proprietaires  et  **onces8ionaires  de  terrains  de  montagne 
deineureront  soumis  en  tout  temps  aux  lois  et  r*i8olutious  *pii  seront 
adopt«ies  relativemeut  a  Pexploitation  des  produits  des  bois. 


ETATS-UNIS. 

EXPORTATION  DES  MANUFACTURES. 

Un  examen  des  chiffres  d’exportation  pour  les  articles  inanufacturt's 
pendant  le  mois  de  septembre,  d<^montre  que  les  envois  de  cette  branche 
de  coiumerce  out  «it<*  plus  con8id*'*rable8  en  valeur  ipie  pendant  aucun 
mois  de  Pann**e  1898,  et  n’ont  **t«*  8urpa8S*'*8  (pie  par  (piatre  mois  seule- 
ment  en  1899.  Le  total  de  ces  exportations  ])endant  le  mois  do  septem¬ 
bre  se  montait  en  1898  a  825,020,047,  et  en  1899  a  831,373,204,  soit  une 
augmentation  de  plus  *le  80,3.50,000,  pendant  ipie  le  taut  pour  cent  de 
I’augmentation  pendant  les  neuf  mois  finissant  le  30  septembre  «*tait  un 
taut  soit  peu  plus  «'*lev**.  Les  tableaux  ci  des.sous  (pii  donnent  les 
chiffres  pour  cliaque  mois  des  trois  deruieres  anu**es  montrent  comment 
le  montant  des  exportations  des  marchandises  am**ricaiues  manutac- 
tur*'*es  a  augment*'*  constamment  de  mois  en  mois. 


MuIh. 

I8a7.  1 

1898.  ' 

1899. 

$20, 621,179 
‘20,  ‘24H,  960 
25, 876, 861 
24,  014,251 
‘26, 458,  (HKI 
25, 87:i,  !«t7 
2:t,002, 784 
‘25,  «(M),  0*27 
2*2,749,114 
2*2,  247,  908 
21, 688,  *204 
20.  ,770.  Ill 7 

$22, 908,  808  ! 
21,  048,  *131 
28,214,  4.’8I 
*25,90*2,5.52  , 
*27,031,700 
*27,216,869 
25,083,116 
25, 805,  485 
25, 0*20, 047 
25,416,646 
26,  471,131 
*28.  283.  **•88 

$2.5,  806,  870 
*24, 480, 860 
36,  0*25, 7:a 
.*13, 015, 970 
30,  816.  314 
31,81*2,775 
20,03*2, 034 
34, 158. 777 
31, 373,  *261 

1  -279  6.')2, 721  j  307,0*24,994 
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D’aprt-s  ces  cliiffres  on  estiine  4|ue  le  montaiit  des  exportations  des 
inarcliandises  inanulactiirt'-es  pendant  I'annee  sera  de  $37d,(KK),OlK)  et 
pent-etre  de  $375,(K)(»,(K)B.  Le  total  des  ex|»ortations  des  nianufactares 
de  fer  et  d'aeier  i)endaiit  les  neiif  inois  tinissant  le  3d  septeinbre,  inontre 
line  aufiinentation  de  en  181)8  a  S7G,5t)7,438,  on  line  aiiginen- 

tation  ])endant  deux  ans  de  pres  de  70  jxmr  cent.  Cette  augmentation 
s’est  prmluite  inalgrt*  les  pertes  en  queliiues  articles,  notainmeiit  les 
velocipedes,  dont  le  eoniinerce  apres  avoir  atteint  son  zenith  seinble 
sVtre  ralenti,  car  depuis  1807  il  y  a  eu  une  iliininution  constante  dans 
la  valeur  des  exportations  de  cet  article. 

Les  exiHU'tations  de  rails  d’acier  out  diininue  mati/rielleinent  en  ce 
(|ni  concerne  rAiimriipie  Anglaise,  inais  en  Asie  et  en  Oceanic  elles  out 
augniente  de  !j)376,087  en  181)8  si  *1,372,901)  en  181)1),  une  partie  de  cette 
augmentation  etant  due  sans  aucun  doute  si  la  construction  du  cheniin 
de  t’er  “Traus-Sib«'‘rieu”  et  si  la  grande  activib*  d»*ployee  dans  la  con¬ 
struction  de  cheniins  de  fer  dans  I’Einpire  Chinois.  L'augmentation 
des  fibres  textiles  pendant  les  neuf  inois  est  iirincipaleinent  sous  le 
titre  de  “Corde,’^  dont  la  valeur  pendant  les  neuf  mois  de  1898  etait  de 
*l)9r),097  et  pour  la  meiue  perioile  de  1899  de  $1,800,277. 


UUrGUAY. 

RECETTES  DOUANllSRES. 

La  Direction  gencrale  de  statistique  du  gouvernement  de  rUrnguay 
vieiit  de  publier  les  rcsultsits  du  dernier  exercice  «'*couoinique  (1898-99). 
II  rcsulte  de  cette  publication  ({ue  I’iuqsortation  a  donne  si  la  douane 
une  recette  totale  de  $8,358,61)0  et  I’exportatiou  $1,375,945,  soit  en 
totsilit»‘  $1),734,(Ul 

INnir  Texercice  anti'-rieur,  la  recette  n’avait  eb*  que  de  $9,567,040, 
dont  $8,191,003  pour  rimiKirtatiou  et  $1,370,637  pour  Texportation. 

L’accroissenient,  d’un  exercice  si  I’autre,  est  miniine;  il  siiftit  toute- 
fois  pour  attester  qu’il  y  a  tendance  si  une  amelioration  positive  et 
continue  de  revenu  public. 

LE  MUSEE  COMMERCIAL  FRANQAIS  DE  MONTEVIDEO. 

Le  Ministre  de  France  si  Montevideo  a  rccemiuent  informe  son  gou- 
verneinent  que  la  colonie  espagnole  de  Montevideo  vient  de  provo(iuer 
dans  cette  ville  la  cr»*ation  d’un  niusi'e  commercial  qui  sera,  en  incme 
temps,  une  sorte  de  depot  de  marcliandises  de  la  metroiwle.  Cette 
initisitive  a  d’aillenrs  «'-tc  jirise  cgalement,  dit-on,  si  Buenos- Ayres,  et 
semble  rf'qmndre  si  une  mesure  gencrale  qui  .s’appliquerait  si  tons  les 
grands  centres  du  continent  latino-americain.  Dans  la  capitale  de 
1’ Uruguay,  un  lot^al  a  dejsi  eb*  spi'-cialement  amcnage  si  cet  efiet. 
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Le  luinistre  doiine  aussi  dans  sou  rapport,  le  texte  du  reglement  de 
cette  institution.  Levoici: 

A  cote  de  I’Ecole  de  commerce,  uu  musee  (Exposition  permaneute 
d’ecbantillons)  a  et6  organise  par  les  soins  de  la  Cliambre  de  commerce 
tran^*aise.  Ce  musee  sera  uu  centre  de  propagaude  commerciale  et 
facilitera  I’enseignemeut  pratique  de  I’Ecole  de  commerce.  Le  rouage, 
le  fonctiounemeut  du  Musee  sera  des  plus  simples. 

(1)  Les  echautillous  seront  distribues  eu  groupes; 

(2>  Tout  en  faisaut  I’enseignement  i)ratique,  les  professeurs  et  les 
eleves  de  I’Ecole  de  commerce  i'*tudieront  et  classeront  les  4eliantillous; 

(3)  A  chaciue  groupe  seront  attaches  un  ou  plusieurs  courtiers  aetifs 
et  iutelligents,  nommes  par  la  Legation,  sur  la  proposition  <le  la  Chambre 
de  commerce; 

(4)  Les  courtiers  correspondront  et  s’entendront  avec  les  commer- 
yauts,  fabricauts  et  artistes  iub^ress^s ; 

(5)  Apres  cet  accord,  les  courtiers  feront  la  place  et  provo(iueront  les 
ott'res. 

MONOPOLE  DES  ALCOOLS. 

Parmi  les  nombreux  projets  que  le  gouvernemeut  de  I’Uruguay  se 
propose  de  presenter  prochainement  au  Corps  legislatif  est  celui  de 
r^server  ii  I’Etat  le  monoiude  de  la  veute  des  alcools.  L’auteur  du  pro¬ 
jet  est  M.  Cambistegui,  actuellemeiit  Ministre  des  tinances,  »iui 
obtieudra  aiusi,  assure-t-ou,  uu  accroissemeut  de  H00,(Ki()  piastres  au 
moius  dans  les  reveuus,  deduction  faite  de  tons  les  frais  d’admiuistra- 
tion  et  d’exploitatiou  du  monopole. 

Eu  dehors  des  avantages  economiques  que  I’Etat  pourrait  eu  retirer, 
le  inonopole  projete  permettrait  aussi  de  combattre  victorieusemeiit  la 
consommatiou  d’alcools  veneneux  que  des  speculateurs  sans  scrupule 
u’hesiteut  pas  a  vendre  ou  k  employer. 

Aux  termes  de  ce  projet,  les  distilleries  actuellemeiit  4tablies  dans 
la  Republique  seraient  les  seules  a  fabriquer  les  alcools  de  premiere 
distillation  et  ne  pourraient  vendre  leurs  produits  qu’a  I’usine  ceutrale 
de  rectification. 

Apres  promulgation  de  la  loi,  et  ceci  merite  I’attention  sp^ciale  des 
importateurs  de  vins  etraugers,  la  graduation  des  vius  de  provenance 
etraugere  serait  limit<‘e  si  13°  sous  15°  centigrades  de  temperature; 
I’excedent  alcoolique  paierait  un  droit  plus  ou  moius  eleve. 


VENEZUELA. 

LES  PfiCBERIES  DE  PERLES  DU  VENEZUELA. 

Le  ‘‘  Bulletin  commercial”  de  Bruxelles  donne  les  renseiguements 
interessauts  suivants  au  sujet  des  pecheries  de  perles  du  Venezuela. 

Les  pecheries  de  perles  de  Pile  Margarita,  sur  la  cote  septentriouale 
du  Venezuela,  sont  counues  dejniis  environ  trois  siecles,  c’est-a-dire 
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depuis  la  decouverte  de  l’Auieri(iue.  Actuelleinent  encore,  cette  Indus¬ 
trie  est  surtout  pratiqu^e  par  les  naturels  de  Pile,  et  on  estime  que  la 
soiniue  totale  qu’ils  re<;oivent  animellemeut  de  ce  chef  sVli^ve  environ 
r)00,0(K)  francs.  II  est  ii  remanpier,  toutefois,  que  cette  sommes  est  loin 
de  reprcsenter  la  valeur  rcelle  des  perles  recueillies  dans  ces  parages. 
Les  perles  sont  acbeWes  aux  indigenes  par  un  tres  petit  noinbre  de 
nf'gociants,  qui  operent  i)Our  le  compte  de  inaisons  europeennes. 

La  jM'die  des  buitres  perlieres  n’est  soumise  si  auenue  reglenientation 
an  \'eneznela,  et  les  baniues  iiui  y  sont  aftect«*es  n’ont  s\  payer  qu’une 
tsixe  svnnuelle  d’environ  120  francs.  On  compte  environ  400  barques 
dont  les  propruHaires  se  livrent  s\  cette  peebe,  luais  aucune  n’est  isourvne 
d’apjsareils  de  plongeurs.  Le  motle  de  proceder  des  indiginies  est  tres 
priinitif;  ils  se  servent  d’une  sorte  de  drague  pesante  en  metal,  qui 
rsicle  le  fond  <ie  la  mer  et  s^ue  Ton  retire  lorsiiue  I’ou  suppose  qu’elle 
contient  une  certaine  quantite  d’buitres. 

D’apres  le  Ministre  des  Etats-Unis  s\  Caracas,  les  meilleurs  bancs 
d’buitres  iserlieres  du  Venezuela  se  trouveut  proximite  de  quelques 
petites  lies  situ^es  pres  de  Pile  Margarita.  II  parait  d’ailleurs  que  Pon 
trouve,  sur  ces  iles,  d’^normes  quantites  d’ecailles,  dont  une  bonne 
partie  pourrait  etre  utilis^e  imur  la  production  de  la  nacre. 

Etant  donnee  la  richesse  des  bancs  d’huitres  perlieres  du  Venezuela, 
il  est  assez  probable  que  des  bateaux  munis  de  scai>baudres  ou  de 
cloches  ii  plongeurs  y  obtiendraient  d’excellents  resultats. 


LE  CANAL  TRANS-ISTHMIEN. 

La  session  du  Congres'  commercial  international  du  24  octobre  1899 
a  eti*  entierement  consacree  si  la  discussion  des  routes  commerciales  du 
monde  et  iilusieurs  documents  tres  importants  traitant  cette  question 
out  etc  lus. 

Sefior  Don  Joaquin  Bernardo  Calvo,  Ministre  Pleniiiotentiaire 
de  Costa- Rica,  fut  presente  par  le  President,  Monsieur  J.  C.  Mona¬ 
ghan,  Consul  des  Etats-Unis  si  Chemnitz,  Allemagne,  comme  une  des 
autorib'S  les  plus  compsHentes,  ayant  des  counaissances  tres  ^tendues 
sur  une  entreprise  aussi  gigantesque  que  la  construction  du  grand 
Canal  Istbmien.  Les  remarques  de  Senor  Calvo  sont  publiees  entiere¬ 
ment  ci-apres : 

“  L’idee  d’unir  les  deux  grands  oceans  au  moyen  d’un  canal  k  travers 
I’lstme  simericain  est  venue,  comme  on  salt,  des  le  moment  ou  Pon  fut 
convaincu  que  le  passage  <iue  Pon  croyait  exister  du  cote  de  la  mer  du 
sud,  du  temps  de  Cbristopbe  Colomb,  u’^tait  pas  une  reality*. 

“II  est  inutile  d’insister  sur  la  grande  importance  d’une  pareille 
entreprise,  un  simple  coup  d’<eil  snflira  pour  demontrer  les  avantages 
msib'*riels  que  le  monde  gagnera  par  la  creation  d’une  voie  tluviale 
courte  et  facile  entre  PAtlantique  qui  est  une  mer  d’Europe  et  le 
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Pacifique  qui  est  le  grand  ocean  d’Asie,  d’Australie  et  des  graude.s 
cotes  de  I’ouest  du  Nouveau  blonde. 

“L’Listoire  gcucrale  du  prqjet  est  tri's  connue,  et  quant  d  la  prati- 
cabilitc  du  travail,  nous  savons  tous  que  des  autorites  tres  versees  dans 
la  niatiere  se  sont  prononcees  absoluinent  en  sa  faveur.  C’est  poiir- 
(juoi  je  lie  veux  pas  ni’etendre  sur  Tun  on  I’antre  de  ces  points,  ne  pen- 
sant  pas  qu’il  soit  necessaire  d’attirer  I’attention  de  cet  honorable 
congres  sur  les  avantages  qui  seraient  oflerts  an  eoniiiieree  du  monde 
entier  par  le  ])erceinent  de  cet  istbnie  (jui  inettrait  en  coniniunication 
les  deux  oceans.  Mon  but,  en  prenant  part  a  eette  session,  se  borne  a 
exprinier,  aussi  brieveinent  que  iiossible,  la  position  de  Costa  Rica  et 
ses  interets  directs  dans  Tentreprise  de  ce  canal. 

“Le_  territoire  de  Costa  Rica  s’etend  entre  <*eux  du  Nicaragua  et  du 
Panama,  les  noms  des  deux  parties  de  I’istlime  ayant  servi  a  distinguer 
les  deux  entreprises :  rune  Iran^-aise,  le  canal  de  Panama;  I’autre  ameri- 
caine,  le  canal  de  Nicaragua.  Cette  iiosition  avantageiise  donne  au 
peuple  iudustrieux  et  iiaciliipie  de  Costa  Rica  tous  les  bcbieflces  de 
proximite,  comnie  »'‘tant  les  voisins  les  plus  rapproches,  (pielque  soit 
la  route  que  I’on  traverse  finalement.  Mais  la  frontiere  de  Costa  Rica 
ne  touche  pas  a  la  ligne  du  canal  de  Panama,  tandis  qu’une  portion  de 
notre  territoire  est  indisiiensable  a  la  route  a  travers  le  Nicaragua. 
Et  ccci  n'est  point  une  uouvelle  dccouverte  ni  le  rcsultat  de  recents 
travaux  d’arpentage,  c’est  un  lait  tres  connu  depuis  le  temps  de  Vasco 
Nunez  de  Balkoa.  Ni'-anmoins,  les  premiers  travaux  d’arpentage  du 
pays  ne  fureut  commences  qu’en  15*.)1,  quand,  iiour  se  eonformer  a  des 
ordres  superieurs,  le  Capitaine  Antonio  Pereira,  Gouverneur  de 
Costa  Rica,  organisa  une  expedition  et  explora  la  route  qui  passait  par 
la  riviere  San  Juan,  le  lac  et  les  rivieres  debouchant  dans  le  golfe 
Nicoya,  dans  la  Republique  de  Costa  Rica.  Trente-neuf  ans  plus  tard, 
Diego  de  Mercado,  soumit  au  roi  Philippe  111  son  fameux  memoire 
du  23  janvier  1(520,  imliquant  la  route  suivant  la  riviere  et  le  lac  et  de  la 
traversant  le  territoire  de  Costa  Rica  le  long  dn  Quebrada,  ou  Barranca 
Honda,  jus(iu’a  la  bale  de  Salinas,  appelee  a  cette  epoque  Puerto  del 
Pai)agayo. 

“Soit  que  Timportance  de  l’entrepri.se  fht  alors  superieure  aux  n«‘ces- 
sites  du  commerce,  ou,  comme  on  disait,  que  I’Espagne  considerat  (pie 
le  canal  *'‘tait  <!ontraire  ji  ses  interets,  I’ere  de  la  liberte  arriva  sans 
qu’on  efit  jamais  mis  a  execution  cc  prqjet. 

“Apres  rind«‘pendan<;e,  le  congres  de  I’Amerique  Centrale,  dans 
leciuel  ('osta  Rica  fet  Nicaragua  6taient  repre.sentes  comme  Etats  de  la 
Ft'd»'*ration,  les(|uels  succf'-derent  au  Gouvernement  (.'olonial,  autorisa 
par  un  d«‘cret  du  1(5  juin  1883  la  construction  du  canal  et,  la  meme  annee, 
Don  Antonion  JoseCanas,  Representant  Diplomati(iue  de  I’Amerique 
Centrale  a  Washington,  «*crivit  au  Secretaire  d’Etat,  Ministre  des 
Atl'aires  Etrangeres.  i)our  I’informer  de  cette  decision  en  disant  (lu’une 
compagnie  comi)o.see  de  respectables  citoyens  americains  t-tait  prete  a 
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entreprendre  les  travaux  aussitot  qiie  le  traite  avec  les  Etats-Unis 
assuraiit  la  coop<'*ration  de  ces  derniers  serait  signe;  qii'il  «*tait  pret  ii 
entrer  en  negoeiation  pour  ce  traito  et  (pie  rien  ne  serait  plus  agr('‘able 
a  rAuicrique  Ceiitrale  que  de  voir  le  peuple  gt'*n(‘reiix  des  Etats-Unis 
se  joindre  a  elle  dans  le  percenient  du  canal,  partager  la  gloire  de  cette 
entreprise  et  jouir  des  grands  avautages  qui  en  ri*sulteraient. 

‘‘  Le  gcafverneinent  de  I’AintTiipie  Centrale  ne  put  iiiener  ii  bien  cette 
vaste  entre])rise  (luoique,  parmi  les  moyens  employ(*s  pour  atteindre  le 
r(‘sultat  di'sin'*,  tigurat  aussi  rarraugenient  conclu  avec  le  roi  de  llol- 
lande  en  octobre  1S30.  Mais,  quoique  les  espi'rauces  Ibudt'es  sur  I’eu- 
treprise  fussent  trustrt'*es,  la  declaration  deceCongres(pii  fait  houueur 
ii  TAincrique  Centrale  et  qui  constitue  coiume  la  concession  du  canal 
lui-ineine  nn  des  documents  publiques  les  plus  inb'ressauts  qui  ait 
jamais  (‘te  publm  par  aucuue  nation  de  la  terre,  est  devenue  uu  fait 
accompli. 

“  La  Fc'di  ration  Centrale  americaine  ayant  (‘ti*  dissoute,  cette  impor- 
tante  matiere  (‘oncerna  seiilement  directement  le  Nicaragua  et  Costa 
Uica,  et  la  ligne  de  frontii're  entre  les  deux  ri'inibliques  ayant  ete 
d(*termin(*e  par  le  traite  du  15  avril  1858  aussi  bien  que  les  points  se 
rai)portant  an  canal,  les  deux  gouvernemeuts  coujointement  accordcreut 
line  conces.sion  le  I'"''  mai  de  la  inline  anin'e  ii  M.  Felix  Belly,  uu 
('•crivain  frau<;ais  distingin*  aii(|uel  I’Emiiereur  Napol(*on  pn'da  son  appui 
afin  (lu’il  piit  mener  ii  bout  I’entreprise.  Ceci  n’ayant  jias  naissi,  les  deux 
gouvernements  alors,  iriin  commiin  accord,  jiasscrent  un  contrat  connu 
sous  le  nom  de  Ayon-Chevalier,  sigm*  par  le  Nicaragua  le  10  (x-tobre 
1808  et  par  Costa  Rica  le  18  Juin  1809.  11  est  inutile  de  dire  que  ce 
dernier  contrat  n’eut  aussi  aucun  sncces. 

“QiieUpies  anm'*es  ajires  I’expiration  dece  dernier  contrat,  le  Nicara¬ 
gua  discuta  la  validib*  du  traiti*  et  hk signification  de  (iuel<iues- lines  de 
ses  stipulations  que  Costa  Kica  maintenait  dans  sa  forme  originale,  et 
la  (piestion  fut  soumise  an  Pri'sident  des  Etats-Unis,  M.  Cleveland, 
qui,  dans  sa  decision  du  22  mars  1888,  accejiti'c  par  les  deux  parties, 
dC'clara  le  traiti*  valide  et  engageant  les  deux  n'-publiques  et  interpreta 
les  points  ipii,  dans  Topinion  du  Nicaragua,  ('*taient  douteux.  D’apres 
les  stipulations  de  ces  deux  documents  et  imiir  (pie  les  droits  naturels 
(le  Costa  Kica  ne  fussent  pas  li'-si'-s,  le  Nicaragua  s’engageait  a  n’accorder 
auciine  concession  pour  la  construction  d’une  voie  tluviale  traversant 
son  territoire,  sans  avoir  consiiltc  prcalablement  la  Ktpublique  de 
Costa  Hica. 

“Tiois  annces  anparavant  et  iiendant  que  la  (piestion  (*tait  encore 
pendante,  le  Nicaragua  fit  le  traiti'*  connu  sous  le  nom  “  Zavala- 
Frelingliuysen,”  sigm*  a  Washington  le  I*"''  (i('*cembre  1884,  jiar  leipiel 
le  droit  de  construction  du  canal  (*tait  transmis  aux  Etats-Unis,  et 
(’osta  Kica  le  23  f(*vrier  1885  a(*ce|)ta  ce  traiti'*;  mais  les  negociations 
ecboimrent,  le  8(!*nat  des  Etuts-Unis  en  ayant  refiisi'*  la  ratification  quoi- 
qiie  Ton  fht  convenu  de  reconsidi'ier  la  question;  le  Priisident  Clevb- 
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LAND,  alors,  au  debut  de  sa  premiere  administration,  retira  le  projet  da 
s^nat. 

Les  cboses  retomberent  alors  dans  les  memes  conditions  qu’aupara- 
vant  et  le  Nicaragua  au  mois  d’avril  1887  et  Costa  Rica  au  mois  de 
juillet  1888,  accorderent  respectivement  des  concessions  qui  fureut  la 
base  des  n^gociations  pendant  les  dernieres  anuees  pour  la  construction 
de  ce  canal. 

“  Le  Congres  des  Etats-Unis  a  apporb*  un  soin  tout  special  il  I’examen 
de  cet  important  projet  depuis  I’annee  1892,  et  des  commissions  furent 
organisces  et  chargees  de  faire  une  <'*tude  elaboree  et  soigneuse  en  vue 
de  choisir  la  meilleure  route  et  d’etudier  aussi  I’iufluence  du  canal  sous 
ses  differents  aspects.  Kecemment,  les  investigations  ne  se  sout  pas 
bornees  a  la  route  traversant  seulement  le  Nicaragua  et  Costa  Rica 
mais  ont  inclu  aussi  le  Panama,  et  on  espere  que  quand  la  nouvelle 
commission  qui  a  ete  designee  cette  annde  prcsentera  ses  conclusions, 
le  congres  decidera  alors  si  le  canal  sera  construit  par  ce  gouvernement 
et,  dans  ce  cas,  laquelle  des  deux  routes  sera  cboisie. 

“Costa  Rica  realise  la  grande  importance  de  ces  travaux,  les  plus 
considerables  peut-etre  qui  aient  jamais  etc  eutrepris  dans  ce  sii*cle  et 
contribue  ^  les  encourager,  consultant  sou  propre  interet  et  I’impulsion 
que  ce  canal  donnera  au  progres  du  monde  en  general  et  principale- 
ment  au  developpemeut  des  vastes  ressources  des  nations  de  ce 
continent.”  ^ 

Ce  discours  termine,  M.  le  Dr.  Luis  Cttbrvo  Marquez,  Secretaire 
de  la  Legation  colombienne,  prit  ensuite  la  i)arole  et  s’exprima  ainsi: 

“Discuter  la  nccessib*  du  percement  d’uu  canal  iuter-oc»'*ani(iue  pour 
completer  I’ceuvre  du  grand  Balboa,  cela  est  inutile,  car  les  besoins 
quotidiens  du  commerce  du  monde  deviennent  tous  les  jours  de  plus  en 
plus  pressants  et  exigent  que  les  £aux  de  I’Atlantique  soient  mises  en 
communication  avec  cedes  du  Pacitique  dans  le  Continent  americain. 

“  Le  cote  commercial  ainsi  que  le  cdt6  techni(iue  de  cette  oeuvre  ont 
6t4  examines  avec  soin  et  il  ne  peut  y  avoir  aucun  doute  sur  la  prati- 
cabilite  de  cette  grande  entreprise.  Quant  it  la  route  qui  doit  etre 
cboisie,  aucune  incertitude  ne  peut  exister,  A  mon  avis. 

“  Les  travaux  de  Panama  reprcsentent  une  accumulation  d’eftbrts 
materiels  et  intellectuels  qui  ne  pourront  etre  egales  nulle  part  avant 
de  nombreuses  anuees,  et  ce  serait  un  crime  centre  la  civilisation  de 
permettre  qu’ils  fussent  perdus. 

“La  nation  colombienne,  suivantses  glorieuses  traditions,  n’a  consi- 
der6  dans  cette  afl'aire  que  les  interets  de  la  civilisation,  et  quand  la 
concession  pour  le  percement  de  ce  (;anal  dans  son  territoire  fut  ac- 
cordee,  elle  la  donna  sans  restriction  except*'*  en  ce  qui  concerne  la 
souverainete  et  I’integrit^  de  son  territoire  et  les  inb'rets  du  commerce 
universel. 

'*  “La  Colombie  a  aujourd’hui  un  Repif'sentant  Plcniimtentiaire 
acerMib*  aupres  du  (Jouvernement  Erancais,  pour  <*tudier  toutes  les 
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questions  relatives  an  canal  de  Panama  et,  du  rapport  de  ce  hant 
foiictioiinaire  dependra,  dans  une  large  inesnre,  la  decision  (]ni  sera  prise 
^regard  de  ce  snjet  si  delicat;  mais  je  puis  vous  douner  Tassurance 
que  nous  avous  une  entiere  liberte  d’action  et  qu’il  est  indifferent  h 
notre  pays  de  quelle  source  proviendra  le  capital  employe  pour  les 
travaux,  pourvu  que  les  garanties  interuationales  qui  existent  main- 
tenant  ne  soicnt  pas  mises  en  cause. 

‘‘  Le  grand  i)euple  americain,  dont  I’etendard  est  le  porte-respect  de 
tons  les  droits,  realisera  que  les  benefices  qii'il  obtiendra  de  I’ach^vement 
du  canal  de  Panama  seront  plus  grands  que  ceux  d'aueuiie  autre  nation 
du  monde,  et  le  percement  de  ce  canal  resserrera  plus  etroiteinent  les 
liens  d'amitie  et  de  fraternib*  qui  unissent  le  x)enple  de  Colombie  et  la 
grande  Rt'*publi(iue  du  Nord.” 

Un  grand  i>artisan  du  canal  de  Nicaragua  est  I'llonorable  .1.  J. 
Ulloa,  Consul-General  de  Gostii-Kica,  qui  dit  que  le  canal  divisera  les 
deux  K<‘publiques  de  Nicaragua  et  de  Costa- Kica  pour  les  unir  ensuite 
plusetroitement  et  donnera  aussi  accesaux  Etats-Unis  dans  I’Amerique 
Centrale  ou  ils  trouveront  uu  grand  champ  d’exploitation  jwur  les 
machines  et  les  capitanx  pour  le  developiwment  d’un  sol  pratiquement 
vierge  qui  n’a  besoin  seulement,  poor  rendre  le  triple  en  tres  jieu  de 
temps  de  la  valeur  de  I’argent,  que* les  travaux  soieut  vigoureusement 
et  soigneusemeut  poursuivis. 

Le  Ministre  des  Etats-Unis  a  Costa-Eica,  I’Honorable  William 
Lawrence  Merry,  a  ajoute  quelques  arguments  en  faveur  du  canal  ii 
travers  le  Nicaragua  en  faisant  valoir  I’cconomie  de  distances  navi- 
gables,  les  conditions  sanibiires  favorables,  la  quantib*  d’eau  qu’on 
pourrait  retenir,  la  fiicilib*  avec  laquelle  on  pourrait  obtenir  les  mate- 
riaux  de  construction  et  les  provisions  de  bouche,  le  profit  que  les 
local  itcs  environnantes  tireraient  et  sa  valeur  strategique. 

Mr.  n.  A.  Gudger,  Consul  des  fetats-Unis  si  Panama  et  Mr.  J. 
W.  Humphreys,  d«*legue  de  la  Chambre  de  Commerce  de  Colon, 
lurent  aussi  des  rapjiorts  dcmontrant  les  benefices  (si  leurs  points  de  vue 
respectifs)  qu’ou  obtiendrait  en  per^'ant  un  canal  qui  suitrait  la  route 
du  Panama,  ces  opinions  etant  aussi  partagees  par  M.  le  Colonel  .1.  L. 
Percy,  ancien  Consul  des  Etats-Unis  4  Colon. 


LA  PRODUCTION  DE  L’OR  ET  DE  L’ARGENT  DU 

MONDE. 

Les  chiffres  ofiiciels  de  la  production  de  Tor  et  de  I’argent  dans  toutes 
les  parties  du  monde  pendant  I’anuee  1898  ont  ete  publics  le  26  ocb>- 
bre  1890  par  le  “Mint  Bureau”  des  Etats-Unis,  et  les  donuees  sur  le 
rendenient  de  ces  metaux  pendant  les  trois  dernieres  anm-es  sont  des 
plus  interessantes.  La  production  totale  de  I’or  pour  Fannie  1898  est 
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estini('-e  a  $287,428,<»(M»,  la  liepnbliqiie  Sud-Alricaine  (Transvaal)  occu¬ 
pant  le  premier  rang,  I’Australie  et  les  Etats-Unis  venant  apres  et 
pres(iuedaiis  la  mcnie  proportion.  Vienneiit  ensnite,  par  ordre,  la  Kus- 
sie,  le  Canada,  l’Iude,leMexi((ne  et  la  Chine;  les  huitcontn-es  ei-dessus 
Iburnissaiit  14  pour  cent  du  total  g«‘ncral, 

Les  tableaux  qui  suivent  luontrent  la  production  de  For  et  de  I’argent 
dans  les  pays  “I*an  American”  ]>endant  les  trois  dernicres  anm'-es: 

OK. 


Pays. 

189rt. 

1897.  ^ 

1898. 

Ktata-Fnia . | 

Mexuiiia . ' 

K^-pubtiqiie  Art'ciitinn . < 

ilolivic . 

HWail . . 

Chili . 

»,j3, 08«,  OOD 
6,50U,0UU 
315,  UOO 
250,  tHW 

1  1,001,100 
611,000  ' 
2,  200, 100 
132,  900 

41.77, 363, 000 

7, 500, 000 

137, 700 

343, 500 
1,204,200 

340.  OIX) 

864,46;i,(H)0 
8,  .700, 000 
rrr,  7oo 

343, 500 
1,583, 700 
;)4o,  700 
2,  263, 200 
39,  .700 
628.  OoO 

2, 227, 2»Hi 

132, 900 

116,  600 

628, 000 
38,500 

1, 057, 400 
465,800 

3:i.  rm 

38,500 

048,500 

1, 057,  400 
473,700 

Aiuuriqiie  Ceiitrale . 

372, 300 

1 

AROEXT. 


Oneei. 

(hicft. 

Onctt. 

Et.aa-TTnis . 

58, 834, 800 

53,860,000 

54,  438.  IHK) 

Moxiqne . 1 

Ri'piifilique  Areeutino . . 

45,718,982  i 

53,  903, 180  1 

56.  7.'t8,iKiO 

328, 170  ' 

383, 479  1 

479 

Itolivie . 

6,374,240 

8, 204, 568 

8. 2"4.  .74)8 

Cliili . T . 

3, 236, 536 

2,  ,791. 998 

2,  .T.*)!,  998 

^'olombie . ' 

3,407,004 

5. 047. 328 

5.481,717 

Kqiiateur . 

7, 734 

7,734 

7,734 

3,847,078 

3,278,602  , 

. 1 

1. 9.71, 240 

rru^iuay . 

Auieriquo  Ceutrale. . 

1  808,676  j 

811,892  j 

'716  tKi8 

On  pent  se  faire  une  id('*e  de  renorme  augmentation  de  la  i)roduction 
de  Tor  pendent  les  12  dernicres  annees,  si  on  la  compare  avec  la  produc¬ 
tion  totale  de  1887  qui  ne  se  moutait  seulement  qu’a  8l(M},()00,(KK»  et 
atteignait  en  1892  le  chittre  de  814G,00(),()<H)  qui  a  eb*  la  plus  forte 
somme  qui  ait  jamais  etc  obtenue,  dans  n’importe  (juelle  an  nee  dans  les 
aJinales  du  nionde.  On  estimeque  la  (pnintite  d’or  obttmne  en  1898  est 
8  fois  plus  grande  que  <;ell(*.  (pii  a  eb*  d('-eouverte,  en  Californie  en  1849. 
L’or  employe  dans  les  arts  et  les  nianuliU'turesi'st  evalue  a  8(ir»,Bqo,(MM>, 
laissant$222,(KM),(KMt  <lisponibles  pour  la  fabrication  de  la  monnaie. 
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ENGLISH  AND  SPANISH  LIST  OF  ARTICLES  ADVERTISED. 


Agents  for  Manniiactories  (Agentes  para 
Fibricas)— 

Devoto,  Santiago,&Cfa,726Calle  Parantt, 
Buenos  Ayres,  Argentine  Repulilic. . .  ii 

Bankers  and  Merchants  (Banqneros  7 
Comereiantes)— 

Grace,  W.  R.,  &  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y. .  xxiv 

Blackings  and  Polishes  for  Boots  and 
Shoes  (Betnn  7  Lustres  para  Cal- 
zado)— 

Haiithaway,  C.  I,.,  &  Sons,  .^46 Congress 
Street,  Boston,  Mas,s.,  I'.  S.  A .  vii 

Bronchial  Troches  (Tahlillas  Bron- 
quiales)— 

Brown,  John  I.,  &  Son,  Boston,  Mas.s., 
r.S.  A .  X 

Brushes  (Cepillos)— 

(irantl  Rapids  Brush  Co.,  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  r.  ST  A .  xiii 

Cards,  Pla7ing  (Naipes)— 

r.  S.  PlavingCard Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
r.S.  a'..... .  xvi 


Cutler7  Manufacturers,  ZniYes,  Apple 
and  Potato  Parers,  Seed  Sowers,  and 
Hardware  Specialties  (Fabricantes  de 
Cuchillos,  Mondadores  de  Manzanas  7 
Patatas,  Sembraderas  7  Especiali- 
dades  en  Ferreteria)— 

Goo<lell  Company,  Antrim,  N.  H.,r.S.A.  xx 

Boor  Checks  and  Springs  (Sujeta- 
Puertas  7  Besortes)— 

Norton  Door  Check  and  Spring  Co., 

The,  Boston,  Ma.s.s.,  U.  S.  A .  xx 

Electrical  Batteries  (Baterias  Elec- 
tricas)— 

I.eclanch^  Batten,-  Co.,  The,  111-117 
Hast  131st  Street,  New  York,  N.Y., 

U.  S.  A .  X 

Electrical  Instruments  (Instrumentos 
Electricos)— 

Weston  p;iectrical  Instrument  Co., 

I  i4-i2oWilIiam  Street,  Newark,  N.  J., 


PAPEL.  A  lds  ijirRmoHKS  v  Kuiromx,  UToiiiiAvun  r  fabki- 

CASTFS  HE  LIKIIOS  K.V  UFA  SCO  EL  SFKTIltO  .11  As  (ill A  SHE  DE 

DADFI  nP  TnnA  pi  AQF  adaptado  a  srs  SEciyiDADtx.  de  la  mfjor  calidad  r 
P^flrtL  UL  I  UUll  ULAuL,  COLOK  r  IIECIIO  cos  el  mayor  ISMERO.  M^xltrailu,. 

E  A.  G.  ELLIOT  A  CO.,  »»,  :t‘i.  ami  :u  Soath  Sixth  SI..  PIlII.AItKLPHIA,  PA.,  t'.  S.  A. 
Dirijaiisc  H  iiiiiwtriM  ageiiti-s  juirii  la  oxiiortiu-ii'iii,  BORNN  Y  C'a,  No.  1  Broadway, 


»w  Y€>rk,  l\  S.  A. 


Se  enritm 


TROY  LAUNDRY  MACHINERY  CO. 


(I-IMITEOI, 

NEW  YORK  CITY,  U.  S.  A. 

Vpiitleiiios  t<Mlo  iuiuello  (jne  se  pnetlr  in'cesitiir  eu  tin  establr- 
-cimieuto  de  lavado.  ."H*  milu'itii  vom*?i}»oiidencia.  v-^ 


TANGLEFOOT. 

El  Cinico  iNtiiel  |H‘gi^oso  de  inatar  niow-as  que  roil 
aegiiridad  |iiie<le  trus|)ortar  a  largas  distaiicias  y  qiie 
es  (itil  en  los  rliiiias  tropieales.  -4.'>  pliegos  doldes  van 
en  raila  eajilla  de  rarti'm  y  10  de  eetas  cajillaa  en  iiua 
er^a.  TimIim  I<i«  es|>erieru«  y  droguietas  ex|N>rta<lort‘a 
de  New  York  y  Sou  Kraiieineo  veiideii  “Tanglefoot.” 
Kiiviese  por  iin  Inte  conio  niucatraa. 

New  York:  San  I'raneUeo: 

15  Jay  St.  121  California  St. 

I.nndon,  S.  W.,  Eng.!  16  Church  St.,  So.  Lambeth. 


ESTABL.ECIOA  EN  1063. 

CARLOS  KAESTNER  Y  CIA. 

Fabriirante  de  itiiujuinaria  i>ara  hacer  cerveza,  femientar  los  fcranos,  para 
la  destilacidn  y  jiara  hacer  almiddn.  Se  garantizan  la  capacidatl  y  el  costo. 
Mjiqninas,  Caldera-s,  Boiubas  y  Transmi.sores  de  Fuerza. 

2Ai>2A9  South  Jofferson  St.,  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  LI.  S.  A. 
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ENGLISH  AND  SPANISH  LIST  OF  ARTICLES  ADVERTISED. 


Engineers  and  Contractors  (Ingenleros 
y  Oontratistas)— 

Milliken  Brothers,  39  Cortlandt  Street, 

New  York,  K.  Y.,  U.  S.  A .  x 

Fly  Paper  (Fapel  de  llatar  lioscas)— 

Thuni,  O.  &  \V..  Co.,  The,  Otaiul 
Rapids,  Mich.,  U.  S.  A .  xvii 

Forks,  Hoes,  Bakes,  etc.  (Eorquillas, 
Azadas,  Bastrillos,  etc.)— 

Iowa  Farming  Tool  Co.,  The,  Fort 
Madison,  Iowa,  U.  S.  A . 

Crain-Cleaning  Machinery  (Maqninaria 
para  Limpiar  Cranos)— 

Howes,  S.,  Co.,  The,  Silver  Creek,  N.Y., 

U.S.  A . Back  of  tiUe-j)age  (ii). 

Crocers’  Specialties,  Mannfactnrers  and 
Packers  of  (Fabricantes  y  Empaca- 
dores  de  Especialidades  para  Espe- 
eieros)— 


Hazard.  K.  C.,  &  Co.,  1 17-119  Hud.son 
Street,  and  46-54  North  Moore  Street, 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A .  xaiv 

'  Hinges,  Butts,  Bolts,  etc.  (Bisagras, 

Soznes,  etc.)— 

Stanley  Works,  The,  New  Britain, 
Conn.,  V.  S,  A .  Inside  front  cover. 

Iron  and  Steel,  Manufacturers  of  (Hie- 
.  rro  y  Acero,  Fabricantes  de)— 

Kxix>rt  Iron  and  Steel  Co.,  Lewis  Build¬ 
ing,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  IT.  S.  A  .  xxiv 

Leather  Dressings  (Aderezos  para 

Cueros) 

Miller  Co.,  The  Kraiik,  349  West  26th 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  I*.  S.  A -  xxiv 

Listerine  (Listerine)-  . 

I,^ml>ert  PharinacalCo,,  St.  I/>uis,  Mo., 
r.  S.  A .  xiii 


MiilUINJlRIJi  DE  PDIMERi  GLiSE  PiRi  ORRIS  DE  MiDERi. 


MA«|iiiiias  Solas  A  Kqiiipos  Coiii- 
plotos  para  CiiaDiiiiera 
Clas«*  «lo  Traba.ios. 

Se  solicita  t'orresiMindencia. 

Kilansi'  C'atalojio  y  Li.sta  dt*  Prtfios. 

J.  A.  FAY  <Sg  CO., 

579  to  599  W.  Front  Street,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  U.  S.  A. 


w 


STON  ELECTRICAL  INSTRUMENT  CO. 

APARATOS  MODELOS  DE  LECTURA  DIRECTA 
PABA  ESTACIOKES 

CON  MUESTNASILUMINADIIS: 

Vt'LTMKTBOS  Y  AMMETKOS. 


DE  FORMA  REOONDA: 

VoLTMETKOS  Y  AMMETROS. 

DE  CANTO: 

Vt'iLTMETROS  Y  AMMETROS, 
Y  Muchos  Otros. 


POBTATHES: 

VAltnietros 

V61tmetr»H 
Volt&metroa 
Animetroa 
Mili-AminetroH 
lliisra  Fugas 
CumprobadoreH  <le 
Circuito 
Ohmmetros 
fialvandmetroN 


FABRicADos  WESTON  ELECTRICAL  INSTRUMENT  CO., 

114  ko  120  William  Street,  Newark,  N.  J.,  U.  S.  A. 
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ENGLISH  AND  SPANISH  LIST  OF  ARTICLES  ADVERTISED, 


Labrle&ting  Compound  (Prep&raei6n 
para  Lubricar)— 

Cook’s,  Adam,  Sons,  31J  West  Street, 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A .  xiii 

Machinery,  Coal-Mining,  Conreying, 
eto.  (Maqninaria  para  Minas  de 
Carbdn)— 

Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Co.,The,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  U.  S.  A. . . .  Back  of  title-page  (ii ) 

Machinery,  Laundry  (Maqninaria  para 
Lavaderos)— 

Troy  I-aundry  Machine  Co..  Ltd.,  is 
Warren  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.,U.S.A.  xvil 

Machinery,  IDll  and  Brewers’  (Maqui- 
naria  para  Molinos  y  Cerreceros)— 

Kaestner,  Charles,  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill., 

U.  S.  A .  xvii 

Machinery,  Mining  (Maqninaria  para 
Minerla)— 

Hraser  &  Chalmers,  Chicago,  Ill., 

U.  S.  A .  xix 


Machinery,  Befrigerating  (Maqnina¬ 
ria  de  Befrigeracidn)— 

Remington  Machine  Co.,  Wilmington, 

Del.,  U.  S.  A .  vii 

Machinery,  Woodworking  and  Special 
(Maqninaria  de  Trabajar  Madera  y 
para  Obras  Especiales)— 

Rgan  Co., The,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  U.  S.  A.  xix 
Hay,  J.  A.,Co.,Cincinnati,  Ohio,  U.  S.  A.  zviii 

Machines  for  Sheet-Metal  Workers 
(Maqninas  para  Trabajos  de  Metal 
enlAminas)— 

Niagara  Machine  and  Toot  Works. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A .  xiii 

Mill-Fnmishing  Works  (Materiales 
para  Molinos,  Fdbrica  de)— 

Nordyke  &  Martiion  Co.,  Indianapolis, 

In<I,  U.  S.  A .  Inside  front  cover. 


The  Egan  Company, 


SSl'to  351 W.  Front  St.,  Cinoinnati,  Ohio,  U.  S.  A., 


0[ 


ip 


iiiilirAnios  a  Iuh  quo  ti-ngan  nccesidad  do 
esta  mu4|uiuaha,  «|Uo  tie  dirijaii  a  uoDotruo  antes  de  barer 
Iu8  iMMlidoH,  |>ue»  |Mjr  ra%<**ti  de  iiii<‘»tra  vanta  experiencta 
eii  el  coitieix'io  de  ex|M>rtacioii,  la  ini|H>rtaucia  de  nuee* 
troH  iiejtiicioa  j  Us  farilidadi’S  con  qiie  c«mtamoe  para  la 
fabricacioii,  i>odeiiios  ateiider  a  hiis  lUH'esidailes  mejor  quo 
niugtiu  utro  fabncaiite.  Niii^tro  cartel  iluatrado,  quo 
muestra  IfiO  ninqiiiiiaHy  es  gratis  |)ara  tod(*i« ;  j  nueetro 
catalogo  de  :U2  p.-iginaf*,  i^ira  quieu  lo  necesite. 


FRASER  &  CHALMERS, 

142  Fulton  St.,  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  U.  S.  A. 

GOLD,  SILVER,  AND  COPPER  MINING  MACHINERY, 

OTTO  TRAMWAYS,  STAMPS,  HOISTS. 
COMPRESSORS,  PUMPS. 

CATALOGUES  IN  SPANISH,  FRENCH,  AND  ENGLISH. 


JOHN  CONLEY  &  SON 

FABRICANTES  DE 

HOJA  de:  estano 

PARA  ENVOLVER  TABACO,  CIQARROS,  CIGARILLOS  Y  PRODUCTOS  ALIMENTICIOS. 

2  4  4  Dominiek  St.,  NEW  YORK,  R.  V.,  U.  S.  A. 


XX 


BURIIAU  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


ENGLISH  AND  SPANISH  LIST  OF  ARTICLES  ADVERTISED. 


Paper  Manufacttirers  (Fapel,  Pabri-  I 
cantes  de)—  ' 

Elliott,  A.  G.,  &  Co.,  30  South  Sixth  I 

Street.  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  U.  S.  A .  xvii 

Paper,  hoofing,  Sheathing,  Insulating, 
Water>proof,  and  for  Special  Pur¬ 
poses,  Manufacturers  of  (Papel:  Fa- 
bricantes  de  Papel  para  Techos,  Pa¬ 
pel  de  Forro,  Papel  Aislador,  Imper¬ 
meable  7  para  Uses  Especiales)— 

Bird,  F.W.,&  Son,  East  Walpole,  Mass., 

U.  S.  A .  vii 


Phonographs  (Fonbgrafos)— 

NationalGramophoneCo.,  Edison  Build¬ 
ing,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A .  xiii 

Plumbers'  Supplies  (Materiales  de 
Plomero)— 

Colwell  Lead  Co.,  67  Centre  Street,  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A . .  Inside  front  cover. 

Proprietary  Medicines  (MedicinasPro- 
pietarias)— 

Hobbs  Medicine  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  x 

Railroads  (Ferrocarriles)— 

Southern  Railway,  Washington,  D.  C., 

IT.  S.  A .  Inside  back  cover. 


Reflectors,  Street  Lamps,  Headlights, 
etc..  Manufacturers  of  (Fabricantes 
de  Reflectores,  Faroles  de  Calle,  Lin- 
temas  de  Locomotora,  etc.)— 

Wheeler  Reflector  Co.,  Boston,  Mass., 

U.  S.A .  xvi 

Saddlery  and  Harness,  Manufacturers 
of  (Fabricantes  de  Ameses  y  Sillas 
de  Montar)— 

Perkins-Campbell  Co.,  622  Broadway,. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  U.  S.  A .  xiii 

Scales  (Balanzas)— 

Kohlbusch,  Herman,  .Sr.,  59  Nassau 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A .  xx 

Tin  Foil  (Hoja  de  Estaflo)- 

Conley,  John,  &  Son,  2-4  Dominick 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A .  xix 

Toilet  Paper,  Medicated  (Papel  Medi- 
cado)— 

Hoogland’s,  B.  T.,  Sous,  38  John  Street, 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  1’.  S.  A .  xiii 

Tool  Manufacturers  (Herramientas, 
Fabricantes  de)— 

Wonham,  Fred.  S.,  122  Lil>erty  Street, 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  I'.  S.  A .  xvi 


SEMBRADORA  A  VUELO  DE  PEARCE 


El  Cerrador  de  Puertas  Sin  Ruido. 


MEJ0RAD&  SOBRE  LA  DE  CAHOON. 


NORTON 


150,000  oHtAiieii 

UHO. 

Siembr*  totU  cla>>e  ile 
mDoay  aemillM  de  yt*  rLas 
ntnpiuk 

Hare  el  trabajo  de  5 
hotobrea  y  economlza  una 
tercera  parte  de  laa  aetni* 
lias. 

Els  duradera  y  no  pueile 
dearomponerse.  CuaJquie- 
ra  puede  manejarla. 

Precio:  gSOlaDocemi, 

Pnesta  a  bordo  en  New 
York. 

Se  aoliciUn  pedldoe  por 
medio  de  cualquiera  casa 
(  otiiisionista  re^Kmaable. 


Sujeta-Puertas 


y  Resorte 


GOODELL  COMPANY,  Antrim,  N.  H.,  U.  S.  A. 


Usado  ell  los  editicios  del  Goluenuo 
y  eii  los  luunieijTales. 

Premiado  coii  inedalla  y  dijihima  eii 
la  Exjiosieidn  Universal  Coloiubina  eu 
1893. 

DiliJanHe  & 

THE  NORTON  DOOR  CHECK  1  SPRING  GO. 

EDIPICIO  SEARS, 

BOSTON,  MASS.,  U.  S.  A. 


EaUblecido  en  1859. 
Fabricanto  do  Balanzas 
Finas  y  IN^soh  i»Hra  todoB 
loB  UBf>H  (|uc‘  re'piieran  la 
exact!  tad. 

59  Nassau  Street, 

Comer  Maiden  Lane, 

New  York. 

PldaBt^  el  CatAlof'o. 


BUREAU  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 
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ADVERTISING  RATES. 

PRECIOS  DE  LOS  ANUNCIOS 

KN  RL 

MONTHLY  BULLETIN. 

BOLETIN  MENSOAL. 

Per  month.  Per  omitim. 

1  _  -  SfiO.no  S450.00 

Almet,  AlaSlo. 

1  pfigina-  _  ..S50.00  $450.00 

pAgina _  .  _  .  30.00  270.00 

ao.ort  ^Taoo 

pAglna  20.00  ISO  OO 

%  pitge .  20.00  180.00 

10.00  90.00 

ii  pAgina— . .  10.00  90.00 

pAgina- . -  5.00  45.00 

*  Tarjetas  profeHiunalea. 

Anuncios  en  la  i>arte  interior  de  las 
■  cubiertas,  el  doble  de  los  precios  ano- 
tados.  En  la  liltima  ])agina  de  la 
cubierta  exterior,  triple  de  los  precios 
regulares.  Descuentos:  Contratos  de 
tres  meses,  10  por  ciento ;  de  seis  meses, 
15  por  ciento.  Los  precios  cotizados 
arriba  por  ano  son  netos. 

-----  S.OO  45.00 

•  Profemional  oards. 

Inside  covers  are  double  above  rates. 
Outside  Iiack  cover  pa^e  is  treble  above 
rates.  Discounts  from  monthly  rates 
are:  Three  months’  contracts,  10  per 
cent;  six  months’  contracts,  15  per 
cent.  Quotations  in  the  per-annnm 
column  are  net. 

AddreHK 

BUREAU  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS, 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Dlreocidii : 

BUREAU  CF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS, 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

PREQOS  DE  ANNUNCIOS 

NO 

BOLETIM  MENSAL. 

TARIF  DES  ANNONCES 

DASH  I.E 

BULLETIN  MENSUEL 

Ptr  mez.  Por  anno. 

Par  tnou.  Par  an. 

1  pagf _ $50.00  $450.00 

>4  page . . .  30.00  270.00 

^  pallia _  20.00  180.00 

%  pagina .  10.00  90.00 

*f*  pasina _  5.00  46.00 

*<"artrK‘s  proOsnionaefi. 

Os  annuncios  no  lado  interior  das 
caiias  pagam  o  duplo  dos  pre^os  acima. 
Na  ultima  pagina  da  capa  exterior 

pagam  tres  vezes  os  pre^os  citados. 

Descontos :  Contractos  i)or  tres  mezes, 
10  por  cento;  por  seis  mezes,  15  jxir 
cento.  Os  pre^os  cotados  acima  por 
anno  silo  netos. 

liage . 20.00  180.00 

%  page _ 10.00  90.00 

_ 5.00  45.(H> 

•  ( 'artes  ilo  prufewion. 

Sur  les  deux  pages  interieures  de  la 
couverture,  les  annonces  sont  cot^es  le 
double  des prix  ci-dessus.  Lesannonces 
publi6es  sur  le  dos  de  la  couverture 
sont  cot4es  le  triple  des  prix  mar¬ 
ques  ci-dessus.  On  fera  les  rabais 
suivants:  10  ^lour  cent  pour  une 
periode  de  trois  mois;  15  pour  cent 
pour  une  iieriode  de  six  mois.  Les 
prix  is)ur  I’annw  dfeignes  dans  la 
colonne  ci-dessus  sont  les  prix  nets. 

BUREAU  CF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS, 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

A4lr<*8iie : 

BUREAU  CF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS, 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 
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UNITED  STATES  CONSULATES. 


Frequent  application  is  made  to  the  Bureau  for  the  address  of 
United  States  Consuls  in  the  South  and  Central  American  Republics. 
Those  desiring  to  correspond  with  any  Consul  can  do  so  by  address¬ 
ing  “The  United  States  Consulate”  at  the  point  named.  Letters 
thus  addressed  must  be  delivered  to  the  proper  person.  It  must 
be  understood,  however,  that  it  is  not  the  duty  of  Consuls  to  devote 
their  time  to  private  business,  and  that  all  such  letters  may  properly 
be  treated  as  personal,  and  any  labor  involved  may  be  subject  to 
charge  therefor. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  United  States  Consulates  in  the  different 
Republics: 


Argentine  Repubuc — 
Buenos  Ayres. 
Cordoba. 

Rosario. 

Bolivia — 

La  Paz. 

Brazil — 

Bahia. 

Para. 

Pernambuco. 

Rio  de  Janeiro. 
Santos. 

Chile — 

Antofagasta. 

Arica. 

Coquimbo. 

Iquique. 

Valparaiso. 
Colombia — 

Barranquilla. 

Bogoti. 

Cartagena. 

Colon  (Aspinwall). 
Medellin. 

Panama. 

Costa  Rica— 

San  Jos6. 

Dominican  Republic — 
Puerto  Plata. 
Samana. 

Santo  Domingo. 
Ecuador — 

Guayaquil. 
Guatemala — 
Guatemala. 

Haiti— 

Cape  Haitien. 

Port  au  Prince. 


'  Honduras — 

T^iucigalpa. 

Utilla. 

Mexico — 

Acapulco. 

Chihuahua. 

Ciudad  Juarez. 
Ciudad  Porfirio  Diaz. 
Durango. 

Ensenada. 

La  Paz. 

Matamoros. 

Mazatlan. 

Mexico. 

Monterey. 

Nogales. 

Nuevo  Laredo. 
Progreso. 

Saltillo. 

Tampico. 

Tuxpan. 

Vera  Cruz. 
Nicaragua — 

Managua. 

San  Juan  del  Norte. 
Paraguay — 

Asuncidn. 

Peru — 

Callao. 

Salvador — 

San  Salvador. 
Uruguay— 

Colonia. 

Montevideo. 
Paysandu. 
Venezuela — 

La  Guayra. 
Maracaibo. 

Puerto  Cabello. 
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METRIC  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

METRIC  WEIGHTS. 

Milligram  (i/iooo  gram)  equals  0.0154  grain. 

Centigram  (i/ioo  gram)  equals  0.1543  grain. 

Decigram  (1/10  gram)  equals  1.5432  grains. 

Gram  equals  15.432  grains. 

Decagram  (10  grams)  equals  0.3527  ounce. 

Hectogram  (100  grams^  equals  3.5274  ounces. 

Kilogram  (1,000  grams)  equals  2.2046  pounds. 

Myriagram  (10,000  grams)  equals  22.046  pounds. 

Quintal  (100,000  grams)  equals  220.46  pounds. 

Millier  or  tonneau — ton  (1,000,000  grams)  equals  2,204.6  pounds. 

METRIC  DRY  MEASURE. 

Milliliter  (i/iooo  liter)  equals  0.061  cubic  inch. 

Centiliter  (1/100  liter)  equals  0.6102  cubic  inch. 

Deciliter  (1/10  liter)  equals  6.1022  cubic  inches. 

Liter  equals  0.908  quart. 

Decaliter  (10  liters)  equals  9.08  quarts. 

Hectoliter  (100  liters)  equals  2.838  bushels. 

Kiloliter  (1,000  liters)  equals  1.308  cubic  yards. 

METRIC  LIQUID  MEASURE. 

Milliliter  (1/1000  liter)  equals  0.0388  fluid  ounce. 

Centiliter  (1/100  liter)  equals  0.388  fluid  ounce. 

Deciliter  (1/10  liter)  equals  0.845 
Liter  equals  1.0567  quarts. 

Decaliter  (10  liters)  equals  2.6418  gallons. 

Hectoliter  (100  liters)  equals  26.418  gallons. 

Kiloliter  (1,000  liters)  equals  264.18  gallons. 

METRIC  MEASURES  OK  LENGTH. 

Millimeter  (i/iooo  meter)  equals  0.0394  inch. 

Centimeter  (1/100  meter)  equals  0.3937  inch. 

Decimeter  (1/10  meter)  equals  3.937  inches. 

Meter  equals  39.37  inches. 

Decameter  (10  meters)  equals  393.7  inches. 

Hectometer  (100  meters)  equals  328  feet  1  inch. 

Kilometer  (1,000  meters)  equals  0.62137  "'*1^  (3,280  feet  10  inches). 
Myriameter  (10,000  meters)  equals  6.2137  miles. 

METRIC  SURFACE  MEASURE. 

Centare  (1  square  meter)  equals  1,550  square  inches. 

Are  (100  square  meters)  equals  119.6  square  yards. 

Hectare  (10,000  square  meters)  equals  2.471  acres. 

The  metric  system  has  been  adopted  by  the  following-named  coun¬ 
tries:  Argentine  Republic,  Bolivia,  Brazil,  Chile,  Colombia,  Costa 
Rica,  Ecuador,  Mexico,  United  States  of  America,  and  Venezuela. 
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P^iSsmu 


e:.  c.  hazard  &  CO., 

117  and  119  HI  OSON  STKKKT,  MFlAf  VODIf  II  C  B 

46,  4H,  .'iO,  63,  54  XtKTil  MOOKi:  KTKKKT,  WWim,  W.  9.  H. 

FACTORV  AT  SHREWSBURY,  Nl.  J. 


Pack<T(iof  riioice  ('iiiiiicd  FniitB,  Meata, 
anil  Vil'i'IhMi's,  and  inaiinfartiirera  of 

GROCERS’  SPECIALTIES,  iurliid- 

iuK  the  eelehrati-d 

SHREWSBURY 

Tomatoketchup, 

Mayonnaise  Dressing, 

Tomato  Chutney, 

Chili  Sauce,  Tropical  Pepper  Sauce, 
Puree  of  Tomatoes, 

Burnt  Onion  Sauce, 

Royal  Worcestershire  Sauce. 

Our  ShrewRbury  SpecUIttes  to  kfpp  In 

any  i-Umste.  CsUlogu«  msilrtl  oo  applkstion. 

RYE  AND  BOURBON  WHISKY  BOTTLED  IN 
BOND  FOR  EXPORT. 


Enipai  aili'irca  eu  lataa  de  Kriitas,  Camea  j 
Leitnmhres  EaooKidaa,  y  Faliricantes  de 
EalMH'ienas  eu  General,  luclnyeudo  las  cele- 
liradaa  l^iieclalidadra  de 

SHREWSBURY. 

Salsa  Picante  deTomates  (Tomatoketchup), 
Salsa  Mayonesa, 

Salsa  de  Chile,  Chutney  de  Tomate, 
Pure  de  Tomates,  Salsa  de  Pimientoa, 
Salsa  de  Cebollas  Quemadas, 
Salsa  de  Worcestershire. 

isAntntitamos  la  cooMTrai’ion  en  to«taa  loa  cIliBaa  4« 
nupMtraA  RApfs'ialtdadcs  do  Shrvinttary.  8e  remitbia 
<'atil«i|fOR  pur  corriKi  t  loa  qu«  loa  pidan. 

Whi!<kpy  Bourbon  y  d«  Onteno  EmlHitallado 
y  an  DeiRiaitiHi  de  Adiiana  {Mira 
la  ExportaciuD. 


Mykon  C,  Wick,  Presidente, 


F.  L.  Clark,  Geronte  y  Tenorero.  C.  A,  Painter,  Secretario. 


EXPORT  IROH  AND  STEEL  CO., 


Fabricante  de  la  marca  “Battt.e  Axe.’ 


OFICINAS  PRIXtTPALES: 


IHrecrida  |»of  Cabla: 


LEWIS  BUILDING,  PITTSBURG,  PA.,  U.  S.  A.  ExpOfIPnrg 

Arcos  de  Barril,  Barrica,  Tanque,  Cnbas,  Manteqtieras  y  Banles;  Flejes  iiara 
Pacas  de  Algoddn  y  Lana;  Hojaa  para  Sierras  de  Cantero;  Tiras  para  Bisagras, 
Tachuelas  y  Cerraduras ;  Arcos  Galvanizados  y  Estafiados. 

'  Arcos  jiara  Toda  Clase  dc  Toiieleria,  Embalaje  y  Nccesldades  Hanufartureras. 


The  Frank  Miller  Co., 

NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  R. 

Fabricantea  d« 

BET^N  Y  LUSTBE 

PARA 

CALZABO  Y  ABlTtSES. 


EsUbiKMos 
«l  Ull. 


W.R.Gini)E&6g.. 

Banqueros  y  Comerciantes. 

NEW  YORK, 

LONDON,  SRN  FRaNCISCO, 


iRaiso,  saNTiaco, 
CONCEPCION. 


Se  emiten  Cartas  de  Cie'dito  y  Libranzas,  paga- 
deras  en  todas  partes  de  Centro  y  Sud 
America. 

Exportadores  de  toda  clase  de  manufacturas 
americanas. 

Imjwtadores  de  Nitrato  de  Soda,  Lana, 
Algodon,  Minerales  y  otros  productos  de 
Centro  y  Sud  America. 

Se  hacen  adelantos  sobre  consignaciones. 

Agentes  de  la  Compaflia  de  Vapores;  “New 
York  and  P.icific  Steamship  Co.,  Limited.” 

Servicio  regular,  directo,  mensual  para  Chile, 
el  Peru  y  el  Ecuador. 

MERCHANTS’  LINE. 


